JAMES JONES

nated everyone in the place. He was also a superb,
ni:é\Stérful, ‘old-fashioned Irish storyteller. The struc-
re-of his Second Regional Assistance Command
RAC), I gathered, with himself as advisor to the IT
C rps- commarider, apparently ran right on down
hrough the Viét chain of command to his junior-
flicer" advisors 4t the regiment and battalion level.
the spur of the moment I asked him if while I was
ind- there, he‘ éould get me into Kontum, and
maybe as Well have me flown up to the Border Ranger
ost at Dak Pek. His face sobered and got a little dis-
and he gave me a funny little look. As if he
ght I-might be using him. He could probably get
me’into Kontum all right, for a short while, he said.
But Dak Pek was out of the question. It was fifty miles
inside'the ehemy lines, with antiaircraft positions all
fe'way up, § .
It suddenly occurred to me—I thought I sen, e“’{iﬁf
hat.Healy might not be feeling too happy a ut'his

‘around. That I was getting off on the
with him. I didn’t want that to happe

sked me how long I'd been in service,I'told him the

T'd been in five and a half years. But—I added
1934: Anvalided out. He

s discharged ‘early, in
ooked up. Actually, I continded, with a vague intui-
tive flash of some irrationdl ipspiration, T had wari-
' first coming back from
n spending some time in

, and nodded. I said I felt I'd
nd if I was sent to Europe I
~Healy nodded again, Anyway,
alousy Quartermaster Gas Supply
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outfit with a bunch. ot
said, if I hadn’t warite-
. have stayed in for the f
miyself launched into t!
story of my reassignm:
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‘main themes of the th;:
on: The point was, T h
CArmyidi .
Healy was an exceller:
was silent for a long me
tale of blind, Gung-Ho ¢
nose, and said the Arm-
‘molding and shaping y-
‘then launched into a sto:
first enlisted and was :
: Riley; Kansas. He had |
‘Year’s Eve, at the Office:
death had climbed up o:
off the window and war
their ladies and their ¢
enjoyirig their ball. Wh
back to his freezing bar:
kinocked out and look:
stopped-up johns and pi
floor and stormed downs
the company commande
here. The CQ of cotirse
¢insisted. And when the

heat was off. How did the
nd believe in an outfit
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" And when I looked back up, I thought for a:spli

eared, bucktoothed little friend in the branches,
among the leaves of the big tree outside, his tiny eyes
glinting, his small body bouncing up and down excit:

“edly.

I had seen my hairy little pal again the night before

. I went to Dak Pek. And I had glimpsed him again the

night after I got back from Tri Ton. I still did not

"“know why I wanted to go to Dak Pek and Tri Ton. Andi”

I did not know what my hairy little friend meant or
stood for. "o :

I could remember being terribly afraid undér mof— ;

tar barrages in World War 11 Getting | hoot back at

- the enemy and hurt him had hg;}p‘éﬁ that fear a lot. . -
< Anyway, I was younger. Back.tiien, I had been afraid™ -

of dying without having de my voice heard in the

“world, without havingafiade the fact of my existence
_.at least known. [ ?} not want to be lumped name-
lessly together th

a lot of dead heroes who got
remembered gnly collectively. A perhaps legitimate
anity,  / P
‘But I had not been terrified when Lwas wounded, or
‘even much afraid. Afterward,A"had been afraid I .
might get hit again, bef;%gﬁf‘?:ould get out of there, .
egitimately and honarghly. I thought that would he:
the ‘'most unholy, %déss irony. And I had seen it
happen to men. : ; :
ut in those days I had never touched on this odd
conspiratorial physiological alliance between . fea
d the sense of sex. And  had never seen my apélik
little friend. :
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ossed 92.5 tons of
zs. Then a dozen

planning and execution left most men of the 3d Battalion without
any water when the battalion moved out at“0900 after an artillery
preparation. The main thrust by two companies toward the Horse’s
Head came to a standstill in a ravine raked by machineguns. Once
halted, mortars assailed them. Here, ggclaimed Bush, the effects of
the lack of water induced an “inertja.” Leaders became lethargic,
and the led, ever more thirsty and ;ihausted, rapidly became fewer
from heat exhaustion and casualties. In one platoon only ten men
remained conscious.

Shortly after noon, Colonel\{ cCulloch sensed that the 3d Battal-
ion had run out of steam. P{é"ordered Lieutenant Colonel Herbert
V. Mitchell to pass through the 3d Battalion and continye the attack
with his 2d Battalion. Durj g the late afternoon, Mitchell conducted
a hasty reconnaissance issued his orders. Following air and

objective, the 2d Battalion attacked from
Hill 52 at 0630 on Jan ary 12. On the right, Company G gained its
goal, the southern m
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Y
silhouetted Davis on the ridgetop. Cﬂ?ﬁns, who observed the entire
action from Hill 52, stated that D}g s’s bold conduct had “an electri-
fying effect on the battalion Company E “came to life” and
promptly cleared Sims’s Rgfg“e before surging down the Galloping
Horse to join Company Fg‘t‘the head. By noon the 27th Infantry held
its objective. &

THE COASTAL DRIVE

To the north of the 25th Division, the coastal sector assigned the 2d
Marine Division sector from Hill 66 to Point Cruz was not active for
the first three days of the XIV Corps offensive. On January 12, the
Marine division received orders to begin its advance westward. This
marked the first action by the division as a whole, although two of
its constituent regiments, the 8th and the 2d, had already seen action,
and indeed the 2d Marines was vastly overdue for relief. The marines
confronted the same ground that had proved impervious to an as-
sault by two reinforced regiments in November: a deep wooded
ravine flanked on the east by Hills 80 and 81 and on the west by a
ridge peaking at Hills 82, 83, and 84 and commanded by Japanese
machineguns expertly sited to place fire seaward perpendicular to the
path of any unit attempting to move west. The boundary of the
sectors held by the 38th Division and the 2d Division ran across Hill
83 so that the 1st Battalion, 228th Infantry (1/228) faced the left half
of the 2d Marine Division front and the remnants of the 4th and the
16th Infantry Regiments confrorited the right of the division’s front.
To nullify the defensive advantages conferred by the terrain, the
marines chose to attack in echelon from left (south) to right or, in
terms of the ground, from the head of the ravine downward. In this
fashion, each unit would maneuver forward clearing a lane so that
the next unit on the right could gain the rear of the Japanese posi-
tions to its front and attack downhill toward the enemy machinegun
emplacements. The commander of the 2d Marine Division, Brigadier
General Alphonse DeCarre,” aligned his front with the 2d Marines
on the left and the 8th Marines on the right (beach) flank. He held
the uninitiated 6th Marines in reserve.

“DeCarre led the 2d Marine Division on Guadalcanal by virtue of an exercise in military
punctilio. The actual commander of the division was Major General John Marston, but
Marston was senior to Major General Patch. As the Army provided the bulk of the troops
on Guadalcanal at this time, Marston remained in New Zealand.
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(Edinger)" For two weeks this type of fighting went on and we ate

[N}

¢old C Rations, drank from shell holes, and slept in holes full of mud and
water. The Btn. CO came around and asked if we were'getting plenty or
hot food. Plenty of troops volunteered for KP to get off the line and
I guess they didn't want to bring up any hot chow. The Col. told the

’ kitchen crew to get hot chow up there to us or get back on the line."

Col. Mitchell elected to envelop Sims Ridge so he withdrew F Co. from
Exton and ordered it to attack Sims Ridge form the north. Eagsy Co. attemp-
ted to continue its attack but could not and when Fox Co. éot halfway to
‘the crest 1t was halted by an enemy strongpoint on the reverse (west) slope.

While the Wolfhounds could not locate the machine gun position, E Co., still

trying to advance, drifted to their right“and became intermingled with F Co.
(Flie) "Gen. Collins wa: a frequent visitor to the tront lines and, on

the 12 Jan., he wat in our Of on H1ll 57. On our left flank (to the south)
the 2 Btr. was having a go at Sims Rldge ani we could see the action devel-
oFing in thelr sector. We could all see the charge up the hill ané when it
was over Gen. Collins turned to his aide and instructed him to find out
who led the charge so he could put the man in for the Medsal of Honor."
(B111 "Chubby" Curran) “wWe
were lying in front of the crest
of Sims Ridge, on 12 Jen., throw-
ing grenades at the Jap machine
guﬁ position because we had them
spotted. Fox Co. had taken & hill '
and occupied ‘it and we were to
Jump off and try to take Sims
iidgé, 12 Jan., with my platoon.

[ sent out my two scouts, then

) ) ) -Ies Dav 8, ﬁffan;"”érd,lWoddﬁard,
tyself, followed by three other and Steék

len. After we had gone over the crest of the hill a mgchine gun opened up



preventlng tne rest of my platoon from coming up. We were in the high 130
grass on a saddle. Snipers hidden in "spider holes" then opened up and

got three of my men right through their helmets. Two were dead and
Holllston was wounded. We were within 25 yards of the enemy strong point
and then ran out of pineapples."

The close proximety between the Japs and Wolfhounds on Sims Ridge

_ protected the enemy from mortar fire; though, A and F company mortars

had tried fire from two different positions it wac not effedtive.

| (Curran) “"We ran out of grenades so Strassman started relaying them

by lobting them to us. Then he got hit in the arm so I took Holliston

btack and asked for volunteers to go back up there - with more grenades.™
i Wolfhounds chew up Sims Ridge

(Cherlie Davis) From his citation: CMH "--for dilstinguishing himself
conspicuously by gallantry and intrep-

1dity at the risk of his lifg above
and beyond the c¢all of duty in action
with the enemy on Guadalcanal Island.
On 12 Jan. 1943, Mjr. Davis (then
Capt.) executive officer of en Infan-
try btn. (2), volunteered to carry
instructions to the leeding companies
of his btn. which had been caught 1in
‘erossfire from Jap machine guns. Witﬁ
‘¢omplete disregard for his own safety,

nhé made his way to the trapped units,

*Télivered the instructions, supervised
iﬁheir execution, and remalned overnight
i'ﬁ this exposed position. On the foll
Wing'day, Mjr. Davis again volunteer-
d to lead an assault.on the Jap pos-

ion which was holding up the advance

*hen hls rifle Jammed at 1ts first. shot



point for a desperate conferenc
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Herb
professionals deoped out a pl
stronghold.
Mitchell led part of Easy,
behind Davis’ shelf on the g
. the enemy. Davis, meanwhi
group which had made t
the morning, planned tg
position, and pave the
Even though the a
Davis’ first combat ac

% hNPi/commanding
V. Mitchell. The two

the enemy

enemy

§ mpany down Sims Ridge,
)pe to a point directly east of
=with the four survivors of the
nsuccessful attempt earlier in
eak in, neutralize the enemy
for Mitchell’s group to assault.
n on Guadalcanal represented
, he went about the job as though
it were everyday stuff//In a sense it was, for this is what
Charley Davis, now. regular army lieutenant colonel,
had been readyingfhimself for ever since he joined the
Army as an 18-y F-old private in 1935. He was a non-
com by the time he¢was 20, and a second lieutenant at 22.
Now, wearin; hing but shorts and a helmet liner, he
led his small ult party down a draw. They crawled
to within ten yards of the enemy before they were seen.

Then the J: apaggése started throwing grenades. Davis and
his companiof§ replied with a salvo, then the Texas-
ed to his feet yelling, “Come on, you Wolf-

born Davis r

a couple of a;mp
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hounds!” With his M1 atthis hip level, he started into the
enemy gun emplacement followed closely by the four GIs.
He sgueezed the trigwgr but the M1 jammed,
it aside but never logt stride as he drew his pistol and tore
into the Japanese defenders. With Davis’ pistol blazing and
the others’ rifles exploding, the enemy was routed. Seeing
Davis’ brave dash,sEasy Company, under Colonel Mitchell,
got its blood up afid swept over thé hill, flushing the Japs
out of the area.

He threw

A i

any commanders take a brief time out for a smoke in central Ko

_ Official U, S. Army Photos
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another body of soldiers followed and selzed the hill. The capture of that
position broke Jaé resistance and the btn. was then able to procéed and
secure the corps objective. The courage and leadership displayed ty Mir.
Davis inspired the entire btn. and uncuestionably led to the success of
its attack:"

There were three awards of the Medzl of Honor in the 25th Inf. Div., on
Guadalcanzl, two of them being posthumous to soldiers of the Cacti Rgt.
(Sgt. William Fournler and T5 Lewis, Hall), and the third wes awarded to

Wolfhound Capt. Charles Davis as the Rgt.s first living recipient in Wy 1132
(Charlie Davis) "I might add some observations of the action described

‘herein. We had attacked>on a broad f;ont early on the morning of 12 Jan.

.We followed an intense artillery barrage and Naval dive bombing. The cool

.of the early morning gave way to blistering tropicel heat later. After

the atteck bf the 2 Btn. had bogged down, I told Col. Mitchell, that I

would go forwerd to see what was holding the units up. Lt. Weldon Sims,

Btn. commo, officer, and Capt. Meilenchamp, Gen. Collins aide, went with

me. A8 we went forward Lt. Sims was shot in the chest - _and dled there:

I cut his radio strap and took the radio zlong as we proceeded forward.

On reaching the forward elements I called in mortar fire on the enemy pos-

itions and 1t was 8o close the fragments and debris were falling on us.

We spent another day in that place. I informed Col. Mitchell, who had

Joined us on 12 Jan., that I would take a

group of volunteers and move to dislodge the

enem; positions to our immediate front. The

next day, :13 Jdn., Pvts. Wand}Woodard, Steck,

and Sgt. "Chubby" Curran went with me. We

were seen. by the Ja?a as we crawled forward L. -
. . ' 2 IzoneY
and e grenade bounced in between Curran and Radio retrieved from the body
S of Weldon Sims

myself. It didn't go off; however, we d1di"
While the'WolthQnds 2 Btn. was moving to dislodge the enemy, on 1o

Jan., the enemy machiﬁe guns were stlll in actlon and kept the troopers



= % &',. .
halted halfway to the objective, the aay was nearly gone. The two L

companles had exhausted their drinking water and were on theverge of

collapse. They organized an all round defense on the north slopes of

Sims ‘Ridge 1n anticipation of a Jan counter attack that night. L E

. ¥itoneli ema anch joff.

Col. Mitchell and Capt. DnViS aevisec a ,lan to breax the stando
The Col. took part of Easy Co. down Sims Ridge,oenind the shelf on the east

slope,to a point directly east of the enemy. Meanwalle, Capt. Davis and

the four survivors,of Sgt. Curran's party, walcn nad previously been up
there, crawled and wriggled their‘wey southward down the west slope as
close as they could get. They were to neutralize the position, with more. .
Zrenades, to prepeare for Col. Mltchell's unit to assault, from the east,:on
Davis' signzl. The five volunteers crawled within ten yards when Jap
grenades came bouncing out at them; but, fortunately, they were duds and
failed to exriode. The Wolfhounds responded with grenades that d4i3 go off

- &nd then srtrang up and charged the enemy, some of whom fled. Capt. Davis'
rifle jammed, after one round, so he threw it away, drew his ristol, and
led the troopers among the surviving enemy and finished them off with rifile

and pistol fire. Easy Co. witnessed the bcld rush and, came to life driv-

ing the last Nips from Sims Ridge.

(Curran) “We voluhteers" arrived bac& at our original position, with
, »—\.b.ﬂ {"_, 'a 1 -
b At
fﬁa Z‘qr' .1 'f fff ‘: Capt. Davis, and, on

signal, threw our gren-
ades and charged the
enemy machine gun
nest. Enroute a Nip
popped up out of a
splder hole and this
Rk Was the first time I

' €ver used a bayonet.

\ o
~ R Y
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grass was 120 degrees. Capt. Davis received a Medal of Honor, for this 133,
’action, and we received Silver Stars." v \
(Davis) "One might ask why one person receives the Medal of Honor while

r .
those with him do not. I henestly cannct say; an

4
(2]
o]

nly observe that mylVLu

part in the action on Sims Ridgé covered a two day period and I was the :

leader. Many heroic acts occur in battle that are worthy of recognition,

but a re not seen and may not be rerorted. The clrcumstances surrounding4_;'

my reccomendation were highlighted by the presence of Gen. Collins in an 65;

overlooking the scene of the action." ié*ﬂuf? detsndl ¥ P ‘2i5 '
(Phil File) "The fourth morning, 13 Jan., I displaced forward, moving

the CP group, with-awitchboard, up to Join the Btn. on the Horses Hoof.

When we arrived at the forward CP, we fdund it was a hastily dug hole big

‘enough for only about four people to crowd into. Col. Jurney ( 1 Btn. CO )

crawled out from beneath a shelter half and, when he poked his grizzled
head out with mud smeared in hils bristle of beard, he reminded me of a

fiesty old groundhoge. Our water came from a spring down in the ravine
and the Japs had 1t interdicted so that the water detail had some trouble.
One of our replacements, reputed to be a "guardhouse lawyer", had an
allergy to water - especially batninz. We had'taken the GI soap and
bristle brush treatment to him apd 1t hadn't seemed to faze him. Cne day,
on water detail, he came struggling back up the nill with a five gallon
can of the preclous stuff, stripped off his clothes, fillled his steel pot
full, and proceeded to bathe.

"The daily reports required by S0P were a cumbersome nuisance (however
vit;l) and the morning reports were still malntained in handwritten
ledger form which were hand carried to Btn. and rgturned a8 soon as the
information was tr&nacribed. To save the runners and keep up to date on
what was happening dn the company level I took the reports back to the
companies myself.I’The gecond afternoon we were on the Horses Hoof I was
maging the trip to ;he company c.pe.s when Plstol Pete started shooting

from the direction of Kokumbona. I saw a EE8 near a mortar position and

‘threw myself in a small depression grabbing the phone. Looking up I could



41 thought I had bought the farm. Five mien, who had béen digging a mortar -

position twenty feet away dived into their hole and, as I watched, that

shell went right in with them. The explosion threw all five of them out »

of the hole and lined them up on the edge of the emplacement like flve

ears of corn. Four had their mWeads and hands blown off and the fifth man &
got up and started walking away in a daze. I jumped up to go‘to his éid -
when a -second shell came in. I felt a burning sensation in my crotcbhand"
thought the Nips had diemantled me. Ripping my pants open I found a fragem-

ent the size of a silver dollar that had just burned the skin a couple

places. Not even enough for a Purple Heart. I then nelped the casualty

back to the ald station. He didn't appear to nave any injuries but he

was in deep shock. I don't think he had any idea what had happened."

Lize the 3 3tn., the 2 Btn. had recelved no water after its 12 Jan.

attack and thirst might

very well heve stalled

the attack the next day
Snortly after Zasy Co.
had cleared Sims Ridze

a’'quick -hesvy olouib-. .

urst drenched the eérth

and cooled the soldiers

who were atle to obtain

a little water from
poolg and by wringing

their clothes. While

F Co. was moving on its

GALLOPING HORSE
{2-13 January 1943

route, three arty btn.s |
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. be reversed. They

orse, ano 1solated hill
mass like Galloping Horse, the capture of
the key terrain was assigned to the 35th In-
fantry, sister regiment of the 27th since the
old Hawaiian Division days. Colonel (now
Major General) Bob McClure’s King Com-
pany soldiers were struck by a strong en-
emy force while crossing a branch of the
Matanikau River. With its machine gun out
of action, the company started to withdraw
to reform its lines and prepare for a flank
attack. Two soldiers had different ideas.
Sergeant Bill Fournier and T/5 Lewis Hall,
machine-gunners attached from Mike Com-
pany, bounded forward and took over the
idle gun although they had been ordered to
fall back with the others. They cracked
oven an ammo box and tucked a belt
quickly into the guts of the Browning. Hall
pulled back on the operating lever, squint-
ed down the barrel as he pulled the trigger,
and the gun started to spit lead. But be-
cause they were on a knoll, they couldn’t
get the results they wanted in firing on
the Japanese below them. So Fournier lift-
ed the tripod until the muzzle was lowered.
The improved angle enabled Hall to clob-
ber the on-coming enemy and they poured
lead into the advancing ranks until gun-
fire struck them down. But by then the
enemy had reeled back and the 35th’s at-
tack rolled on as scheduled.

The 25th’s rapidity of movement on the
’Canal earned for it the nickname “Light-
ning” Division, soon to become “Tropic
Lightning.” The Division took part in the
seizure of Kokumbona, then joined in the
advance on Cape Esperance on the island's
northwest coast. It effected a juncture with
the Americal Division in the first week of
February, 1943, and with this maneuver
clamped :the jaws of defeat around the

Japanese.
At Kolumbona,
hounds, dtitran th

i Division; R e
During its comparatively short length of
time in combat, the Division suffered 700
casualties. When the 25th finally saileg
from the ’Canal after several months of
post-combat garrison duty, 219
comrades-in-arms were left behind.
Joe Collins' men had learned a lot about
the Japanese soldier, and as might be ex-
pected, some of their early opinions had to
had found tar avamai-

‘portars” weren't a

T D O
hat the Jap's caliber .25 Arisake wasn't

st a pop-gun—it could kill. His “knee-
joke; they discharged a

Japanese-speaking U. S. Army cap-
n from the Hawaiian island of Maui,
ohn M. Burden, broadcast surrender ap-
eals in the Gifu sector and begged beaten
nemy soldiers to ignore their leaders and

of such efforts, sev-
y soldiers were finally
the company commanded by
ung Lee Cagwin. Today a veteran offi-
T with the rank of full colonel, Leland
agwin was then only three years removed
'om the classrooms of West Point. He
immed up the way he and his men felt
Jout the prisoner situation. “We'll give
’em every chance to surrender. Sure we
could do the ‘heroic’ thing and go down
and clean them out as easily as not. But
why slaughter them if we can get them to
give up?”

One of the PWs was a corporal who told
Cagwin's men he hadn’t eaten in seven days
and hadn't had a cigarette to smoke in
rore than three months. Someone handed
him a cigarette and lighted it for him. The
corporal was clearly puzzled by the ways
of the crazy Americans.

Tom Walker, a soldier from Quincy,
Massachusetts, hoisted the Jap corporal on
his back and carried him down the trail
to the Battalion CP,

“All along the trail,”
field correspondent wrote, “infantrymen
moaned for the cameras they had left be-
hind. It was a picture no photographer
could resist; an almost unbelievable cari-
cature: The corporal, rimmed spectacles
and all, gazing bewilderedly ahead, his
trousers and shirt separated rather widely
at the rear, riding blandly on the back of
a sweaty, embarrassed soldjer.”
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In less than two months after Pear] Har-
bor, the Japanese at the other end of the
Pacific perimeter had overwhelmed the
Australian garrison at strategic Rabaul in
New Guinea. Now, with Guadalcanal se-
cured. it was the High Command’s decision
to start a pincers movement with Rabaul
as the ultimate objective.

The Army's Alamo Task Force was to
seize a number of islands in the Solomon
Sea between New Guinea and the Solo-
mons. Meanwhile, other soldiers and Ma-
rines under Bull Halsey would move bold-
1y ‘down The Slot, striking against New
Georgia. This was envisioned as a short
campaign. and originally the 25th Division
didn’t figure in the plans,

“We planned to use 15.000 men to wipe
out the Jap garrison,” Halsey said after-
ward, “but by the time the island was ours,
we had needed 50.000. When I look back on
it, the smoke of charred reputations still
makes me cough.”

In the early summer of 1943, the call
went out to Joe Collins, “Bring the 25th to
Munda!”

The first of the Division’s regiments to
reach the New Georgia fight was the 161st,
which, compared with the 27th and 35th,
had seen comparatively little combat on the
‘Canal. Its commander was one of the Di-
vision's great heroes of the war, Colonel
(later Brigadier General) James L. Dal-
ton II. Jim Dalton, a Class of 1933 West
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command the regiment when ill health
forced its previous headman, Colonel Clar-
ence A. Orndloff, to be hospitalized while
the Division was in the midst of the Guad-
alcanal operation. Dalton had become CO
on the 'Canal in time to lead the 161st—a
Washington State National Guard regiment
—in the capture of Doma Cove. On July 21,
1943, the One-Six-One landed on Baraulu
Island and began to effect the reliéf of the
37th (Buckeye) Infantry Division.

The 161st, as distinct from the other regi-
ments of the Division, still contained large-
ly the Guardsmen from ‘Washington who
had been Federalized in September, 1940,
At that time it was an element of the 4lst
Infantry Division. Historically, it is com-
posed of militia groups (Klickitat County
Guards, Seattle Rifles) formed in the 1880s.
Its turn-of-the-century soldiers participat-
ed in the capture of Manila and fought the
Moros on Luzon in 1899. 1t was called up
for service during the Mexican Border op-~
eration and was part of the 41st Division in
France in World War I It was composed
not only of veteran Guardsmen but of many
who had simply decided to take the one-
year compulsory training with the home-
town outfit rather than go through the
draft. Just as they became short-timers,
along came Pearl Harbor.

On New Georgia, 18 months later, some
of these bitter birds came up with a slogan
that became known from one end of the
Pacific to the other: “Golden Gate in ’48!”

The One-Six-One had been cut adrift
from the parent 4ist Division in the Army’s
triangularization program which cut each
“square” division from four regiments of
infantry to three. In August of 1942, the
161st was ordered to join the 25th at Scho-
field Barracks to replace the 298th Infantry
of the Hawaii National Guard.

The One-Six-One became a full and
equal partner in the Division by dint of the
hard-fighting professional attitude it dis-
played on New Georgia under Colone] Dal-
ton, and it remained an integral part of the
25th until November 1, 1945, when it was
relieved from active duty at Nagoya, Japan,
and its control reverted to the Washington
National Guard. Its 39 months in the Di-
vision included the roughest days of World
War II.

From the high ground on Bibilo and Ko-
kengolo Hills the enemy poured a wither-
ing fire into the 161st’s sector. and the fear-
less Dalton, destined to die at the hands of
a sniper on Luzon in a later campaign,
knew the only answer was to g0 in and
dig them out.

Bibilo was the northernmost of two high
points that overlooked Muhda airfield and .
guarded the Zieta Trail into Munda from
the north.

The infantry’s main event was Preceded
by a series of confusing skirmishes in the
jungle.

One time a patrol from a neighbor-
ing unit, withdrawing from a fire-fight,
found itself closely pursued. The enemy fell
on the patrol’s rear just as the GIg reached
the outposts of the One-Six-One's 1st Bat-
talion. The battalion commander, alerted,
said to let them come. The Japs moved
right in behind the withdrawing GIs ang
found themselves in a full-fledged tight that
lasted more than 24 hours—until every
Japanese soldier in the attacking group had
been wiped out.

After Bibilo there was a ridge named tor
Ist Lieutenant Charles J. Hastings, from
Walla Walla, Washington.

After Hastings Ridge the 161st moved
forward to the beach and ended the main
phase of the effort on New Georgia. It was
about then that the Division lost its artil-
lery commander, Brigadier General John
R. Hodge, who was ordered to assume com-
mand nf tha 424 Tnfaném. ™ - -
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in its operations on the southern flank between January 9 and 26

were 888 killed by the regiment, twenty-nine prisoners, and a further

188 Japanese killed by artillery.

RENEWAL AND READJUSTMENT

By January 17 the first phase of the XIV Corps’ western }
ended. The 25th Division attended to the reduction 1
pockets created by January 15. In the 2d Marine Div ector, the
completion of the initial phase of the advance on J ary 17 coin-

cided with the destruction of the Japanese dofendersuround Hills 83
and 84,

The annihilution of isolated Japanese detuchments from regimen-
tal size down to a handful of individuals is central characteristic
of the events over the month after the XIV Corpsioffensive started.
The exceptional scale and severity of the fight for the Gifu earned
it examination in detail, and it may be taken as representative of the
American perspective of the process. But what of the Japanese per-
spective? By fur the majority of the encircled defenders, like those
of the Gifu, perished by discse, sturvatiof, or gunfire wnd gronade,

lowving fitthe more than enclued corpaey and u few seruwled dlary
entries. The diary of Major Nishiyama, the commander of the id
Battalion, 228th Infantry Regiment At the Galloping Horse, how-
ever, affords a rare insight into th houghts and conduct of sur-
rounded Japanese soldiers. ‘

On January 12, the 27th Inf; ry captured the Horse’s Head,
cutting off Nishiyama’s unit. H -Bathered his survivors, about 200
of his original 600, at the battalion command post for a last stand.
There he shared out his last garettes and, with tears in his eyes,
advised his men to prepare to die. Their calm acceptance of immi-
nent death moved him.

Though the next two day,
fighting, Nishiyama’s me
water for cooking or drin
entry in his diary: “Ol Mj
the mood of his soldi
escaping encirclemen

assed with a much-reduced tempo of
‘anguish waxed. Rain provided the only
g, and on January 15, he penned a single
able.” But the lull gradually transformed
By the 16th, they began to converse of
move elsewhere where their deaths might
hough Nishiyama admired the spirit animat-
would not openly countenance it, for his last
0ld his position. But in the privacy of his diary
ordering a withdrawal on his own authority
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“even at the expense of my honor,” something Japanese officers
valued more than their lives. He knew a “pretext” could be fab-
that would dishonor not just
cillating two days later, Ni-
shiyama dispatched a runner to division headquarters, and then in
the evening of January 19, General Ito summoned him. Tto sanc-
though the general disdained to leave person-
dy. decidé ‘hat to do.” In his last phone
vision Headquarters, Ito informed General
s of: January 15. With his honor intact,
ors succeeded in escaping. The exact
circumstances of Ito’s death are unknown.
Nishiyama’s €scape came just in time, As éarly as January 16,
r the next phaséof his
ine from Hill:87
beach. Hill 87 and jts neighbors, Hill
feature that dominated the Kokumbon

sagdin pl atta

two regiments abreast, I Subsidiary role, the:27¢th Infa itry:on the
right would advance“astri 2 narrow ridge called the “Snake” to
confront Hill 3 troti - Collins assumed the Japanese held
Hill 87, a dominating terrain feature, in force, The 161st Infantry
would mount the principal effort by a deep envelopment from the
Galloping Horse to the southwest, capture Hills X, Y, and Z, and
adjust its trajectory northwest toward a rise southwest of Hill 87,
thus outflanking the latter, and continue on to seize Hills 88 and 89,
The 35th Infantry would protect the south flank of the 161st and
would continue the extermination—a crue] term for a cruel busi-
ness—of the Japanese forces already pocketed.

The 2/161st Infantry occupied Hills X and Y by January 21 :
against minor resistance. To comply with Collins’s orders, Colonel
Clarence A. Orndorft, the ?’ommander of the 161st, planned to detai]
his 1st Battalion to guard the south flank while a column composed




