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A Teconnsigmince patrol from the 16lst Infantry wes attached to the

UL Infantry and was assigned the mission of patroliing the east side of
bor

Kolembangara, from Stanmore Plantation to Bamberl Harbor,

On October (7th, two platoona of Company “B", 82nd Chemloal Nortar
Battalion wora attached te the First Battalion and would prepare positions to

(Perlad: Sept. 2) - Ost. 12, 1943) support the Batialion in defenss of the sestor. At 0700, & seeurity patrol
AMI Gompw“ ") kndz & r-e:nnunln:; of the ered north of "4" Company sestor.
Pollowing the on of the J fores from Arundel Arge motor park, three ebandoned bivouas areas snd largs mantitios of
Island, Septesber 20 < 21, 1943, the First Battalion Twenty Seveuth Infantry was _‘:‘:;‘13“ oo arpligs wers found, The enly sign of resent enemy activity
aspigned the mission qf defending the . Kol , the last Ji o “n’ op °“n’3. t‘ ;“5":'-- The area showed signa of beirg evacuated seven
stronghold in the Jentral Solowons, was 1400 yards asross Hlackett Strait, dags. Patrol returnad at 1145,

i 0900, & twenby-six man combat and reconnalseance patrol from
Gompeny *C¢ was sent om a mission %o find Jaok Hill, Prom the Jap motor park
the patrol followed a well-defined eorduroy tratl and after advaneing 650
yards passsd through & bivouac ares whers large quantities of equipment and
angineering tools werq found. The patrol progeedsd up the trail for 2000
yords and found what was thought to be Jack Will., Here they found a hospital
onft that bed been syicuated resenty, There wers numercus small biveuac
areas on esdh side of the trafl and well-organiged defensive positions at the
bsse of the hill, ‘he patrol returned at 1430, |

From the b of the Arundel caupaign, our wupperting artillery
and alr sorps had deliverdd hesvy bonbardments daily on the Vila Airport ssetor.
The snemy returned Light A4 and artillery fire with little effect. 4 recomnale~
sanoe patrel frem the Pwenty Ssventh Infantry lenided at Hunda Village,
£ars on Sptenber 29tK with the mission of d¥bermining Jepaness activity aver
the Hesbri-Vils Trail, This pstrol returned Ostéber labt, having found largs
qt A bivouss arses that hed bean recently svacuated,
but saw no enomy sutivity. Haval reports were to the effect that sttampts hed
bsen made to svasnats Lroops by barges. Heavy artillery fire wae resdeived from
the Vila nsotor on thel nights of Cetober lst and 2nd, After those dates no
artillery or AA fire whe returned Zrom Kolombengara. PFrom the above information
1% was belleved that the Japaness foroe had been withdrawn from the Vil airport

sector and the recainlng troups were oo the north end of the island,
abandoned Japanese motor park took ene prisoner, From the interrogation of the
the wg.gﬁem 6“‘;&: m’m m "‘“"r'd 4 verbal order from prisoner we leamed the enemy gsrrison had been ordersd to evasuate by Ostober
Reg Commundar woulds 2nd, Only those who were sick and unable to march to the point of embarkation
& Eatablish a b on Eol Island extending generally were loft behind, The| prisoner was unarmed and eager to surrender.
o

from Ringl Cove to Dismppointzment (ove, and on the high ground north of the

KEO900, The [Reginental Ba

y ion @ and Battalion
Executive Officer mady an inspsotion af defen:

ttal:
sive positions in the Vila sector.

4 seourity patrol fram Oompany "C* 40 the bivouae ares ssst of the

4n inventory| of all eguipment found in the Vila sector was made by
Battalion 5-2 section and a report turmed in to Corps. 4 salvage crew fran

Initiate reconnaissance up the sast and west shores of Eolomban~ the 25th Diviston arrived to salvage all servicesble equipment in the sector.

b
gara and vorth of ¥ila into the interior by a sombination of boat and lind On October 8th at 0830, an 18 man patrol from *0v Gompany was sent

on & security and reconnaissance mission in the area of Disappointment Gove,
The patrol found three|large Jap bivouas areas, gun emplacements and organized
defensive positions bui no signs of recent enemy activity., Large quantities
of rice, amsll arme ampunition and equipment were scattered throughout these
sreas. The patrol ret: at 1515, i

a9y Gorps artillery will ke prapared to reinforse the fire of the
29tk Fleld artillery Bettalion on cell. |

The Battelioh Commander lssusd the order for all companies to p:;pare
Resdquarters Company and "D® Cospany ware to cross the At CH00 Regis y

N egizental O, P. at Enii Kuli Peint reported an explosion to
lagoon by motor boat ahd Jein "A* Geapany on the peninsuls, where L.C.M.'s - the esst of Ringl Cove| A& pan"nl was semt out by Higgina bost to that seotor

T e e e oo ponative %0 invostigats, The patrol moved inland 300 yards and 500 yards to the west.
move ‘ﬂl' “n“ ’ “0“‘. » 4n abandoned bivousc anea was found but the patrol saw no blgns of reecent
Officor would be wrge e, temy activity., The explonion was thought to have been a floating mine set

, an advance party consiating of the Regimentel Commander, off by mine sweepers. [The petrol returnmed st 1650, R
& Commandurs The 16lat Infaniry's reconnalesance patrol to the east side of

Kolombangara returned on Ostober Gth, having spent four daye in making a |

thorough ssance of the dgned sector. Large bivouacs and consider~

Cove ding o the north of Vila Alrport (asross Vila River).
Coapany *E* would defend the southwest side of the airport, witk Cempany *Dv

he west dock,

A® and *B* snd in positicn along the Vils River, Company

biveuased with Headgquarisrs Qoapany at the south end of
Anbi~Tank Coxpany moved two 3Twm guns in
An observation post was established at Kuli Xull

the Regimental Reconnaissence seetion., Forwarg observers
tillery Battalion were with the Battalion.

sble equipment were fouj
the appearande of csmps
natives it was believed
&th, ¥o sign of recent|

A60900, the D)
arrived at Vila to insp|
mander, The Bastalion
troops would releive th

nd abandoned in the visinity of Bawbsri Harbor. From
Htes, barge genters and information furnished by the

that the enamy had evacuated not later than October

enemy aoctivity was found.

ivigion Commsnder and Regimental Executive Officer
Bot ths defensive positions with the Battalion Com-
Commander wes notified that one battalien of Fiji

& Piret Battalion on Ostober 10th,

411 companies had landed by 1345 and defensive positions were organiged
und pagupied by 1500, | The Battalion Goamander with the Bxseutive Officer made an
inspection of all defensive positicns, Radic aosmunication was in with the Regi-~ |
ment snd 89th Fleld Arkillery. |
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seourity

L
area &b the ¢ suth of

areas and &ty

and reconmaissante patrol was t to inveetigats the
Disappointasnt Cove. Thai4 patro: found two large bivouac

rongly organdzed defensive positions that showed algns of having
ved for some time, The patrol retusned at 1700, Ho signa of

p
bean eVAONEL ot ivitl were obsarved,

rocent o

a B,

* Gompany outpost.
o of them wera left behind bacavse they wers siek., The prisener had his

moraing of Ogtober 10th & Japanesc prisoner was taken by
The prigoner stated that when the Japanese evacuatad

'“(mn, but eurrendered voluntarily,
The 25th Division's bost patrol to the west alde of Kolombangara

. shurned October 114
nvestigating all th
biyouss areas had beg
Mt Coves sesasd to
sign of recent enemy

® inforg
it was bells the 4
exception of a few si)

+ They aspent four days patrolling the west side and
main harbore and coves arcund the fsland, ALl the

in sbandoned along with sush squipment, Bamberi and
lave been the zost used points of evacvation. The only
activity was the one Jap found in the deserted bivouac.

tation gathersd fram prisoners, nstrols and navai roporte
#land was free of enemy resistance with the posaible
ragrlers,

4% 1000, the FiJi troops landed st the east dock and moved into

position, x‘d.iwing 4

he Battalion, Our outpest were called in, The Battalion
il

the area and turned o

" Officer of the Fiji Battalion on & tour of
ver to his staff sll plans|for the defenss of tha aves.

JOSEPH F. RYNESKA,
Ly, Col,, 27tk Inf.,
Cemmanding
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