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"The bulk of the

dnd the commahdinig 4

Earasa.. THe plan’' of
‘gimple. The 2nd Bat
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30| OCCUPATION OF, KOLOMBANGARA TSLAND

Diring the time the 27th In.ta.ntry was at Piru Plantaticn, Arundel Is-

Iand was patrolled

y elemeiits of the L43rd Diviaion, After pattols had

¢roased the ‘iglmd and” the slight resigtanice had been Gvercems,  Arufidel was

officidlly”

tered: enemy’ strong-p:
Blackest Strait, th
bapga.r.;.

The eatire coas
&ll approaches belng

a8 cleared, "A féw days later, however, patrols encoun—
oints on NorthArindel, the main defenses guarding
narrow strip of nter saparating Arundel from Kolom=

t of North Arandel is void of suitable landing beaclies,
dense Jjungle, mangrove swamps, and cordl rock.  The

typical Solomon Islands rain forest generally icovering the entire area.

SEPTRMBER 10:

&% 0900 the cofponents of the 27th Infantry at Pliu were ordeved to

Pprepare to move wit]
the Régiment (less
boarded three 10Ts
ation the 27th Infan
Officer,
Attached to the 27t

tombat equipment lateriin the day. In the afternocosn

he 1st Battalien and iiti Tank Compéry &t ¥aogai Inlet)
and procesded to Bustling Point. For'the Arundel oper=
itry was attached to the 43rd Division, "The Commardlng

27tk Infantry, was placed in command of &1l unite on North Arundel.

Infantry were units of the 169th and 172nd Infantry.

& forces weré L k Island
errain ‘of Bombice Peninsula i.mnediately south of Sage-
the Regimentel Commander was strateglcally bold and
talion was to attack swiftly to the east and drivé the -

eneimy onh Bomboe Peridnsuls into the supposed block held by the lst Battalién,

172nd Infantry, rubn

ing north from the easterd extrsmity of Bomboe Lagoon,

By the timé the eriény would have contacted the block ol forces would hiave

cleardd the terrain
on Bomboe Pénisisula

south of Stepping Stone Island, preventing the enemy
from Joining those on Sigekarasa, The two groups could

thén be’ destroyed sgparately, the Bomboe force being caught between two

pincers, and Sagekar

SEPTEMHER 11:

The 2ndc Battalion px
the larding point af
tained by 'a company
ies, ard the high te
tion fer the attack

. The Regimental

SEPTEMFER 12:

The attack to Y
abreast, ‘2t 0730, la
of the narrow pening
fréshly evacuated en
yards east of the 1i;
the 62 grid line but)

area was encountered,

automatic weapen and
vals of two to.three
met, and by 1600 thej

ssa being cleared by the 3rd Battalion.

loceeded by small persornel eraft from Bustling Point to
FEast Bomboe. The defens® blo¢k of East Bomboe, main-
of the 169th Infantry, was passed throagh by two compan-
irrain to the east of the landing was secured in prepara-
the !o]_lcwing morning.

Command Post was established at Bomboe Village.

he east was launched by the 2nd Battalion, two companies
¥t and right flanks secured by the north and. south shores
ila. By 1030 the assault companies had passed through a
iemy bivousc ared of approximately 200 -troops some 1300
ne of departure. Rosisterice was met in the vicinity of
was qulckly overcome. Another freshly evacuated bivouac
and from this peint on delaying forces of at least one

several riflemen were met successively. at regular inter-
hundred yards., -These forges were overcome as they were

asgault had advanced 3000 yards.
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The morning of |[the 12tk the 3rd Battslion followed the route of the

2nd Battalion to Eagt Boimboe.

At 1430 ope company placed a block at each

&id of a rorth - souyth trail running through the bivouac area the 2nd Bat-
talion had passed near the 62 grid line, .

SEETRIDER 13:

470730 the atHack of the 2nd Battalion wds resiméd with resistance

encountersd 350 yarda to the east.

The advaticé was slowly econtinued until

the left assault company was pinhed down by intense Heavy and Light machine

gun ‘and vifle fire,

The right company, having met only slight resistance,

attedpted to' flank the ehémy, but were stopped by intense fire after reach-

ing ths "cheat of high giound to the northeast.

The Battalion suffered eight

cas\u.ltfias Adnring the day.

The 3rd Battalipn, sssigned tte mission of clearing S&sskarsaa, moved

to'the ared south of]
tivey

Stepping Stene Island, the best approach to the cbjec-

TAfte¥ a réconndissence from the northern shore of the peninsula one
ctmpatiy waded the nefkhigh strajt.

The company was to make thie erossing to

Stepping Stone, and 1f the island were ¢lear, to proceed to Sagékarasa,

driving through to the rnofth shore.
lsading company, anophér was to drive dcross ' Sagekarasa, pardllel

Depend.ing on ‘this opposition mét by the
06 “and

west ‘of the léading pompany.” A platoon of 4.2" chemiical mortars atfached

to the

supporting in conjunction with the

Battalions 81 mm norbars.

“'Thé current aroiind stepping Stone was gwift and most of the island was

& mangrove swamp, how
tillsty fire from' Bil
western end of the i

' " Some infiltrato:
lines, bup all were

“To protest the

Sagekaridsa were outposted.

with twelve men from

weré cléared, the 169th Infaatry outposted them.

bodts under cover of
ramaining distance w.
13 September; and 1 «

ted att

ever, the crossing was successfully accomplishied. "Ar-
tling Point had driven the Nip installations 4o the
land, and the move of the Batta]_ion was unoppoaed.

8 and ons column of ‘Nips approached the western compa.ny's
illed or driven off.

&ft flank of the Regiment the outlying islands west of
Before dawn the Reglmental Recoinaissance Platoon
the 31d Battelion pstrolled the ‘islands, and when they
The pabrcls paddled assault
dérkness to within 100 yards of the shore and swad the'
th full cémbat equipment. Islends 4 - 10 were outposted
3 the lith.

“on 13 Septemb

to contact-and definitely detéermine

the location of the Yt Battalionm, 172ud Infantyy, were iunsuccessful, The

“nd Battalion Had reg
ne sigha of them. A
sottewhat fatther east
the lst Battalion, 17
all ‘suffering from'fa
on &n azlmith of 290
27tk Infantry. Stron
pasa it and Join the

"""Durdng the day &
forces felt out thelrn

“Shortly after dg
pridk fire fight with
guns and grenades.

In the late afte]

ched the ppint supposédly blocked by this Battalion with
Ipat¥ol by-pagsed thé Nips knd contacted the Battalion-
than ‘had been eipecteds The block was riot in effsct,
i2nd” Infantry, béing a composite unit™of only 250 ieén,
tighe and lack of food. The unit Was ordered to attack -
[degrees and contact the right flank of the 2nd Battalion,
g resistancae was met, and the unit was ordered to by~
R7th Infantry.

ind night several fire fights ensued as the opposing
fronts and improved their positions.

light the 3rd Battalion on Sagekarasa engaged in a
enemy forces from the west who employed light machine

rooon the sporadic firing that had been taking place

-2=-




!W”WW&» =
Py

ooty prp753.007 |

By &- NARA Datetm

3

WS b

during the day 'suddenly ‘iriéreassd in intensity as the enemy attampted to

work into our lines|

b “Light mechine guna and grenades prevented an enemy

break-shrough, althpugh at timeés the Nips, hidden by thé dense jungle

growth, advanced to|

4 2115 the OF)
west glioré of Sageks
adjusted- eéncentraty
tratidns,csonsisting
mortar fire, were 1.

SEPTRMIER 15:

" The 1at Battal]
Perisive assignment
Point, bivenacing ke

Durinz” thé mory
by the comiposite wi
1150,  The attack md
& small penetration
on both sides.

Shortly after
tire west line. A
vahce uncbserved to
nadés eird Light mach
searched parallel t
llhés. " Between mory

vent the Nips escaph

The enemy was
i night. The Regimeit
. slmildr craft to be

{ tion cliannels and pe

¢ ing barge activity.

sumed in requesting

* (commrication to N

within a few yards o!' our positions.

oni’ Island #'1 ¥eported Ba.x‘!geé approaching the north-
srasa, During the day, observers an Island # 1 had
lons on this knowh énemy barge landing. -These concen~
g of 1ight and medium artillery &and 4.2* and 81 mm

aid down with uncbserved results.

lon and Anti Tank Company were reléased from their de-
it Enogai Inlet. The Battalion proceeded to Bustling
ere for the night,

ing the liries” of the 2nd Battalion were strengthansd

it of the 172rd Infantry, and ‘an atfack was lacnched at
t with little suécéss, and the Nips countered, miking
which was quickly thrown back. Casualties were heavy

daylight the enény on Sagekardss attacked along the én-

ain the dehse jungle growth permitted the snemy to ad~
within a few féet of ouir posltidons, but as befors, gre~
ine guns prévented a break-through. &1 im mortars

and as cloge as 35 yards in front of the 3rd Battalion
ar rounds intense amall arms fire was laid down to pre-
ng from the impact area of the mortars.

sbviously roi.nforci.ng trom Kolombangara by barge at
navel

bal a yer, corvette, or
placed under hiz control, eliminating normsl communica-
rnitting ixmediate counter action agesinst the reinforc~
The request was disapproved, and the length of time con~
naval assistance through normal channels was so great

W Gaorgla was very poor afid slow) that we had to rely

aolely on our own Infantry and Field Artillery weapons to combat this ac-

SEPTEMEER 16:

tivity which each night was strengthéning the ememy to our fronmt.

)

The lst Battalion moved from Bustling Point to east Bomboe and went
into position in resr of the right flank of the 2nd Battalion.

Nip positions in front of the 2nd Battalion were heavily ghelled, and
intermittent automatic and rifle firing continued throughout the day,

V'm, 1630 six light tanks landed at Bast Bomboe and moved to the rear of
the 2nd Battalion, gainfall covering the nolse of the tanks. This coupled
with the seeming impossibility of either landing or employing tanks on

Bomboe Peninsula aff

lorded 2 complete advantage of snrpria}q

Or. Sagekarasa the 3rd Battalien, following an 81 mm mortar préparation,
attacked, three camganies abreast, to the west. = Enemy resistance was deter-
nmined snd intense, and only 200 yards were gained during the day, each foot

bitterly contested.

Nip barges werg active shortly after derk. The contentrations were
laid, and the barges turned east. Direct hits were scored by a 37 mm Antd
Tank gun and two .50 cal, machine guns on the north shore. Theose barges

not surk retired to

[Kolombangara.
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SEPTEMBER 17:

The st and 2n
aleng an dsiith of
the attack; the séck
Jowed closely beliiri
aninunition was fire;

mrarTan
5 e i Eﬁi

id Battalions combined for a coordinated attack at 0740
60 degrees. [The tanks, in waves of thresé, spearheaded
ond wave pFotécting the first. The Infantry troops fol-
d the tanks which moved by, béunds.” Canniister and HE

d by the tanke! 37 mm guns at point blank rangé. The

taiiks Wera controlled by radlo Trom the 2nd Battalion Commarid Post which

also had telephicne’
who located many of|
through to the sea
After réorganizatiol
was reached before
sitated digging in

This ¢ a7l

cémmunication with the front-1iné cempany commanders

the enemy machine gun positions. “The attack broke
gsroirid noon, ‘pinching off the center of enémy resistance.
f the ddvance was pushed to the east. Another 350 yards
Lhdréssed resistance and the approach of nightfall neces-
for the night,

1 tank. Ead

surprise. "Many Ire

attack apparently capght the Nips by
shly k:L‘Llsd bodies were found in additio.n to numerous

hastily enverpt? amuw graves.

Throughout the

SEPTEMBER 18:

The 1st Battall
btack to improveé pos
bat’ were driven bagl
of action; one caug

" The Anti Tank
company and ordered
to cross o ‘the wes)
a blotk. The move

. blotk. " Béfore posil
attidckéd in fopca.
brought ‘dowri by ‘the|
1ot have beer succe)

Peninsula been able)

. " In thé afterno:
tathed to the 3rd"B
Pirg an atteck wes’

day mortars and artillery shelled western Sagekarasa.

ion, using two tahks, launched a Iimited objective at~
iticns. After & short gain the Nips Cointerattacked
k with heavy losses, however, “both tarks were put out
ht fire, and the other was hit by Anti Tank fire,

Conpany was &ttached to thb 3rd Battalion as a rifle
Lo advande sadt along Sageksrasa, and if not oppossd,
tern end 6f the adjoining periinsula and there emplace

“Was effected, 'and the cofipahy began to organize the

tioris could be dug or fields of fite clsared, the Nips
The positiofi became uiiteridble, withering fire being
ohény, ahd the company withdrew. Thé withdvawal could
sfully effected had not the 2nd Hattalioh on' Baitboe

to lay heavy flanking fire across the Nip front.

Oh two companies from the lst Battdlion were dlso ab=’
attalion.  After & preparation’ of artillery and iortar
Tairiehéd to theé west, meeting with little success. Nip

light and heavy michineé gun fire was intense.

SEPTEMBER 19:
Diiring the nicH)

ning additional tarks were moved in réar of the 2nd

Eattalima, ‘bringitig the total to eleven. ALL eléven tanks weié employed

ebieast, the entire
edeh shoit ddvance
aréa to their fromnt|
tact with the taiks)
- porideranéd of fird
demoralize the enemy.
éfieny’ ‘Bositions and

by this attack.

om Sagekarass
by a more intense a)
wag met, Bat s few
tank gremades.

During the nig

line advancing by & ‘series of short bounds.” After

fhe weapons of all tarks thorough]y awépt the entire

b “The assauli cumpanies ntained ¢lose physical cori-

at @1l timés, “This™ plafi depénded on the sweeping pre-

power of the ragsed tanke to éomplétely oveiwhelm and
.~ 'Thie  &ttack was highly successful, oveirupining the

bfea.king his will to resist. 459 yards were gained

Lhe ‘attack to the west was resumed at 0830, precéedéd
rtillery and mértar preparation. " The eame Fesistante
ip positions were reduced by flame throwers and anti

ht naval guns on Kolombangara heavily shelled Sagekarasa

—lym
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and Baboe Péninsu..a. This was obviously an attempted diversion of atten~

tion from the heavy

bérge activity heard around the northwestern end of

Sagekarasa. Wnether the enemy was réinforcing or evacnating was not known.
The prepared barge |concentrations were laid, sinking at least ome barge.

SEPTENBER 20:

46 0900 the attack on western Sagekarasa was resumed. The western end
of the island was rpached with very light opposition, The barge activity
the night before had been an evacuation, i

SEPTEMBER 21:

4 eoordinated ndvance to the sast wds begun at 0830, The units on

Bomboe Peninsula ke
Peninsula. After md
of the 43rd Divisioa
Island,

In reviewing t

t abreast of the units likewise moving along Sagekarasa
pping up a few stragglers the Régimént contacted units
thus reducing the last of enemy resistance on Arundel

e action on North Arandel it is well to remember that

thé 27th Inifantry was considerably understreéngth in officers and men., The

Regimerit had beén ix
ticipated in the ge

the Solomons area for over eight menths and had par—
eral attack on Guadalcanal whiéh drove the Japanese into

the sea at Kokimbona as well as the gruelling pursuit of the énemy on New

Georgia from Minda

o Bairoko and Piru Plantation. 1In gpite of all this,

the Regiment, outnumbered at times, completely annihilsted or drove off

Arundel all of the 1
Japan."

From priscpers
13th Infantry had b4
Arundel.  From the g
vated casualties fra

Durding the Arun
inental G

3th Japanese Lmperial Infantry, ®The Pride of South

taken later on Kolombangera it was learned that the
oh glven a misslon of "holding oit to the end" on
eriod 13 - 18 Septembeér the enemy reinforced and evac—
m Sagekarasa each night.

del opetation at least 600 Japa.nese, :.ncluding the

killed, In addition
tered with shallow J
who had desperately

, and two Battalioh Commahde¥s, were

to _this the entire western eafid of Ssgekarasa is 1it-
lapaniesé graves, and for several days bodies of those
tried to swim to Kolombangara were seen floating néar

the 1sland and peningula, Estimate about 400 of the enemy were evacuated
by barge to Kolombangara.

DCCUPATION OF KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND

SEPTEMERR 21 - OCTOBER k:

Following the ey

Arundél Island on

‘acuation of the remaindet of ‘the Japanese forces fromn
mber 21st the 1l Combat Team (89th Field Ar-

tillery Battalion at

uached) now reverted to the control of the Commanding

Geneéral; 25th Infantyy Division, was assighed #ha mission of defending the
north toast of Arundél ' Island and bombarding with artillery, thé enemy held

airport of Vlla, Kol

‘O’ October 2nd,
gouth coast and the
gorie airce Septenber
Xolombangara Island,

a Island, 1200 yards across Blackett Strait.
two reconnaisssnce patrols which had Feconncitered the

314 - Hamberi trall respectively, retmmned having been
29th and reported that the enemy were evacuating from

b
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OCTOBER 53

On October 5th
Division Commander
defense Vila airdro

OCTOBER 6:

The leading el
Bingl Cove at 0800
Battalion had lande
fensé around the ai.
Cove. Iarge quanti
OCTCBER 7 = 12:

During the per

the Regimental Commander received an order from the
(5ee Operations Memo. #26 for details) to occupy f.or
me .

pments of the lst Battalion, 27th Infantry landed at
and procéeded east to the alrfield, By 1345 the entire
f unopposed and at 1500 had established a perimeter de—
rstrip, extending from Ringi Cove to Disappéintment
ties of squipment were captured. (See Intel. Annex)

od October 7 - 12 numercus combat and reconnaissance

patrols were dispat¢hed to the west, northwest, and north. These patrols

¢aptured additional
other stragglers.

On October 9th
the 1lélst Infantry,
native canoe in'a ¢
prominest points, i

enemy équipment, killed several Nips, and captured two
0 large groups of enemy were encountered.

a I issance patrol hed to the Regiment from
which had circumvented the island of Kolombangara by

unter clockwise direction and gone ashore at various

ported large guantitiss of abandoned eguipment all

along the coast, evidence of evacuatlion on the north and east shore, but

no contact with the

On October 1Lt
Infantry Division wi
tioh returned and ¢

eneny.

2 sinilar patrol traveling by LCP, led by G=2, 25th
iich had circumvented the island in a clockwisée direc-
nfirmed Feport of first reconnaissance patrol. From

prisoners itewas leirned that the enemy garriscn had been ordered to evac-

uate on October 2nd

OCTOBER 12:

Al11 reports ind

on X6lombéngara and

[
licated that thére was no organized resistance remaining
at 2400 the lst Battalich was relieved from the defense

of Vila by a Fiji Bgttalion.




