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(Phil File)"In July 1943, we were alerted to move out with less than

twenty~-four hours notlce. Camp was struck and we trucked down the
highﬁay to the loading area. We passed under a banner’strétched across
the road, between two trees, with the legend painted on it, to the best
of my-memory: "The Infantry, King of the Highway, Queen of Battles. -
Down this road marched forty of her men who were.shot,~clubbea, and
bayonetted as they lay wounded on hospital stretchers." Just the risht
note to set the tone for a new camﬁaign.

"Reaching the beach,we were ferried to a low slung naval vessel which’
we were informed was an APD - a converted destroyer. There were no
berthing spaceé; it was every man for himself on the open deck.. Shor{ly
after dark, we moved out and were soon cutting through the water at V
near flank speed. There was no rail at the decks edge and the lee deck
was soon awash. Men who had opted for sleeping space there were forced
tomove to higher, drier space-crowding things considerably, There was
a certain amount of grumbling from the first troops but everyone grad-
ually settled down into an uneasy sleep. .

"Before daylight (1 Aug..) we were in the New Georgié group and
landed on the island of Sasavella? In the dark, without guldes, we
stumbled through the water, stepping into holes invthe coral that must
have_been ten, or twelve feet deep. When daylight came we fanned out
and rwade certain'the 1slet was unoccupied. We were then ferried over
to the 1sland of New Georgla.. | ”

'(Bili Weidle)hAfter our campalgn on the Canal‘was over we went into
a brief trainiﬁg'pefiod pgrt of which consisted of coast watcher
training plus further tfaining, which had started in Hawailil, on enemy

weapons. The qoasfvwatcher training was conducted under the direction

_of the Coast Watchep Unit,at Kokumbona, for different units plus the

34’ Marines. After'&e}had been trained in these skills we made a raid,
by a New Zealand Corvette, T.02, to Florida Island, which was cancelled

en route. We then went to a part of the Canal where the enemy was



MGen Robert Beightler (left), commanding the 37th Infantry
Division, confers with Col James Dalton (center), commanding
the 161st Infantry Regiment, and Maj Francis Carberry (ex-
treme right), commanding the 2nd Battalion, 161st Infantry.
August 3, 1943, (Official Signal Corps Photo)




already taken care of them. After a week of scouting and fishing

with grenades, the corvette returned and picked us up. When we returned

we extended the special training to the rest of the Regiment. I guess
Wolfhounds could do anything. v
“We were ordered to pack only combat gear and, boarding troop
carrying destroyers, were rushed to the New Georgla mess., ‘We were
scheduled for landing at Sassevella, but were put on &n unnamed lsland
by mistake. At noon two C.T.s cam€ for us and we.crossed the channel
to Sassevella under heavy enemy alr attack. Fortunately, we incurred
no casualties. On 2 Aug., we bogrded gnother craft and headed for Ner 
Georgia - under a great alr cover of Army and Navy planes." g
The Troplc Lightning was scheduled for Bougalnville; however, as
on Guadalcanal, the High Command had underestimated the enemy's strength
and determination; General Harmon alerted the 27th Infantry, for
movement to New Georgla, and that the 25 Division be taken off the

Bougalnville schedule. " Advance elements of the Wolfhounds and Division

Hgs. landed on Sasaveile Island before daylight 1 Aug. 1943, and the Japs
bombed and strafed the landing and unloading ops, but no'casualties res-
ulted. On 2 Aug., the Rgt. moved ‘to New Georgila. The line, from the
coast north was comprised of the 43 and 37 Div.s. Ten miles further north
a provisional rgt. of the:1 Btn. 4 Marines and three btn.s of the 145 and
148 Inf. was locdted at Enogai Inlet. The Wolfhounds were moved to the
right flank (north) of XIV Gorps and were charged with its protection.
Love Co. set up a series of outposts along Baxter Trail and on the egst-west
trail perpendichlar to the Corps' right flank.

Col. Douglas Sugg commanded the 27th until a few days before the move,
when he fell 111 and was hospitalized, being replaced by L/Col. George Bush,
until his return to‘guﬁy 12 Aug. Patrols in force were immediately sent

. Y
north to clear out #hé enemy and contact T/F Liversedge, the combined
force at Enogai Inlet, where it had withdrawn after a costly attempt to

atarm Radvalra Hanhan



Battahon, with Anti-Tank Company attached, jumped off

long the. Bairoko Trail toward Mount Bao. The Third
attalion started up the: Zieta Trail, leaving the Second
Rat in reserve, - YWhan the s POV I T

Y aen

at - “Battalion had pro-
ceeded some 500 yards north of RJ V, they encountered re-
sistance in force, - The Thlrd B tal'on ran into the same
thing at Twin Hllls. L
Company B trxed to reduce the enemy strong point after a
barrage by 37-mm. anti-tank guns and heavy machine guns,
—but the well-hidden. enemy lines couldn’t be penetrated. On
3, the following day Company C ed forward, but heavy
—fire from the entrenched- Japanese feduced the effectiveness
of the drive, - On the Zieta Trail -the Third Battalion made
an attack on Twin: Hills.. Company K- pushed toward the
high ground to' the right of the saddle between the two hills,
while Company I, ‘Was on the left; ‘The initial assault was
/o suceessful, and both compam gained ‘their objective, al-
though contact was not i ! ade 1 saddle.
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The Second Battalion, still in reserve, spent the night in the
vicinity of Twin Hills,

First Battalion operations on the eighth of August con-
sisted of patrol action, but in the Zieta Trail area the Second
Battalion passed through the Third to take the lead in the
drive northward, At about 1430 the leading scouts of Com-
pany G entered a deep ravine flanked on both sides by pre-
cipitous ridges paralleling the trail. At this point Company
G came under intense enemy fire, Company F ascended the
ridge to the left in an effort to skirt the Japanese flank. A
patrol from Company G tried the other side. Both were

-stapped, and an all-around defense was set up for the night,

At 0930 next morning Company - E ‘and Company F
launched a coordinated frontal attack. After advancing 150
yards Company E, on the right of the trail, ran into enemy
fire as they were moving. up the slope of a hill. On 10
August Company:I and a platoon of Company K circled the
enemy left flank in an endeavor to relieve pressure on Com-
pany E, but automatic fire and the denseness of the jungle
growth retarded the attack, and the Japanese momentarily
held the upper hand.

ies F; G, Headquarters, and H moved south-
wed a compass course cross-country parallel to the
erta Trail, and succeeded in by-passing the enemy. At
1430 Company F surprised the outer defenses of a Japanese
strong point near the top of a ridge perpendicular to their
front. The Battalion almost scored a’ break-through, but
darkness intervened and a defensive position was taken up.

On the morning of the tenth the Second Battalion with-
drew approximately 300 yards, and for the remainder of
the day, the artillery adjusted and fired concentrations on
the enemy positions. Then at 1730 on 11 August the Batta-
lion again pushed forward in an attemnt to envelope the rioht

A 25th Division MP directs traffic in a morass of mud “somewhere



flank’ of the resistance. ~ After advancing ‘about 300 yards,
a grenade barrage followed by heavy rifle-and machine gun
fire halted the attack.” “The Japariese launched a counter-
attack on Caompany: ght Lk i

The enem&'att,agk Wwas repulsed, ‘,a‘in‘d‘thj'oughout the day
the Battalion made repeated pushes against the well-defended
Japanese:lines, Casualties were inflicted ‘on both sides, but no
advance ‘was' niade Tfhe"Battal,i_qn dug in for the night
scarcely a dozen yards fyom the c,r;qrinyflmesr.“ At 0400 Japa-
nese threw ston posing fron; Tine troops.

s : 1%
During the sam day,‘in the Third Battalion’s sector, Com-{‘b

panies E, I, and part of K attacked taward Zieta Trail. The
aggressive move ‘drov.efth_e Japanese hack, byt initial successes
were not followed through as the Battalion waited for tanks
to join the attack. Ry the time the: tanks had maneuvered
into position, the ig’iqat; . had heer lost, 50 .the companics
dug in on the ground gained in the first Tush.

While the Second ‘and Third Battalions were fighting their’

way along the Zieta Trail, a patrol of the Firs: Battalion

August, the Battalion was attached to the 161st Infantry for
the move on Bairoko Harbor. The First Battalion remained
with the 161st throughout the remainder of the campaign,
sending’ oyt -scares; of patrols in an effort to locate the fleeing
Japanese.  On 24 Avugust the Battalion arrived at Bairoko
Inlet tofind the enemy evacuated.” They thenjoined in the
~oordinated- defense és;abli_sh-d by the Marine-Army merger
along the New Georgx_ EER
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Plantation to the sea.

covered the entire area held by the enemy. Company E,
meanwhile, had rejoined the Second Battalion,
In order to take full advantage of the effects of the artil-

N
i ?l> lery fire, a coordinated attack by the two battalions was
had contacted the Fourth Marine Raiders, and at 1730 of g "

ordered. At noon the Third Battalion attacked parallel to
and on either side of the Zieta Trail. The Second Battalion
pushed their offensive along the high ground to the left of
the trail, maintaining contact with the Third Batttalion.

Upon reaching the area of previous enemy resistance, it was
found that the Japanese had withdrawn; immediate pursuit
was begun by the Third Battalion. Later in the afterncon
they again’ encountered resistance along the trail. In the
meantime the Second Battalion had assembled in the vicinity
of the Zieta River and were placed in reserve.

While. the Third Battalion carried the fight forward, the
Second Battalion area was by no means void of action. In
order to protect the flank and rear of the Third Battalion, a
platoon from Company H placed a black across the trail to
the north and west of the resistance encountered westward to
the sea. This trail was evidently an important enemy supply
and evacuation route as on the first night the platoon killed
all members of a seven-man carrying party.

On 14 August another platoon from the same Company
relieved the initial unit on the trail block. Shortly after
midnight a party of Japanese, estimated at 200, established
a bivouac a short distance from the H Company plataon.
At dawn on August 15th the enemy force broke camp and
moved . down the trail directly into the block, Taken by
complete surprise; the leading Japanese were methodically

destroyed by machine gun fire.

After the initial setback, the enemy launched vigorous
attacks and completely encircled the platoon. Five and a
half hours of continuous fighting ensued until the surrounded

.platoon was left with but two hand grenades and a few

rounds of ammunition, Communications had been cut, so,
not being aware that reinforcements were coming, the platoon
fought its way through the enemy ring and returned to the

. Battalion. At the cost of two men killed and seven wounded,

the platoon had killed 60 Japanese by actual count, and
wounded many others.

In the Third Battalion’s advance of 12 August, they were
preceded by two tanks. After 200 yards the first tank be-
came honelesclv etnel in ¢ha NTaee o o o -
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First Btn. Ops PoaoTh

Message Centor operates noar Munda, Now Goorgla.

The 1 Btn., with the AT Co. attached, jJumped off along the Bairoko Traii
toward Mt. Bao. Baker Co. tried to reducé an enemy strongpoint - following
‘a barrage of 37 ATinre andlheavy machine gun fire, but'éouid neither
tbenetrate or reduée the well hidden enemy strong point. On 5 Aug., C Co.

:ffwgs committed but coudn't make any contribution.

“ (File)"I was sent to patrol a trall we landed astride of. “About
,;,600 yards from the beach we came upon the bodles of a patrol that had
:“5een ambushed by tﬁe Nips. I don't recall how many were'there, about a
}?galr dozen. What did impress me was the fact that; although these G.I.s
‘ ‘had'been dead only about two days, thelr rifles were élready rusty and
'iiihoperable. Ea ch rifle had fired the first round and then Jammed. I

Yembhasived this én my men for keeping thelr weapons clean."

€
;ﬁ

; The Reglmental plan was, 1 Btn., coémanded by L/Col Joe Ryneska,
‘a_;wlth the A.T. éof attached, to proceed north along the Balroko Trail

. to Mt. Bao and then on to the North Coast. Second and Third Btn.s,
¢ommanded by L/Col. Ben Evans Jr. and Mjr. Charles Davis, would follow
the Zieta Trailvthen ﬁroceedvto Sunday Inlet to deny the enemy use of
Diamond Narrows. fﬁese plans were greatly influenced by CICSOPAC mébs

which proved inaccurate and misleading.

The landine was on Lalana Beach and moved off to the Parachute Drop



Lion Blue 3 Btn..

Cn the morning of 7 Aug., Lightning Forward sent out a Fijian
patrol to recon the area around Zieta. They returned at 1000,

9 Aug. and reported that many Jap trails were crossed showing
much travel to the NE. An enemy transport patrol of 20 men was
seen headin south-easterly, apparently for Zieta, carrying large
boxes of supplies. A few pillboxxes were encountered on the
Zieta Trail and approximately one company of Japs were digging in
along a river north of Zieta. @Further, on 7 Aug., the banana
plantation observed from Love Company's bivouac may be Zieta.

No opposition, other than sniper fire was encountered and seven
enemy have been killed.

By 21 Aug., a Rgtl. Recon patrol was led by Lt. Koontz and
succeeded in blazing a trail from about @ point 3000 yds. north
and slightly west of Zieta to the high ground on the east edge of
Piru Plantation and nearly opposite Cutters Point., ILion White
is following this trail. Schultz' Btn. has two pltns. at the
wharf on Lulu Channel to the west of Zieta.

* On the night of 20/21 Aug. five enemy barges left Bairoko
Harbor at 0115. They were engaged by PT's with unknown results.
The PT's were subjected to heavy fire from shore batteries on

Arundel and Vila.
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out and the 1 Btn. encountered resistance in force 500 yards north of

.RJ—W (road junction W).
tJoe Koontz) "I do recall the wiping out of an AT ‘Platoon crew - incl
uding Lt. Clark, Platoon leader, who had been moved up to support the .
1 Btn. on Hill W. I was there five minutes before the crew arrived - tug
ing and pushing thelr gun thru the follage. 1 was standing on the trail
looking toward the Jap strongpoint when lnstinct told me to get down Just
as the AT gun was pushed past me o be moved into posltion, when a long
burst of machine gun fire, which would have gone thru me to the crew,
flattened them. They were wiped out to a man, "

Item Co. had been assigned estab1¥shment of a road block north of Rfiw
and were pinned down by an enemy machine gun force of company size. Firs
Btn. moved out at 0830, 4 Aug., with an AT Co., up along the Balroko Tral
toward Mt. Bao. The 3 Btn. started up the Zleta Trail with the 2 Btn.
in reserve. After making contact with I Co., Baker Co. was designated
assault company on the enemy emplacement; however, penetration4of.theséngm
position failled and the Btn. moved into a cordon defense’position at 1460
37 mm AT and Qeavx maéhine gun fire had been used duringﬁthis assault,
but this had not helped either. ;The next day Charlie Go.énveloped the enel
y's left flank and,'tho they could not penetrate éhe Jap position, they
did make contact with Able Co. B Co. went on defense preparatory to a nigh
‘ of arty fire to the north.

(File)"Our next move was up the trail behind Munda Alrfield. We
we;e disappointed to learn that to someone else would go the glory of
capturing Munda, We had a New Zealander with us leading a patrol of
Fij}1 Scouts who'bad a fearsome reputation as skllled woodsmen. It was
a bit of an annoyance to them when I would show up in their midst
without an invitation, and without detectlon. They were scouting ahead
of us and at a place on the trall, marked "Polnt'ﬁ"(RJ—w) on the map,
they encounteréd enem& positions which they reported as light. After

three days of bitter fighting we took the position to find it consisted
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~43, cxerz-s Combat Patrol, lead:mg nis Br “by 600 yards, met 1.
Ni‘p.degenslve' sitions: gstride, trail with 400 to. 500:yard: front -

" Nor 2 Patro], drew: no‘flre -but saw -

¢ atrol w111
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: “oand - flashes at reef SW-of FERGUSSON PASSAGE at’ 0750.
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.
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of over fifty well camouflaged positions. I took the optical sight off
a ‘Nambu 1n a position where the gunner had made 12 mud dolls and set
them on the edge of his hole. That was how many men we, had lost in

£ that positicn. ne naa a Eunnel Ileld of flre, which was not

;1sibleifo 2 ‘standing person.and, when you stepped in front of the flré
lane, he would shoot the legs out from under youe I found the position
accldently while crawling forward. I poked my head into the fire lane
and saw the gun befﬁre he saw me. ; got myself out of that fire lane
p.d.q. l

"When we brought up one of the 37mm AT guns and started blasting the ,
Nip positions at near point blank rangé they left post hast. We moved Ei
up the trall after them. The map showed it as a road to Baliroka Harbor;
but, 1t was Just a trall to be travelled single file. Our logistic
support was again the cannibal brigade and each day we moved up the
trail added two days to our resupply time. The trail wound over hills
and up and down canyon sides, occasslionally crossing ravines on two

long trees laid slde by side. These trees were six to ten inches in

- . &
dlameter on the thick end and could be as much as seventy five feet long.
They might have been adequate for the smaller Japs, but were a hazard
to GeI.s, - and the native carriers wouldn't use them. A week on the

trall brought us to a Marine outpost, called Kelly's Bar, manned by

survivors of the Liversedge Task Force. The 4th Marine Ralder Btn.
commanded by Gol.'Liversedge; had made an assault on Balroka Harbor
only to lose ninetyper cent of thelr strength in thiry minutes. When

we met them, the first question was, "What Army outfit is this?" When

told we were the Wolfhounds the Gunnery Sergeant's comment was, "God,
‘are we glad to see youl" Evidently our reputation was preéeeding us.
It didn't take the Marines fifteen minutes to vanish into the Jungle

headed toward Enogai." o
kD

On 6 Aug., Hq., B, D, and the AT Co.s were ordered to bontain the

enemy strongpontxand A and C Co.8 were ordered to-bypass'the position



3. Miscellaneous: _

4.
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came -over MUNDA and gtraffed to East.’ At 0655, another plane:
- (possibly same ono) came in from the West and dro ped one bomb
. .Just Bast of MUNDA FIELD. Report of demages and/or ‘caaualties,
was negatlve. ' R : e )

D
I

Japanese Unit Identificatioﬁs-“_'j; i
&. The follomng 6th Division Code No's have been identlfled_ on
- documents found in ‘blvouacs ‘on ZIETA a.nd BAIROKO Trails.

ERVOIEEE R
s 9018 (134h. Regt., )

W’% ‘The nature of Umts, o‘bher than 901 8, is" not known but 1t shows

- that a considerable part of, 'bhe Gth D1v1smn 13 1n the northern
part of. ol GEODGI'& i

LR 1nterrog'\\.10n stated that ed.ch time U.S I‘orces retlred from
position.they lefi. -enough; smmuni tion behind to supply" dJap forces
. ‘Wl'bh sufficient anmunltlon to operate capturad U.S. weapons.

Lt SR
Enemy Capubllltms- R

Contlnued res1 stmce covering tralls. .'




Cn 6 Aug., Hgs,m B, and D Co.s were ordered to contain the
enemy strongpoint while A, C, and the AT Co.. were to skirt
the position and proceed north along the Bairoko‘Trail.
Some slight sniping was encountered and three Japs were killed.
About 2000 yds. from the starting point a large bivouac area was
located on top of a hill - this was beleived to be Mt. Bao.
The enemy had evaced the position some days ago and a large gquant-
ity of U.S. arms and ammo was found.. One trail was found leading
to the southwest and another was found leading to the north -
they were both in good condition.

Also, on 7 Aug., 1800 hours, 1/27 and the AT Co. started digginér
in at the Jap bivouac site. .

Charley Co. moved out to reconnoiter the EW trail, the
next day, toward Mt.. Tirokambia, while a second patrol (A Co.)
moved north up the Bairoko Trail 3000yds. Company C located
another trail leading in a southerly direction.

The native patrol, led by Lt. Koontz, on 7 Aug., went 700
yds. north and came upon a wooden foot bridge surrounded
by about 58 enemy huts.., Continuing further north the patrol
came to a fork in the trail with one branch going WN and the other
NE.. Both trails were reconnoitered 400 yds., but which trail
continued to Bairoko could not be determined. The patrol ret-
urned by 1500 hours.

The Jap bivouac area, found 7 Aug., ths designated RJR
(Road Junction "R"). The patrol from C Co. discovered the
trail to the southwest, from the RJR-Mt.. Mt. Tirokambia
trail, eventually intersected the Zieta Trail - where elements of
Lion Blue ( 3 Btn..) were.cantacted.

The patrol of 8 Aug., AM, led by Capt. Emory and Lt.
Koontz, proceeded north of RJR for 7000 yds.. (trail distance)

and, upon return, reported : (a) From Mt. Bao %o the first

bridge, a distance of 850 yds. was found a rec ently evacked



enemy bivouac area of 58 huts.(b) From Mt Bao to the 2d bridge,
a distance of 3100 yds., was found another trail leading NW. (c)..

From Mt. Bao to the 3d& bridge, a distance of 5150 yds., was another
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following and, at 0700 hours and 500 yards north, they passed through
an abandoned strong enemy defensive position. Still further north a
battalion sized bilvouac, recently evacuated, was entered and scouting

patrols were sent on all trails for security purposes. At 1120, a patrol

JR S

from the Regimental"fm& R Platoon, led by Lt. Joe Koontz, proceeded
up the north trail and found two Japs. One was killed and the other
fled into the jungle. Later in the afternoon the rest of the Battalion
caught the lead companies after destroying the Jap stong point with the
aid of eﬁgineers.‘ The next day elements of the 161 Rgt., which had
been assigned to malintain and protect @he'MSR, made contact with the
WOlfhoundsband‘no enemy were encountered. On the morning of 9 Aug.,
Baker Co. reached'a river thought to be the Bairoko and a halt was
ordered while the Battalion C.0. took a six man patrol 4500 yards north
mekeing contact with Col. Liversedge's Marine Raiders. Much inform-
ation and maps, on ﬂhe local terrain, were obtained from the Marines
and the patrol returned by 1400. At 1730, the 1 Btn.,was attached to
the 161 Rgt. Two days later, at 1700, after a six mile a@vance, the
Battalion reached the Marine bivouac, known as "Kelly 8 Bar",and was
attached to Col. Livgrsedge 8 command. ,
(File)"We moved onto a terrain feature that became known to us as
Starvatioanidge. Qur rations were one can of heavy and one can of

light C Rations per platoon per day. I had a spoon and we ate our meal

by dumping the cam of meat and beans or whatever into a helmet, breaklng
crackers into 1t with half a cénteen of water and then we would each

eat a spoonful of food in turn until it was ali gone. We tried to get
re-supply by air but because of the dense jungle the planes couldn't
find us and a lot of our supplies fell into Jap territory. One drop

did hit our hill and all the ammo came crashing donw through the trees.
The one parachute of'foodstuffs, being lighter, hung up in the top of
the trees. We tried to shoot it down but the harness being on the top

slde we didn't have any luck there. The tree was a great mahogany,



‘“‘six feet 1n diameter without a limb for forty five feet. The wiré
sectlion's climbing spurs were too short to get a purchase in the soft
bark.’ The negrest tree to the ration tree had a heavy yiné,growing up
it and I declded to climb the viﬁes and walk across on one of the
lower limbs to the ration tree. I didn't how brittle that jungle )
"growth waé and halfway across the limb broke and dropped me with a
great crash. When I came to I was flghting the medics who were trying
to get me on a litter. I was told‘that when I fell, Captaln West
asked what that crash was and, whén told that File fell out of the
ration tree, he asked, "Did he get the rationst" So much for concernt
Later, a man from Dog Company, muéh smallér than me, managed to climb
the route that I had attempted. Helcut the risers, but when he did so,
the container swung pinning him to the tree and smashihg his Jaw.

Despite his injury he was able to finlsh cutting the contalner loose

and climbed down unassisted. Talk about grit! The rations were Jjust

enough to allow us to displace forward to "The Gap", which was just that.

It was a low saddle the trail crossed on a ridge before dropplng down
to the final approach to Bairoka Harbor. There:we were s{alematéd
again. There wés alNlp position on the trall about 300 yards beyond
the Gap and we would patrol up thére and worry them every day. One
day I.was sitting in my hole watching down the hillside (H 4 ?) while
Roland Watts was asleep in the adjacent hole. A lizard, about three

)

feet long, came waddling up the hill and seeing me watching him, veered

off and climbed the parapet to Watt's hole. He peered down at the.
sleeping Watts and then looked at mee. He looked down at Watts again
and then béck at me. I'll swear the beast actually grinned. Then he
dived in the hole right on top of Watts. Roland let out a shriek and
“.came stralght up like an explosion. I thought I would die laughing;
I was rolling in the bottom of my hole, and Watts never did forglve me.
I think he always félt I put the lizard up to it."

(File)"One day (8-23 ?), the Battalion €.0., Col. Ryneska, had an
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‘‘discussing the situation, the 0ld Man pointed back up the trail we

_héd-struggled up and said, '"Men, if we go that way we know that 1t will
be t.'wo weeks before we get anything to eat." Then he

Bairoka Harbor and said, "If we go that way, we will Have food tome-

'arrow or all be dead!" He then outiinec the plan of attack.

b ey s -

wihe rifle companies moved out the following mornlng with fiXed

ﬁbgyonets. There was a low ground fog furnlshing additional cover.

By noon Balroka Harbor was secure (8-24) and landing eraft were
-égming in with food and engineer equipment. One of the Nip(wareh~
‘Guges was filled with rice. Another was filled with bleycles, actually
;séVeral hundred. I don' t know what the Nips planned to use them for
unless it was in New Caledonia and New Zealand. The muddy t?ails of
the Solomons were no place for them. There was a motorc&cle and
sidecar too and some of the men thought they would take it to Enogal
‘because the engineers had started bulldozing a road across the penins-

-ula. After about fifty yards of trying to push it through the hub

eep mud they abandoned it."

The MSR now became the three mile distance from Enogal Iplet by
‘”ﬁe cannibal brigade. Through 27 Aug the Battallon spent its time

i ££folling the entire ares, encountering and eliminating a few of the
m&, and, on 25'Aug, the Btn. C. O; and Coi Liversedge went to the
mouth of Bairoko Harbor to contact the 145 Inf. On 27 Aug, the

Wolfhaunds were ordered to move to Enogail Inlet to relieve the Marines.

Battalion then went into a defensive position.

(File)"The camp site at Enogai had been the 4 Marine Ralder Btn.,

f Liversedge, bivouac and it was a disgrace to the American Forces.
waé filthy. The flies were so bad they would crawl in your mouth

1e you were eating: We'had enough nettin& for the kitchen and the
itrine. We would get our chow in the kitchen and go into the latrine

éat it. We cleaned steadlly and never did get 1t cieaned enough
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! Bairoka Perimeter. They had been lying there about a month and the
Nips had stripped the bodies of all id. All they could do was state

that such a body must be so and so because that was .the lasp place he

Scannell's presence I think the men would have revolted.
Because of my familiarity with demolitions I was detalled Battallion

. flsherman. The lagoons teamed with mullet and other edible fish so
we had all we could eat. One day a blast brought a moray eel to the
surface. He was slx feet long and 'as thick as a man's thigh. He was
wriggling around on top of the water, stunned, and one of the men
struck a blow at him with an aluminum bosdt paddle. The eel demonstr- j
ated the power of his Jaws by biting a chunk out. of the paddle the sizév'
of a man% hand. It was at this time that I made my first acquaintance
with prima-cord. We wanted an OP to monitor activity on Kolumbangora.
There was a(natural platform in a large tree neaf the shore - except

' one large limb was an obstruction to view. Told to remove the limb,
Ivsoon reallzed what:aiformidable task it would bee It was a foot in
diameter and, not only difficult with the pionégr tools awaillable to us,
a great danger to splitting and throwing a GI to the groﬁnd below. The
gyreenes had left a loﬁ of varled:explosives behind,.lncluding rolls

of prima-cord and I had had 1t described to me but had never before
seen nor used 1t. It looked like safety fuse, but in larger diameter.

I secured a half dozen blocks of TNT to the l}mb by lashing 1t with
prima-cord and then lettlng the tralling end hang to the ground. I

made a Jury rig with grenade detonators and then checked to see that
the area was clear ( my buddies usually gave me a wide berth when I was
playing with exp;psives because I was so sick and sore with my tree ‘
injuries they wer;nft sure I might not end it all), then pulled the pin
on the detonator and swung it away from me. I stood, dreamily contempl-
‘ating the prima-cord, walting for the twist and tell tail smoke of

safety fuse lighting off. Suddenly 1t dawned on me what I was about te

witness and I plvoted, making a leap for an o0ld Jap dugout, but the
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CIuSOPAC Photo Map (Group o:f.‘ 4)

L ,Em.my qnua*':,on at end of. pnr10d~

oo anbe

¥ ; crﬂxd\)cta&.rnablvez.xpatro]r alohgf'Bamrokc’n trail north of lst o
Bn. pos: tion., Frogeeded approximetoly. 1000 yds and found signs of f
recent travel:of ccvmlde,rab’e amount. One Jap sighted in vieinity i
of native huts. Took off in a northerly dlroctlon whlle belng ob- i ;
se’rinl_.’d Patrol ratumed’&bout 1430, - Ly N o ]

5. - b. 'mav, "g", end AT Co's of 27th skirted strong polnt and proceeded a~ :
: . 1'mg Balroko t!‘all‘l ol ;therly d1rec+1on. " wntered. slight -
eﬂip1ng“' g 54 us ‘ rom point of
. Btarting-aidarge . blvouac rca on top.cf a .:p.l ‘was. located. ‘Gé’n-p -
o ‘had' evacuated ‘some: deys'’, pre'vlously, leaving ‘av considerable’ Qumber _'.e‘ . ;
’ : of U.S. arms ané much ammunition. From ‘the- bivouac. erea thefe wgs :
L .an 8 foob.trail leading ‘off in a south westerly ‘direction. There *
) was also a 3 foot *rail, -coral coated, leading in a northerly direc- ;
‘tien.' There’ was evidenceg to widen ths trail ’co 8 feet.' Ko evidence - H

- of much traffie’ on.either - trail, bu® both - trails in. good condition.
.and eould stand considerable travel without snow:mg much effect. _It
is belleved thqt thls hlll may b" Mt. Bao. ’ e D R Vo

[ '

Ty ?i. R
» . ' s . G No evidence of act1v1ty 1n strong )olnt on Bairoko trall whlch is HEE
stlll surrounded. ; EE = e . 1‘&3

2. Enemy actlva.ty :

th! Inf. 'Regt. c .
e, Probably a Co. .+~ . o ) ) i




