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GEGRQIA, BRITIZH SQLOWN J3LARDS
Periods July 39 ~ Sept. 10, 1943)

The Second Battalion londed on two LCI's, one L8T, and ope APD at
Rikum Benoh, Gusdaloanal, on the morning of July 31, 1943 and departed for
New Qeorgia 4% tha afferncon of the same day. The Battalion astrength was

25 offisers and 591 ey
The trip to

personnel and sll equipment on Sasavale Ielend
During the disembarkefSon enemy planes bembed

1isted mon.

New Georgia being unevestful, the badtalion dinsmbarked
the morning of August lat.
strafed the ships and

shoreling but no casulties or dawage to equipment resulted. The battallen

bivousced for the nigh

O the merad
Georgia [sland in aes:
to the vieinity of the
defonss In conjunetlon

ng Augu

roserve
twise daily. Op Aogus
rasd blodks betwesn )

on the moral
Resannsissance Plataeoy
Trail to the vieinity
sdther the lat or 3rd
resistante on the Bal
resistante on the Try
Réed. Thie 2nd Battall
marching and arrived
143G, Company "H* wa
supply roates of lst

The disposi]
that of the pravions

b on Easavale.

(ng of Asgust 2nd the entire battalion moved Lo Kew

ult bosts lending wt Lilsna Besch from which it marched
parachute drop, where the battalion formed a perlmeter
r with the othar two battallons,

% Srd and hth the 3econd Battalion with the excoption

td in the vicinity of the parachute drop in Regimsntal
1ing in sll direstions from the bivouss area was effected
Kt ith Company *G" relieved Company "L" along the line of
e perashute drop and Ri-¥.

ing of August 5th the battalion was relieved by the

h, 37th Division, and was crdered to move West on Baxter
of RJ-§ in order to be readily avallsble to aasist
Battalions., On this date the lst Bettalion was engaging
rolco Trail north of BJ-¥., The 3rd Battalion had meh

hok Road { later salled the Munda-Zieta Trail } north of
fon, lees Company °GY, left the parachute drop at 0900 by
at its blvouac area four h 9d yards Weat of RJ-W by

3 held at RN and asei, the mission of pretecting the
and 2nd Battelions,

ilon of the battalion on August 6th remsined the same as
heternoon. Lt, Colonel Bvans assumed command of the

bavtalion on thie date.
on the morning of August 7th the battalion wie informed of the

following plans The
Iofantry in reserve wi
3rd B with the Canno

hat Bn with the AT Company attached and with the 16lst
ks to procesd Norbh on the Munda-Bairoke Trail, The
n Gompany attachsd and with the 2nd Bn in reserve was

to proseed North on the Hunda-Zista Trail to Zieta Village.

A5 & result
battelicn which then

of this plan Oonpany "G" and Company #H7 prejoined the
harched West on the Buxter Trail to Ri-J, thence North

to the Jap bivouat arpe between ihe Twin Hillp which had been occupied the

previous night by tho
this arsa during the
sontinued Nerth en th

3rd Bn, The batsalion, lees Company "Q", remained in
pight. Company “G", being attached to the 3rd Bn,
I tyail to the 3rd Bn CF. During the afternoon of

Migast Jth orders were veceived and plans scoordingly made for the 2nd Bn

to pass through the X
toward Ideta,

ird Bn on the following day.and to oontinue the advance
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On the morning of iugust Sth Company ®G" passed through the advanced

pesition of Company *1

" where it wes ordered to hold up until the remainder of

the bg}hlt;u olnrrd ithe 3rd Bn CP, This was accomplished by 1300, The entire

North along the trail; Oaxpany “G" preceding the bat-

an
talion by 400 yards was followed by "F#, #E#, “Ho¥, and "H* Companies, 4t

about 1430 the L

séouts of Company “G" entered & deep ravine flanked on

sading
both »ider by precipitious ridges paralleling the trail, At this point Company

"G+ suddenly came undg

r Intense fire, The compeny ismmedistely deployed on

sither side of the trall but sas wible to advence more than twenty or thirby
yards. The Battallon Sommender imsediately initiated the following plan:
Company "Pt was to asesnd the ridge to the left {West) of the trail and out-

£lank the enemy resistasce, A4 patrol from
flonk (left) with the Wiew of smple;

gt reached the top of]
10 the left of Company

*G" was to logate the enemy
Gonpany "E" around this flank. Company
the ridge to the West, but upon reaching & point directly
3t was shopped by enemy fire, The patrol f{rom Company

"G gucessded in skirtling what appeared o be the snemy left flank and advanced

sbout 150 yards befors
148 vight and left, P
resistance wae diapose
X700 $he abtack was
L

On the morny
Batbelion Qommander.
of the trail. Company
asttack from the right
eneny left flank by se)
day, The attack Jumpe
right platoou of Compal
platoop progreossed & 1
to galn complete contrt
yords bafore belng stog
to advance ittle fart]
of all units was very
and the roughness of t|
Comandir ordered a wi
Yogs Comp w59 which|
battalion eould thus b
Japacess positions, G
that artillery fire co
coordinated atiack by
fire from any location
sound., Adjusting in ¢
norpelly, but consider

it ceme under eroas-fire of machine guns from draws to
oa the report of this padifol it wes evident that the

d in depth along A rldge to ths right-front of Company "G",
discontinued and an all-rdund defense prepared for the

hg of August Fth the following orders were issusd by ‘the
Pampany "0" was to attack with one platoon on each side
#¥n Lo attack on the 14ft of Company G. Gompany "E" to
Plank of Qompany "G* with the miseion of enveloping the
suring the ridge reported by the patrol of the previous

¢ of f at 0930 but met with only limited success. The

hy VE" nearly gained the top to the ridge; the left

Rttle over half way up the ridge; but neither was atle

bl of the high ground. Oempany "G advansed ebout 150
pped by heavy mschine gun fire. P* was unable
her than Cowpany "G". Conteot betwsen unlis and centrol
dirficult bacause of the densenese of the jungle growth
he torrain, When the attack bogged down, the Regimental
e envelopsment of the eénemy right flamk by the 2nd Bn,
was attached to the 3rd Bn., It was hoped that the
y-pass the resistande and rsach the trail in rear of the
bmpany "E" was withdrawn to the line of departure in order
{113 be claded on the enemy positions in preparation for a
the 3rd Bn, As it was impgasible to obssrve artillery
on this terrain, it wes necessary to adjuet all fire by
his naturally took oonsiderably more time Lhan
hble fire was susoessfully placed on the objective, During

this firing, unfortunately, a defsctive round fell short and exploded in the

Qompany “E¥ sommand po
aix other enlisted men

st ares killing #ix nonwcomeissioned officers and wounding
Captaln Browning and his Bxecutive Offiser, Li, Guma,

wsre knooked down by the explosion but miraoulously escapsd injurys ;Because the

artillery sdjustment w:
3rd Bh with Company "B

I would like
axagllent easistance il
Even though operating
lisson officers, aund G
lending troops most of
wanted it, when we wan
has a very high respes

As not ecompleted until abeut 1530, it was At jed that the

attached would attask the following morning..

at this time to commend the sntire 89th F.A, Bn for the
¢y ren d the iment ug! the entire campalgn.
ander the most adverse conditions the forward observers,
slonel Ferris, the commanding offlcer who was with our
the time, always sucoseded in laying down fire wheke wa
ed it, and in sny quantity we desired, The 27th Infantry
for the 89th Field Artillery.

In the meantime the remainder of the 2nd Ba started its envaloping
mensuver at 1300, movifg Southwest for soverel hundred yards then following a

GoRpass Course across
“Hq. " and "H°. AL

ountry, The crder of march was, Companies upn, Agn,

1A30, the leading elemsute of (Company "F" met sonsidorsbls

rifle fire. The leading platoon deployed and pushed forward to the top of 2

ridge perpendicular to

their front, where they encountered & line of énsay

[&)]
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-fyom H Qospany located)

pill-boxes and fox
two pill-boxes and kr
ruaber of the enemy.

i
|
oles. In the ensuing fire, fight Company #PH

| y Y% destroyed
ooked out seversl machine gune and killed a cmnido::blt
Fire from other machine guns from the left and higher

up the ridge prevented a couplete break-through of the enamy line. GCompany

"G was comnitted to the left of

positiens on the high

*FH, but wae unable 't h
ground bhat had pinnod'&)anpmy g ch'.wm.e ,A':I:.t :‘::

nearly dark by this tims, Company "F* was withdrawn about 30

b;;hlicn, withont diffing in, foraed s perizeter of dotenzc g::d;hnm:i;::.
Had the.opposition bepn met a fow hours earlier there is little doubt but
what the battalion wohld have suscessfully penetrated the enemy defenses
and roduced this strong point. i3 it was, the Japaness still held the
commanding ground, wepe well dug in, and had numercus supporting automatic
wespons including hesyy and light machine guns which were emplaced will
tonatructed, log pllliboxes, Throughout the night Company "P* reported
hearing considerabls shopping and digging from the eneny lines,

On the morn]
t¥o or three hundred
entny strong-point.
and £ired numersus cor

At 0730 on

the battalion again p
40 envalaps the right
“F% wag lsading follod
about 300 yards the 1
grenade barrage which
gun fire at closs reng
a gounter-atl

platesn of Gompany ¥
this attack and sucose
to protact the lefy £1
hd most of i

tants, lmsrous easus
exploying many autamay
the battslion's repest
spont with the two frg
of August 12h ths Jag
conalderible activity
an sneay counter-attag

Just bafore
80 that artillery con))
speatal effort not to
about 60C yards. Thro
consentrations an the
the battalion. In ord
sttack of the 2nd and
%o and on either side
laft flamk of the 3rd
trail, The artillery
gade sush action neces
1t was found that the
by the 3rd 8Bn. Asmemb)
%nd Bn was placed in 1
later in the afterncon
the trail,

During the 1
was again atiaoched to
rear protegtion for the

of the resistance beln]
to lead from Zieta Vil

ing of August 10th the battalion was ordered to wit:

ndran
yards so that artillery fire could be placed on th-rr ™
Throughout the remeinder of the day the artillery adjusted
neentrations in the ares oscupled by the aneimy. i

Augugt 11th, follswing a tHirty minute artillery prevarstion
shed formapd, swinging farther to the laft in ao stisapt

of the reaistance which had been previcusly met. Cempany

ted by *Gv, “H", and "Hq." Oompanies, After advaneing

ading elemants of Compony "F* suddenly met a heavy

was Liuuediately followed by very heavy rifla and machine

9, No soonsr had the fire fight began than the Jepasnese

ack against the right flank of Gompany "F', The waapons
and all of Company "' was immediately caumitbed sgainst

dded in driving the eneny back, Company PH" wes employed

lank of Company *F", Throughout the ramsinder of the

e afternoon the Bn repeatedly attacked the ensmy resis-

{1ties were inflicted on both sides. The emplaced poeitions

iic weapons, was guffioient to permit the %o repulse

od attacke. rislngly, a relatively quiet night was

it Linea only & few yards apart, around G400 on the moraing

anese threw stones and rosks st our front line troops snd

was audible in the rear of the Japanass lines, anticipating

fit, our troops held their fire, but no sthack developed.

dawn, the battalion commander was again ordesred to withdrew
d bs used as @oon after daylight as poseible, Mawing @
[Pngaze the enemy, the battalion, accerdingly, withdrew
aghout. the morning the artillery laild down intense

lentire area ovcupled by thé snemy. Jompany “E" rejoined
or 4o take asdvantage of the artillery fire, & coordinated
Brd Bn was ordered. At noon the 3rd Bn attacked parallel
pf the trail. The 2nd Bn, maintaining contact with the

Bn, attacked along the higher ground to the left of the
wis not lifted until the eafety of the attacking echalons
pary. Upon reashing the area of previous enemy resistance,
yepsnese had withdrawn, and an immediate pursuit was begun
Ling on the trall in the vicinity of the Zieta River, the
peerve and ordered to maintalr gontact with the 3rd Bn.
the 3rd Bn again eneountersd organiuzsd resistancs aleng

Bth, lith, and 15th the %nd Bn, less Company "E* which

the 3rd Bn, remeined in reserve and furnished flank and

p 3rd Bn, On the 13th a patrel comsisting of a platoon
and placed & block across a trall 1o the North and West

¢ encountered on the Zists Treil, fThis trail was welieved
lage toward the West Lo the sea, and was apparently an

)
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{mportant Jepanose supply and evacuation route es avidenced by the condition

of the trail and duall communication lines laid élong it, During the night

the platoon killed alll members of a seven-man abrrying party, On the Lith

this platoon was rolieved by another from Company "H", led by I, Johnson,
shertly sfter midnight o party of Japansse esiliated at 200 men establighed

& bivouso s short digtance from the treil bleck. At dawn of the 15th the

sneay force broks camp and moved down the trail directly into the trail bloeck.
Taken completely by surprise the leading troops were literally "mowed down®

by our machine guns. | After the initial surprise the onemy lsunched vigorous
attasks against the hlook and complstely encireled its all areund defense,

After five and a half| hours of continmous fighting Lt, Johneon Iinding that hia
meén hed only & few rqunds of awsunition and two handgrenades left and not
knewing that reinfordements had besn sent to his assistence because his communi-
oaticn lines hed beer eut, succeeded in breaking through the enemy ilnes and
returning to the batialion, At vhe cost of two men killed and seven wounded
bhiﬁ; platoon killed 50 Japs (actual count &t a lster date) and wounded many
others,

On the mording of August 15th the 2nd Bn, preceded by light, tarnks,
paseed through the 3nd Ba in an attack on the enemy defenses against which
the 3rd Bn 2ad been fighting for the previocus thres days. " Ho resistanco was
endountered and by ngon the battalion reached Zleta Village. Patrols wers
sont out from both battalions to locate the enemy, The only contact was nade
by the 3rd Bn along the trail West of the trailiblock described. The 2nd
Bn gontacted the 3rd [Bn, 148th Infantry, which txad been Located for sometime
on a hill overlooking %leta Village. |

On the following day, August 16th, the 2nd Bn relieved ths battalion
of the 148th Inf, on|Zieta Hill and continued patrolling to the Herth, Bast,
and Weet. At this time a reconnaisssnse patrol reported the presence of
enemy at Pirs Flantaylon but none at Sunday Inlet, The Divieion Commander then
diraeted that the 20d apd 3rd os, 27th Infantry, would continue to the Northk
and Hest, capture Pizu Plantation, and thersby deny the enemy the use of
Dlamond Narrows for élther evecustlon or supply. The Dlamond Narrows is a
narrew chapnsl at the southern part of Xala Gulf which separates Arundel Island

fron New Georgia Froger.

On August 22nd, Lt, Koonts, the patrol leader who had praviously
reconnoitred the plajtation, led the entire batiallon through the swamp. This
yery tedioug and dlfficult march to the edge of the plantation was completed
lete in the aftarncon. On the follewing morning the battalion preparad to meet
resiatence, moved onto the plantation «f & point opposite Gutter's Poist. Ne
opposition was encouptered and by nigntfall the entire plantsiion had been
thoroughly searched and beach defense positions established defenses along the
besch overlooking Kuls Gulf.

This ended a1l active operations of tixe 2nd Bn on New Georgia Zsland.
Tue styongth at this|time was 21 Officera and 420 Enlisted Men. Casualties
.throughout the campaign were:

¥illed in potion: 1 Officer, 19 B M.
Wounded in|Action: O Officer, 38 B M.

Durdng tha|pericd of  fogust 24th to Sept. 10tk, the battalion
gontinued to man bsa¢h defensss and patrol the surrounding area, Ixcept for
freguent night bombings by enemy planes, no other enemy activity wes encountered,
During the first few|daye both battalions were supplied by parachute drop
until a sysbem of supplying by water was established,

B, P, EVANS,
1%, Gol,, 27¢h Inf,,
Commanding

w




