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GU. CAMPAIGN,
{Peraonsl Experience of a Regimental §-2)

INTRODUC: O!!

This nonogtcph covers the opu'utl.oxu of the 27th
Infentry,85th U8 Division, on Gusdaloanal, Solamon Islands,
10 JM:, 1943, to 26 Tanuary~ 1943,

"The Guadaloanal Campalign, opening on 7 August, 1942
and ending. 9 TJehuary; 1943, wes of vital inberest to the
Allied Command and to the aversge citizen. The morale of
the Unlted States was ot an extremely low obb. Every event
was eagerly utudi;d to find some indication that the Japanese
were being -toppod..

The disaster of the United States at Pearl Harbor was a
rude awakening %o the nation. The success enjoyed by the
Japanese on that fateful day coupletely destroyed our
Lllusion that the. superiority of the United States Navy was
ai infallible guarantes agsinst war with Jspan. Our
nilitary might was expossd. It brought to light the faot
that the foroes of cur country and those of our allles had
been on & continual decline for many years.

lh§ Jepanese, knowing that the Navies of the Allles were
practioally non-existant in the Pacific, ruthleasly rushed
toward the oonquest of foreign territories. The great navel
base at Bingapore was capiured and converted by.mo Japanese
to their own use. The Fhillippines, meagerly dofended by &
handful of entiquated planss and stubborn ground forces,
finslly sucoumbed d.t-r its heroic datom&rl\umpnzuily.«
slowed the enemy's progress.



. Through cgn Pacific Islands, the enemy rushed with
very 1ittle opposition. Telr tides swarmed thiough
Bumatra to New Guinea and the Northern Solomon Islands.

In Te North r.im.a, they threatensd Alaske by the coou-
pation of the Islands of Kiska and Abtu.

In Europe, the situation was glmost am dlsheartening
with the continual success of the Nasl Wer machines thrust
deep into Russian Territory, waile the Eritish were desper=
ately trylng to stop the German sdvance et El Alsmein.

The Solowon Islends offered the Japansse s series of
navel and eir besss from which they could nbt.ék our l\wny'
dine to New Zealand and Australiae In gddition, they would
#eTve as forwerd bases with whioh to launch ean mdssult against
New Zealard and the continent of Australiae. (1)

In January 1942, the Japanese begen to exploit this route
by the establishment of bases in the Northern Solomonse Alr=
bases such as Bougainville, Kiets, Paisi, and Rekatta Bay
were stepping stones to their objectives (£) ert

Taere were no allied foraes n.vnlnblofnmhh of stopping
the enemy's edvence. In the Solamons ares, a squadron of
RALF Catalina reconnaissance flying boats based at Tulagi

¢ end & handful of native police, were imsufficient to offer
sven token resistance.  (3)

The first Coral Soa aotion marked the high tide of the

Ja, o q of the Peoific and the defeat of
the Jepsnese im a grest navel b.ttlev_ near ¥idway, 6 - 8 June
19428, 41d much teward establishing a balanse of naval power.
. However, the Japanese, without hesitation, began the
. cceupation of Guadaloanal gnd Talagl on 4 July 1942. They

(135 b=ly po 'L, 23 (2) B=1, ps 25 (3) D1,
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placed uhuz-o._iu-go nusber of loldi.eu.d laborers who
began immedlete construction of an eirfield on Guadale
canals : (4)
™e reslisation that the Japanese must be ltoppod,‘
facused attention on the Solomon Islends. B8ince thees
Islands m been used as a ladder for the epproach to our
supply lines, the same ladder oould be used in rolling baok
tfu Jepanese.
‘The declaton to invede Guadaloansl was aceelersted by
seversl sirategic developmentss
(1) e preasnce of Japanese constructing an ainfleld
" on Guadaloanal within striking dlstance of the New
Hebrides and the desire to dislodge them before they
beoame firmly established. ’
{8) 'he recent successes in the Ocral Ses and Midway
" Battles gave the Allies & limited, precarious
initiative, demanding the earliest peun?h oz-.
ploitation. (B)

THR G SITUATION
The st Marine Division, reinforced, sampleted an amphibe
ilous lw.u;g- on Guadaelognal end the Florida Islands on 7 August
1842, m;n- landing on Guadaleanal was practioally unoﬁond
while Tulagl and Guvutu in the Florida Islends wers bitterly
defended. (6) ’

The Japanese immediately begen delivering their oountere
blows. e Leland of Gusdaloanal and surrounding ares becass
» bitteily contested battleground, with neither side having
the desired knookedut m‘-vq drive the other from the
dslend. vux'-.aﬁ serial and nevel battles were observed frcm

{¢) A~1, p. 1,8; (5) A<1, p. B B-1, Pe 13 (8) 4-17?



ringside by G.I_nlusnertd Marines. 'm._u-iup had thelr
own privgte wars with bitter fighting in small engegements

" such a8 Grassy Xnoll, The Tenaru River, and 1st gnd 24

" battles of the Mataniku River, as the Japs fanatically mtaged
tﬁon mass Bangal charges. The ﬁouthn of the Marines on
Guedaloanal was very precarious on several Qocasions as thcy

. ntz'ugghd w defend the prLud airfield. ('I.).

+ The tide of bn.tbh begen to swiiig Wurd our lm agber '
the Japanese were defeated in uvufnil. adk~importent naval
engegenents. With the nswly aoquived Hendersod Fis2d amd
cl.'_:- li{pgvlqv;ty in the- looal area, Amu-io-n‘. reinforoements
vegan arriving. Thé Americel Division and the 24 Merine

- Division began arriving .on Guadeloanale With the arrival
of theas units and the expected arrivel of the 26th 'Dlv:.cion,
: tha tired and d‘phtcd lat Marine m.uuon hioh had mads the
ors,giul landing four montha previously, m'epn‘ad to depart.
Jva-n though our forees enjoysd local air and nuvel superiors
:.t;, the persistent Japanese still were attempiing to rein~
‘fores their units on Guadsloanal by piecemeal methods. °(8)
", On7 Deceuber 1942, Major Gensral Vendegrift, Commanding
General 1lst Merine Division relinguished his commend to Ma jor
Gehneral Alenndcr M. Patoh whose ccmmand was to bs known as
the XIV Ool'pl. (9)

N le, the Z7th 'Y» & Part of the newly activated
25th Division, Was preparing for saubat by intense training
in the. tropioal beauty of the Haweiian Islands. e Regimens
had buu_ stationed at  Sehdfield Barracks on 7 Degember 1941
“when the Japaness mede their sneakiag attesk on Poarl Harbor
. and surrounding airfields. Raoch off!.ur'ma soldier, after the

(1) 5, I, K, L, %, ¥ (8).A<1, B, E; E5' (9) T, p. L
]

humiligtion ‘Bhlb ettack, trained M.Kh‘h'm vigor prior
to depgrture for the combat zonse 80 that he would be physi~
u.liy £1% and have perfected teamwork whex the time ogme to
asttle that socre on the battlefield. (10)

On 86 Nnmbor.iuz, the first units of the division
departed-from Honolulu Harbor for an unknown destination.
Those g’.l.rlt uhits debarked at Guadeloansl on 1'lv December 1948,
the personnsl being informed of their-/destingbtion only a few
days prior to lending. The ‘last units of -the division arpived.
on i January 1945.

Bven before the d.i.vhinn had omph'ud. ship-to-shore
epone&om, XV Uurpl directed that the 85th Division leunch -
an offensive. (11)

"We wanted to launch the attaock very quiockly in order
that Q:u division, r'rnh from Hawaif, would not come down
with sloknsss Defore the atbaci, We wented at least one

. M.v!.livn which could maneuver snd go through j\mghl, cgpable

of Qmmndou- physical effort, oapable of the movement necessary
o put over the attack.? (12)

The ialand of Gundnloml is qppx'oxhuvoiy 90 miles long '
ad 'ao miles wide. Dense Jungle.sovers the grester part of
the island. (Map &) At the time of'mivnl of the 26th
Division, Americen forces were in possession of only a small
portion of the island; a strip along the north central comst
acme 20 miles long and aitondi.ne approximately 5 milea inlard.

(13) : 4
- weae 41
The disposition-of American fordes was with the mein

* defonsive positions to the west of Henderaon Field. Te 2a
. Marine Division ocoupied the wosteérn defensss from Point Orus

south to Hill 66 and extending east to the Matanikau River.

10) personal Knowledge. (11) G=1, pe 8, personal knowledge
2 ; E-l, p: 19, statement of Sé Go'n 'oburt Lo Spreggl ﬁ,'

(18) B=1, perscnal knowledge
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e Lot battaln, 2d Karines was holaing@1ls 54, 554

The 1824 Infentry and 1324 Infentry of the Americal Divie
sion extended esst and south from the Matanikaw River.

The Reconnalssance Squadron, Americal Division was in possesa~
ion of Hill 56 The remainder of the division waa oocupying

the perimeter defense & ng the area ining the aire
flelds and other vital instellations. The 147th Infantry, a
separate regiment not belonging te any division, was engaged
in guarding certein fighter fields. (HQ B) (14)

ZHE DIVISION PLAN OF ATTAQK
The attack order as published by the XIV Uorps directed

thet the 25th Division lsunch san offensive to the weatyon
10 Jenuary 194_2, after relieving the 1324 Infantry on dte
Austin, having as the right boundary, the northwest branch of
the Mgtanikeu River. -The mission assigned the division by
‘uh!.l‘ordu' waBs .
(1) To reduce the strong Japenese positions on Nb.
| sustin. ) a
(2) To envelope thev enomy's south flank, and
" (8) To seisze the ocrps objective approximately three
" thousand yards to the west. (15)
The enemy's main farces wers known o be loogted west
end south of Henderson Field, but réeasonable estimates.of
-his strength in the division's sector was uncbtalnable.
Hdwcvor, information on their disposition wes fairly acourste
a8 established by aggressive patrolling. The eneny held the
" ‘western part of Mt. Austin in force end had well organized
positions in the Iﬂ_ll 52 and 53 ereas They also had some
artlllery pieces in the vioinity of Hills X and Y.

(18) E-1, p. 23; (15) 61, p. 4
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The Dlv.an Cammgnder, .reolizing r.. rough and
broken teriain confronted the division, could not base hia
plan of mansuyer on the eénemy's dispoaition, but had teo
base it on the problems of supply, communication, and
evacuation to be emsountereds ’

. The division oommander's plan of maneuver ensigned the
R7th Infantry the tesk of seising Hills §0, 51, 52, and 7.

The 36th 'y Wwas o the strong enemy
forces between Hills 31 and 27 with one battalion, while the
remainder of the r ' ng by way

of the divide betwsen the Lunga and the Natanlkawps The 16lst
Infentry was to remain in division reserve in the vicintty of
the lower forks of the atanikew River. (16) (Map D)

R TAL P OF ATTACK

Immediately after receiving the warning order and the
approximate regimental gone of action, the Regimental Commander,
Colonel Willlam A. MoQulloch, began his reconnaissance.

A study of uh; zone of sotion on an serial photograph
rovegled that the oombirnation of Hills 50, 51, 52, 53, and &7
appegred in the ghape of a horse. Thereafter, thet partionlar
ares wae x-ei‘u.z-!-nd to as bth- "Galloping Horse". e long,
narrow hill to the west of Hill 57 was nemed "The Sneké". (Nep C)

The terrein in the vicinity of the "Galloping Horse! was
of pecullar nature. It was made up of hills with axn-amély
steep slopes and the gorges botween hills were covered with
dense Jungle growth: The .Mutmikm River, which has its main
stream flowing north between Hills 50, 64, 56, end Hills 47,

49, and 80 1s joined by e tributery flowing from the southwest
between Hills £5, 56, 57 and Hill 66, thus practiocelly innldng

(18) G~1, ps 8



an Ialand of the sone of action. Bm’vu-,.. bridge to the
north of Hill 55 did exist which was supplying the lst
" ‘battalion, .24 Marines. That unit had sterted a jeep trail
‘whioh was only a few hundred yards long up the ateep slopes
of Hill 558, An spproech’ from the north to the rogimm:.].
objeouv'o.nl not avatleble due to the deep gorge along the
nwthiut branch of the Matenikaw unless an approach was msde
through the sector of the Marines utilizing their supply route.
The faotor of supply was the deciding element in esteblish-
ing battalion sonss of sotion as it was belisved that two
asaault battalions oould not use the supply route over the
tridge soross the Natanikeu to Hills 86, 5¢ and beyond, Waen
presented with the aiffioculties to be encountered, the Marines
ghd-:l.yv arrenged for the use of the supply route through their
sectore  (17) . - i
| The regizental comnander's general plen of eotion was ;
nearly complete. To gain unity of oommand, the Reconnaisssnce
Squadron ot the: Americal Division which was ogoupying Hill 58
Wes to be aitached to the battalion orossing the ravins bee
tween Hills €6 and §7. The Squadron would establish blocks
in the ravine north of Hill 66 to prevent the enemy's possible
approach from the eget. :
Between the right boundery of the regiment (a}so the
division boundary) end the left flank of the 24 Marines
would be & gap of epproximately 200 yards. A time conauuing
between % on the afternoon of 8 Jamery
ooncerning this gep oould ‘n‘x‘lve at no decision in lﬁlﬂo of
the faot that the Merines were ble for mai
contaot with the 26th mvhto}; by XIV Oorps order. The timely
arvival of Major General Alexender M. Patoh, XIV Oorps Gome

. (17) G=1, pe 26 and panoﬁnl knowledge

10

" mender end lhgr General Jo Lawton Colline, 25th Division

Qoamander, resulted in a company of Marines bn_.ng scheduled
on the day of the -unui: to secure the line to the boundary
insuring the sefe passage of the 27th Infantry troops to
that point. Based on aveilable enemy information furnished
by the Marines, the divigion commender promised the massing
of the fires of the Division Artillery and possibly an alr
attack on the known enemy Tesiatance in the ravine betnoxf
Hill 66 and the hoof of the Horse's foreleg. (18)
Following the final setbtlement of the boundary dispute,
the regimental commender‘s plan of gqotion was canplete. The
let batbtalion, omm‘d by Lte Golonel G+ K. Jurney was to
attack from the north fram H1ll 66 and seise the Horse's fore-
I:QEI and Hill 57, The 3d battelion, comanded by Lt. Colonsl
Ge Eo Bush would pass through the lst battalion, 24 Marines
on Hills 65, 54 and seize Hills 50, 51, 58, and 53. The 24
battalion, ocmanded by. Kt. Colonel Ho V. Nitohell would
remain in regimental reserve in the gemeral vicinity of EL1L
-0 'nu Cannon Compeny was to be in general suppors of the
Yogiments ‘The AntieTenk Gompsny was attached to the 54

- -battalion to hand cerry food, ‘water snd smmunition.

On 9 January 1943, the entire regiment was in forward
apsembly areas: The lst -bnt‘ul!.en was looated in a rTevine on
the east slope of Hill 663 the 3A battalion ¥as-at the bame
of Bin &§8; the 24 battalion remaining in bivounas nesr the

.. beach to avoid too mick -oonfusion in the forward ares but

schieduled to itake @ short march early the mext morning to &
vicinity near E11l 55, The regimental command post was

- established on the east bank of the' Nateniksu River at the
. base of H1ll €6. (19)

(18,19) G=1, pe 28 and personal knowledge
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TTACK ON. NG

On 10 January 1943, the attack on the YGelloping Horse!
began ot 0660 by the massing of the fires of the Division
Avtillery plus one battalion of Merine Artillery on the
imown enemy positions in the ravine between Hills 66 and 57.
The u'bille:x'y ecmoneraexo; 1ifted at 0618. Navy dive bambers
then began dropping "deptb charges® on the same target.

Following the serial 'h:nbu'dnine. Gempany F, 24 Marines
olosed the gap between the division's right boundery and the
%4: Harines without diffioulty. The Mgrines n.n inmediately
foliowsa by Gampany B, 7tk Infantyy, which established a
block aoross the ravine without resistance as a result of the.

sucoesaful artillery and gerial d The ssence .

Squedron also occupled their block on schedule.,  (20)

At 0720, sfter Company B had reported being in position,
the lst battelion moved in a colusn of companies to attack
Bill 57. The lat battalion captured its sbjeotive at 1140
af ter only slight resistance from enemy sutomatic weapons. (81)

“The crest of Eill 52, the intermediate cbjeotive of the '
‘34 babtallon, comanded the entire “Galloping Horse" ares on
‘three sides. The fourth side, or southéast side was almost
& sheer oliff, heavily wooded, which could easily protect de~
fenders from our fire. In addition to it's grim appezance,
‘the dominant thought in the minds of the 34 babtalion was that
the Merines had twice been repilsed in attacks on #iis hill,
the second time with heavy losses.

Imiediately following the artillery and serial bombard=
ment, the 34 battalion moved soross the line of departure with
Gompany I en»thn right and-Company L on the left, attempting
i double envelopnents 4 base of five, inoluding $mas anti-tank
guns, was eatablished on Hill 5ée ’

(20,21) 6-1, p. 3) and personal knowledge
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Qoupany 9” the left occupied Hill 5.1 without oppostion,
and leaving a platoon there to cover their flgnk and rear,
moved t.cnrd Hill B2+ After adveholng o ﬂ}hin 200 yards
of the ‘objeotive, the company was ped by enemy
gun fire.

Meanwhile, Company I on the right met resistance from
the jungle on their right flank. The acourate fire of the

’ snipers in the jungle kept a platoon ococupied for the better

pert of the.day. The company d1d advance to within 200 yerds
of the ocreat of Hill 52 before. being stopped by superior enemy
fire, - . '

The battalion ocmmander, having falled te knook out the
resistance with his supporting weapons, coumitted his reserve,
-tempting a deepey énwelopment of the ensmy's left. (22)

In the meantime, an air mission was made available to the
battalion ocumander. e aguadron commander personally came
to the battelion observation post to view the barget arem
and determine exaotly where the bambs were to be placed.
¥hile walting for the gir mission, intermittent artillery and
mertay fire were placed on the terget. Oompany K, befors
moving into position on the far right had to ¢lear o small
ridge of enemy to proteot their rear.

At 1445 the planes Apyniwd overheads As planned, the
artillery fired a smoke ghell to merk the target but the round
fell short nesr the h.te‘lion cbsexrvation post, narrowly miss=
ing & group "ot men. Quiock thinking on the part of the battale
lon commander and teemwork by the Slmm mortar platoon placed
a sucke shell on the objeotive before the planes stsrted into
aotion., Te six plsnes then each seourately dropped cne
"depth ocharge) two of which falled to explode, on the mocuths

(28) G=1, p. 31 end perscnal knowledge
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slope of 11111, o Immediately rollo-hggn stfafing attack
by the plma;, & heavy artillery onncenﬁrqtion was pleced on
the objective. Companies I and K then moved in repldly to
nnulb‘ the objeotive Ii\‘:h'bnyonnbl fixed. At 1625 Hill 52
was in the hends of the 3d battalion.
B 8ince no further action ¢ould be mede that day, the
foginentel ‘Gomander divected that ail units estabilshed
. @ oordon defense. Company E was moved to ocoupy Hill 50 and
establish a dlook to the Matenikau River. Compauy F ocoupled
Hill 61« During the night aporadic enemy artillery and mortar
fire wkSS received in the unit positions. (23)
The following day the 34 Battallion oontinued the attacke.
The plan was to move Gampany L along the right to H1ll 67,
Joln the lst Battalion and then extend south across the jJungle
%0 the Horgels mouthe Company I was %o attack to the southe
wesl, seire & small ridge line between Hills 52 and 53 and
then Company K would pass through and secure HIll 5.
' e attack was scheduled for 0900 but by thet time only
& few gallons of water had been delivered by the carrying
© parties to Hill 52. Hwever,'fcnowing an artillery preparation,
the .oompanies moved out in the sttack with most of the oanteens
in the battalion completely empty. R
pany L ad a8 ed to the ; 8lope

of Hill 87, Here it begen Toceiving fire from enemy rifle

end automatlc weapons from three directions. As they were

not in view of the 1st battallion and could not sdvence op
withdraw, they dug in. Company I reached the base of the

smell rldge line between Hill 52 and 535 but began receiving

fire from ensmy automatio weapons. The vuck of water soon began

(23) G-1, ps 24 = 35 and personal knowledge
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to tell on the mssqult units. Exhaustion oasualties ‘began

triokling back and forward movement ceased. (2¢) .

"As the day wore on the men beoeus more thirsty and
oxhausted and Jleaders -were lscking in the push necessary to
put the attacik across. It was noted that as thn going be=~
oame hndai, legdership becaue more important. When things
did not run smoothly, a forceful lesder was essential to pull

~“out of the difficult position. In spite of the heat and ex-

haustion that day, the enemy poaitions could have been oversome
if the leaders hed shéwn the push and determination which thoy
had the day before."  (25)

About noon 1t was fesessen that the battalion would be
mblé Go»ucmun_un to thé objeotive and it was WIM"W.HO

. their original yoiits.onl on Hill 82, Oompany L aleo returned

from Hill 57 after ‘the enemy opposing them had withdrawn.
Thet night m amall enemy attgok on the right 'rhnk of the 3
battalion wae repulsed. (26)

The 24 battalion passed through the 34 battalion at
0820 on the following ing, having app " 1y the same
Plan of atteck as hed the 34 battalion. Gompany G on the
right procesded to ogoupy by 1B00 thelir portion of the battalion

objective on Hill 87 with only meddum resistence encountered

in the jungle northwest of HLll 52.

Company F, meanwhile, maneuvered to the left snd gained
sontrol of Exton Hill but could move no further due to the
intense morter and machine gun fire ocming from Sims Ridge

‘snd the Horse's heads In order to keep the attack moving, ' -
'cmpnv B was committed on the left of Campany F, but ‘they

were also stopped. ' Company P was then disengeged and maneu=
vered to the north to atteck Sims Ridge from that dhiotton.

(24) G=1, p 36 and personal knowledge; (25) G-1, p. 36, and
statement of Lt Ool G. E. Bushj (26) G=l, p. 36 and peraonal

knowledge ‘(\v,h'_ o
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Waen Jompany F succeeded in secwring approximgtely half of
Sims n!.dga, the battalion commander beuevoa he sould bresk
the Y by moving any B to the north and
.et.émg with both ocmpanies down the ridge lins. Wnile
Gonpany E was enroute, the base of fire wes moved to Exton’
Eill. et in the afternoon a coordinated attack by:the two
oanpnp!.is failed to make progress. (27)

The next day, Januery 13th, the attack agein procesded
during a tropical rainstorm. The Battalion Exscutive 0fficer,
Captaln Charles Davis, in attempting to find a way to oi\.l.n_in-ﬁo
tae prinoipal machine guns holding up the advance, finelly
obtelned four men of Company F to aseist him in sn attempt
ageinst the oppoation. Captaln Davis and his volunteers:
wriggled. on their stomachs o within 10 yards of the enemy
maohine guns. Two enemy grenades thrown at the party failed
to explode, Captain Davie snd his men hurled eight hamd
grenades Into the enemy positlons and then assaulted. Captain
Davis! M.!:_le Jemmed on the first shot, but he drew his pistol, .
and £ollowsd by the others, plunged into the middle of the
enemy's position and wiped them out. Gompany P, l‘asing the
actions of these herolc men silhouetted against .the aky,
loapsd to their feet end moved along Sims Ridge, 1iquidating

the surprised onemy. With the saue spirit they moved on to
-oapture the Horse's head, HLll 53, leaving mny enemy dead in
their wgke, The regimental objective was omﬁhtely selzed
at 1200, Patrolling in the immediate avea oontimued throughe
out the day to eliminate enemy individuals by-passed in the
final assault.  (28)
The periocd from Jsnuary. 14th to -Tsnuu-y 19& was spent m

mt:.va end eggroasive pgtrol:u.ns to the front and flanks.

- o) G=1, p. B und paz-loml Knowledge; (£8) F-1, p. 58 and
"pérsonal knowledg. :
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Of!.en.livd adtion .could not be resumed until supply roads
were oompleted.

On 19 January, the lat battallon ocoupled the Sngke's
Head ..nd Baok which had been outposted since 17 January. The
34 battalion moved up to osoupy the positicns vacated by the
1st battalion. .

Two cambat patrols sent out on -l‘.nuu;y 20th brought back

- & groet deal of information which wes very useful in future

plenning. One platoonwsige combat patrol crossed to Hil1
&7 @ and reported thet 1t was olear of ememy but that it had

' required three difficult hoéurs to regch that objective. Ihe

platoon wes directed to remsin there ae an outpost. The other
Patrol sccompanldd by an artlillery forward qbuiver proceeded
down the Suake's Baoke.'Upom reaching the Snake's Teill, the
platoon with one 60mm mortar squad attached discovered that
they had been allowed to walk into a trap snd were practically
surrounded by the enemy. The platoon leader called far help
whils the artillery forwerd cbserver calmly proceeded to lay
down a curtain of protective fd.\'u.. Tae timely arrival of
another platoon a short time Later extricated the patrol from
& sericus predicament, (29)

IHE OAPTURE OF KOKUMBONA

The resunption of the offensive to the wést was planned

' for 28 Jenuarye It was antiolpated that the enemy would hold
' Hill 87 in foroe since it was the doaninating Peature overe

1oqi:lng Kokunbons end ‘the surrounding erea. The general plan
of the Aivision commander _phcod the J._eht Infantry on the
loft sttaoking Hills X, ¥, Z, then pushing on to Killa 6, 89
while the 27th Infantry reduced Hill &7. (¥ap D)

(29) .@-1, ~. 52 end personal knowledge
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The information Eu-ppned by the two patrols two days '
provicusly was the deolding element in the routes to be
followed by the 27th Infantry. Since the route across to
H111 87 G wgs known to be torturous, the lst battalion naud_
out at Oaao down the Sneke's back in order of Companies O,

B, A, supported by fire by Company D from the high ground in

the Sngke's back. The expected resistance on the Sngke's

tall developed but the o der of Gompany O quickly

k _out the v ap with 8lmm mortar fire. After
Teaching the beso of HiLL 87 at 0910, killing a few enemy rifle-
men, the battalion fanmed out with the thres rifle companies
abreast. The battelion swept up Hill &7 encountering no re=
sistance and by 1100 hed cocupied Hills 97, 68, and 89 The

34 end 24 battalions in order closely followed the lat bat-
-talion %o protect the -u?piy liness (30)

Genersl Oollins, the Division Gomender, upon lesrning
of the repid advance of the £7th Infantry, secured verbel
authority from the XIV Oorps to change the division'sone’ of

. sotlon and exploit the brukﬂ;rm@:; Ko traveled to Hill
89 and personally gave the order to Ooiml_locullodx for
the £7th Intmﬂ-y‘vo ocontinue the advgnoe to the northwest,
outflenk the enemy and oapbure Kokumbona. (31)

Although the units hed already organized perimster de-
fenses and dug in, @y proceeded on gt 1400 with great
enthusiaen. Supported by Campenies B and D, the other two
rifle ocompanies of the lst Sattelion oroswed the heavily
wooded ravine between Hills 87 and 80, overrunning the

" resistences As dotermined later fram captured doouments,
‘the enemy enoountered there were manning an artillsry compand
poste After acaling the slopes of Hill 90 om.all fours,

oy G=1, pe 49, 535 (31) 6«1, p. &7
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Gompanies A and G were directed to e;w.blilh & perimeter

. defense and remain for the night.

To strengthen the position of the regiment prior to
darkness, the 33 battalion was moved up end ocoupied Hills
89, 91 linking up with elemenits of the 1lst battallon on Hill
90 The 24 battalion ococupiled HI1l 87 after joining flanks
with the 1st battslion on H1ll 89. Elements of the 16lst
Infentry was dccuring the supply line to H111 7. (32)

The plan of operations for the 234 of January was to-
capturs the oneuy'n‘s\mply base at Kokumbona and cut off the
eacape route of the enemy who were opposing tho 6th Marines
advanoing to the west. To do thls the lst battalion, wita
Company E attached, was to capture Kokumbons while the 3
battelion established a blook along Hills 98 uul 99 to the
sea. The 2d battalion 1ess Company E was to follow the lst
battalion and protect the regiment's rear and south flanke

On 25 Januery, Just-as the conbimustion of the sbtack
sterted, all the supporting artillery end machine guns in the
Narine sector openad up. However, their fire was not all
landing on the enemy but overs. were plunging ihto Hills 00
end 8le The regimental commander urgently telephonsd the
division ocmmander to get these fives under proper control.
Afger & -short pericd the fires were under control; but not
until a few casualties were suffered by the 27th In!u.nu'y.
It was later determined that the inférmation conceraing the
loocation of the 27th Infantry had not been properly dissemi-
nated to the Marines. ) )

Following thet mtarﬁption, ths regiment moved on to
the objeotives for thet day. The 3@ battalion, after olear~
ing enemy resistance from the deep ravine between !I!.llq 89

(32) G~1, p. 5O and personal knowledge

19



. w -
An‘d 90, pushed on to Hill 99 W and the sem, thus blocking
the enemy's escape from the easte.

Keanwhile, the lat bajtalion was ;hhyed in moving out
a8 a host of saipers hed infiltrated into the gorge between
Hille 89 and 90. These snipers were mopped up in short order.
The battalion moved in two columns via Hills 98, 99 snd after.
& short skirmish, captured the Japansse main supply base st
Eokunbons at 1500 The 24 battalion, less Gompany E, moved
to H1ll 90 and joined forces with the 34 battalion protecting
the south flenk of the regiment. ZLater in. the sfterncon
Oompany F was direoted to ocoupy Hill 100. This they avooseded
in doing only after overooming atiff realstance. (33)

At this point, 1t might be well o note what effects the
swifs oggﬁ'ura of Kokumbona hed upon the J@mae. During
that night, Company I which was ocoupying the block to the
86w, killed at least Fifty ensmy who blundered intio theis
orossfire. The manner of their approach, which was u‘z-y
noisy and lacked alermnk, revealed that they were occmplete=
1y unaware that smerican troops were in possession of their
resr area. (34)

During the 24th and 85th of Jamuary, the 27th Infantry
udvumpd to the Poha River onopunﬁox'ing sporadic resistance
and capturing grest quantities of enemy artillry, asmunition
and other supplies in sddition to a few dazed members of the
Jepaness Imperial Army.

As the regiment prepered to continue the arive toward

" Cape Esperance, an exemy naval forae was reported apeeding
toward Guedaloanal bringing with 1t the Doasibility of a
Japanese mpbltﬁoun attack in foroe upon any of the American
po_l!.tiom- In the face of this threat, the 26th Division

(33) @=1, pe 50 and personal knowledge 34) G-1, p. 59
personsl knowledge d80s (34) 0-1, p. 59 ema

4 -~ : .
wg8 withdrewn end placed in corps reserve. The 27th Infantry
was relisved by the 6th Narinss snd the 1824 Infentry, Amsrical
Divisione (85) R

ANALYSIS AND CRITIOTSMS

In making @ study of the operations of the 27th Infantry,
1% 1o my opinion that the 33 battalion gaibled too much on
their ability to auccesd without supplylng water to the men
prior to the attaock on 11 Januarye The 34 battalion should
not have been committed until iatlv in suffioclent quantities
Had been distributeds e regimentel commander and battalion
cwwp wore fully aware that the faotors of supply and

' . svacugtion were the orux of the entire operation, but personnel

engeged in handling supplies laoked proper supervision in
expediting prierity items. In investigating the vessons why
the water was i:oc; delivered on time to the 34 battalion, a
g:,&m at the genersl supply ploture is nocessary. First of
all, the regiment carried out this operation with the mesger
sum of elght § ton trucke and two 2% ton trucks which was
less than m;xty peroent of the authorized number.  Engineer
equipment was 1ot available and the mpjority of roads or trails,
nalntained by hand, were passable to § ton trucks only. For
oh, the anti-tank coupany was designated to hand
‘carry uupyuéu for the 34 b’.ﬁ_huon. The regiment was also
i;:tunlly aseigned 75 nntive'anrterl ‘bntv thess were un~
‘llultnutwy for osrrying to front line units es. they refused’
0 wéo,-ed after hearing rifle end machine 3un_bn‘r-.

The hand omym:w supplies over 1000 yards under a
ioorghl.ng;s\m and oyer torturous terrain wes exhausting to

even the strongest: The aversage individual could undergo

-(38) G=1, pe 51 a.ud peracnal imowledge
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only sbout four trips per day. It wes not antioclpated that
such s lgrge volume of water vouid be necessary to quench the
thirst of front line units. Lack of proper supervision of
the -cayrying parties resulted in resr units obtaining water
waich "II intended for the 3d battelion. The fallure to
properly supply the h.tu,ﬁon no doubt delayed ‘the seigpure
of -the regimentsl objective several dq'l wmore then necessary.
In sddition, the ] mpt on 1l ¥ pr ¥
allowsd the few ensmy remnants who esceped frowm Hill 62 to
reinfores thoao foﬁu in the vicinity of Hill §3.

It s baucnd that the 1at battalion frem Hill 87 oomld
have u-heed the 3d battalion in their atback toward the
Horse's head. e lat babttelion ocould plainly see the enony
on the reverse slope of Sims Ridge, and at one time, the lst
b-fhlion commander begged to be allowed %o fire, but the un-

© oertainty to the location of all troops of the 34 battalion
made that support not feasable. Actuslly, the Japanese and
American troops were on opposite nlo'pn of Sins 'R!.dgo and
were engsged in exchanging grenades. Had not Usptain Davis®
' party succeeded, ‘ehn Lst battelion might have been called
upon for fire support after considerable coordination,

Mo suocess of the rapid movement of the 7th Infamtry
over Hill 67 and the capture of Kokusbona was prineipally
due to the ability of cammandsrs to vefrain from beocuing
involved in skirmlshes with miell enemy groups. Enemy
elements to the flank, even though in the regimental zone
of gotion, were ignored so mt xukunbnu oould be regched
a8 rapldly as possible.

To sum up the results of the entire operations The
27th Infentry, by destroying a great aoeny enemy, selzing
the "Galloping Horse", and finally cepturing Kckumbona
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in & bold, swift manner dealt.the fatal blow to the Japanese
forces on Guadalosnal. They lost their artillery pleces
which had alwayl_-been monacing Amerlcan troops, supply routes
to the south and east which lead to the regions of the Matanie
keu River, Nt. Austin, and Henderson Field, their main radic
stetion, and sizeable dumps of ammunition of all types. In
sddition, a iu-gs number of Jo;pmle were trapped between the
. ?Ith_.lnxp_nﬁrx. at Kolumbong end the Marines edvaencing from the
easte
The Marines had constantly recognized from the beginning
of their ocoupation that Kokumbona was.p key point and plend
' to capture it wore always being considered.

LESSONS

anidonh, ‘nd oau«ot souvenira.
Se kneuy in rqvines can be pooketed and by-passed sucoess=
ruuy to be mopped up at leisure.

false alarms Tor sdjacent dzvnopl.
5+ There should be no movement et night by friéndly
‘troopl in front line units while in conhot with the mmy-(r"_f""

Terefore, shoot anything that moves. E

6+ Any type patrol sent cut in the Jungle ahould be
strong enough to fight iﬁ wWay. out of any situation.

7o+ <Btay off tralls., These are invariably under obasr-
vation ‘md. are used as ﬂ._ro'lmo by the Japanese.
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