couters ul resistunce ond Linally broke the enemy's power to 0ffer
further effective dofense by fighting its way inko Kolmbvons.

t was largely through the sustained drive of the 25th
Infontry Division that the last vostige of:orgemized resistance on
Guadaloansl was crushed end posgession of this strategioally im-
portant Islend, So vital to projected operatiods, finslly wrested
from the hunds of the Yapanese on § February 1963. .

. The eplendid results obiainod are sttributed directly te the
superb leadership, fighting spirit and eagermess for combat in=
herent in the 25th Infantry Divisien.

« Ao M. BTCH
Major General, U, S. Ammy,
- Cormending.

The 161st Tnfentry ROT was attached, on 22 July 1945, to thed7th
Divisioh and participsted with that division in the eaky pheses of the Yew
«Georgie compalgn.
5 August 1943, The 25th Division Headyusrtsrs, Forward Echelon, and the
-* 27th Infantry was ccmmitted by the Seadquarters New Georgia Uccusption
Feros to the oanpsigus vm £ August 1945, On 25 hugust 1963 =1l organized
3 exomy rosistanoe was declared endsd.

3 The 27th Infentry RCT was attached, cn 10 September 1943, tc the
43rd Division on Arundel ‘slend, Enemy resistence ended. on 21 September
1943, The lst Bettalica, 27t nfentry, on 6 Uctober 1943, moved to

] Kolombangara Islend and wae relieved of its positions there on 13 Oc-
tober 1943, .

: The 35th Infantry RCT snd the.25th Division Reconneissarce Trocp 8s
the nuetbus of the Morthern Lending Forca of the New Georgis Qocupation
Force participated in tho conquost of Vella LaVells from 15 August 1943

] o 9 Gotober 1943 . .

he originel plan for the New Georgle operation ae promulgated by!.
the Commanding General, USAPISPA, and the.Comuander, Third Amphibioue

Fores, called for the use of the 26rd und 37th Infamtry Division, ond the

et ond 4%h Raider Eattalions of the lst iarine Reider Regiment, im the

ccmbat cperations. It wae believed that theso foreces constituted a

{ suffioient forge to wrest the entire island gréup from the ¥apeneso within

i @°30-day period.. The 25th Division constituted the reserve. Subse-

quent developments in the tacticel situsticn necessitoted ths hurried

cormitment into actien of the 25th Divisicn in piece-moal fashion.

The 161st Infantry ROT reverted to the 25th Division on §

SECTION 11
TRATNING

The end of the New Georgia carysign on Gotober 22, 1943 marked the
beginning of & long pericd of sbsence from the firing line for the 26bh°
Infantiy Division. It wos also the first time the division did not have &
definite mission since the attack on Pearl Harbor .on Docember 7, 1941,

The divigion was veassenbled at Guadalosnal in early November amd
started an over-water wovement to Auckland; New Zealand where the division
was' to be rehabilitated, reorganized and propared for its next mission.
The move was completed on Docember 5, 1943 at which time the last echelon
arrived,

The Commanding General, South Pacific, directed that the division be
prepared for en offensive combat mission, then in the early plamning stags,
on or shortly after June 1, 1944, in the vioiniby of Rawieng, Now lroland
Island. The mission indicated did not invalve an assnilt lending, hance
a extensive troining schedule predicated on & secured landing was worked
out and put into operation. .

Early in February it beceme ovident that suitable training cone
ditions could not be meintained in New Zeslend. This coupled with the
desire, of higher hetdguarters to sent the 45rd Infantry Division %o New
Zeland for rest and rehebilitation promptcd tho, movement of the division
t0 more practicsble tratning sreas &t New Caledonia.

The training schedule for the month of Februiry called for intensive
individuel »nd small unit training for six hours per day exclusive of
Saturdsy when féur hours wers devoted to training. This training
started in New Zeeland end contidued 4n New Calédonis #s the units errived.
‘Individual soldier knowledge of rll basic infentry wespons wis stressed
and A course in fifle morkemanohip proscribed. The recumusissance roop
end the I & R Pletoons of the Infntry Regiments bogan imtensive proctice
1B scouting snd patrolling,

. Training schedules for the Division Artillery were propared uader the
divection of the Commonding Gensral, Division Artillery. Traiming was

#épordineted with the Infantry Eegimental Commanders. Excellent Artillsry

Taiiges mere estoblished et Bournke end Ouenghi.

vision. The Division Siganl

" Sfiodr astablished & Fadio school Which was ettondad by sclected perw
o Cannon Compentes were issued the mow M-7 self-propelled guns
#2d & ‘school established to toaoh personnel the operation of these

| Mespons. The Divicion Commandor directed that enoh unit of the division
; Sonduct; parades on the Ous Ton Airstrip on selected Sunday mormings in
Esbidor that the discipline might be' iaproved.




April training was dovoted to cmall unit tfaining. It was also
aireotod that six hours per week by devoted Yo vigorous conditioming
of the men. Comprehensive training in night recommnissance wa
inaugorated, A C.P.X. Wis conducted on April 18th to test radio and
intelligonos persomnol. During the' latter part of the month much Lime
wes devoted to training in the laying of and neutreliztion of mins
fiolds, On &pril 23, the division was reviewsd by the Comuanmder South
Pecific, Adntral Willian ¥, Ealsey at vhich tine Admirnl Hilsey ad~
dreszed the troops end expressed his for the fine perf
of the Division during -its oombat missions, A three day problem stres-
sing the division in sttack storted 29 May with all units of the &i=
vision participeting,

ing Mey wnit training and vigorous-conditioning of the rien com-
tnvon b S wriek pace. Gas schools inauggrated by the Chemicnl War-
fare Oficor were conducted .throughout the divieion and an armorers snd
srtificors school was begun by the 725th Ordnance Company for. selocted
officers and mens The Division passed in review before Lisutenamt
Goyersl M, F, Hermon, Commnding Gemeral, South Paciflo.on 28 May et
O Tom.

The division was ready for combst on 1 Jme as previously divected '
by ‘Geporel Harmon, however chenges in tho tactiodl plan in the Facific
negated the need for sending the division into oambat“at this time.

short delsy was indicsted, however later developments pointed to & mich
longer dolaya

The, June- training schedule was very full. The establishment and
defense of a perimeter, strong poinmts, organization in depth, coor=
dinatiop of al) wespons, artillery ¢oordinetion, camouflege, cover and
congesliiont wore strasseds § Juné the divisioh went.on o three dny
problem which again strassed ‘the division in the abtack. The wonths
training ended with & five day problem beginning om 27 Jupey . On the
first day the division moved intp the field with sll of its nqmpmert
really for shipmont where it Was inepooted. Om the second ddy & per
ineter was established eround the division area, esch man being required
to dig in, and very realistic battle conditions were created. Om tho
3rd day the 35th Rogimental Combat Tehm mved out and attacked the other
nits of the division during the remaining days of the, probleme

n the month of July the Division Commander directed that e plee
toon Londer's test tesed on an Aymy Ground Force Training Directive

dated 7 Juno 1943 be prepared and given o cach rifle and reconnaissanco 3
Platodn of tho division. .Initial {nstructions were ssued to ench pla-
tosn lender'at his base camp by & representative of the Ge3 Sectiohe

Therenwer 25 the platoon progressed frém oo control Potet bo the nert
the test wsro

givsn by umpires. secompanying the letoons

,

Esich Rogimental Cambet Tesm with abtasmonts of Division Troops wes
trainod over & two-weck period. A Battelion from ono of the other
Infentry Regiments assisted the Regimental Combat Tesms in tho capeoity
of 'a shore perty, - As-each Rogimental Combat Team and the attached
Divieion Troops moved to the beach aréa for training the supporting
shore party battalion wes moved into position and given necessary 3
special instructions, Concurrent with the training of the umibs modical
porsonnel, commnications personel, and officers selested as Transport
Quartermasters received special treining,

n. the completlon: of amphibious training at the end of the sece
oud week in Novomber moat treining wes discontinued es units were en-

gaged in preparation for the Luzon Operation,

Commonoing on 15 August Regimental I & R Platoons and the Recon-
natssance Troop were tested in ascordance with the modified Army Ground
Forces-Intelligence Test. Training for all other units was as pro-
scribed by unit cormenders. The divisidn passedl in review before
Lisvtonant Gensral Robert C, Rishardson, Gomsading General, Fasific

A.Covmand a8d Stalf School wes conducted in the Division Head-
quarters ares during the latier part of August and during the first
tmo weeks of September under tho-direction of the Division Commender
end supervised by the Genoral Officers of the Divisicn, 411 Gemeral
and Special Staff Officers, Cormanders sad Staffe dows to And includ=
. ing Battalions atbended,

@ purpose of the school was to traiw Comndmders end Staffs in
the sancion employnent of the combined orms of an Infantry Division
&nd in S§taff Procedure

In the closing weeks of the Command and Steff School en exteasive
study wes made of ¥indanso Island and & less detailed study of Leyte
Islend, These two studies were mede in anticipation of the Philippine
campeign and with the view n mind to the possible euploywent of the
Division therein.

In early September the division was alerted for the Leyte-Samer
operation. The mission essigned the division was that of Army reserve,

with the slternsto mission of seizing snd securing Samar Island and Sen
Juanice Straits The Divislan wos mlso to be propared to seire and se=
oure Homohon Tsland and the northern t;p of Dmngat Island or to seize
and secure Panaon lsland ond Fomaon GLrait.

Using: b availablo meps snd terrain hendbooks s dotailed study
of the terrain and enemy situation in the proposnd eroes of speration
w6 made nd prosented to the Division Cormsnder, the Comanding

eral Division Artillery, the Geperal Staff, end to the Regimental
Commanders, Bofors further plans or studies wera made the Division was
rslenaed from the Leyte-Samar Operation and aesigned %o the Luzon
Oporation,

Training highlights for the months of September and Ootober wero
- -Battalion assault probloms, the third two sided division mizewver
c;ew-sexvaa weapons tests and preparation for amphibious training.

During the £irst weok of Gctober Amphibious Troining Unit Yoo 2,
seutmst Pacific hrea, reported to Division Beadquarters to assist in
#23 ouporvise tho maphiblous training of the divieion. Prior to thelr
. Brrival the G-3 Section selected two excellent beaehos for this trein—
dng at Presquile do Vitol, Tho training period was dosignod to cover
® Six-wok periscd which was divided inte thres two-woek periods.
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SEGTION 111
PRIOR PLANKIHG AND MOVE ¢ LIZON

Shortly after the division was alerted for the Leyte-Samer Upsratxen
the Divicion Comander directed thet s “Har Room” be estsblished at
Division Headquarters where the Gensral Ofﬁcers, the members of the
Genersl. Staff and the Regimentsl Commenders snd their- Staff's could
sssemble for conferences and work without imberrbption. All'sweilable
information was assembled and oatalogusd. Tho Wer Room wes placed under
2¢ hour guard and adnisaion limited %o selocted key persomel due te the
mecesaity for complete secrecy.. THe rogm comtinied in operation tntil

- Diviston Hoadquerters entarked sboard the Command Ship the U.S.5.
4ppalachian,.

¥ar Rooms were substquently established at the commsnd posts of
Division Artillery and the Infantry Regiments where: subordinate Commendera
and their SEaff's carried out thelr planning. o 5 es for
adnission end guarding were adopted as-applied to the Division War Room.

‘hextextutive £i61d order for planning purposes recsived from thé
Domﬂnding General, Sixth Army, directed the Comanding Gerersl.25th Ine
fantiy Division, in Army resorve afloat, o prepare plins for partici-
pation in the Luzon Operation: ‘The order dirested the Division to he
prepared tor

1. Roinforce either the I or XIV Corps in the Lingayen Gulf-ares
wthy .

8. One Regimentel Combat Team on §.plue 2.

Y. The remainder of the Division by § plus 4,

+ To reinforce the 156th Regimontal Combat Team in §ts initisl obe-
J9ctivo arca with one Regimental.Combat Tomrs
3. lend in the Degupan-febileo ares, comancing 6 5 plus 2 and move
£o.8n assembly.area in the gemersl Binaloman erea

Mumerous steff -and commenders conferences wers held by the Division

mmander following receipt of the Army-Crder. The 6-3, G4 snd the

Bivision Signal Officer were called to Headquarters Sﬁx(:h Army in

Zollandie, Dutch New Guinee, on two ocasions for fursher comieremces.
Finol

in  £hat any element:
&4 Yo withdrawn, unlosded and empleyed sepentexy without affecting the
wmainder of the Division. The Division Commnder further directad that
c'h Regxmntal Combat Tem bo prepared to execute am assault landing if
enry.



. down on
NORTOWS KNOB opd 1000 yerds WEST of KATTNTALAN,

atteck the known enemy dofensive line to its fromb. The 27th Infantry

Roptmont socured. the high grownd 1000 yerds MW of MINULI by excouting

2 Wido ouvelopment to tho WEST of strong’embmy positions located 1000

yards SOUTH of WINULL, Tho resistance by-passod in whié mneuvar was
3 r

Yoducod on_ 16 Horoh. 1945 by w nice o 141y Fongh terrain

Whon this point was reached the Division began to recoive Jap
artillory fire in largs quentitles o5 had boen indicated by Sho cap-
turod Jop Artillery Dofense Plen,  This.fire continuod umbil thd. g,

cogerrun By £he.

et

erbaty

3 heEemny aridesSsEyEd T o
KA O T rumas 0 LG FYTHEES: Wor e
Byl bondiebary ponsantzations.of:

s

tho rdad along the OLD-SPANISH TRAIL was

g provicusly discussed
(At this time the Division Comondsr order=

abandoned on 16 March 19454

From thore tho Regiment.wes to ttack to the IE along o hoavily
Weoded ridgo paraileling tho PUILAN RIVER epd then NW roross the rivor

and continuc. the attack M £o FABUTO MOUNPAIN
o Engines i
ey

The movo, got undorway cn 16 March 1945 with tho 1st Battalien,
356h Infantry Rogimest in assault, Tha Znd Fatialion, with the mission
of securing the supply road, rwved nto position on 19 March 1945,

Tho advance continued against very 1ight resistance until pL]
March 1945 and covered o distance of 7000 jards. At this point enemy
resistance -etiffencd snd only 500 yerds wes seourcd by nightfall, 20
Jarch 1845: For the moxt two duys gains were measured in yards wntil
& strong Jap blook supported by numerous HGs was contacted which pro-
Tho nlght of 22-23 March 1945 the enemy

lounched six oounterattacks during which over 200 rounds of mee mortar,

and twelve 90mn sEstar sholls were roceived by tho load comprny.

The Ffollowing morning petrols were sent out %o find the encmy
flankss The patrols reporbod that nll ruutbes of approsch te the enemy
_ positions werc up precipiticus slopes completely covered with fntor-
“lockisig fite) e N o
Duiing $his poriod beck along the Wu)ldosor Fond & serious Supply
croatod by the FUTLAN RIVER VALLEY.
To oross the walley the road was forced considorably out of its way,
3 the valley was especially wilnersble to infiltreticg
Jsp minewloying snd dexolition parbios, approdching from the SPANISE
TRAIL nres, Tho Jdaps were sctive laying mines all slong the rond &b
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ne hi i i 1cped
to 4 nighest NOITH-SOUTH ridge and tho EAST fork of which &
A merrow ridgs to & rowded Hill aboub 900 yards due YORTH of

5 3 the ¥ en 20
Tho atbacking comparny surgrised the Japs and Soured

March 1946, Tho Regimental Comender Smedistely dispatohed the 3rd
Battalion, 161s% Infantry Regimont, to hold the ares, prepiss to attack
NOHTH and NORTERSST and PR 80

e ™ The Jepanese nppRTELtIy roalizoc
impartance of his loss of this koy terrain feature and responded b;
initiating n series of strong night countesattocks which were repu’
with heavy loss 4o the enomys
ctweon 18 March 1945 and 26 March 1945 the st Battalien continued
te ntEuok t:/a onemy in the saddle leading to FOITONS JODB, but reds
Yuring this time air strikes, artillory, 4,2 porkers,
' guns, ond 8lm mortars pounded the entire aroa. 6n 27 arch
o attack supported by M-t tanks and o tank dozer VB3 leunched against
the saddle and succesded in routing the Jopee The attack continued .

. the entirc hill pass wos secursd with
one strong point which weg slininated the following
night 28-29 Merch 1945, & strong enerny counterattack

y
lsed

tho oxception of
doys During the
v repilseds

. On 28 arch 1945 when it become apparent thet the wido envelop-
ing mnesver of the S5th Infantry oculd ot susseed withous T3
toetug prohibitive chances,.ond ad.tho sdwence off EhTETL L1 T
Tnfomiry Wopiront up LYORC NOUNIAIY was mething with sucoess the Dix
iston Boruander ordered a redsployment of tho Roginent.

**'The 35th Infantry Regimont was crdered to mintain contadt with
tho enomy n the PUTLAN RIVER VALLEY arce witil the morning of 81 Horoh
625, thoreattor to Block tho EASTERN approach to the wiiey with oo
Battalion using patrols, outposts and booby braps; and %o relieve the
1st Battalion 27th Infontry

Regiment along the BAST side of Highway #5

% onvslopments clearing the Highway, and to
“from the NOITH along Highwey #5«

e bowsdary betwesn thn 27¢h Infanty Regiment and.the 35th Tos
3 Regiment ves the high greund on the EiST of High-
giving the hoed of 1l drews leading to the Higipoy Yo the B5LH
Tnfantrys
s the Topogrephic Crost of tho first high groun
tho Highmye

4 Lmmodietely WEST of

; in taok
The 27th Infontry Regiment was crdcted to continue tho av
Rt oM TN t suvolope BALEID PASS frow tho BAST end
B amgtruet 0 rood along the route of & dvances

and tho min BALETE RIDGE.

farch 1945; ond to sttack astride T ghwoy. #5 by ¢ series of close=Z
B onemt 3 lock sny offensive thrust

Cho 1615t Infentry:and tho 35th Infantry tho boundary g

night and using domolitions by day.

i In o twoeds:
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e
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in force “tho 7
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agemente against
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ons paralleling Highwy 45

s;dm;m,;m. The 1YGE5 HOUNZATN

will e dicouss: Curing. the porio '

T e die 6d 4n eubscquent fhragraphs, Durin;thesguriggi:h:“wn
Ty Rogiuent ropulesd four strong eremy counternttacks

The 1615t Infantry Rey |
piment bogan its atte
poeralleling Bighway #5 on the WEST -on 15 r.xarchu;;‘:;;%on%h:h:b;::tgivs

wes 5 high densely woodsd
e o high a nsely wo m;nshlénbxfom 1500 yards 'SOUPBVEST of KAPINTALAN,

The attdck, With the 1t Bn
gupportod by air Stries, areinml-jls
make good progress and by 17 Korg
- enmod. Jopansse dofonsive 1ino on 4
Japs Wero orgunized in the botton o
v&he hoavily forested kmob
9overed tho approaches wit

¢ infantry Regirent in assault

M-7 and assoult guns continued

h'1345 reiiched the first hevil

te WEsgdsiﬂa of the Highmy. Thy
o saddle just beforo ri

Where they cowld dexy hocoes g :;:Lﬁgxiﬁsod

bhoavy machino gun Pire, ™

On 18 Harch 1945 the 1st B
e o & attalion -sont oo corpas i
emacii?xnﬁu“::iokmmﬂg AéiD(Ebubnut 2000 yords to ﬁs"&g °w§22§°w=s
o L to th  tho above menticned suddlo and whie i

ho NOKT finally arriving at o ¥, the NOATHEST ;:ikw:;eu}:hx:t;::od
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o First Regiment, LGAF, whlch was a
. " . Y ttached to t
:':t}:nsr(‘:: és:z,lt;ms Cl’d;rnd %o corntinue to bloeck thac\‘»LgsS?!i\‘lG;;;o'?Rx?L
no Bottalion replacing the 3rd Battalicn, 35th I
one Batteliod for securit; ? o o AR
y of Eeghuiy #5 from FUNCAN o ABABA
potrol EAST on the CARRANGIAN-DIGDYG ° e
: ] -] road to.the NARINGA] &
T protect artillory battories loowtad du the TUTLAN piz v”»’?;k o
o patrol SCUTH to ANMABAT with the other Battnliom, o

The ‘advance by all elero ivi
nts of the Divieion from 50 L
N om 30 Y
pril 1945 was vory slove The Reginents mking tho mmné"iuﬁiufﬁr
were operoting over exccedingly difficult termain, e

R VRLLEY as a reute of approach:

te_the wounded the Engineers eract—

presists " 2
T Somaniing St ool &
slabosate IREUERE S s e o i -
emplaoemaiiti: W Sohp e Eo FesTIFAE
Wb fuind 4 o iTory
orbabboryliros e ottt
Restiiotions s R
were Leenly foltui:dm: g pher &
2 i i B e adlovenee,
&“ew bognra i)

¥ationing of
i

pin-pointed encmy inspall Yougl
B s Ansie lasions, undor AObIBL R IACK- M6 aRSL

Tho 35th Infantry Regiment, to corry:ou d
- its' mi
tnto posttion on 28 March  The’lss Batedlion LR e Tata Compeny S5
the tarthefmost polik of advence elong the FUILAN RIVER VALLEY Ton and
dor of tho Battalion roved Back to an assembly area along ¥
PUTLAN RIVER VALLEY rond 3% niles E of PUILA Sherblyysftsr o
0 Karch 1945 tho dozpony mintaining contact with the Jops recoived o
yielous abiack from threo sldoe which otinucd throughout the night
the morying bhe compuny began tC Withdraw to the road, and in-o
iotely sane undor Gbingk by about 160 Sy
?Sn SRS RY R U 0T, SR 12, Hee Seperate, proupe.e
saguered company due o thres Jap road block across the bulldozer rond,
The rerminder of the battolion, less one company, was brought up and ot
1900 succeedad in reducing the blocks. The battalicn then withdrew,

The 3rd B, 85th Infantry Regiment; relieved the 27t
" 5 h Infantr
glemnts i the Regiments new sons of actlon on 30 liarek sad eropered o
nces

N : During the périod 1 April to 9 April 1945 the 35th Infantry Rege
dment was ongiged in attacking o mze of caves and pillboxes orgsnized
in dense: jungle along a ridge running EAST-WEST from Highway #5 to &
Poiat 1900 yards E of KAPINTALAN,

In the otteck, which ms heavily supported by air strikes, the 3rd
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6let
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objoctive in en effort to take some o
Battalions

: relieved
nohed its objective they ware 3
W cheb:iii:“:;zﬂ:nzgl £3 April 1945, were eng;s::i :ﬁ :i:ur
ing the em\;nﬂer of'the hill mpss, the reyerse slope ol
ng the T

vamaoiously defended by Japanese in huge cavese

s Q0 yurds WEST of
Scrieatanitog 0 fock L S8 ST e o e Nl
o e as 14 was doemed sdvizedls ‘bo it until}
4 KAPINTALAN snd bad destroyed all . -
rigk in furkher exporiug tho Roglnent-ig
cok was too gresk, pertisutarly in ?::OZPS e
that the enemy yns ospable of otmmitting large avpbers o *
suoh sn undertakings A R

b . in 4lis phase.o0f the opor=
161st Infanbry Roglment. in : LA
umTZh:"é’:Z?ﬁi’,’? constristed e road xe::n;; i:: ﬁﬁief;::a gh“ v &
ot H
VER and scafinuing on 3 v NORE
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Rogiment; in & manewver clope
T T Taor actackod NORIEEAST up & #600p rasor-baok
B g v MYCRO MOVNTATN, the prineipsl ridgs rumning
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Yo & jmction with BALETE RIDGE seme 4000 yards SOUIHEAST of BAIRTE
PASS, beglnning on:17 Marah 1845 with the 2nd Bettalion leading.

. The berratn’ along the ridgs line leading o the £4rst prominent
high point on MYOKO MOINTAIN, & distence of 6000 yords NORTFEAST frem
Elgunsy #3, wan onersovoriicd by cteop slopos of approximatoly 80%
and for about helf the disience covered with denmse rain forest.
Tho absence -of letoral fingers or miro
any approcisble fiau) Awonent , eng the o
direct @ive alcug the rides iine, Tt g
bl ke A A R v
By 25 March 1947 tho attack had sdvanced to a point approkimately
4000 yards along tho ridge line ogainst moderate resistance, During
‘the nigli the lead sompanice woro attacked six times by ar estimated
two companies of ememy. T bucoms appaont that the enemy reallzed

‘the.inparbence 52 the attack and meant to dony the texraid ta £F8 276h
Infactey i possible. -

2utle slopes prevented
Iy miterrative was &
spaul

sigeor
ticie-4idgt 1L

The etback conbinued against heavy resistance up berrnin, whioh
ub times Fequited the Infontry be negoviste 1f on their hends ond
kness uakil, on 29 Merch 1945 the 2nd Butialion reached-the first line
of pregared defensos st o point 4500 yards aleng the ridge from High-
way #5o R

O 39 Morch 1945 the Erd-Bottalion reli
prepared to assails the enomy positicns
wos orgonized akong She she

o

eved th 2nd Battalion and
The cnemy

v i0gd Line in fortifiéstions vomposed
of cave and log 1iliboxis canbaining wrichstic weapms h

osedingly well sited to provide Imterisvking Zirs on ull

approuck.,

On 31 Moroh 1945 effer an airstr
the 5rd Bubtalion swpp.rted by an Med oo
flanking maneuver, tiincked tho strong:
inbo position end advenced along the wiczo Jine, which Was £o nerraw
hat of himes only hall of esch track *uitix i tho grouwnd. The Infantry

sely and by nighsfail. i April 1945, the entire
vzed. .

é n rv rzuparetion
and employing n olose~tu
T

he tanke wne jeckayed

Tre use of tunks in suppori of ¥he HZ0KD MOUNTAIN o
wies. an ecalevomont. of She Fnginesis ard

an 4 £

o Lot con-
57 pEntien,
i guntly relling growud wsublly ansoriated with
arues, M7OKG SO T e 8Lezp narrow ridge,

the YORTHEAST. nddlos and-Jmolls werc tppassable’ond bitlidozers
“ -bad to out paths, often pushing tanks 3 M

¢ position.

The tanks also Bad a péysholegienl effeo

do
In wddition there were twe boat riders to unhook sarge mets or %o
any other work necesserys

The rote of cargo usleading is given fn Chart ITI.

. General Orders $9, Hoadquertors Sixth Ar.\;xycntt:cherl the 25th In-

: ivisi 3 th Infantry, to 1 Corp .

e £ 00 ivieion 0.8 sortacksa sho 1 Gorps G4 regarding Corpe

1ieies 86 to lovels of supply to bo minteined, omeustion of cus-
B¢ bies, buriels, disposition of captured equippont, f‘t and &
S on ot POWi's.  Administrative orders publishod thereafte

o -
g:lcd on information galned &% thit conferenscs .

on, 16 danuary 1945,
B B ot s g e e e
BRE% B S e iy T, Somy o e
:lgjnzzcjlctzsi:’:{}):ud;ie;;m;z; ::ntha frent; The ;:;:xgvi:ﬁ:c;:;p\:u
T ity Tl Tl ey o e b Biieln
e bimsiorin.  The Sen ool operetion s swppicd
from these dumps.

In plemning for the next ohéecti;cdi; :'E‘:rze::‘ ::“ci::s;:rif:::i
dumips would have to be pushed fo - ther e
By e oa oy Santa Maris and the Gumps were moved bo this ares o
30 Jenuary.

Sixth Army took ovor 811 mmmivlon duss on 25 Jenusry. Units g
were suforaed fo mintatn not less than ons watt of fire or nors HHg
tue units in regimentsl or battelion dumpe. ASPls 3
one wnit in their dumps.

On 28 Januery & Provisionsl Truck Plstoon was formed cnns:i:zgﬂn
£ 2k—ton vargo trucks end sufficient pérsommel to vz .0
wen:y-r::: hour basis. Personnel and trucks werc placed on sz;\zom ry
:ﬂ:; Yetn 1 Corps and this sevordly hanperod. tramsportation pr
within the Division.

‘o

By this time tho Division zome had hecgm: sutln:;:e ?22: n;:{ o

idges tnd by-passes, and due to the i

e “’ﬁ“éiﬁ&!ﬁ Sith the dapanese theso men wore necded by e

' e e o Pornission W focured [xon Corps to use Guerrill
ron 85, 1

soon dopleted o
brganizeti ks on o loan besis.: A
i;:: 355&?22?32’3 ;tnf Oorps to-issue individual clothing snd equ?v

187

Filipino carriers to move rations f.
dungs on the front limes.. At
L CArrisd for entire regiments,
sisting from three hundrod to
the. typo of terrain they wore

.-then the carrylhy partics took oyer,

to Guerrilies and soms three ‘thousend Guerrillas were outfitted. An
attompt was mde fo supply the Guerrills units through the use of Jap-
xnese vehicles, however these trucks were soon dendlined for lagk of

parts eo andther burden was placed on the iready overtaxed traneporta~
tion facilities of the Division,

he Uningas end Lupso operaticn wes suppliéd from the division dumps
in Sante Karia and when theso cbisctives were taken and plane for the
Zext operation weré kmown, all dumps were moved to. the vicinity of

;:m Jose on'10'Pebruary in order to supply the opsration along Highway

5. . M

On 6 Febrimry 2 new eystem of issuing Class I and ITI supplies vas
put into effect. Units kot I 2/5 days supply of "B™ rations and one
deys:supply of emergency retions on hend; no given level, of Clags LIT

- had o bo meintained, Unit requirements of Clase I & TTT supplios werce
Tequested wo dsys in mdvence om the daily periodic report

This level of supply was mot great emough to sllow advance Regimen-
tal and Batialion dumps.’ A request was submitted to Corps for permission
o maintain & level of 5 days emergency rations and 2 U/F to support
oombat operations. This proved its value when various combat roads
boosms impaseable for § and 4 days st & time due to heavy rains,

.40 order from Corps dircotéd that the division o

selvage section by 25 Jamuary to take care of all salvage operations
in the division zoms. Two officers and thirty men from the servics
units. were: 8ssifmed to the 25th @I for this purpose.

rganize ® provisional

On the 26 of February the supply route of the 55th Infantry was
cut by the Japanese forées, b3t

oy, The air 4rop wes made on 27th February, with
retovory of 811 suppliss dropped.
out on the 28%h an

ons hundred porocnt
The Japanese rosd block was knocked
d norma) supply resumed.

During March the: supply lines of the advenos slaments.bocame: too
long.for efficient Q¥ supply end an'advence truckhead was established
nesr Digdig for Cldss I & III supplles. At this tims the QU dump could
ot be moved duc to the fact thet the Diyision Of was opereting & raile
hoad at San Jose and aleo ab the tire there were no suitablo sitos
elong Highway 75 for & Q@ dump.

As the Division advanced north

dong Highwey #5, the berrain elong
the Highway beoame more rupged.

Therefore it bovare necessary to use

vom Battalion dumps te the Company
times all types of supplies wers hand~
Each regiment set up labor cams cone
elighteen hindred carricrs dopending om
edvanoing over. From those base camps
¢ und carriers wero transportéd by truok as. far ms possible,

The averege losd carried by one

18,



won wes epproxirately thirty pounds snd it was found'thet a Battelion of
Infantry could be supplied on &n @stault operation by three hundred
carriers por day, if only the berest essentisls were cerried.

Due to the faot that a1l rations wero hind oarried, the l‘:ont xne
i nd as the
T T o ey T eens 4o £ty fafosta of the
Carabel o Hountains, th mon stayed wet end cold all of the time and had
tio chance to gt & hot mAl. & request wes placed through Corps for e
afly $esue of coffee and baking’componcate for the emergoncy ration.
Finally permission was granted to draw e one
those Yoomn Yo susplement the cmorgency vation and ogffae end pastries
wors hond carried to the front limo troops, Ihe ome-guartor rstion
not bein;, ufficiont, the coffea ration of troops oating "8" retion in
oor nrous was reduced by 107t and this apount issued to the Infantry in
the front lines. This coffoe and pastry iscucd reised the morale and
fiphting: epirit of the "Doughboys" immeasuradly.

Chart # IV gives in detail number Of carriers necessary to oarry
supplios for en asseult battalion in mounteinous terrain.

During tho period of 26 April to 13 ksy 1945, the 2Tth Infantry end g
the 2615t Infentry Rogiments had wnite in isolated positions that coul
ot b reached by cerrying parties Sipply by air

bocane & zecossi 7
iﬁiéiﬁﬁrds Wwido and thirty yards long, located on o' round knob formd g
by the junction of two ridge lines which mede & normal drop by 0.2;1 s
inpossible, - & decision wes made G0 try & drop by en L-5 Liaisen Plaze
equippod with & bonb reck wndor each wing, A plane of this typo

coourcd end on tho farst run proved to e porfoct for the job. In
beginning supplivs were loaded fneids the plene and one wn in
Atzflitisn to 5tm’gnet went slong £0 drop-the peckages. This reduced
the smount of sizpliescerried by the amoimt of the weight of ths men
oarried, 5o & new systom was devised using the bomb racks, Packnges W
rade up &5 strosnlined as possible to cut down win
from the Bomb rack, .. In-abdition, a5 mich wors meight as th
carry ms pleced in the cabin and the pilot would drop this

spheric conditlons over th drop erea were extremely varinblog
- cun:::‘f\tpdwn 4raft North and Bast of ‘the area limited the directiong
of approach snd made flying hazardous, ‘In the sfternoon consideratl
aifficulty wes exporlenced in gaining sufficlent aititude to clesr
£iv6 thousand foot mountelns enroute to the target area,

4
A1) types of supplics were droipod including smmmition, ratfond
wator, wire vathorios, sedion? supplies (incluaing wholo blood end
pomicillin), eigarottes, and litters. -During the poried sevon mndrdl
and forby-six flights were mado, dropping & total of 143,182 Lbs, G
mling an average losd-of opo hundred ninety-fwo Lbs. Poreontage ofify
rocovory renged from 70 to 100 percent with on approximate nveru%:é
82 porcont. Factors affocting recovery include cloud cover, wes

st
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sondition, hostile small &rms’ fire, friendly-artillery fire, mechani-
o8l condition of planes, ind more than anybhing slsschho fact that &

mear miss on tho target arce was a complete loss dus to the type of
berrain, - : B

In April it beceme apparent that we were facing & oritical short-

fire per day,. This Gausés mich $hifting bf* ammunitfon from one unit
%0 another depending on the enenmy sitvetion in the line of advance, as
one unit could not mss enotgh ammwmition 1o one dump to support an
sttack from their own llocation. A
triotions, tho alléwable exponditures wore'lift¢d end mormal supply
was egain possiblos

Buring the extire operstion tho food supply was gonerally god,
Those units who could utilize their kitchens and feed the "B" ration were
*sble to prepare good memls, This Division.heving staged from s m jor
supply base dn the South Pacific was able to bring with it & well bal-
encod stock of canned vegetables, frults end fruit julces. Tais helped
matorislly az all items vere not always aveilable from Army Suoply points,
Frosh vogotables did not become available during the campelgn, however
frosh bresd wes issued daily end butker, egps and frech mesve woro
issued frequently beglnning in Pebruary. rts Wo's v, VI, VIT, VIII,
show the perishables lssued n pounds per one hundred men per day for
‘the months of ¥arch, April, Mey mnd Juns,

During the period 11 Jamiary - 30 Jude 1945, & ‘total of 2,794,506
men wers supplied. This total does not include four Corps Artillery
units ettached for the larger part of tho campaign, nor 5,000 Guerrillas
&nd 5,000 eivilinn oarriers. Chart IX shows totsl weight of cupplics
consumed for the oampaign broken down by classes into pounds per mom per

For the firsy three months of the campaign dumps worc moved fre-
quently duo bo the rapidity of the Division advanca, however, during the
last throo xonths the eituation vac such that only one dump was moved
supplying of advanco units boing acéamplishod by use of advamce truck-
h

Ordors viore recoivod 1ste jn June stating that the Division would be
rolioved from combat at mignight, 30 Jumc 1945, and would proceed to &
comp in vicinity of farlac, 4s much of the Enginéer Battalion as comld
Bo spared from combet operation was dispatohed to the camp site to pre-
pore the enmps for occupetion. Planc for tho move to the farlac nren
wero completed and the entire Division olosed in the designeted aren

4 July 1945, thus ending G- oporations for bho Luron campaign,

Supplies nesded by one

i Welght * Unit
Infantry Battalion {500

Carried Carried Total
men assumed in lines) for Carriers  Per Pes Weight
attack for one days operetion Necessary Hen Man Carried
60 ©s G Kation (1] 42 1bs 1 ease 2520 lbs
20" gs Cal. 30 Rifle Ammo 100 T2z § bands 2200
16 Cal, 30 MG Ammo 32 38 2 chest 1216

. . 500 rds
180 rds §0mn mortar ; 30 27,5 6 rds Bl0
200 rds Slmm mortar 80 28 hv 2 rds 2300

29 1t 3rds lt
20 o5 hand gremades 40 25 2 es 1000
1000 gals water 50 47.8  5gs) 2382

can
2 os (40 rds) 2,36 rocket 8 17.5  Sras 40
6 rls W-130 on DR-§ 3 % 2rls 102
6 BA-70 batteries 3 44 2 bats 264
6 BA-8G batteries 2 3. 3uets 68
& BA40 batberics. W Swats 68
12 1i:tters 12 22 1 1it 264
500 pgs 2 22,5 250 pkgs 45
AReorted Nedical supplics 5 30 1s0
" Assorted Individusl equipment § . _..00 150
TOTAL 434 13679 Tvs,

kverage pay lond per mn - 31,5 lbs,

CHABT IV
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afforded by surrounding rice .figkds end of ‘the Bx»tﬁller;t »ns‘t,\mll

camouflege of bamboo thickets smd nipa huts. This p"sat‘isi’k.

was reduced by the infantry-artillery-tank tesn afhezl w

long battle whose intensity equelled that of ﬁv\ny bt 25 b e

Luzon. The battle reached its climex onthe night of 27- M Y

1845 whon the Jagenese m¥emuted 8 coordinitod ceuntar:ttm; o

employing. an ostimated battali?nh:f 1:@;?:3 zgggadr::e;:yner;\';p w
ks, Two battalions of light srtiller -

:r:;‘:: which were instrumental in ropeliing’ th; attsc}:sudn:e:;)ng

ing the total Japanose losses at San'llanuel %o 7a5 :o\m 8 ,

41 pedium tacks, 3 light tanks, and 4 7om guns destroyo e

ort of operations in San Wamuel the division ar ry

In supp
fired the following:

108m _Howitzers 155mm Hovitzers

7207 rds 142l rds
7 rde

HE
Smc

- TUningan and Lupacs onvelop-
The sane pattern was followed at Un _ o
ment and éncirl;mnsnk: tactics coupled with cffective tenk, ertillery 4
2nd nir support reswlted in heavy lossos to the Japanese garrisons b

3 i iro from infantry M-7 e
sstroyed by artillery fire and direct I c
g';slgcsﬁx h:‘iitzcrs. ¥ Sotal of 8 tanks, 20 trucke, 15 full trac];od
primo movers, & 105m homitzers, 2 sodens, and 1 5Tmu AT gun wei 3
troyod in this action. i 3 A
oo “Kieor socuring Highwey #8 and occupying Sin Joso after ite .

0 f the &th Division, the 25th Division v.ﬁe
e Y Livinse within 1ss 2ome bo secato tho road jumotion st
Digaig. Higay #5 fron Son dose to Digdig pnlsedithr:ug}z\’]:ov;:z:y

inet ither side rising to .

domineted by mounteinous rangss on i 0
Contact wi\‘{l oxemy forces supported by heavy mortars and art;;]i‘:ry
WES made st Roseldo where the highwey left the fiat (}Ux:xtrnl ein
and entercd tho mountains, To flsnk this strong pesition onc R
regiment with two 105mu howitzer-battalions attached wee sgnhrig Son
vide emvelopmont from Rizel to Digdig vis Pantabangen end Carreng
In the meentime tho remainder of the divisfon and artillery wl\i
engeged in destroying in deteil the énomy in the M\‘mtahgs ea:rea .
of San Isidro apd in the Lumboy-Puncsn ar;a. In this latter

e igdi £ the 15%
evid the engagerent at Digdig helf o
md Blry of tho Japancse 10th FA Rogt wore destroyeds Jotent
oponed the road to: Digdig and Cerranglan end set the stage ; (e
essault on the onemy's main liné of dofepse of Highway #5 - B
Pass. ;

AL Belsto Pass Highway #6 crosses the 2 %
end doscends into . the fertile approsches to the Gageyan xa;);;zm
& militery standpoint this pass is a ‘perfect défensive pcil ]
From Digdig to Balete Pass the road iises steadily, sometime
151

\ggod Caraballo ¥ountsined
rugged Carsbe Pronn

- FREPARATICN

Ihe Cormarding General, Division Artillery, and his staff
conducted & series of inspections of the Hoadguartors Batbery snd
the four battelions to deterning the condition of all unit equipment,
the status of .crating of such oquipment, end the shortage of in-
dividusl equipmont. Division Artillery Beadquarters also pro-
Yided instructions fn-the use of. mAps and ctodes to-be smploysd
n the forthcoming operstion, Fiom the 1:50,000 naps of Lurom,
the Division Artillery Headquaftors compiled @ list of check points
¥hich covered ezory possitle sector in which tha srtillery would
possibly oper Battalion commanders énd other staff olficors
were fully oriented in the deteils of the Nsl operation, in the
letest estimate of the enomy situstion then preveiling on Luzon,
and in the this 2 relief mdel
twelve fest square of the embire Lingayen Gulf Aros,

7:Pargonnel of tho headquerters and headquarters battery sm-
barked ‘upon threo ships: The USS Zeilin, tho USS Jackson, both
asseult transports, end the USS Apphlachian, a commend, comnunicate
don, and fire control ship, On this last ship were the Division
Artillery Commander, two staff officers and sufficient enlisted
personnel from tha operations and radio sections to provide
liatson for supporting mavel gunfire should the nced arise,

The battalions wore split accarding tothe division plan, and
lordod by battalior landing teams. While this wee not particvlarly
desirable from an arvillery point of viow, it ws necossary in order
for the division to be prepared to perform uy ons or several of
tho various lendings for which it.was dircoted to plan, Last minute
changes in available shipping and tonnage requirements mocessitated
©plitting batterios in a number of cases, Bad an opposed lending
meterialized, it is belloved that this situetion would have dolaysd
seriously the placing of effective artillery support,

LUZDN OPERATIONS

On the 17th of Janusry 1945, the division entercd the bettle
on'the Central Luzon Plain. This phace of the operstion was dir
octed agsinst s strong Japanese dolaying action vased on sbrong
points situnted in ‘towns astride oritical roads,. The majority
of fires deliverod during this period were directed at fortificab
lons and weapons within thesc towns and aghinst treop and supply
movements dlong the connosting.road nets. Principal strong points.
were oncountored at Bimalonan, SanMarusl, Umingen, and Lupso,

At San Henuel, the division artillery was First confromtod
with support of an mttack on & strongly fortified ares whose defenso
¥ bucod on dugein tanks, 75m end 47mh guns, and machine guns,
21l of which tock full edvantage of the excellent fields of fire
150

following the bottom of the narrow walley, other timee hanging pro-
cariously on the muntainside with proolpitone slopss abovo snd
Dolow tho rodds Between Putlan and Baloto Pass the

. 8T domiuiatod on’ both sides by a serios of ridges which' become sucw
cossivoly higher until the pass is fimally reached, Throughout this

o
The sapture. of u ridge would disclose Enother
ridgo o’ fow hundrod yards ahead snd uoually a fow hundred fest highe

ore

: M the bpgianing of the dperation the availtble maps were Bo
imaocurate as fo be worthless, honge poriai photos, mosaics, and
K20 obliques taken by tho artillery Iieicch planes were used, Ver=
t1c01 photo ooverage was poorly planned ond consivted of & hodgem
podge of varylng acalos, Cuveruge, scales, and overlap wers un-
suitable for constructicn of controlled mosaics, so.observed fire
eharts wore usod almost exclusively, & groat handicap was the leck
of vertical control in this nrea where operations were conductod on
rountains which towersd 3000 fect above the artillery positions,
Threo' subsoquont editions of the mp still failed %o produce Gry-
‘thing usoble by tho urtillery, Targot area survey wos Yimited,
henco pretically all preparetions had fo bo provieusly adjustod
by a1l vnite firing, K

I_n the 8ssault on Balete Puss the division artillery first
oncouritered enomy artillery in foreo. Captured doounents revealed
tho onemy's ertillery plan for defense cf Baleto Pass (Seo Anmox 1)
1neluding an ordor of battle and gonsral locations of enomy bote
tories, .

The first plan of whtack called for one regiment to attack
‘north along ths Spanish Trail from Carronglan while two regimsnts
obreast attack dstride Highway #5, Initinlly employment of ertillery
posed n¢ particular problen but as the attack up the Spanish Trail
progrested, it was necossary o shift'two light battalions to dim
roct support of this regimnt, It was seen thet this scheme of
attaok the pass was not foasible if one division hoped to capturs
the pass 1t would have to be dono'by placing all possible strength
olong Highwsy #5. Tho other.plan was abandoned becauss it caused
overextension of lines and failed to pravide muimum economy of
force, .

Tho Japancse appreciation and ubilization of* terrain wos of
2 high order, 411 eommanding terrsin was orgenized in detail sna
gonsisted of sn olaborate integrated systenm of intercounscbed caves,
pillboxos; and erplecements. Realizing our artillery and asrisl
“supreuncy, the Jupanese artillery was orplacod in cove positions
which afforded excellont protectivn agninst bombing end counter~
Dettery fire, While those positions linitoed the traverse of thoir

. ertillory, this fault was alleviated by the fact that our approach-

o8 were canelized by tho terraifi. Having firmly entrenched himself
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in thesb positicns, the eomy wos content to remein on the de-
feneive, conducting local countersttacks which, while vigorously
exeouted, Were foldom of o mgnitude: to influence our operations,

On Yyocko Mountain the Japansso roncted vislently to the ooou= ©0
pation of a porticn of the hill TASS Bnd CoynTCraTEACKed S1X TimAS
during one night. These attacks Were supportsd by rortar and m
chine gun fire and hit the infentry perimeter from three directions
simltenecusly. The forward observor with this unit called for
his norsal barrago, shifted it by scund €0 that it covered two
&ides of the perimoter end was of mterial assistance in brogking
up the attack, X

Iv only one case did the Japsneso arbillery obtein diroct or
offéctiva cpunterbattory fire against our artillery, In thia case,
dué’ to on ovoroxtension of cur lines, he wes able to emplace &

- 75mm gun on  Hodvily wooded hill so that it could deliver direct

fire on three artillory battslions from & renge of about 3000 yards,
This firo succesded in cousing somo casunlties and in putting three
of our howitsers temporarily aut of actizn, Two of the battzlions
were displaced bifcre this gun was Pinall The remain-
der of the tire cnemy acticr against our artillery positions con
sisted of orgenizod infiltration attacks using hend grenades and
picric Goid charges and ineffectivo c.unterbattory fires. One
modium battalion was aptuoked 2§ timds in 30 nights, That these
were oardinated attacks was proved by captured orders and sketchos
of cur positions found on Japsnese killed during the sttacks, In
only one case was one of these "Kirikomi" attacks successful,
While tho battalicn was firing o mission, the onemy infiltrated
o position, damagod como tractors end caused some cssualties, 5
but was unsucosssful in damaging our howitzers, With the present =

N T/0’an artillery battery is unsble tc mintain u tight perimeter,
partioularly whon Liring, without additicnal perscanels

The reduction of tho ddfeénsive positions at Balete Pass was
acoorplished by a series of énvelopments dircoted along ridgo limes
B with mssed artillery fire paving the vey. The mjority of fires
were praarranged ard fired on cal) when the supporfed infantry was
rendy to attacks Targsts of opportunity wore limited by poor vise
1bility, heavily woded arons, snd the enomy's reluctance to ex-
pose himself. :

On 15 May Balete Puss was onptured and Highway #5 opened as &
supply route, With the fall of the pess Jagdness resistance west
of Highway 45 and south of the Villa Verde Trail seemed to collapses

- Forces in this area withdrew to the sast mking a short but deter=-
mined stand in the Bolong basin bofore retiring to the high ground
east of the Sawnill River. During this withdrawal Japonese ar=
tillery bectme active at nights Reports indicated that this are
tillory fire vas delivered by weepons previcusly unlocatods Sifve.
211 artillery proviously identified had besn nccounted for, 1t wad
evident that additional artillerv had becn cormitted, This assump- .
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eir soction was often called upen to provide planes for surveile {
lomco of air strikes and racomnaissance flights for infantry and

onginesr ocimandors which wero partioularly velusblo considering
the poor quality of availeble mp coverage. )
flights word made during both the operations on the plains and in
the muitainse Mght landings initially were made by jeep lights,
using flashlight warkers, Loter, marking lighte were installod on
one field. Thess night missions were succosaful in bringing fire N
on motor and tank colums and in silencing enomy artillerys ]

2, E-20 PADIOGRAPHS: The Division Artillory tock E-20
aerin) photographs during the operaticn, frowm which.a total of
6000 prints were distributed, These woro particularly valuable in
torrain analysis, for designation of front lines end targets among
Snfantry commnders forward observers and liaisem officers, fire
direction centor, and oir observerss In spite of the volure of
prints distributed, both infentry and artillery felt the nced for
pore, necessitated by the Divisivn's wide fromt snd shortege of
air photo coverage, Shortage of photographic raterials prevented
the supplying of these photos in the quanbities requested. It is
folt that the addition of & photo seebion to the Division Ar-
tillery Headquartors for use with the eir seotion will fill a long
£olt noed, provided that sufficient photopraphic supplies can be
mde svadloble, In most cases it was irpossible to obtain plotures
through norml chonnels in loss than three days. The artillery
often placed prints in the hands of front line treops in six to
ton hours. The vital necd for phobographic équipment lies in the
faot that photographs from required angles of numerous areas can=
ot bo obtained quigkly encugh through Air Foroe coveragas Ar-
£illery cameras Teduco the time from days tc heurss

3, ATTACHED ARTILLERY: For the first vime tho Divisicn Ar=
tillery wes augmentod with light, podium, and heavy artillery at-
tached from higher headqy o« In previcus in wWhic
the Division Artillery vas engrged, supporting fires from adjucont
divisicmnl artillery and, on ocoasion, lorine Corps hodvy artillery
wore myaileble. In this operation, particularly in the ection to
reduce the Balete Pass defenses, the worth of the 155m gun, 8 inch
howiteer and 240mn howiteer were clearly domustrated, In this o
action, all srtillery fires wore concentreted in a relabively ssall Higg

Consaquently, orgenic battalicns and sttached wnits were oble
to fire on tho sume targets, The divistonsl artillery partioipated if
in counterbattery and the hesvier caliber atiached wnits joined 3n
proparatory and close Support Fires, Under these conditions the = i}
atbached units operated directly under Division Artillery control, . if
elimineting Greup Hemdquartors, &5 such, from the chain of commends’ i
4 toam fron Greup Hemdquarters was empleyed o study all factors i
of Jupenese artillery firo and to provide s Fire DirectiomConter
for separate attached bdatteries. This proved highly veluable in
the location ard elininaticn of enemy guns. The system was omine:
satisfactory, the S=3 section exporicnciug ne difficulty in coordis]
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"tion was confirmed by subsequent identifications of

4th Batteries, 2nd Mobile Artillery Regiment, By ihe tine e

scund base had been moved to Balete Ridge whers conditicone wore

:i:i {avarsble. N us plots were obtained and fired on; how=
< o tho tod luvllons Lhy Toliowing day ra

to disclose sny evidence of enemy positions. Subwqﬁentyc;péllne':

of %o 75mm solf-propelied typs 90 guns expleined the numsrous

plots cbtsined during thic period.

S

On 29 May the 57th Division passed through the 25th Divie:

end dontinued the atteck north along Highwey £5 against thavtl‘e::;‘e
Teaistinee offered by remunts of units defeated snd virtially des-
royed nt palote Pact. Action im Pho dlvisicn suotor wis iimited
o ropping wp isolated pockets of resistance and patralling 4o round
up stragglers. Artillery targets beouns almst nomexistent giving
ortillory perscnnel o “breather”, . 411 units of the division are
“llory had hoen sctively employed aguinet the Jopenose since 17
'anuery; tho prespect of the forthoomtng rolief wes a pleasant one
hewevor, siicther missicn was yet to coms, '

It wic docidod that the Spanish Trail area lying east of Highe
way #5 was 8 threat to the security of that vnnlyux:gply route niﬁ
orders wers iseued to olear this aroa of Japanse. Ono reglrent
with a bittalion of 105mm howitzers and a bettery of 155m howe
itzers mbtached roved north to Aritac and ttacked south along

he 014 Spanish Trail while amother regiment attcked north from
Carranglan, Under this pressure the Japencse defemse collepsed,
survivors vithdrow to tha east into the mopntaina and all crganized
rosivtance in tho Bolety Puss aren comé to om onde

GENERAL COMMENTS

1, -AIR SECTION: Thrcughout the entire mcticn all 1iaison
planes were under the control of the Division Artillsry and mpere
sted froma centrally located field which habitually was outside
énemy artillory rengo, Wors terrsin permitted, advence Fields
wero conetrusted fur ues during deylight hours. This system
provided oiximm economy of aireraft and pilots and without it the
constant daylight patrol which was mintained for the five and
ono half months that tho divisicn was committed weuld have been
much yoro diffioult and less sffeetive, A1l plamcs in the Di-
vision Artillery (inoluding those of attached units) opsratod on
8 conmon chonnel whirh, though scoasionally overloaded with traffic
Provided the requlred flexibility, Any air OP could conbact ony
battallon. In sudition, the plamcs also carried the lisison chamnel
of their orgonic battalion allowing air-ground commmicobicns to
Forwsrd obsorvers and liaison officers. The intelligonce velus of
the contirucus eir patrcl connot ba.overestimateds A SCR 583-B
weis kept ot tho Division Artillery $-2 desk tc menitor the air
chaxnel end wos particularly effective in ocunterbabtory worke The

Y-

nating the fire of six battalions and three meparate batteries with
the additicnal personnel from froup Headguerters, In situstions
of this kind it is believed it is more efficient.to attach unita
dlrectly to the Division rathor then to Groupend the Group to
Division, In situaticns where tho Corps Artillery Sectlon tukes
ovor rosponsibility for counterbattery fires, snd more units sre
available than con be offieiently.controlled by Corps Abilleryy
Group Headquarters can ond should b useds

4 AMUNITION; Restrictions fmposed ca ammnition expend-
Jtures at the beginning of the carpnign wers not critical until
the assault cn Balete Fass, During hic period the allowsnce was
sut to onextenth U/ por day.. This stringent restriction was
acutoly fel¢; careful plenning snd strict rationing of ormunition
to the batbalions was Wi ruls. Artillery emmunltion wes initially
te, be- distributed two U/F with Divisicn, one Uy
U/ in rear arees. It is believed a more satisfastory solution
would bs one %F with Division, two U/F &t ASP end two U/ in rear

-areas, Two U/F with Division necessitates e division dump or bat-
talion durps,  Since organic londs provide for mvement of & 1ittle
more: than one-helf @ wnit of fire displacement of battalions neoese
sitates extra guards until 2l ammnition is mved with a constant
serious threal uf destructlon by infiltration groups, Vnile the
total rounds fired would probubly not have been mick. grester for
the period with a lese severe o nc restrictions; the restrictions
imposed did reflect advorsely en srtillery support. The more
stringont restriotions were in effect during the most oritical
stages of the operetion when the greater supply was needed, At
imes the ammuniticn supply seemed to bresk downs The system of
allocations proved inflexible in that it failed adequately o
take fabd avcount thal TMDGIONn hut Was expended betwoen the
time & report was submittod and an sllocation mdo, and the time
&% which ammwmiticn Would be. drewn from the ASP to cover the sx=
ponditurs list in the roport, This time lag resulted in low ame

* mmiticn levels st the gms on numercus sccasions, despite the fact
thet aumiwiition roocrds of all echelons were in agresment and up
o prescribed levels, ' Amunition in transit or on allocation can=
not be fired, 4lto srmmition froquently ves mot availsble in the
aunps whon needed, although sn allocation had Beon received,

Agadn due o lack of sufficient persomnel to handle properly arm
tillery smmunition, ASP's received shipments with syall amousts

of numerous lot numbers, Personnel in higher hesdquarters hand
ling ertillory emmunition must.be impressed with the difficultiea
and possibility of serious losses of infantry troops by @ failure
to_supply smmwniticn in large quanbities of the same lot mumber,

5, FIRE DIRECTION: ,Direct lines were miintained %o sll organic
and attached artillery units and. ta the Air Support Partys Thess
lines were tisd inte o BD=72 switohboard; is arrangenent proved
Bighly successful in conduebing.all mssod fires. Tho present 10
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personnel is mot suffioient tc properly control fires when ad-
aitional units &re atteched, parvicularly whore cumberbattery
misslons ere includeds

§, ANTI-ATRCRAFT ARTTLLERY: 80m Ad guns were employed both
for direct und indirect fire, The direct fire weapons wers om=
ploced on & high ridge in e sandbagged emplacerent and o field of
Tire cletred, snd combrolled by infantry units, This wespon with
Lts high velogity and flab trajectory, proved valusble in the re=
duotion of cave emplecsments not defiladed from these guns. In=
airect fire, primarily for interdiction snd herrassing wak wele
vable bocause of the odded range. VI fuzes are not advissble ex«
cept on distant tirgets due to the flat trajectery, Experiments
woro cendusted in radar losabien of enomy artillerys Several rounds
were picked up, and general directicn of the plece firing obtaine
ed, The imheront slownces of operating remual contrals during
search ond the narrowness of the beam prevests the present radar
from being of mich velus, The tests indiceted that, with modie
ficaticns to incresse the speed ip picking wp profectilos inm flight,
end & more portable inetallavicn, the radar has grest possibilities
in preventing cnemy artillery fire.

7. OBSERVATIGN PLATGON: Am cbssrvation platoon was sme
ployed in the divisien scotor. Results obtained by both sound and
flash mothods wers of little value beoause of the marrow valleys
end rough torrain, Eehces in the rountainous terrain prevented
accurate scuad plots and flash results wore limited by masking
hills, Thrcughout the enpagement the enemy wes reluctant to mve
his artillery, sven though it had besn located and was receiving
heavy counterbattery fire, A FOW explained that positions $ook
8o long to:construct that it wes impracticable to move and pre-
pare alternate positions) rather, they elected to stay in place
wntil overrun or destroyed, As a result plots furnished by the
observaticn platcon usually confirmed previcus leoations rather
than locato new cnes. Results were impreved when Balete Ridge s !
oapbured and tho bases ostablished thereo

-~ 8, USE OF ATTACHED ARTILLERY: The phase of the operation
Guring the time sdditional artillery was attached to this division
the aroa of combat wos largely & marrow corridor partislly open
for several miles snd thon heavily wooded and rugped mountains
covered by roin forsst on cach side of the corridor with the high
ground at th far limt of the ares, :

Two possibilities for the mjor use of the limited artillery .3
amunition available were mpparent, One to use heavier caliber -3
o use heavy caliber ammunition to reinforce peneral suppirt :
sioms. Vhile the opount of onemy artillery fire was large in 0ORZd
parison 4o pifpr areesy tfs resulting damage was éxtremely svally g
In view of this fact, togother with tho hoavy growth and well "

R i ot A Ty et ,

1ESSONS IEARWED

Current field srtillery methuds wre adequate and sufficient-
1y flexible to mest amy of the variod problens sncountorsd in this
campaign.

Thoro i no satisfactory soluticn % the problem of assuring
enrly employment of artillery in a landing operaticn whon it is
londod on APe ond APAs and shipping is not unlimiteds

Opereticn of all linison aircraft under Divisicn artillery
control is dosirable from the stendpoints of economy of effort,
cocrdination, and mintenanco add deprives the battilions 6fno
essentisl services

Tho linion plans furnishss the most reliable all around
observation in weoded and murtainous torroinms -

The L-4 cub 15 nok as good as the L-5 for cperation in
mountainous ccuntry due tc o slower rate of olimb and less power.

Athoy trailers do not stend up under even moderatoly heovy
ustge and should be replaced by trucks - preferably four &-Ton
trucks in liew of six Athey trailers. L

Asmunition racks for trailors are not of sufficient value to
warront rotaining Yhem in the T/Bsc

Tables of organiastion do net provide sufficient persunnel
far the closc-in defense of artillery positicns when oporating
agninet the Japonese nor for tho proper installation:and mine
temance of the oxtensive wire nets required in the mormml though
not book solution, Up to one hundred sttachod guerrillas por

4y

battalion were requirod and empluyed in this caipaigne

K-20 cameras, photographic laboratory, snd adequate supplies
should be availablo within each diviainn,

Lagk of oo in zeriel end
flown missicns preduce results of & value incormensurate with
the time cnd effort sxpended.

Jepsnesge artillery con be mccurate, but it lacks punch and
is unimeginative, It often romiins in untenable positions and,
like tho Japancco Infamtry, fights and dies in place, Jap
artillery encountered so far indicates effective fire wmay by
oxpected in prearranged impact areac; that practicelly all of
the Jap firo is controlled by Repinent and yory little artillery
fire is in ether ‘than pr impact areas and
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developed defensive gositions evicountéred, th

Fosit s the hesvier caliver
Weapons were used priumbrily for genieral support and secondarily
for eo missions, o. artillery
Positions vas not sttempted until'the critical shortage of ammm
nition wag aileviated, h

¥hilo counterbattery results with ¢ i
&ble were excellent i oot s o

en the wiols, a most veluable contribution $0 the sarly success of
The basic principal of utilizing hoavy artilleny
Primerily for counterbatterp should ba adhered to,

- COMMUNICATIGNS: Norml employment of communications was
offectod throughout the Luson oémpaign, Neither wire mor radio
Bystoms pressnted any major difficulties., Redic commmniostion.

to the artillery battalions was little usad, and praotieally no
code tranemissions were mds. TG was not used, as ho two metallio
voic§ circuits o each battalion proved sufffcient, These circuits
zc times were of excessive length, and in one inetonce mensured

4 miles to a distant outlying battelicn. This necessitated the
enployment of EE-82 repeators, These are not included in T/
#llovances ond sheuld be added, Approximately 100 miles of wire
yore laid, ind the wire net in one installation measured 215 miles,
This presented a problen of mintenance with only T,0 allowance of
persomnel, lere men should be added to the wire section,

broken eircuits and interrupted services An fnmocation whil
mtorially contributed to officiont fire dirseiion wee tne tne
1lation of o BDAT2 awi with EE-8 telephonos plugged bo
# separate pansl from each battalion or separate batterye This
provided a highly flexible system and required o grent deal of
equipments but it is believed thet it was entirely justified,
1n one instance FDC hendled twolve units with sase, The entire
comunicabion systom was adequate and no mjor faulf found there-
in. Busic conoept and principles were sound, which with adsption

to terrain, organtzation, ani the tact: i
o terrain, o tactics) situstion proved quite
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little if any in direot support of the Jap infentry,

Japanese artillery of all categories is habituell.
o 3 y emplaced
In elaberately dug-in positions difficult to eliminate.

The kmerdcon ecldior is proms tu put off digging-in untal
he has beon hurts ¥ .

The most serious and prelific violation of sound miditdry:
doctrine is the habit of a1l persennmel frum semior comsanders
to privates cf oxpesing themselves on the skyline of ridges and
in the immediato vicinity of OPs thus inviting serious losses

and particulerly rendering the gromd valueless for sbeervabion,

rosent ammunition is neither flashless nor smokeless

B
which nekes enomy identification of cur artillery lacations
extremoly casy and accurate,
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i 1 March when 9 SBD's hit
further airstrikes were flown until 11 Ma, 2
Japenese installatioms inthe vicinity of MINULI. From 11 to,20 March,
2 srell mumber of missions were flown daily sgainst targets in tho
MINULI-ANABAT area, On 20 Merch sevem missions wers flown ln.support of
the division invelving 65 planes. This was the first large direct suppert
mission. .

‘ 34

On 22 March & second large bomber attaok was obtaimed. Seven ]
flights of B-2a's patbern bombed Japenoss bivouao end defonsivo srens
in the vicinity of BALETE PASS. Turing tho remeinder of Mgroh tho 165
&nd tho 27th Infenbry Regiments recoived the greatest proportion of eir

strikes {n bhoir edvance on both sides of Highwey #5 toward the strong-
1y defondod BAJETE PaSS. Ususily three missions were flown deily, although
Gn several days five missions were flowns

i i s i i flown for the E
During tho first nine days of ipril, 192 sorties were

27t and 16166 Tnfantry Faginonte, g_he 27¢h Infantry Rogimont used the

planes in softening up the Japanese dsfonsive positions along thoir

axis of advance, WOODY RIDGE. The. 16let Infantry Rogiment uscd the plance
In close support miesions in their adwance on B.NEAI HIIL, WEST of High-
wey #5.

On 10 April, thé SBD's of Marine -ir iruupizktbjfa: tuer::rr:ieii,;
ivision, They wers used agsinst Japanes e

ézs?;gs;:ta;in?\?éo;v RIDXE, Flight leaders roconmoiterod the targst in
cubc for Five eays and G4 SBD's aid an cxcellemt job of bombing, On
the 15th, 14th, 156h:and 16th of April, 36 P-38’s of the 5th Fighter
Comnand also supportod the 27th Infantry Rogiment. On 17 épril, ;ao
P-38' ugnin boabsd WODY RIDGE. From 18 hpril to 24 April only 180
sortics were flovn duo to sdverse wéothor conditions. The greater par
of those were flovn in support of the 27th Infuntry Regiment aguinst
Jupaneso ortillery torgotss

©On 27 hpril, 115 plancs flow in support of the division snd from
thon wnki1 30 ley, Yhe divieton resoivod on ovorago of slghty planos &
day, These plence wors fightor bombers Crom the S08th Bomd Wing and th
Sth Fighter Command, The 27th Infentry Reglment roceived doily supg;m :
in Lts drive to tuke BALETE PASS ond the high ground NORTEEAST of Silth
FE, Ono hundred fifteen sorties were flown for the 27th Infantry 2
Regixont on suspacted Japanseo dofonsivo positions in the high ground .o
NORTHEAST of SANT& FE and tho 27th Infantry Regiment secured this object;
sves The 15lst ‘nfentry Regiment receivod daily air support in its
drive to reach tho VILLA VERDE TRAIL. The 35th 1Tfnmry Regiment 'TFE
supported by 183 sorties in its vask of clearing Mighway #5 to Sall:
This vast omount of oir power wsed te bomb every Jepunese defensive
position in front of the infantry played a vitel part inthe division 2
being able to accomplish its mission successfully. i

Sinoe 17 ®ay, the 16lst Infantry Regimext hod used 24 to 36 plendiy
4a3ly to soften up Japsnese defensive positiune e tho high ground

" AR supporr !
/

The 25th Division used air power to a grest extent during the
LUZON Campaign. -The division was extremely air conscious end used air
power strategicslly to zoften up Japanese dofensive positions far
ahend of the troops to give close support in bombing direstly akesd of
the troops, eud to bomb vapansse artillery positions.

Turing the osmpaign 4,745 individusl sorties were flown, 2,791.5
tons of bombs were dropped and 181,170 gallons of napalm were used.
' © Due to the fact that the drive for MANILA and the battle to the East
of ¥ANILA wes the army's first priority, this division during Jonusry,
Febryary and Murch was allotted for -1ts use only a smell number of planes.
During April end Mey, when it became very importent to take BALETE PASS
end open & road to the CAGAYAN VALLEY, more and more missions were flown
50 that during these months the division averaged 59 sorties per day.
During Juns due to the rainy seeson ond due to the Army priority being
glven to the forces pushing up the CAGAYAN VALIEY, only a small number of
missions were flown in support of the divisiom.

Daring the month of Januory, the division used its limited sir power
85 long ronge artillery to softon up Japamese dofonsive inetallations in
the towns of the CENTRAL PLAIN in front of the division axis of advances
[ gry 1945, 5 P-51's and 4 P-40's of the 308%) fing, 5t
air Force, fiow Tho BEFES the division. The target
wae. 84N HINUBL Whotd thy Japsneserhad-numerous tanks, gun positions, and
fuol dunps,-Six #dditional missions. woro. £lown,during the remoiming days
of Jamiary, Torgets were Japsness defemsive positions in the towns of
SIN MANUEL, SLN VINCENTE, TAYUG, MATTVIDAD ond UMINGAK,

The first close support airstrike wes flown for the 27¢h Infentry
Regiment prior to its atiack on WMINGLR on 1 Fobruary, Up to the last
wosk in February only a few missions were flown for the division, The
planes woro used to soften up Japaness defensive positions und bridges
in the muntains NORTH of SAN JOSE along Highway #5, A-20's and Marine
SBD'e were usod on those nissionse

ur air wor wae stepped up during the last weck in Februery ms
missions were flown by A~20"s and SBD's every day against the Japenese
holding foroe in the vitinity of PUNGAN end LUMBOY. 241 sorties wére
flovn in February, 80% of thesc were flown during the last week of the
monthe

On 7 March the first largs heavy bomber airstrike was flown dn
support of the division, Six groups of B-24's rom the 5th Bomber
Command bombed Japancse defensive positions along Highwsy #5 from. the
PUTLAN BRIDGE to SANTA FE. 467 tons of bambe Wore dropped resulting
in wany large flash explosions and large firos throughout the target
area, N
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NCETHWEST of SANTA FE, On 22nd, 23rd, and 24th Uey, avery ravine and
woaded 8ren from IRUGAN to SANTA FE KORTH of the VILLA VERTE TRAIL s
Dombed by & $otal of 468 planes in preparation for an atback by the
126th Infontry Reginent on the high ground MEST of SANIA FB, 4 the

22nd and 23rd May, 153 4-20's ond B-25's were emple
2nd nd 2504 1 were empleyed to augment tho

Two largo napaln strikos wers flemm to further soften up this
objectivo aren, Oncach day the objoctive aren, mrked by tro ladders
b white Phosphorcus, wore sbruok by 144 P-58's'and 48 Be47' dropping
w0 165 gollen tanks of napnln sach, Following this, 45 A-20's Piew
gver the burned out area ot low altitude end dropped eight 100 1b para—
demeliticn bombs each. The bombing was e xeollent und the whole target
gres was covered by fleming fires with smoke rising to 4000 fect.

Zhese two largo napaln strikes were part of on cxperiment by tho Sth
ol Foreo in the uso of napaln, Follewing this tromendous air preparabion
the 126th Infantry Regiment seized the high preund from IMUGLN o SANTA
FE against light opposition and the Corps objestive was secured,

The air effort during June was greatl Gerod i
y hinderod by the rainy semsonm,
On}y 233 scrtles were flewn in June. Targets along the OLD SPA\N:I’SH
TRLIL woro bembed for the 27th Infentry Hoginent end four objective
hille in the PUTL.N RIVER VALLEY were bombed fo:

r the 161st Infantr,
Regiment. The last mission was flowa on the 22nd cf dune 1945,  °




PHILIPTIE GUEIRILLA FORCES,
ez

Sotal of £1ve TRousand five hundred Philippize Guerrillas
Sorvod with elements of .the 25th Infantry Divisfon during the Luzon
Compaign; Their combat officiency varied from poor bo £ores olare
; Fighting non(Squadrons 101, 399 and 1st.Compnny COMEM). The mjority
-0 9f tho forcos wers slements’of the Luron Guerrilla Army Foraas smdee

gL e-liberution leadership of Hojor Robért Laphom and Major Harey
Mekienzie,

Vurious nissions were sssigod those units according to the
combat sfficiency of efch ubit or the tactical situations

entry Division on 15 February 1945, This unit was woll organized

Battalions were attached to warious Regiments for 8 short poriads
The 5rd Battalion was given the mission of. securing the right flink
of the Division frem positions on the Old Spanish Trail NoFth of
Garrenglan, ..In this pesition the 3rd Battalion successfully pers
forned its mission even though the enomy mado several dotermined and
well organized attacks. The First Regiment nunbered 2065 officers
end mon”ineluding its own artillery and hospital,

The First Provisiomal Bettailon of the First Pangasinan Rogl-
mont was attachod to the Divisicn on 10 Linreh 1945 and alter a short i
training poriod by the 35th Infantry ilegiment were attached to the
16lst Infontry Kepiment and were ompleyed on socurity and recommmissnnce 1
atrols and Soourity of supply roads. The Battalion had a medicors i
gombut sating due partly to diffioultics in seouring thesr reoognition 3
and pay,

The 122nd Battalion(LGAF )joined the Livisicn on 1 March 1945, o
Ite mission wis to protect the Division Gommand Fost, It satis- i
factorily performed this mission by & perinvter ot night and patrole
ling by day.

Squadron 101{LGAF Jnurbered 250 nen, and was attached to the
Divicion on 20 Jemuery 1945, It was first emsloyed bo guard the ;
Uivision rear Uomwnd Fost snd 4o secure the Uningan-San Jose road
by patrols into the Caraballo Hountains. Its last mission with the i
Livision was the security of the Iupax-Hlalisin area where thoy killed i
en average of 10-15 Japs por day. The combet officiency of this unit i
was very satisfactory,

Sguadren 399(LCAF Jwas 6 Chinese unit which Joined the Division 4
on 81 Merch 1945 and served with the 16lst Infaniry Regiment on pam B
trols fnd oconssicually as an sssoult conpany. Tho combab of Ficiency
of this unit was excellent,

e

i YWartine Heweken Military Or=
Gempany, Chinese Ovorseas Vi ) 1
aniz?c“;u?r:s o hoY Ghinsse Company which Bhir ser::d v::‘x: trl\z
15t Tnfantry Regiment from 6 Koy to the end of Lhs oanpa
also was rated as an cxeellent combat unit,

Tho Pangasinan Seouting Squadron, sorved with the ::tt Ir:irinbry g
Reginent from 25 Jonuary to 50 June 1945 and was rate n
cellent combat units

The following units served with mriousnirtiéézryz\;ce:i:\e?:m_ 4
and service troops) Squadroms 1, 102, £13, 214, 228, 285,
pony K of the 57th Infantry. ]

ice and were imstrumental
ces rondered valusble service
in thzh::icg;: f the 25th Infantry JJ)vxsx;n‘,mduehtg ::e;:::se::t
i i at the Division would have had to dive
W“h°'2§m§2i‘21§"r§i§§f°fnr protection of lines of cormun:\c?:;:n, that
ore casomplishoen of the mission would hsve been comraniseds -3
Th;ougm’?: ‘they had Jattle alsotplines :}l];ih;gwh;:wn nd oo o
4 o6 woll as L] )
L e sn . good by Toceived desortions for gl ¢
e : S
ﬁnery in aotion and meritorious serviceo

merc wsrs 22 Bilver Stars and 55 Dronze Stars awarded o

: SIGHAL AMEX
Guerrillas by the Commanding Gonerals




patrols on foot, To meet (he reguirements of thic work they were
issued four SCR-694 and eight SOR-300 radios.

TECHNICAL NCTES OF INTEREST

Teletype proved invalusble for tremsmitting deily G-2, G-3, a
-4, and Linison Officer reports to higher headguarters.

A11 W-110 Field wire usod had very poor inculstion. Oftem the
insuletion could be crushsd with the fingers of one hand. This fact

required that all lines be laid with great cere. Basket ties Were

used hebitually.

1d wire was cabled in numerous instances when several lines
followed the same route. Cabled lines received more respeut_frum ‘the
Enginers. However with the pour quality of the wire used, it wes
ound Bdvisable mot to place wro then four or five 1inos in a single E
‘besket tie. When more were used the tie often eut through the in-
sulation of the pairs in the cable. This was especielly true for
long spanss

Grass fires wore one of the yajor haserds toﬂf\ieéﬂ;f%;&. L

i Liaison planes coopersted by reporting the deteils on
orete fives to Division Mstiicry Bedgartere,  The Division Signel
Orfice vas notiried and wire crews dispatohed when necessarys Fhon
it was possible tactically, the first wire orew over & routs often
sent a orew ahead with = blow torch and burned the area off before
the first wire wes laid.

211 lines in order to discaver the intentions of Enginesrs in the vio-
inity end to reroute lines bafore they werc destroyed. Liaison and
cooperation with Corps Engineers, who wero uften working well forward
in the Division zne, ¥as much mre difficult than with the Division's
organic Engineer Battalions

As in previous operations it was alweys found necessery to patrol
o

here was not & period during the entire campaign but what it was
nenes:ary o maintaln mmmrons long lines. Groster alkiug rengd s
obtained by loading W-110, loading W-143, or by using Telephone Repest-}
er EE-89 on W-110, It wes found that repester W-110 was superior to
the other two Fethads beosuss 1t wus mre reliable sad was mre flox-
ible vhen a oircuit was lengthened. It was found almost impossivle
%o put & repsater en & londed line %o incroase its range, snd it wes
inpossible to extend & loaded line with repeatered W-110. However
& repeatered W-110 line could be extended with ease by lengthening
with ¥-110 and adding one or wore repeators.

Radio Fotes: .

4
5 maintein conbimaous leng (15 %o 70 miles) range commmica%;
ion over moimtains it was found necessary to use two frequencies. &gy
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SIGNAL CONMNUNICATIONS

DEBARKATION, ASSEMPLY, UNLOADING OF SUFPLIES

Commmication was established by SCR-300 between Re
Cotmanders, Comanding Gemeral, and Lhe Seaistont Srvioion Com dor
lmedintely upon arrival at Transport Assembly Aros. This veice net
a3 used until vehiclos were wnlonded and mdditions] equipnent

ined &t which time s CW Net wes opsned to the Fegin
to the P voice fet, * gt dn adattion

Wire cquipment arrived morning of 12 Janvery and wire. communicate
ion was established to all Regiments by noon thet day.

the necessary controk to the Division Transport QuArtermaeter and, :
weg invalueble in expiditing the mloading of priority equipment,

Although signal equipment was slow in cuming wshore, thore wes
Yory little loss or damags end by 16 January a1l units had ample
equiprent o commence their attack,

THE ADVANCE ACRDSS THE PLATNS :

Wirg was the principal means of commmicstion within the Division 4
end to #ghor Hendquarters throughout the oampaign. Hadio was used as )
& eeoondary means of communication onlys ’

Normal wire circults and radic nets were maintsined throughout
the period with relatively little difficulty emcountered, =

THE DRIVE ON BALETE PASS

i

. During the sttack North on Highway #5 normsl wire cireults wore i
meintained, but et times with consldorable difficulty as a result of f
extremely lohg lines, linited routes of supply, lack of ltessete Ei
wire routes, and an oecasional enemy road blooks i

Fadio served &5 secondary communication, but was difficult 9
becauss the muntainous terrain reduced the effectivensss of ground f’z
a3 end forced reliance on sky waves for commnication over any K
dtstance, i

i

VHF Radio served as comrumication to Corpe until after Balete
Fasc was baptured, F o e

7T

=TS,

The Reconneissance Troop ms given missions requiring long
183

2000 XC froquency at night and a 4000 IC frequency during the day
were found satisfactorys

Half weve entennss, cut to frequency, were found absolutely
necessary to got meXimun output for radios SCRF1S3 and SCR-694.

@ most favorable antenns for the SCR-300 was found Lo be a
coaxial fed half wave doublet, One such sntenma cut for 3800 KG
end with a twenty fact cosxial feeder could be efficiently loaded
at frequencies from 2200 KC to 4600 KC. Broadoast quality voice
com unfeation was frequently established day or night between
Putlan and Menils (about one hundred airline mles% using this
antenns.,

In mountsinese borrain the Artillery cftcn found 1l mwovssary
to supplément its FM Kadio nets with wore powerful voice nets. Adde
itional SCR-694 proved invaluable in providing commumicatlon in
theso cases,

SUPPLY

The Division came ashore with & thirty day meintemsnce level
of all expendsblos oxospt wire. Ihis level was sufficient tv maine
tain the Division until Army was able to stock it's depots,

Major itens of equipment such a5 SCRe610 and 50R-644 Radios
destroyed in combat could not be replaced until after S plus 24,

Bo difficulty was had in obtaining all the W-110 wirc needed,
However on severel occasions the entire Division was dsngerously
1ow on W-130 boforo 1t could be nmde availablo. A large percesiags ;
of W-130 wire mas issued on DR-4 reels eud bad to be rewound onto

PR-8's by the Division Signal Dump.

fhis Division, es did others, found it necessery to maintain &
stock of all expendables in & Division Signal Dump end issve to units
from thet stock, The tims required and the uncertainty of obtaining
items at Depots when needed made & Division Stock necessary in order i
to keop umitc ouppliod smoothly, )

Hepair in the Division wes operated on ar exchange basis, By v
having sufficient spare equipment of each type in the Division Signal
Dump, & unit dringing a piece of equipment in for repair could be given
& working piece in exchange. Ihis gave the units the fastost poss-
ible service end allowed repaimmen Yo utilize their time more
efficiently by being sble to complets osch job without frequent in=
terruptions ko take core of emerguncy repairs.




Dispositions to duby from Cloaring Station=-m-------4253
{Bettle Casualtics 260, discase snd injury 3973)
Dispositions,
F(‘Bﬂttle Cosuslties 2636, diseasc and injury 5437)
Dispositions, rotvrnod to duby from evecustions=---=
Battle Casualties 538, discase and injury 3274)
Dispositions, -1

1o pationts
Fouropsychistric patients roturned to dut
i ic pationts

Ratio of Wit

The ineidenco of mlarin was low initially, rose to a pesk in
late Nerch and early April with 8 socondary, lesser risc in lete lay,
The rolation of atobrine diseipline to maleria incidence has been
ciearly shown.

Intestinel diseasc was 4 problem in April and May. Because we
wore operating ever torritory previously occupied by the enemy and hos=
tile fire prevented proper care of enemy dosd, the fly pepulationwae
high. When this was corrected, the intestinel disease rate dscressed
markedly, There wero four opisodos of acute food poisoning, nonc o
thom widospread mor severs.
¢ inoreased repidly in
o conolusions a6

Infoctious hopatitis appoarod in Harch -
April. Sinoe then the roto hms romsiined constant, No
to mode of tronsmission cam be drawn from our obsorvations,

A working quarantine was ostablishcd for 1400 replacements who
hed boon oxposed to mmps. The noed for men in combat Areas booane &6
soubo thet these individuals had te bo roplaccd before thé ond of the
quarantine periods There were no serious comsuquuives; thore have
beon throc secondary cases, widsly seabtorad.

Tuo cases of scrub typhus appecrod in Karch und five cases in Junes
One of tho latter died,

Yonersal cisease sppoarcd £irst in February, reached its peak
in April, ond later subsidéd, Control consistod of education of per=
sonnel, control of persomncl.going imto civilisn-oocupied arcas, and
cleaning up of the only town in the area. Tho civilien authoritics
cooperated by. isolating and trosting infected vomen.

Qther commmicablo diseascs appoarsd but nomo wors of signif-
icant inoidence, Thoy ineludo donguc, uppex ruspiratory disease,
and a fow isolatcd cases of.pncumenia,

Because tho T/ of tho roginontsl modicsl detechment dovs mob 1n= ¢ &

i lewent madicsl
clude enough lifter, borers, it was mcoessary to supp s
troops: ftth infantryven cuts dewn the fighting strengbh of the uaibe
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o~

- - UBEDICAL SERVICE, b-1 OFERATION

Proparation foi on ascault Ianding was made :
.made accordi K2
7% Flocts Briofly, modical servico wes broken dew mt:gsy.;vfw'

With 1/5 collocting company nbtachod,to onoh. [h6 batpeyios e lton

+ &3 hours supply-as arfanic equipuent, plus enother bhy
:ﬂys vhich wero-dropped on the buach.”. fho provistonal collocting plac
oon Exthored therthraopdiyalinte baventral dump st tho collecting
Station. Another 10 daye’ supply wo carried as hold carge by asch BLT.
he balance of 50 deys'vnt under division control, )

The ‘elenring.‘station was o
i pensd on the day of arrival and the
pm—tn;xe ourglonl hospitals a few duys later, Hith the rapin adance
ovor tho Cemtrul Plain 1t was necesehry to lea i
b Bry to leapfrog those wnits, -4

£ible, usually in the vioinity of the division forward CB,
onomy extillery fire one clearing. station sibe hed to bo abandoned.

First ocholon of cvacuation ws .

! . gonerally well performod. Com
Pany 518 men and Litter bearars ropestedly 2isregarded thoin ovm onfon
by bo ovaousto oasunltics dospite hoavy. snipor, smohin gun, mertar
ondartillery fire; .The high quality of firet Aid reflosted fne ind
leasive $hordugh training tho merx cooived in New Oalodonin.

ons wers gonorally.at Huttalion CPfs and worc dup in Se ih

Tapidlty of movoment allowed. In:th ot the cornitns”
TSt of thom wore dug in deoply and covered with loge end sambacs.

iy, O0Llecting stations wore usually at Rogi
1itter platoon was froquently used forward of wi
tion to supplement .the bettalion's litter squads.

Adnissions, disesso ond injury (less HP)ewn..
Admissions, (less CRO) batble casualtiego.ooon
Adnmissions, CHO Battlé cusunlticsee-.
Dispositions to duty from aid stations. = mmme w2808
(Battle Casunltics 1000,.dsiconse and injury 1598)

107,

svz oot ri o

Humerous mén &nd officers werc lost by illacss, wunds, cnd rotation.
Replacemonts were fow and wany of the enlisted replacements were not
suitable for front 1ino duty, With the concurrence of the Comanding
General, the medical department transforrod riflemsn to the detoche
ments and supplemented their porsomnel. This has beon  highly suce
oessful procedure; mery riflemsn had an interest in and apitude for
medical work and have haonme mxcollent cowpamy odd men.

Casualties in modioel departmont troops wore high, Thirty thres
mon were killod and 238 officors und mon wounded, mimy of these more
‘than once, A large number of officers and men were decoreted for gale
lentry ond herbism.

Losees by illness and rotation nccowntod for meny key officers
and onlistsd men including the divicien ourgoon, €D and
officer of the medieal battalion, two rogimental surgeons, division
artillery surgeon, division dental officer, neuropsychiatrist, med-
dcal bettalion $-2 and 8-3, divisien surgeon’s office executive, and
threo general duty medical officers. A lorge mumber of key enlistod
porsonmel wes lost also. Baperianced, well qualified individuals were
available within the division te make up most of these key lossoss
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: i the position with
flamothrowor but mensged to spray -
o] ::?ch wos then ignited by tracor bullets, The opor.
etion wes sucgossfule Seven-daps wors killods

g ) : 5. in this action,d e abouty
N S 1945, in this action, @ lange cave el
- ": 5“{2:::3:1% aug under & boulder &b th:%,‘ of Bill
2500 about 1000 yards SOUTHEAST of PUNCAN, The c:\;n\a:d .
" brosgt under fire and the flans*rower operator s rod
with?n renge. He then fired tweivs short bursts into/
cave, Twenty six Japs
flemen.
s e ¥od off by the supporting rifl et Je
T i e o By on undiscovored war oxit
“_close to the flamethrower operstor who ﬁ:{qg m:id";l\‘;mgper:mr
th. The flemsthrower wesoepty. so i rato
~ n?{vi m‘;ﬂp on the head with the flamethrower gun, killing

him,
do, PUILAN~ 18 Merch 1945, The third dettalion ;‘c!;\:ﬁ; n:yim;» ;
thrower to reduce & cave in a Toad cut near o

2.

Actions by the 27th Infentry.

B haped tunrel at the

IINGAN- § February 1945, An "L" shap :
:tiz: of & hale it{s discovered. angd & flanathx:‘cwer a:vunced

to & point blank renge wader caver of supporting riflemens

The Tiemothroner wo eoysiod inta the tumel md six dnps

were killed.

i ain o
ar PUNCAK= 24 Februery 1945, 4 cave ves discovere

gchl;lfgae SOUI of the villego of PURAN vhich bed mot beon
reduond by othor wesgons. A Flerothrowor got wichin shor
ronge {ostimated at about 10-16 yards) and fived nmw]m,‘
cave, Sereaming wes heard insidc and an oxplosion
rations snd gremndas was anted
the ¢ave so the nurber killed is unknown,

Actions by the 35th Infantrye

a not

ware
Two ections were reported,

LN

ny,
5 3t £ ing usod agrin as e ®
t to prevent it from being use o2
;‘::ﬁgnfu This feired bichues of & Teulty pressure tonk
the flamothrovers
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- the crost of the hil
- flash of white. smko

HMARINGALU- & lamcthrower toem from X Comp
thrower Yo flush several Japs from & dog

: Inity of MARINGALY with good results,
was not reported,

any used the flame-
P tunnel in the viok.-
Namber of Japs killed

Be. Flamothrower Tant: Bz
28 April in the vieinity of Myoke Mk, o

On
€ Go, T75th Tazk Sebtalion, supporting I G of the 2

Tlame throwing toak of

7th Infontry, was called
4 An extract fron the Division G.3 Gp

1500 29 April statos: "By derk, 28 April, tho K. ge
yards end reached it# objootivo.
pbteck by an N-5 Slamethrower proved most offosties.
burned enemy bodies were Few,

3 e85y to cut them down with srsl) arms Sive.
4 totel of 55 enemy dosd wero counted dn the 20g yords tzken by K Co. Our
ossualties for this period ware nome.!

On 23 May 1 flamethrowar
ongaged & machine gin emplacement just enst of
of the Balete Pass Rost House,
out roaching the pasitions,

od at 2 distancs of ab
clear the vogetation,
fire, T

tank oporating with two camnon-firing Méte

Bighwey 5 about 1000 yards North
Fho canon-Liring tanks fired all morming wiohe
The flamthrower tank arrived about 1500 &

Jep casualtics

Imomm e tho upied by U, S. Troops.,

Fusl used vas 5% Napel;

Afr Operations,

MPaln borbs wore used by supporting siroreft sovercy tines,
mborially assisted burning out Jepanese enbeencins

T february, Similer incondiary abtacks were e @
Isidro on & Fobrusry and near Putlen on 14 Narer
mde 2g3inst enomy positions in tho Caraballe bt
Balete Pass. -

The;
the town of Uningen on
vodded raws noarSsen
cnber of strikes were

in the viecinity of

ounta

Ab 1400, 26 Karch, six P-30¢s droppod Napalm
nks, on 3. heavily wooded hillside 2000 yards wesh of

bombs,
Kapin
Infentry,

Slopa i
Tho first observablo bomd landed noar
Lo Thore sms e vory large burst of flams s
5 then & dense cloud of biack smokss
0 have & height from

burst, the burning fuc:

Of the hill was sstimbod at 45 dugroes.

Wren the bomb
11, covering en ares about
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