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Statement by 2
nd

 Lt. Roy Williams (3
rd

 Platoon) regarding action of July 19, 1966 

 

I, Lt. Roy D. Williams II, was on 19 July 1966 the platoon leader of 3
rd

 platoon, 

Company A, 1/27 Infantry.  My mission was to conduct an Eagle Flight to objective one 

and search and clear this area.  My platoon had the entire second lift of six UH-1Ds.  We 

lifted off at 1235 hours and approximately ten minutes later, we were in the vicinity of 

our LZ.  As we made our approach one of my men said to me, “Sir, we are being shot at.”  

I looked and observed gun flashes from the east of our LZ.  We were approximately 300 

feet over the LZ.  As we landed light sniper fire was encountered from the east.  I 

deployed my platoon on line with the 1
st
 squad on the right, the 2

nd
 squad in the center, 

and the 3
rd

 squad on the right.  At this point I discovered that a team leader of the 2
nd

 

squad, Sgt. James R. Brown, had received a bullet wound in his arm that, from all 

appearances had severed an artery.  At this point, we were receiving no fire, and I called 

Alpha 6 and requested a dustoff.  I was instructed to move into the wood line north of the 

LZ, which was the start of my objective area.  I swung my platoon to the left maintaining 

the original formation. 

As we moved into the edge of the wood line, I was located 10 meters to the rear 

of the 2
nd

 squad.  The wood line was extremely thick with only two apparent openings.  

As we moved into the wood line, an enemy automatic weapon fired a short burst.  

Sergeant Mummel, the 1
st
 squad leader and an AR man, Sp4 Jackson, made a bold rush 

and a machine gun opened up on them from a distance of approximately 10 feet.  Sp4 

Jackson was in the head and killed instantly.  Sergeant Mummel was hit in the chest and 

had two sucking chest wounds.  This signaled a general fire from concealed positions just 

inside the wood line.  A grenadier, PFC Blevins, got a first round hit in the machine gun 

position that had killed Mummel and Jackson and we received no more fire from that 

gun.  We seemed to have gained fire superiority and we tried to move into the enemy but 

were halted by heavy automatic weapons fire from approximately 50 meters inside the 

woodbine.  Sergeant Merle E. Brown went in and pulled Sp4 Jackson and Sergeant 

Mummel back into the paddy.  Sp4 Jimmy Allen and PFC Chennault assisted him in this. 

In instructed my people to move back to the edge of the paddy, and I was calling 

in artillery.  My platoon sergeant, SFT Allunde, informed me that the 3
rd

 squad had 

suffered two WIAs and that they were the squad leader, Sergeant Baker, and one team 

leader, Sergeant Conde.  At this point, the marking round came in about 200 meters 

inside the wood line.  I had requested a drop of 100 meters when automatic weapons fire 

started from my front (N) 2
nd

 right (E), hand grenades accompanied this.  My platoon 

sergeant was hit through the leg and dove over a berm into a more protected location, and 

I jumped over behind him.  As my RTO, Sp4 Clawson, tried to join us he was hit in the 

right thigh and fell across the berm.  As I tried to pull him over the berm, a burst of 

automatic rifle fire hit him in the back and destroyed the radio. 

We were receiving hand and rifle grenades, and I ordered Sergeant Brown to take 

everyone we could and move back out in the paddy out of hand grenade range.  At this 

time, I received a bullet along the right side of my head and small fragments in the right 

arm and buttock.  Sergeant Brown started moving what he could back, and I crawled 

about 100 meters into the paddy and positioned my men in a horseshoe formation using 

the paddy berm as cover.  We placed M72 fire into the wood line and seemed to stop a 

great deal of enemy fire.  The M16s had malfunctioned to such a degree that we had none 
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left operable.  A redistribution of M14 ammunition was made and all automatic rifles 

placed on semiautomatic.  The men with M14s were instructed not to fire unless they had 

a sure target.  At this time, several of the enemy was spotted crawling toward us.  

Approximately 6 to 8 were hit by our men with M14s as they attempted to move toward 

us.  I was barely able to hear and had red dots in front of my eyes so I told Sergeant 

Brown to take charge, and I laid behind the berm.  We received constant sniper fire until 

the relief force landed, and I was placed in a dustoff.  I estimate a reinforced platoon was 

engaging us. 

The outstanding thing observed in this encounter was the accuracy of the enemy’s 

small arms fire and his uniform, which consisted of camouflaged fatigues and steel 

helmets.  The reaction of our men to this was outstanding in every way.  Sergeant Brown 

who risked his life to pull out Sergeant Mummel, Sp4 Smith who constantly engaged the 

enemy’s machine gun, and I credit with 16 kills are just two of many heroic efforts.  [End 

of Report] 
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Figure 1 After Action Report for July 19 3rd Platoon Map - 1966. 

 

 

Statement by 2
nd

 Lieutenant Schnizer (1
st
 Platoon) regarding action of 19 July 

1966. 

Mission: To search Objective 5 

First platoon departed division chopper pad about 1200 hours, and flew to 

Objective #5.  Upon departing choppers, I set the platoon with a squads on line, fire 

teams abreast.  Third squad was right flank, 2
nd

 was center and base squad, 1
st
 squad was 

left flank.  My command group (medic, RTO, platoon leader) was in position behind the 

1st squad.  Originally, we set up along the east-west trail.  I then shifted the platoon 75 

meters to the right, so as to come to center sector of the area we were to sweep.  We did 

this, I then directed the platoon to move into the tree line and begin our sweep of the 

objective’s area. 
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The platoon advanced 25 meters.  When we received what appeared to be one or 

two snipers firing at us.  The firing came from the right center sector, 100 meters to the 

front of the platoon.  I directed 3
rd

 squad, using fire and movement, to overcome the 

sniper fire.  The 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 squads were to lay down a base of fire for the maneuvering 

element.  As the 3
rd

 squad started, they became engaged with enemy automatic weapons 

fire.  I then directed the 1
st
 squad to advance so as to relieve the pressure being brought 

on the 3
rd

 squad.  However, they immediately became engaged with enemy automatic 

weapons and rifle grenade fire. 

At the same time, 3
rd

 squad had received 3 men wounded, and the platoon medic 

was sent to that sector.  Also, it was reported to me, the 1
st
 squad had wounded men.  The 

medic was sent to that sector after finishing with the 3
rd

 squad.  The medic was on his 

way back to the command group to report the extent of casualties, when he himself was 

wounded by rifle fire.  Seeing that his shoulder was broken and was in a great deal of 

pain, a shot of morphine was administered.  After this, the right flank of the 2
nd

 squad had 

a man, CPL Thompson seriously wounded.  It was a type wound where Thompson was 

unable to breath.  The medic instructed the RTO to perform a tracheotomy and give 

artificial respiration.  This accomplished, CPL Thompson was already dead.  The RTO 

was directed to remain on the right flank and engage the enemy from there. 

The enemy fire became so intense I realized we could no longer advance.  It was 

also reported, the enemy was running into the tree line to our right (west) flank.  I 

directed the remainder of the 3
rd

 squad to fall back to the right flank and bend back so as 

to provide flank security.  The 2
nd

 squad was directed to fall back to help fill in the right 

flank.  The 1
st
 squad had 5 more men wounded (including Sergeant Freeman, acting 

squad leader).  They were directed to fall back to come on line with the command group 

(myself). 

During this period of time, air strikes, with jets and gunships, were being called 

in.  At first, they came in from a SW to NE direction.  I directed this to be changed to a 

west to east direction, so as they would be in a better disposition to work the tree line to 

our front.  This was accomplished and the area covered by the air strikes was greatly 

enlarged. 

It was during this period of time we could actually see the enemy and identify 

them wearing uniforms, steel helmets, carrying packs, and on two occasions we saw 

radios being carried.  

Throughout this time, the medic was giving [indecipherable] assistance to the 

wounded men.  Because the men who were not wounded were heavily engaged with the 

enemy, many of the wounded had to administer first aid to themselves. 

During this time, we were receiving 82mm mortar fire, 60mm mortar, in addition 

to the rifle grenades, automatic and carbine weapons fire.  Earlier, I tried to call a dust 

off, but the helicopter was driven off by mortar and rifle fire. 

It was now reported that a large number of the enemy were attempting to over run 

our positions to the left and left front.  They were driven off by rifle, machine gun, and 

automatic rifle fire.  At this time, I could see three enemies to my front at a distance of 40 

meters; two hand grenades were used to suppress the enemy.  One more enemy was 

located 50 meters to my direct front, and was killed by rifle fire. 

The 2
nd

 platoon was now landing (1430 hours) and the enemy took them under 

fire.  I directed the 2
nd

 platoon leader to move his element to my right flank since I 
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considered that to be my most vulnerable area.  Due to heavy enemy fire, the 2
nd

 platoon 

was only able to advance to within 75 meters of my right flank. 

I directed the air strikes and gun ship strikes to come in closer to our positions in 

an attempt to drive off the enemy who was again closing into our positions.  This seemed 

to work, however, the enemy still seemed determined to over run our positions. 

During this time, we kept hearing enemy bugle calls. 

I then observed the enemy throwing hand grenades and wooden boxes of TNT 

using all remaining hand grenades and ammo, which had been collected from the dead 

and wounded, we drove back the enemy who apparently were getting ready to rush our 

positions from the left and left-center.  I then directed the 2
nd

 platoon leader to fire M-79s 

into our left center sector.  He had one round fired, I then adjusted 2 more rounds to 

where I considered them to do the most good. 

The 2
nd

 platoon at this time was about 100-150 meters to my direct rear. 

Because we had no more ammo, hand grenades, M-79 ammo, ammo for the 

automatic rifles, and since all three machine guns had been destroyed and that we had 

only one rifle which was able to fire one round at a time; I then directed the following air 

strikes to come in even closer.  Realizing that the next air strikes would be on top of our 

positions, I directed the platoon to get ready to move back to the 2
nd

 platoon’s positions.  

Each person, that was able to, was to assist wounded personal.  We then waited for the 

gun ships.  I observed them coming in for their strike.  As soon as the gun ships started 

firing, I ordered the platoon to fall back. 

At this time, altogether, there were 8 (including myself) unhurt, and we moved 

back 11 wounded. 

This maneuver was successful.  We came back to the 2
nd

 platoon’s area, and took 

up firing positions using what weapons we could find from their wounded.  We waited 

about 15 minutes before we observed a flight of choppers coming from the south to get us 

out.  Air strikes were still working the area.  The choppers managed to come in very close 

to our positions.  Under a heavy volume of enemy fire, we assisted wounded into the 

choppers, then extracted ourselves. 

Two of my men, PFC Brewington and Rosado, who up to this time were unhurt, 

were killed by rifle fire and rifle grenade fire in attempting to help wounded personnel 

into the choppers. 

The choppers lifted us back to base camp, time, approximately 1700 hours. 

COMMENTS: 

As for my platoon in general, at no time did anyone panic or run away.  They 

obeyed all orders without hesitation.  Everyone realized that we were in a tight situation, 

and that there was nothing we could do but fight our way out.  All of the wounded 

remained cool and continued to fight as best they could.  I never heard of one of the 

wounded complain.  PFC McIntosh, although wounded in the head by an enemy bullet, 

he still stayed on his weapon and was able to engage the enemy.  Sergeant Freeman was 

another, although painfully wounded in the leg, he still managed to collect ammo, 

grenades, observe air strikes, and enemy movements, give encouragement, and first aid to 

other men.  Other wounded men, seeing the example he set, started doing the same.  

Although Sergeant Freeman, himself was wounded, he still managed to assist other 

wounded back to the 2
nd

 platoon area and to the choppers.  His actions were not 

uncommon for the platoon on that day. 
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Figure 2 After Action Report for July 19 1st Platoon Map - 1966. 

 

Statement by 2
nd

 Lieutenant James Holliday (2
nd

 Platoon) regarding action of 19 

July 1966. 

 

The 2
nd

 platoon of Company A departed our company area at approximately 1135 

hours, which was one hour ahead of the scheduled departing time.  We arrived at the 25
th

 

Division chopper pad at 1145 hours and immediately broke down into five groups of 

seven men in each group. 

At approximately 1240 hours, we boarded the choppers, and as we were ready to 

depart.  The pilot received word that instead of going to Trang Bang as were scheduled 

to, we were to wait at the division pad to be used from there as a reaction platoon for 

either Objective #5 or #1, who were both receiving enemy fire at that time.  At 1300 

hours, we dismounted the choppers and waited until 1415 hours until we received word 

to load up again and that we would be landing on Objective #1.  As we were in the air, 

our landing zone was changed to Objective #5 where the 1
st
 platoon was receiving heavy 

enemy fire. 
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We were set down in a rice paddy approximately 200 meters south of a wood line, 

which the 1
st
 platoon was on line and engaged in a heavy fire fight.  Before we landed, 

we started receiving a heavy volume of enemy small arms fire.  Upon touch down, the 

volume of small arms and automatic weapons fire increased and we were fired upon by 

enemy mortar fire. 

As the men got off the choppers according to a prearranged plan, which the 

platoon has set up in case we received enemy fire upon landing, we set up a perimeter 

and immediately began to return fire. 

While getting off the chopper, PFC Edwards, Earl, was hit in the chest by an 

enemy small arms round.  I called for a dustoff chopper but was informed by the 1
st
 

platoon leader that we  could [not?] get any chopper to evacuate any wounded at the time. 

I told our men to give PFC Edwards a shot of morphine and then he and I moved him 

partway to our position and made him comfortable as possible behind a paddy dyke, and 

then we moved up to join the rest of the platoon. 

I then got on the radio and called the first platoon leader to ask him the exact 

location for about 200 meters ahead of me.  I could see some US soldiers.  He then 

(indecipherable) and after seeing this, I asked him which flank he was receiving the 

heaviest volume of enemy fire, and he said it was on his right flank.  I then directed the 

platoon to move in a northeasterly direction so that we could link up with the 1
st
 platoon’s 

right flank.  We moved approximately to our right and forward about 125 meters.  I then 

had the platoon move up on line behind a paddy dyke with the 1
st
 squad on the right and 

the 2
nd

 squad on the left flank.  Due to a shortage of personnel, we have been operating 

for the past month with just two rifle squads with a machine gun attached to each squad.  

I informed both the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 squad leaders to bend their squads around into a “U” 

formation so as to provide flank security. 

Upon getting into the position, we started laying down a base of fire and the M79 

men were instructed to try and knock out the enemy automatic weapons and machine gun 

position.  The 1
st
 platoon leader asked to bring up my platoon on line with his right flank, 

but due to a protruding tree line that came out approximately 40 meters from the main 

wood line, the linking up of our platoon would have meant that my platoon would receive 

heavy fire from our right rear.  This protruding tree line is where VC with automatic 

weapons and rifle, and I personally saw VCs firing rifle grenades and M79s at us from 

that tree line.  From that tree line, we moved up to about 50 meters from the protruding 

wood line, which put us about 75 meters to the rear of the right flank man of the 1
st
 

platoon. 

During this moving PFC Knott, our number 1 machine gunner was hit by enemy 

small arms fire.  Despite efforts by the medic and First Sergeant Letoto, who went with 

the 2
nd

 platoon that day, PFC Knott died within a few minutes.  We also suffered 2 or 3 

more casualties during our advancing, but due to the platoon, despite their injuries, these 

men after being treated by the medic continued to function even though in great pain. 

After a short period of time, one of the 1
st
 squad team leaders, Sergeant Hamby, 

was shot in the leg, and he after not saying a word to anyone except to a man on his left. 

He realized that the medic was busy working on some more seriously wounded men, so 

he treated his own wounds and kept on with his difficult mission of directing his team to 

fire and offering words of encouragement to those around him. 
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During the period of our two hour and 15 minute firefight, both my squad leaders 

were hit; Sergeant Fitch was shot through the shoulder with a bullet and Staff Sergeant 

Walker was hit on the forehead with shrapnel from a rifle grenade.  Sergeant Fitch, after 

receiving first aid from the medic, continued to function in a very outstanding manner, 

crawling on his hands and knees subjecting himself to enemy fire, not to mention the 

extreme pain that he was in as he was crawling around checking the men in his squad to 

insure that they had ammo and were alright. 

Staff Sergeant Walker treated himself, and despite the throbbing pain from his 

head and the blood that kept running down his face, he continued to control his squad as 

though he was not even hit.  Due to the blood that kept getting in his eye, there was many 

times that he couldn’t see the VC who would come out into the open rice paddy at times 

to fire rifle grenades and M79s at us.  While wiping his eyes with one hand, he had the 

man on his right direct his fire into the area where the VC were until his eyes were 

cleared. 

Throughout the firefight, my platoon sergeant, Sergeant Rodriguez, kept moving 

through the platoon checking to see how the ammo was holding out and giving much 

needed encouragement to our men.  He then crawled out to our front to help lay down a 

base of fire as the 1
st
 platoon drew back to our position. 

We all as men and Americans have our own opinions and ideas as to what 

constitutes a hero or what makes a man forget his personal safety and work together as a 

group of men who in such a small minority could hold off a force that so out numbered 

us.  It is my opinion, that each and every man out there in the 2
nd

 platoon on the afternoon 

of 19 July deserves more that just a pat on the back and a “well done.”  For it is men like 

these, who have made and keep America what it is today, and I feel that they should all 

be justly rewarded for their actions. 

I feel that special consideration be given for a Distinguished Service Cross to my 

platoon medic, PFC Rios, who throughout the course of the afternoon was constantly 

moving from the right to the left flanks of our platoon completely disregarding his own 

safety to treat wounded men in the platoon.  As the choppers were coming in to evacuate 

the remainder of the 1
st
 platoon and the 2

nd
 platoon’s wounded, I told PFC Rios to take a 

man with him to help load PFC Edwards onto a chopper.  It was while doing this that 

PFC Rios was hit in the back with a bullet and seven of his vertebra were smashed 

leaving him paralyzed from the waist down. 

During the afternoon, I personally saw approximately 40 to 50 VC VC moving 

about in the wood line.  I also saw muzzle flashes from at least 15 different positions 

spread throughout the wood line.  At one time, I saw three enemy mortar rounds hit about 

175 meters to my left and then in a few seconds, three more hit about 100 meters to my 

left and in a few more seconds, three more hit about 25 meters to my left front.  I had 

already called the company commander to ask if any friendly mortars were being fired at 

this time, and he said there was none.  Within less than a minute or two from the time the 

three mortar rounds hit 25 meters to my left front, a friendly jet air strike dropped napalm 

and bombs into the woods to our front and after that, we did not receive any more enemy 

mortar fire. 

There were many rifle grenades fired at us, however many of them fell all around 

us but failed to explode. 



10 - VN July 19 After Action Report.doc 

 9 

At approximately 1635, the second stick of choppers landed and evacuated the 

remainder of the 2
nd

 platoon and myself back to our base 

camp.

 
Figure 3  After Action Report for July 19 2nd Platoon Map - 1966. 
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Figure 4  Units involved in July 19 1966 action. 
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
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