Gewaral Sudjeots destion
ACADRNIO  ARTNIPE
THR INPANIRY SGHOOL

Port Bemuing, Georgia

IMEE.seeesnreitactontarnnserestasiserstearerrensirrnsenenan
2blograiy,
220 Gomeral AUAtIoNeseearsi
ADVANOXD IRVANIRY OPPIOXES QOVRSE ' b Division Sfuat vors
1 - 1k 220 Division Plan of Attack, Y e
™ 1 2 ast Plas of Attack,
s o 2he Rattalion U . .

The Atteak of 10 ~ 11 Jamary.
2 Attack of 12 Jamuary,

OPERATIONS OF TEE 37TH Il’“ﬂl! (26T INPANTRY
Dﬂlitoﬂl O G SLAYDS
L/

JANUARY 1943 « 13 JARURY 1943 N Amalysis and Sritidiem.
(GUADALOANAL, CAMPATON}

(Personal Zzperience of a Rifle Flateea Leader] R Leasens wmotl.ceesse

Nap A~ in-u;- Wxpazsion

Hap D - T 8. Held Area 17 Dessmber 1948

Xap 0 - Fiun of Attadx E5th Infentsy Division
Nap D - Plan'of Attack #7th Infantry

Nap B - A7ih Infaxtry 10 - 11 Jasuary 1945
Nap ¥ - 27th Infeniry 12 Jamury 1948

usp @ - 27th Infantry 18 Jenuary 1943

ype of operstion describted: REGIMENY IN SHE APTAOK °

Gaptain Winston L. Olaon, Infamtry
' ADFANOXD INPARTRY OFFICERS GLASS ¥O I

B E e vwoosas



A1

A2

A8

A8

1

A1

RRESZOGRAREX

Operations of the 25¢h Infantry Divislon on Guadalesasl.
17 Deoomber 1942 « 5 Fetemaiy 1948, Compiled mnder the
dirastion of J. Lawton Oolline, Msjor Gemerel, USd, .
TAvision Commander. (M8 Libesmy)

3iennial Report of the Ohlef of Staff of the United Btates.
1 July 1941 to 50 Jwne 2945, (218 Lidrexy}

Imoizie Qomuterdlow. 236 11th Dombardment Group amt the
87th Pighter Squadron in the Battle for dusdaleanal (218 Iiwrary)

2o ¥ar With Japan. Part I, 7 December 1941 to August 1042,
An umﬂ: Of the war with Japan writien for use ia the

1 0f 0adets at the United States Military Aeademy.
{218 Libravy} ‘

2he Island

By Oapt. Herbdart L. Merillat, USWOR

4 Bistory of The lst Marine Division on Gusdaloanal.
7 bugast 1948 to ® Decesber 1943,

2he Landings in the Solomons, 7-8 August 1944
Gembat Xarratives :

022108 ‘of Naval Iztelligencs, U. 3. Navy,

(218 Liwary)

ho Arwy mud Navy Jourzal, 20 Pebrosry 1045 <
vy Department aocount of the eapturd and comsolidatien

B
- of Gusdeloanal ia the Selemon Ielands, (I8 Lilvary)

Infaniry Oombat, Part Xour: Gperatioss on OGwadaleausl
4 Talk given by Najor General Rodert L, Spragius, Ohle? of
Btaf? of Troops on Guadaloansl, Palegl, and Plerids Islands
durivg the Oparations. [Persomal files of- the sathor)

Major Bodert Bereuter, 8«3, A7th Infantry, duflrg ths peried
desorided. {A persoml interview hy author 30 Decsmiter 1947)

Lisqtonsnt Golonsl Willlam B. Uole, Oompany Commander, Gamon
Oompany, £7th Infantry, during the period desoribed. {a
porsoml ipterview by author 5 Jannary 1948)

Major 311le B. Salter, Hesdquarters Gommnlact, 274% Iafaatry,
during the period desaribsd. (A perscmal luterview by satber
30 December 1947} .

lisatenant Oolonel Otarles ¥. Davis, Exscutive 0fficer, fnd
Battalion, _"CB Iafazszy, during the patied dssorided. (A
porsszal Literview Yy suthor, 30 Dessmbér 1947)

Lieutemant Colonel Allem M. Birock, O spany Oommender, Gompsny
@, 27th Infantry, during the peried desorided. (4 Perseml
interview ty the sutbor, 30 Decesber 1947}

¥ajor James M. Browning, Ooupamy Gommander, Goupary 8, 374
Infantzy, during the peried described. (A persomal lsterview
by the antlor 50 Deasuber 1947)

TER CPERATIONS OF $HS,$708 INFAWSEY (308K, INPARERY
DIvISION] o Wslﬂ-. “13LAND
10 amisy 1345 - 13 JRLET 1048

Y
(Persomal Exparimmos of a Rifle Flatoon uu_n-)
XNAEQIIOTION

be $7¢h Intaotsy Regimeck, 25¢h U8 Divislon, proudly shares
P Tp— the Division ty the late Lisntenaus Gemeral
{stam Najor Geusral) Alesender M. Patoh ia Geassl Orders Number 58,
l-ﬂl.nrhrl XIV Oorps, dated 7 Naroh 1943 whioh resds in parts
®essIt wae largely tirough the sustaized drive of the 35tk Diviston

that the last wpatige of Tesis tanos on was
crasned and possession of this strategioally imporiant Islesd, so
vieal to ;m:n_tu operations, inally wrested from t!m bands &f the
Jupaness on 8 Pelruary n;s.f--- [§Y] '

2be partieipation of the 37th Infantry as part of the 8¢h
- 's on ¢ Solowon lelanda, was

contizmous from 10 « 87 Jaucary 1943; owever, berein is oontalned

. only tIe astiom of the Regiment during ihe period of 10-12 Jammary.

Ia order t0 more nlly understand tie significence of thin
cperation as 1% applies to early U8 offensive soves ageinst the
Japenese, gertain events rogardiag the war iam the Pacitlio wmast
Teviewed.

8in0e $Ho sarprise attack om Pearl Harbor on 7 Dessmber 1941,
Japesase expanston in tia Pacific Ty early August of 1943 hed takew
the form of & gigsutic perimster, imolnded in muh were sonvenient
Daval and alr Dases from which to Gotinus Sheir soutiward $hrust.
Togethar with their mandated possessions, this psrimster extenied Zrom
the Alpatians in the rorth, to the 2olovon Islands, New Quimen, the
Setarieads Tadios sad Eaylags a the aouth and souttmert, (See Map &)

Ivl..dlm et the enemy had depigns for further mputimard enlarge-
mnt of thie vast cordon Was manifested in the dlscovery on 4 May 1542
(1) a2,



12 the plm. ng“n' 09!1-. the 2Bth Division was givwn the wlesion
of attaskiog westeard farough the geesently sstabliabed Mzegireuvelops
the enewy's south flank, léuu_nt the emény position on M. Austen, and

siese the Jorps objectiw, apyroximately 3000 yards to the west, (See

Xap 0) 21 2nd Narine Divislon was %o weintais contact with the Division

on the right. 2he Reconmaissauce Squadron of the Amerieal Diviston,
the lst Battalion 324 Marinas apd the 3rd Battslion, 182ad Infentry
would be attached to the RBth Divieion. (Ses Map C) (35)

2EE DUTLION PLAN OF ARTACK

Japmess dlgpositions in the Division xons ware fairly well
kmown; however, their astual stragth oould not be determined. ZThey
were kvowsn to }0ld the western part of NMt. Austen 1a force mad wers
150 kuown to have well organised positions om Hi11s 62 end 53, An
aTea oalled the "water hole" ia the ravine mushweat of Eill 68 was
also reportved Ivvm Marives to b heavily defendied, {Hee Map C}

210 Division Commnder declded on the followirg sohsas of
mansuvers the 35th Infantry, would reliave the 138nd Infantry and
contain the strong snecy fores on Mt. Austen with one Battalions ZThe
rominder of the Reglmant would mis & burning movement south of
B{11 27 t capturs E{11 4. Upon capture of Eill 44, the Reglment

'2}‘“ contiune ite atisck westward to slese tmat porticn of the
D;ﬂuon objestive 1n its mone, (See Map O} {17)

The 27th Infantry with the Reconnaisssnce Sgusiron o2 the Ameriocsd
Division attaokwd, would slese Ellls 50, 51, 52, 83 and 57. I{ wonld
2130 be prepared to assist the 35th Infantry. (18)

he Srd Dattalion of the 182md Infemxy Wwould advamos "“,
posttion to form a Block southeastward from Hill 50 % prawent the
encape of any snemy between Hills 43, 44 and 27 during the attaak of
the 35tk Infentry. {Ses Map C) 2he 181st Infamry wuld t» iz reserve,
2he only artillery ﬁmncln o be fired would te placed

115) A-1, p. 13 & x II. (18] &el, po {17) A-1, p. 6,69,

648s
Appendix VI. (18) A~1, ps 6,7,25; dppemiix ;Xo

on tavtwater Esle% sontmest of Hi11 86, . Shte wan  be mgmeuted
Ty an asrial tombardeent. (39)
TR BRODGRIAL SIIUARICH ANR ZLAE QR ARTASK

0n 4 Jamary, the Regivental Gormanisr, Golensl William 4
Molwllech, reoeivad the Divisicn warzing nrd_.-. sud pians were degun
femodistely for the stteck. (20)

2he kone o astion amaigned to the Deglumt vas appreximately
2000 yards wide. Tie terrsin uunul_ maialy of grass u:vmq ridgen,
whioh sloped gemerally to the north aud south into dsnse tropical
unlergrowth, When viewsd from the air the outline of the jungle on
the ridges resembled a glant galloping hores with mek stretohed to
westward, A1 50 compriucd the tatl, 51 the ramp, SR the beck, 83
the hoad, 57 the forelegs and 54 and 55 the hind lage. (Ses Nap D} (811

11 54, cosnpied by the ot Batealion, 2nd Narines, sloped
almpst vertically te the south into & deep bowl, ﬂnnd Ty Eille B0,
81 and Q!. The south dlope of Eills 60, 61, 52 834 53 were coversd
with deuse Jungle growih an dropped almss perpemiiowlar into the
Matanikan Bivers 4 ridge rsa from Hill ER in semi-circular fashion
to the morth and northeast, and taminated in a high rise of ground,
which dropped again into & dsep gorge mutiwest of E1l1l B4y A yeir
of smller grase covered ridges, mimed Exten s Sime, in bomor of
Officers who were klled, formed cross compartmets between Eills 5%
and 63 M: genarally morsh mu_nu 87 ware two slenlder fingers
forming the "horse's" forelege md houfs, Zhese fingers dropped oft
yreoipitously tuto the wast fork of the Matsnikun. H111 86 eccupied
by the Reconas! sesnoe Squadron of the Americal Divisicu was undes
the “hore's belly" and cwuld bde likemsd to an islasd, falling off
stesply in all Mrestions lne; & ses of jumgle. Risimg to the morth
from tho west fark of the KatAulkeu was EALl 6. (Bee Nap D) (23)

{19) a1, po 7,8, (20,21) &1, po 2By Personal Rwowledge, {22)
Persouel Kaowledgo. N . .



The only vehicle spprosch. !_.n»”»m regimmtal sone from the
st was a jeep trail, whioh mnoq the Natanikau River Just %o the
Zortheast of BL11 88, fple trall extended only o Ei11 86. Supplies
would nave to b and Garried from thet yolut forward. (See Nep D) (28)
Iz syoeary, the ferrain in the regimental sous of estiom provided
the

panese with excsliemt and fields of #ire from Hills
52, 53, 5 wnd Stee et Bwton Bidges, Ia std1tion nie taotion of
dezending Jungle covered reverss slopes provided adequate cever md
comveslment for his forward positions and Toutes of spply. Ooaversely,
the attaak of the 27th Infantry would have to bs wade over extremely
rugged, open terraln, flanked on toth #ldes Yy densé jungle. In
addition, the single vahiole trail into the regimental moné would
30t spport mre than ons lnuuon’- (24) .

218 enly other veilole approsch inte the regiueatal sone was
fron the north throngh the ares of e 2nd Marne Division. This
sonsisted of & Jeep treil from the Besch Road to Hill 66, With the

.ynu- of supply uppermost in the Regimental Commnder's mind, *

arrangcments vers mads with the Narizes to uee thie trail for ke
wvemsnt of $r00)8 and suppliess Arrangemsnts wers also mds for
28 uee of a Srward sssembly ares just to the mortheast of Bill 66,
(Sos Uap 0} (20)

Yery 11ttle information was known, or could be obm Gonaerning
the strength of tho Japanses in the regimmutal sons. Commeniers
and Iatelligence Officers of the Marine units stated that m ares
calisd the "water hole" 1% the desp draw Detween Eills 88 and @
*orse et forelege was kuown te be strongly defenied, It was ales
leaned that the enesy had strong defensivs positions on Hill 5%,
This was Based on the fmot SIRt two Mariss attacks ta battalion strength
bad been pads agalust that position md h‘m had falled. Heavy
cssualties had been suffered in WL atiacks, the 1ast of which had
‘taken plago only two weeks previcusly. In sddition, it was loarned

{23,24,25) A~1, p. 25,26,4%¢ Personal Knowledge,

e Narize Patrole dispatched along the WUk md scatimet HrXs
of the Nataniken hed alvays decoms bearily mgeges. (26)

26 Begioentsl Comsender decided 0 swploy twe Dattellons iu the
attaoking echelom. e ist with the ‘Sguadron

of the Amerioal Division attached, was assigusd tie noTihern portioa of
the mous of sotions Its mission was to attasck muth tizough the

lines on BL1L 86 t0 slexs the Drelege of the "gelloping horse” and
Hi11 57, (See Msp D} %he st Battalion would mve to attack positions
froma forwsrd afsembly ares northesst of Bill 66, The 3rd Batislion

‘'was given the sisslon of stiacking westward 1n the southern portion

of the regimental zone, It would nv; tkrovgh the line et Ty the
1st Battalion, And darines on H311 B8 and 64 to sapture BA11 5%, the
"norse's masd.® {See Nap D} The forward sesembly area seloated for
the 2rd Battalion was Just east of the Jesp bridge over the Hataniian
‘at the base of EALL 85, (a7)

2he toundary seleoted betweez Battalions ran gensrally west-~
ward from B111 54 thromgh the edge of the jungle Luth ct H1
82, %o HL11 BY. .

By XXV Gorps order, the &nd Narine Division was to miatain
antact wWith the 25th Pivision on the X ght. EHewever, a gap -num_
Totwoen the B8th Marines' positions on Eill 66 and the 25th Division's

* rignt toundary, Whioh ¥as also the right bouadary of the Reglment,

2hts gap yresested a dangerons threay o the right flank of the
1st Battalion, snd wuld have. t0. 1 Klosed prior o the attask.
*0o lnaere olosing the gap between ths left flank of the 8th
Narines snd the Divislon Boundary Yook more ties than any other
Itojeot and was only sedtled uu‘r s conferance of sll} parties
conoerned late in the acc:‘un_gf January 8th, vhen a round table
disoussion, fast gebtisg nowhere, was bromght to a cozelasion by
the timely arrival of the Oorps Gomsmsader and ivision Commuler.

(26) A9, (87)°A-1, p. 25,28,
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Zhis lllllh!. iz an l&tgou} Company of Narimes jumping off sfter
the Jonbardmet, erteading $he 1w south to.tbe oumdary asd
£11ling the gap, thus intaring safe condust of the lst Battalion
to t2at potnt.* {88} )

2he Cxxnen Coupany was o be gqloy-_ in support of tis
attackizg Battaliens. One platoon, from positions approximately
800 yards sast of Bill 85 wonld enpport the attack of nnsrg
Battalion, and ous platoon approximately 300 yu;h mortheast of Hill
66 wonld sapport the atimsk of the 1st Battalions Dae to the
ROCeRIity of pucking the 7Smm howitders to firing positions, endy
wo gons from each of the platoons would be nsed, (29)

2he End Battalion would be !:I reserve just east of the Rasaniian
At the Bass of Hill 85, and would ooougy this position afier the 3rd
Battalion bad woved out in the attack on 10 Jasmry. (30}

The 8th Field Artillery Battalion, whioh bad always teased with
the Begixent iz training was to continue this role when the attack
started ou 10 Jemmary. Supporting fires were planned "on oall®
2ollowing the partiolipation of the Battalion in the artillery
Freperstion on the "water hole.® Liasion Officers ware %o be seut
to Regiment and the 18t and 3rd Battslions; in addition, oue
Forward Observer from each of the tires firing betteries would jois
eash Battalion. (31}

In sddition to the 2ire sapport of the mrmg Artillery
Battalioz, tie entire Division Artillery was to be preparsd to sy
its fires iu support of elther the 27tk or 35¢h Infantry., This was
stipniated in the Division order, (32}

2he protiem of supply for the oomirg ‘ae.u ‘was cemplicated by
4 shortege 02 transportation, {nscesssible térrain, and & mx of
Toads, This was espooially true in the 3rd Battalion some of astion
as the jeep trell extendsd culy to Hill 5E. Zhe 25th Quartermaster
Cozpauy, would bacl ratisns, gesoline amd ammunition forwsrd to the

(28) a-1, p. 25,26, (29) A-10. {30) A-1, p. 263 &~12. {31) A=1, D¢ 39
(32) Aal, Appendix VI..

1

m;l n‘t ua; t::nk rndl. For thy lu_p“x'x Ty, this poiat waa st
the Jumstion of the Zsash Rosd and the Karine Trall, From thers,
only eight jeeps and iwo f-ton trucks were available 'n the sutire
Regiment for hauling supplies forward to the Battaliozs. (33)

fo provide for the hand oarry of rations and smmmition, 78
native garriers were hired, all of whos were to follow wp the 5rd
Battalion, 2he Anti-tsuk Compary would alep be meed to hand
aarry supplies for both the lst and 3rd Battalions, . {34)

20 Xeep down tiokmess, the ouly mess au#o b oarried ty
front 1ine troops vas & cantewn oup aml spoon, (38}

ke site welected for the comuazd Fost was at the bass of
H111 67 immediately emst of the ateaikan River. It was to b
oconpded on # Jannary. The arduons task of laying wire to forward
Battalions wonld start on 8 Jamery. (?nl

On 8 Jazmary, the entire Regiment began the twelve mile
maroh by foot toward forward assemily areas. !n; aight tbe three
Pattalions went into bivonao nssr the Deseh Rosd Just sast of the
Matanivau River. 2bs following wrnh‘:. the 1st acd 3rd Battalions
mved into their forward assembly aress, to bagin preparation for the
‘attack the mest wraiog. {87)

’ S RARZALICE PLAR

e )h- of~ the st Battalion, ccomandsd by Lisntenant Solomel
Olauds X, h_rnr‘. was briefly as follows: fellowlug the artillery
ant air iomderdseat on 'the "water 2o18,% and the clostng of the gay
‘between Neriwe positions on H113 86 and the Divialon rght Toundary,
the Resoxnal seasce Squsdion, Ameriesl Division on BL11 84, would
spcure tie lagt flsak of the Battalioa by blooking the ravixe Detwesn

‘Hil1 B6 and the resr foreleg of the "galloping horse,* Oms Gompmy

of the lot Battalion, With & seotion of Deavy aokine guss attacted, . '
would then move out and secure tis draw detwien tie Narines uult on

{33) A-1, pedRy dumex 8, Do 1o (34} A=1, p. 25,43, (35) Personal
Xaowledge. (38} &-1, (37) A~ po 28: Personal Knowledge.
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K113 66 and toe roz forelegs of the "Lores.® Wiem these uzite were
12 position the Iastalion wuld attack in colusn of Oompaniss acress
tne Jungle covered ravime south of Eill 66 and siese the objective.
{see map D) (38)

2be plan of the 3rd 1 L 2= Colomel
George B, Jush, was brisfly as followss HiLL 52, seleated as the

Battalion would e oaptured by deudls eavelops.
monts Osmpany L, Sttacking on the left would dessend the couth
slope of Hill B4 under cover of early morning m;-. and taxe w
positions on Eill 5l. When the attask started, Oompany & would
envelops E1ll BR from the 1eft." 0ue jlatoon would remsic en Eil1 51
to protect the laft flank ef the Battalion. Company I would sstaek
on tbe right Yy mvisg through the edge of the wods ander the "nerse's
elly* to envelops HiLL 32 from the Zorth, 0ns maohine ga platecn
from Geupany X would be attaoned to sech assaclt Company. ¥he Simm.
mortar platoos would sapport the attack from m&tivmu o the nerth
alope of Bi11 54, Gompeay X would be in riserve Betesa Eills 54
and 55. (SesMap D} (35)

ZERASZAOK CB 20 - A2 JANIARY

At 0550 on the worning ef 10 Jamary, the seered zm‘ ot the
Division artillery and one Battalion of Marind artillery began' firing
on the "water hole.® At 0620 the Artillery fires 1ifted, snd
Flanes from the dut Pighter Group began releasing their leads of
depth ocharges on the sams targes. A% 0838 the Jombardment was
completed and the lst and Zrd Battalions. Jumped o2f in the sttack.
In the 1st Battalion sone Company ¥, &nd Marines soved forward to
oloss the gap to the Division right boundary, sod the Resomnslesance
8quadron, Amerioal Division on E1ll 56 moved ioward the rear foreleg
0f the “galloping lorse.” Oempsny B With ane seetion of havy

(88) 4~1, 3. 30, (39) A~1, po 385 Personal Kaawledgs,

-nunm ttacked, followed the Marine Gorpany sad prosesdsd into
the rarine to olose the gap betwera HIIL 66 asa tu front foreles of

the “galloping horse® Tne effest of _ihl‘lrﬂlhﬂ sad asrial bomperd~
aad all thres units wers in wsition. (40

2be remainder of the lst Dattallon then beganm the sttaax on BN 57
W7 moviag south from E112 66 in & columm of companies Detwesn the
flazk somrity farziehed by Qoupasy B and ihe Reconsalsssace Squadron.
Compaay & s 1n 3o Jaad Zollowed by -Gompany 0 azd Do "Atter slight
TesLStams from thres Light machine guae,” tie Cempazies vl up the
Zoxelegs of the "hors¢™ amd on to H1ll BT, ), 1140 t2 lat Battalion
34 amptured 1te objestive. Tiw Dattalion thea dag in and pegared
@ all aronmt dermse.: (Se0Map ) ()

In the leq Battalion sous, Gompazy L frod Ni11 51, and Cempaxy I
from B{ll 84 moved into the attack as piamned. (Bee Map D) From
Gomguny L's jump off position om Eill 61, & last mirute recoxsalssands
W the Gompany Gommanier revealed that aa alsest perpeadiouiar drop
off to the south of Hills 51 and EA prevented a wde exvelopsmmnt from
that drections Mﬂnln‘ﬁv. one platoon of Gompany L moved folly
sxposed from EA11 51 onto the approachws of Eill 8A. Another platoon
of Oompany & took mp positions en‘ Eill 61, The remeiniig platoon
lunl_ i» support. ZThe light machine smn faection was in position on
B111 B1, bat the attached maohine gun platoon had mot yet takem up &
21ring position. {42) '

2he platoon from Cempany I -'d: Tapidly towards Hill 52 wishont
opposition until it resobed s point along the eastem slope approximately
100 yards from the orents The lesding scout, s lboustéed ageiust
tte siy them peered over the edge inty the Nstasimen Yelley ani fired

.one round from Mse 12 gangs shotgws iato a Jayanede mchize gua orew

Just going iuts poriilon. Suddenly Japenese mortar, grenads, mching
qun and rifie fire swept the ridge killing four men. 2bs platoon -

(40,41} A1, p+ 51, {42} Persomal Xnowledge.
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prepared for & ssoond

1R 4 ”g:run! its Pouition _.-na_-_n, to

e right. 2The Japsnese, from ‘their positions on the reveres elope
oontinaed €0 plase mriar £1re on the platoon. Giesedes were throwa
by tbe platoom, but fell far below the Japanase iefore axpleding. -In
sn attempt to get the grenades to qmnl- in the enony position, many
of thta ware held ignited for fow sevonds before delmg thrown. {43}

‘%58 reminter of Company L on A1 51 was alw feeling the effect
of the sunaing and £lexibility of the Japanese defense of Hill B2,
Naokine gun £1re from the Taverss ops of Hill 52 began swoeptng
the Company’s position on Hi1l B1, inflioting several oasualties.

1e sotlon in Gompany L's position of the 3rd Battalion some wes
steadily deterdoratings It reached & clims by spproximtely 0950
mxla tis Company Oo—u_n seut & runaer to the asaanlt platoon ¢n
E1l) 62 with & verbal mssage o withirax 200 yards so sortsr fire
could % placed on the Japsness sirong point. ¥hile sarouts o deliver
:;:o wesage, the rumer was badly ‘IM By the tine be reseded the
platoon lsader on Hill 53, the only word be Gould speak was, “withdraw,”
2he pletcon withirew and -':upg 206 the firing of the S0mm mrtare
on HLll 52, Oompany L'a attmok ceme to & lnnd:nnl.

Later, the Gompany Commandor of Oompaxy L, in constaut toueh by
856 radio With ¥4 Battalion Comsander sdvised him of the lmpoveidility
of envelopemmt of BA11 58 from the 1e7t because of the almit
Perpendt onler mouth Qopes (44) '

Roumnile Sompsry I, wmveloping 411 63 from the right, was also
moeting avife resietance. {See Yap D) Hovizg gensrally scatiwess

frow the line of departnre on Mill 54 the Oompeny preceeded along the edge
.

of the woods morth of {1l 52 and across the opes grouad alozg the
semi-oircular ridge leadizg to E1) 82, Almwst immdiately upon
orossing tta 1loe of dsparture the Compasy met oppositlon, aisly from

soipers in the woods to the rights ZThis firs wus so offeotive in delsying

(43,44) A<1, p. 34; Pareonal Kmowledge.
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the advaune of Gompany I, that oue platoon bad to be employed on an
Auti=sniper -!.mé-. Pimally, moh later s the (ime of Oompaay L's
withdrawsl, Gempany I pregressed to within 200 yards of the obisctive.
At this time they ocame under fire from Jayansse reverse slops dsfenses
on Ei11 62, and eculd mve mo fartber.

Before noon the entire aitack of the 3rd Battalion was stalemated,

. The Japansas bad in turn, held beok the sttack of the two enveloping

companiese Im addition, the intenss iroplosl beat wan takisg a hasvy
%011, Oantesns were empty Azd haat exbazstion was lnmu. the
Battelion, (48} '

2he Battalion Commnder then ‘nrund Ooupany X to move to the
right of Conpany I and while Company X ulq. to make o wider envelop~
wexnt of BL1l 52, Oompany L was crdersd to leave ons platoon on Eill

81 for flank and rear and mve the .‘ of the Company
asrosa the entire some to take gp o reserve position behiad Gompeny X.
Tho attack waa to 10 Irodesded 3y & heavy mrtar sud artillery conees-
tration on Bill 52 to be fired when Compmy K reported that they were

in pn-sm-.' (4) .

As the rifle companies slowly moved isto ‘thelr attack puL‘tiau
band carrying parties wers sent forward with the badly nesded
waters (47)

Durirg thia 1ull ia the attack, arrazgemeats wers mde for air
support of ¢he dastalion in its second assanlt on Hill 53, %o imsre
recognition of the target the Flight Commmnder reportsd to the
3attalion Gomeander on Hill 54 and was showa the location of the
Japanese reveras slope position holéing up the attack, The tentative
time set for the bombardment was 1500, me the Battalion Jomsander did ’
oot kuow 4t tile time whether or not i; wuld be wesded, AdMitional
arrangements were mele with the Flight Leader tiat when Hs pianes .
arrived over the arei, one round of amoke would be fired on ES1) 58

(45,46,47) 41, p. 341 Perscusl Encwledge.
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to marc tie target and as & sigusl to provsed WAth the wiemiom. (48]

Gompaxy K we's baving &1fflculty getting into position for the
attack, ot only were they meetizg resistance 0 thelr fromt, tat
they also had to seoure & soell ﬂlgt ortkwest of H11l 52 o pmteot
thelr rear, 1t wa? ot untl) 1348 that they reported that they were
resdy for the sttask. Oxnly one platoon of Opmpany L was in position.
{49}

4t 1348 a five minute artillery concsatration was -;zm for on
Eill 52, The final assaalt was to follow. For some witnown nuon.t
the artillery five was not ngﬁv;d s5d the attack had to be delayed.
{80}

By this time it was 1448, and the wix planes on the Womberdment
miseion appsared over the area. Howsver, Ooupany X was in prolougation

"to the direotion of the amial sttack and hud to be moved imok to

covered position and out of Mné ¢ the asrial attacks At 1500, the
Battalion Oommnder oalled for one round of artillery smoke on Hill
5%, The round was fired, Wt foll Just south of the battalion OP,
short of the targsts The Battalion Commander 1mmediately called for
o6 sxoke, xound from his owa mrters. s the smke shell Wllowed
on ts target, the six planes, with depth charges as lombe, started
thelr approach from the southeast. Ous ty one the plaues dumped
‘thelr depth charges on the Jepanese reverss slope mﬂ.d‘ou on H{11
82, Pow perfeot hits wore scored and two were duds. {811

Wi the serisl bombardment was completed, the five mizmute
artillery concentration was fired, and the sttack ataried. Company
K mved in 2rom the nortiwest end Company I moved in from the morth-
east. Ome platoon of Gompazy L moved betwsan Gompanies I and K.
Steady progress was mide in this attack, which anded in almst hand
t% hand combat with the few remaiming Jtpnnu_la on H11l B2, "At 1885,
wearly 8 hours after the jump off, Hill 52, the initial objective of
the 3rd Battellon, was captured, (See Map E} (82)

(48,49,50,61,58) A1, p. 34,535,401 Porsonal Xnowledge.

”

) !;rtly‘ n;-r the capture of HALL 51 by the 3nd Pattelion, the
Regimmtal Gommander ;-mﬂ»era.- to consolidate positions for the
night. The nr;c day of thl 27¢h Infantry's attack on the “gallaoping
pores” was sucoessfully completed. (Ses Map B} v

The 224 Battalion in reserve, Was used o assist the 3rd Battalion

i mudn‘uu positiona for the pight. Shortly after the sttack
Jumped off, the Regimental Copmender 2ad ordered one Compeny ta ooouzy
B413 50 and establish & block to the Matanixan, while the remeinirg
two rifle Compenies remalmd resdy to ooougy Hille 51 and the LI
sast slops of nin B2 after their sapture by the 3rd Battalion. 37
nightfall, all Battalions of the Regiment were in a cordon defenss,
and ocontect by patrol had Deen estadlished between the 1a¢ Battelion
o2 Hi11 57 snd the 2rd Battalion on Eill 5A. As soon s watér could
e brought forward the mext mrning, the attwok to EA11 would be
continaed by the 3rd Battalion. 2he la% Dattslion was to remsis o3
111 B7. %he £34 Battslion would occupy the positions oa Hill B2
vacated bty the Ird Battalion when the attsck started. (See Map 3}
{a3)

Zhe night of 10 Jazwary was relatively quist in the regiwental
seators At daylight, 11 J__!y'. 4ha 5rd Battalion bagan preparing
for 1ts attack om BL11 B3, Oarrying parties, includiag men from the
rifle compumnies were #aEt back for water, aud tie attack was sohednled
for 0300, The Grd Battalicn Oommnier Gaeided to ageln émpley two
companies in the attacking sohelos. Company L with ons mobine gub
platoon sttached was to attack on the »ight to captmre E111 37 and
aontact the lst Battalion. CGompany I, with ome heavy nsohize gam

. platoon attached, was to sttack on +ho ot aleng Bims Ridge towrt
#4111 55. One platacn of Oompany 1 was to ocouzy Bxton Ridge. Company
X would follow $he sitack of Company I, prepared to pass threugh
Goupsay 1 asd assaalt K111 53, An artiilery preparasion on Bl 58
would w;mn the attagk. (Ses Map E) (84}

(8B} A-12; A-1, po 37 Pecsonal Knowisdge. (54) A-1, P 35. Permoned
Knowledge.
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4% 0900, altioogh sutficiens water tnd ot yet arrived te £111
A11 sxuteess, tbe Zrk Battalion Jumpel off in the attacks Shs
Comganiss moved very slowly aud beat exbawsilon, #¢ on the day befexe,
%002 bagan overtaking the Battalion. Oompeny L, moving in ool._;
meged to get cnd rifle platoon and the heavy mahine gan platoon on
the lower approsch to Eill 5Y.. Hewsver, this uﬁu was soon Ialted
WhOR eneuy machine gun and rif1s £ire from the "Hores's Enee® (uh 57}
and from along the edge of the Jungls to the scuth pinned ths platoon
to t2e ground. Phe remaluder of Compapy L sdvanced 20 farther than
the bottom of the desp gorgs detwsen Kills 52 and 57. .

Compsmy I on the left orawled fermard followsd by elements of
Company X. TUpon resching the tottem of the drew, they toe were nalted
Wy ouemy itino & 2170 from the high ground to The soubhmest.
Althongh ot platoon of Osmpany I musged to ooeupy part of Exten Ridge,
a1l forward yrogrest in ihe left of iae battalisn sens soom eamt to 8
complete stametill, Mortar and artillary fire n-‘ plased on smapected
Japeneso positions to the front, Wat 20 effort was oade 1y the x;lno
Cowpanies to move forward., Zhe Japanese, with exsellent odservation
2rom 111 55, mooz ¥ook sdvantage of the situation By placing wriar
21ire into the congosted ares, causing wauy essualties and adding to
the rapid disintsgration of the attask. Before zoom, Ledt exhaustion
Bas swept the entire Dattalion as the men lay Twestrate Que to the
1m0k of watur. Water, which did some forward was ouly in soall
amunts and mever mefiolent to go around. {86}

Seelng that further attempt to centinue b attsak was hopeless
b9 Battalion Gommnier 1stued crders At moon to 'itunv to E411 5%,
{Bes Map X} Bo furtrer attempte were wads on 11 Jamary to espture
B 65 (57 v '

SEEATSACK QP 12 - A3 JARIRY
. Barly on the aftermoen. of 11 Il—l;l the Regimental Opmmender

(86457) A=1, p» 364 Personal Enowledge.

L]

Sasund ezders o the 20 Duttalion 1o pass iwongh tas 50 Patielicn”
on the following moroizm aod continmce the attack to 111 65, 2he
time seb for the attack was 0830 and wonld bé preceded Yy aerisl
strafing and towdings A 15 miznte ariilliey preparetios would also
b placed in the gemeral visinity of the hofss's heed, (B11L 83).
(See Map 7] (38} . :
"Durirg the late afternoon axd esrly ¢

iiag of 11 Jemnry, the
204 Battalion mowed into positicn bebind the 3md Battalion om E1ll

82 o be in readiness for the attack the mext tornizge Briefly the
plan of the 2ad Battalion was as follwwss Oéwo was to eapture
au& B by attacking westward tirongh tie J-}nn . orth of B131 63.
Gompazy 7 was %0 attesk Rxton axd Shus Ridges and Eoosed fo Hi1 B3,
Company 5 was to Tomain in Tesarve. I(au_l_;_p (&)

Immediately following $is serial and artillery losbarduent the
attack jumped off, Oompaxy ¢ moved iuto the Juugle north of Bill 83
and prooesded weet toward Hill 57 and Gompany F wowsd foward Rrton
Ridge, CUompany G resched the spproash to Hi21 67 at 1080 and suddenly,
cams under eneny machine gun fire from th polat of the "horss's
Xoee* (BL12 .Wll lﬂ e odge of the Juzgle to their left. (Sea uap 1)
Buesy mrtar ?ire also fell on the G;vw at this time. Edwever,
thay contizued %o push forwsrd and By 1150, galned dontact W th the
1st Battalion on Hi1l 57, Jepauese mohize gun fire from tis um-v
left of BL11 57 nesr the edge of the Jjungle jrevented the capiure of
the entire ridge ustil 1330, when tte Gompazy Commander and four
voluutesrs maneuvered through the Juzgle o the sovbiwest and Jmpoxed
the position onts ZThe Uompazy them w.yu-d an all arcand defense
«xtenilag south from tis et Batvalion to the Jungle covered ravine
stk of B11 85, (Seedap?) (60)

Heamnhile, Oompany ¥ nt_vunu 4in the Isft of the Battalion sows
quiokly Teached the north half of Bxton Ridge only to e completely

(88) A1, po 27, 7 A-12. (E9) A=1E. (60) Ae13.
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stopped Ty machine gua £1re from Sium Bi4ge and the head of the

arsw between Exton and Sims Ridges. The Battalion Commander tiwn
soxmitted Oompazy X %0 the left of Compeny 2 to oapture t!» remsining
portion of Bxton Bidge uﬁ. to contimue to Sims Ridge. At 0730,

one platoox of Cowpany = gained their .guqm portion of Exton
Ridge, only to cous snder teavy machine gun and moriar fire frem
Siom Bidge, as had Compary F. The platoon leader was killed amd the
Platoon moved beak. Later, s small group from Compewy 3, inolading
& 1ght nechine gun $eotlon, mved baok on the ridge, Temtming:jhere
together with eleaeate of Company P watil relieved iy & meobim gun
platoen from Gompaxy E. (63)

With elements of 1 th companies remainiug on Exton Ridge, &
Basty réorganization took Plass sud one more attempt was mde that
aftersoon to capture tbe objestive; this tims onder the personsl
supervision of the battalion execative officer, Oaptain Oharles We
Davis, win'bad woluntesred to go forsard and cosrdlnate Yae attses
(e8) . .

Gorganios B and F were xoved $0 tIA northern emd of S4ms Ridge,
azd supporied Yy the fire of the heavy mchine guns on Prton Ridge
afvanced toward the eneny Pllilh‘"l &t the high point of Sim Bidge.
This attack erept to withis 40 yards of the ensmy strong poist amd
was -gplu nomq- As the ll’tllicn had sutfered heavy casualiies
and tha man were axbausted from the bard fighting aml lack of water,
the Bastalion Oemmuder issued orders to dig in for the night md
dsfend in plase. (Hee Xap #) (83}

2he third day's battle of the "galloping lorse" hsd thus netted
only small galzns over the advandes mde oz 10 Jaamerys Altbongh
soms ground gelna were mls by Compaxy @ in siesing HA1L 57 ad
Sxtasdizg the Mms of the lst Battalion, the hardest part aH1l
nﬂl-Q ahesd, (3es Map #] It ias well to mote here that atter

{61} A-24. (42,68) A1

3

agtariag HIL 67, Gemary © s able to vt osse 1 aetion of 124

Tewainder of the Battalion on Exton and Sims Ridges, incluisg

moh of the defenss aetiTity of the suews The Gompaay Comunter

of Sompany G requosted peraission to fire his mortars in wmgport of
Gompantes ¥ and 7, but the request was desieds (64}

On tbe morning of 13 Jamary, the attack of tha 2nd Battalion
vas Tesumed, éoquv' w8 ordered to skirt the woods aorilwest of
Siow Eidge and sdvanse to nu B;. Company X was to capturs Bims
Bidge and cunthno'nn %o Hill B3. (88)

4n the atiack started, the heavy enemy fire on the nigh point
of Bims Rilge again started taking heavy ossusliies, Heriar fire
placed on the Jepaness position lad m0 resxit. The snewy fire

to cover all to 3ima Rldge and 811l 83. {Bes
Xap ¥) : '

Oaptain David, wio had remined all night with Gomany 7, then
realised that the n_tn?km gradua 1y touud:m the pattern of the
Provicus daye Oonsequently, he borrowed su M-l rifle, and Wb
four volunteers from Compazy ¥, began emilu up & smll gully
toward the Japsnese positiom. Witk Oaptain Davia in the lead, the
small group orewlsd $o within 10 yards of the mussle of the Japmese
mackine gun and 'nnn throwizg grensdes 1anto the positions 2be
lqﬁnu‘ retallated Ty throwing several grenades at t1e assanlting
group, Shres of whioh landed in their midet, mt falled to explode,

N,uny; behind & last volley of gremade fire Oaptain Davis,
followed ty tie four volunteers, lsapsd forward direetly intoe the
meny position. As he fired the first round int the group of
defenders Ib.' ritle jowoed. Immdintely dlscardizg it, he drew Ms
Matol and togother with the otiers killed the lset remsining
Jupanese in that positions Osptain Davis and 1« wmall group did
not etop bars, but contizaed to puoh forwards

Inspived ¥y the gallantry of Captain Davis snd 1is seall

(84) 1-13. -(88) A-1%,



group, the remsinder of the z_sng l_nnnon rqsm q’_uicu;- Oempany
¥ raced to coxmplete the oapture of Sime 15“.. while Oompuny P .

roved rapidly alosg the #dge of the jungle taward xui 83. By 1130,
tos tec ogmpanies Joined on E11d 83. Shortly ‘curnﬂu. OGompany &
from A1 57 yushed soath through the strip of jugle to comtant
Gompazy 7 on B411 83 to complete tis scoomplishment of the 2nd
Battalion's mission. (See Mep @) (6&8)

The Battle of the "galloptug horse® was over and he Z7th
Infantry bad sccomplisked it's miasion. In fomr days of fierce
fighting under onditions of extreme tropioal best, shortags of
water and precipitous terrein, the Regiment bad seversly besten

a fanatical ememy to farther Juatify its mtto - "Yearless.®

(88) A~12; Persomal Enowledge.

~ASALIELS ANR (RITIOIN..

In my opinion, the decision to comedit the 5tk Diviaiox e soon
atter ita arrival on tho Ialand was based on sound reasoniag.
Gusdalosnal 19 looated In one of the heaviest walsrisl areas ia the
world, and had time been allowed fer training and ceotitioning, dlssase
would Zave materially redvosd the combat e2flolenay of the Divisiens
Wighting divisions wers wt rendlly avaijable in the Pacifio at this
time dne t’o the high priority of the Naropesn war; ' 1% was nau-lﬁ.
then, to take advantage of every sprortunity to fully wtilize all
available forees,

In ny opinion, & 1ack of radio emmnications ia thé Title
companles wan toe met dstrimental factor iu esasing the early
stsndstill of the attack of the 3rd Battalien in the left portisn
of the Regimental moz#. 2he indtisl sttack of Company I wae
vigorous, aud & goed foothold on Hill 52 was ‘nmi in a very tew
sioutes, Alihongh saveral cascaliies fad Been suffered and the situ-
-ation of pard of the Gompany o Bill B2 loeked *Nad® from the Battalion
any Jompaay OP, artillery £1ire should mt bave bem plamed on the
Hill wntil the aotual condition of the platoon was lmows, Ae 1%
haprexed, the platoon leader tad terely enough time himself %6 amalyse
the situation befors the wunded reuney appeared with the 111 fated
wessage. If the platoon leader could Iave commnicatéd direotly with
the Genpany Oemmander, the events that followsd could have deen
voided and the early bold on Hill 52 retaineds ’

The wihod of coordination for the asrial tombardmszt in expport
of the Zrd Battalion on Hill 52 left nothing & L] dasired, Briefirg
the Flight Luﬂ_ur Wy an aotnal ground reccxnaissancs paid off in
wélooow dividends whan the first round of suoks fell inte the middle
of the Mitalion soze, Rvidenss that the pilot kmew that tiis round
bad gone auies was presented wheu be led his £1ight 1m & oirole over
the ares While swaiting sxother sigaal.. 2his also wings out the



faot that organic means should have besm ased for marking amd
signalling; samly the Slmm mortars.
Lack of water 104 directiy to the “Sllﬂ“lrlﬂll of the attack

ox 11 Jamuary. This shonld mot have bappensd af tar the experientes
of t1e day before wien the same shortooming sxisted. 116 34
Battalicn should bave waited antil water e availsdle ia suffiolet
quantities even though the aitack wight bave bese delayed aa satire
day. The fallare of the wttack wntrilmted greasly to a rednotion

12 mrale nﬁ sosbat efficiemsy of the mem in the rifle companies.
Water was m.iunu a8 seqond only im pricrity to ammpition bafere
the attack startsd, tmt still the nesd 4id not seem to e fully
realiseds -Zrws, the myply was complioated ly & sbortase of traus-
’mrnuﬂ and Iack of roads, tut the min treakiown was in the lmproper
supepvision of kand oarrytig partiss. The water which 4id stars
forward was usually counsamed before it remched the front JLme eompanies.
£he 76 native esrriers were of little belp in gevting water all the
way forward becanae of LhMir extress fear of the sound of rifis fire.
Upon hearing the orvask of & snipers rifle they wuld drop thetr loads
apd head for ine rear. The water provles was a0t Solved unill a
eupply ocable was hutm from Hill 54 to & Xuod protruding from
H411 68 and foreard distribution haniled uader the personal suparvision
of the Anti-tank Oonpaxy Commanders

Oempaxy G, snd the lrt Battalion, from positlons oa E 87,

oonid ave safely fired in support of the 2nd Battalionm im ite

attack on 111 63, It ie wy mu&,’{&. mortar suprort bheen given

the oapture of EA11 53 would havs taxes place much quieker. Sowpany

@ and the let Battalion bad good odservation ﬁo!ull 87, and watohed
the sotivity of the Japauness in the violnity 'n! Sims Rldge for the
better pert of thres dags. With careful evordinstion, Shis fire
00uld have besm orept i from Hill 53 with sdjustuwents made 3y
observers louuQ ou Exton Ridge.
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Fisotrical mesns of commanication are needed within the
itle wapand en; ’
In combit in-¢he troplos auc sdequate soures and mikod of

wator re~supply is absolutely ssssntiale 2o reduse the

seamrre——— §
Froblem of re=mipply all infividaal seldiers aloald de

equipped with tw canteens.

The £4re of crganie high avgle weapons shoudd always be need

to £ir® suoks on & #ignal misslon. These Woaponss ANy
ATS, &re always wore resdily avallaile for quick

sdjustmnte
Toot messengers should mever be dispatohed with an important

ver 3 .
Lsaders most at all times tako positive -t:g t0 break up the
um-&m.v»t
bunehing of t»-'guen-h commnd, The euemy is guick to
e e ————y - .
Dlsce fire on & congested ares.

4 reverse slope defense 1s the most effsctive @ﬂu position

oauzot be easily approsched fvom the flanks ank 'Téars fhe

JApese demoustrated this in thelr defeuss of Rills B2 mnd 53,
Band carrying parties met always be given adequate sati-miper
Protestion Iy riflemen diatridated thronghout the columme e
...,-—NW "

Pighting in & tropleal olimate is extremly extmnating to the

L:I:A:—nu.tu‘rmn. only the minime of squipems shonld be

lﬂlﬂa I2 the soldier is overturdened be will only throw

awsy the item 2o De8 not needs

Salt tadlets must bs ingluded in the datly dlet of troope.ia

sxtremaly hot olimiee. 2Thay dontriate greatly to the redudtion
ey Y iee )

v a3

I fighting the Japanass, there is 2o mdstitute fer fire power.

He will pot give up & pesition without & 2ight and the beet
nothod of keepig casualiles dowa is 0 [reeeds every attask
with the massed fires of all available weapons.



