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Enemy sltuatlon at end: of per:. d :

— Jap‘blvouac arca thought to be on MT.. BAO.. 8.Aug 43, “C" Co. is recon-

) .lee.dmg off ;Ln southerly di
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At 1800 7 Aug 43, lst Bn, ‘727th Inf., and AT Co.’ weré‘ digging in in

.

noitering the EW Trail ‘to the West. A second- patrol is reconnoitering - # L’g

* to the North ‘on the "BAIROKO® TRATL 3000 ¥ds., Both patrols are for the

purposc. of dotermining if By, is naow deflnltaly bivouacked on MT. BAO.
Neither:patrol has so far rg¢ceived any.- opposn.tlon. ."C" Co. found trail
Eectlon but lS contlnulng patrol. o ;







"plast caught me inumid-air propelling
me into the rear of the hole. It sure

did a hell of a Job on that limb -
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looked as if a

through it in about six bites."

2 Btn. Ops.
The mission of the 2 Btn. was to

pursue the retreating enemy to the

ail call on’New'Georgia 1n .
twelve days :
Plantation and Sunday Inlet. This operatlon inveolved twenty two mlles; :

north and clear the area between Plru

with no accurate maps available, acrdss mountainous jungles and swamplﬁﬁg
which, also, made supply extremely difficult. The Btn. went into
defense at the Para Drop until 6 Aug. when it moved out, at 0900,
anced 400 yards to west of RJ~W by 1430. Lt. Col. Ben Evansoﬁook command
vnext day the 2 Btn. moved west on Baxter Rd. to RJ-J and then to an
area between Twin Hills where the 3 Btn. was located. Orders wefe
recelved to pass through the 3 Btn.,;the next day, and continue the
advance on 21etajv About 1430, 8 Aug., the lead scouts of George Coe.
entered a deep ravine, flanked py precipitous ridges, and G Co. came
under intense enemy fire. A vicious fire fight b;oke out and flanking

elements were sent out atop both ridges only to discover the enemy

position was he}d in depth and, at 1700, the attack was discontinued
in favor of a night defense position. The next morning, 9 Aug., the
2 B%n. Jumped off, to continue the attack, at 0930, with E & F Co.s

eoordinating a frontal attack. After an advanée of 150 yds. Easy Co.

caﬁé under heavy fire and was pinned down on the slope of a hill,

Commp between the units was difficult because of the rdugh terraln and.
very thick Jjungle. Easy Co. was then attached to the 3 Btn., by the

Regimental C.O.,én& the 2 Btn. was ordered to envelob the enemy's right -
flank and by-pass the resistance to reach the rear of ﬁhe Jap positions.,i

Co.s F.G,band Hq. weee to flank while H Co. moved several hundred yds{
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Lo s« After the Artillery barrage, tho tanks went into the resistance on tho
ZIETA Treil only to find the Nip positions evacuated. No pillboxes
wore found, but emplacements along side of trees showod where the Nips
had beon. Not being "dug in", the Artillery barrage was too much for
them. LION advancod approximately 1500 yards during the previous 24
hour period ending 1645, 12 Aug 43, Positions form a box~like form-
ation across the trail with LION Blue on the left, LION White on the
right, "L" Co. on front facing North, and "M" & "H" Co's on bottom of
tho square. “'LION CP and "Cannon Co." are in tho conter.
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CICSOPAC Photo Map (Group of 4).

l. Enemy situation at end of périod:

b, LION Wnite completed their envelopement and reached the trail with no
resistance, LION Blue then advanced along the trail in the lead,
followed by LION Whito. Tho hoad of the column was estimated to bo-at
(83,0 - 44.5). LION Blue advanced 1000 yards MW along tho trail bo-
yond tho stroam crossing (?) and mot light resistance at 1645, stoppidg
thoro and closing on tho loading compamy, continuing tho advance morn-
ing of 13 Aug 43, - ; .

2. Enomy Activitios: : ' S
a. Continuod rosistenco along ZIETA Trail. - .

3e Po./‘bj:ol Roports:

(/a, A native patrol led by Lt. Barrows and Lt, Koontz roturned to LION CP
around 1800, 12 Aug 43, Thoir routo took thom to TIROKAMBIA where thoy
contactod GCHULTZ, and from thero directly East to PIRU Plantation.
Native scouts with SCHULTZ stptod that thore were no traveled trails

“botwoon TIROKAMBIA or ZIETA to PIRU. All” communication between PIRU
and othor points on VEW GEORGIA was by boat. Our potrol ran across ong
trail ruming ¥ and § a fow hundred yards wost of TTROKAMBIA.. No othe:
trails werc encounterod until PIRU was reachod, Tho plantation area i
opon with very little ovorgrowth. There is a riso betwoen the castorp
margins of tho plontation and tha boach, so that the boach aroa is not
visable until this rise is crossed, All activity is in tho boach aror
Beocauso of tho activity in the area a night reconnaissance was mado.
Thore ore numerous Japs in the arca and much bargo activity wos hoard
off tho coast going N and S, No evidenco of evacuation. There is »

. - good road running N and § through the plantation arca. Othor treils

" aro present, rumning in various diregtions and all in good condition.
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Withdrawal .and Evocuation ot BAIROKO.

Patrol was challenged onco ond had to rotire ihto the swamp aroa, ¥Noj
defonses woro soen covering the roar of tho Jap positions. It was 3
not possiblo to detormino the nature of émplacements aleng the coast-
lino as rocomnaisgance wos mado at night. Tho Japancso aro apparently .
unconcornod sbout théir*'rcar as they fool that tho swamp is’ ndoquato

Ll)rotoction. L o0 e

Continued resistatice cov'ering‘?‘b_ruills. -

Roar Guard dofonsq oeti¥ity covoring withdrawal northward .and wostward.,
Rosistanco. ot ZIETA. -, . . V.7
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to the southwest and then followed a compass course, cross country,
parallel with the Zieta Trail. L At 1430, the lead elements of Fox Co.

suﬁpri ed the outer defense of
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_pill boxes and foxholes and, in the ensuing fire fight two machine gun
pill boxes were destroyedyand a number of the enemy were killed.
Co. G then.came up but no further progress could be made, since the“

enemy still held the commanding ground, and, with darkness at hand, the

Tﬁzﬁjﬂwent into night positions. On 10 &ug, ‘the Btn. was drawn back so .
'ﬁﬁé enemy stronghold could recelve arty fire. This saturation continued }f
;through the entlre day. - The attack resumed, at 0730, the next morning
:and,after advancing 300 yds., extreme resistance was met and then the
‘,Japs launched a counter attack against F Co'.s right flank. Fox Co'.s
éwaapons platoon and all of G Co. were committed and the comblned fire
ipowar succeeded in driving the enemy back. Repeated attacks were laun-
7ched against the Jap positions, through the balance of the day, but no
fboth sides. That night was relatively qulet, for the lines being so
?égiose (a few yards apart), but, about 0400y the Nips started throwing
;etones at our front lines and the Wolfhounds braced for a counter

attack, which did not materialize. On the 12th, with drawl was again A\

ecessary pending the usge of arty as soon after” daylight as possible.
f'ense concentrations were lald down thé entire morning and a coord-
vﬁated attack by both Btn.s was ordered. At 1200, the 3 Btn. attacked
Qtride the trail.while the 2 Btn. maintained contact and moved along
e high ground to the left (west) of Zleta Trail. Upon reaching the
“sition of enemy resistance it was found the Japs had withdrawn and
he 3 Btn. began immédiate pursult. The 2 Btn. acssembied near the .
ieta River and went 1in reserve while maintaining contact with 3 Bin.
ring 13 & 14 Aug., the situation remained static; however, a platoon

5.3 e Faz;wtiﬁfvbgéno@b_JJ%Liy@%44Q,KL;@ybbkb;fﬁgﬁ%ﬂi;;thE'§¢efvlnnw



During the night a seven man carrying party, of Japs, was wiped out

and the next dgy the roadblock patrol was relleved by another H Co.
platoon, led by Lt. Johnson. Shértly after 2400, of the 14th, a Jap
company sized party bivouaced a short distance from the trail block

and the following morning they broke camp and moved down tkrall directly.
into the Wolfhound roadblock. Taken completely by surprise the leading
eneﬁy troops were literally mowed dqwn by our machine guns. After this
initial shock the enmy launched viérous attacks on the totally encircled
platoons all round defense. After five and‘a half hours of continuous
fighting the platoon had only twa grenadés and a few rounds of ammo.
left and, not‘knowing that help was on the way, Lt. Johnson succeeded
in breaking his men through the enemy circle and returning to the Btn.
At a cost of two men KIA and seven wounded, the platoon had eliminated

60 of the enemy and woupded many more. That same morning the 2 Btn,,

preceeded by light tanks, passed through the 3 Btn. and attacked enemy

vositions which had held the 3 Btn. for the previous three days. No

ssistance was encountered and the Btn. reached Zieta Vlfiage by noon..’
catrols from both Bkns. were dlspatched lmmedlately to maintain contact
with the enemy and locate the 3 Bln, 148 Inf., somewhere in the vic-
inity. West of H Co.'s trail block the 3 Btn. elements agaln made

contact with the enemy and the 2 Btn. patrol located the 148 Inf. troops

] . .
which had been on a hill overlooking the area for some time. The next
day 3 Btn. relieved the 148 Inf. troops and ‘continued the all points

patrol activity. This same day a recon patrol, from the I&R Platoon,

reported the presencé of Japs at Piru Plantation, but none &t Sunday
Inlet. The Div. C.0. then ordered the 2 and 3 Btn.s to continue their
movement to the ﬁorth and west and capture Piru Plantalon and thereby

' deny the'enemy use of the Diamond Narrows, a narrow channel of water

bseperatlng New Georgia from Arundel Island, as an evac route. Air

recon of thils area showed an apparent strip of high ground leading



4.  LYNX, moving through LION, proceeded northward along BATROKG Trail en-

' countering no onemy resistance.

s

4. Miscellaneous: i ' i

,a.

.

b.
. composed of 28 men was sont to MUNDA on 7 May 43 with ths 13th Infantry, |

Operations' for LION Bluebincluded theufollowing'z . Captured 5 chegﬁs of
documents and maps, - Killed 47 Nips. 'Lost 1 officor and g enlistod men,
Had wounded 6 officers and 44" enlisted men, . . -, . . ' '
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Accérding to &n.orderf issued ‘-b"y_ the 229th. Infantry, an INDIAN AA UNIT'
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This move was accomplished afternoon, Lion White passing thru

Lion Blue.. About 1430, the lead scouts of George Co. entered

a deep ravine, flanked by precipitous ridges, and G Co. came under
intense enemy fire (at 82.1 - 44.9) in the form of MG in a pilib-
ox. Ten enemy troops were killed while G Co. lost one man KIA.
Fox Co. moved around on G Co.'s left flank - coming in from the
west.. F Co. ran into a second NG nest which they knocked out..
Even so, a vicious fire fight had developed and flanking elements
were sent out atop both ridges only to discover the enemy position
was held in depth and, at 1700, the attack was discontinued in fav- )
or of a night defense position. The npxx morning; 9 Aug., the '
2d Btn. jumped off, to continue the attack, at 0930, with E & F Co.s
coordinating a frontal attack. After an advance of 150 yds. northw-
ard, to the west of the Zieta Trail, Easy Co. came under heavy fire
and was pinned down on the slope of a hill. Commo between the
unitss was difficult because of the rough terrain and the very
thick jungle. Easy Co. was then attached to Lion Blue (3 Btn.),

by the Rgtl. CO, and the balance of Lion White (2 Btn.) was ordered
to envelop the enemy's right flank and by-pass the resistance to
reach the rear of the Jap positions. Foxx Co. passed G Co.. and
proceeded northward to the East of the Zieta Trail but ran into
resistance which held them up. George Co. and Hgs. Co. were to
flank while How Co.., moved several hundred‘yds. to the southwest
and then follqwed a compass course, cross country, parallel with
the Zieta Trail. By 1200, George:Co. was still held up but plans
were being laid to by-pass the resistance to get northward and
engage a group of Japs, estimated at company strength, reportedly

digging in along a river north of Zieta. This info came from a

patrol of 3/148 Inf..
.



‘eeross the swamp which surrounded Piru Plantation; however, this proved
‘id be high grass and not dry ground. After several daye of ffustation,
‘tmiing to find a crossing, Col.Sugg ordered a trail be blazed directly
f%ﬁrough the swamp usimg the same route followed by the reeon patrol on

,fb#12 Aug. On 22 Aug., the 2 Btn. proceeded across the swamp and

{
{
i
i
H

_%ﬁrived 800 yds. to the rear of the plantation, opposite Cutter Point,
v%oat same afternoon. At 0700, the next day, the lead elemeﬁts of the
éin: entered Firu and pushed on to Hathorn Sound. One o0mpany advanced
?io the north and two companygg made a sweep south through the entire

’1antation diacovering the enemy had evacuated the previous daye. P
ced by many supplies, dead beef cattle and prepared !

poaitions left behind. The 2 Btn. manned the beach defenses

i i

ombings by enemy aircraft, there was no enemy reslstance

ntil’jo Sept., all activeeoperations for the 2 Btn ended on New

eorgia’ Island. N

S _ ‘Third Battalion Ops.

nWB Aug., 1943, an Item Co. patrol moved north from RJ-W along

he Eairoko Trail about 500 yds. where they encountered an enemy

achine gun position and bivouac area.» I Go. was, ordered -to move up
nd establish a defensive block | just short of the enemy position, there
o awalt further orders. King Co. moved to RJ—W to defend that spot

rd yalso, maintaln a road block at Baxter ‘Rd. while the rest of the
Btn. remained at the para drop.. The following day I co., on the Balroko
rail made contact with the enemy and located the Jap flanks but could
ot envelop them due to the companys small numbers. Around 1300, I Co.
as releived by the 1 Btn. and then retired to bivouac, in the old

48 Inf. C.P. area. King Co. was ordered to move west to locate the
ieta Trail; but, 1n'doing 80, encountered small active groupe of the'

my and ,by contacting these groups, K Co. could not reach its object-

Ve s0 it was ordered to return to RJ-W and go into bivouac with I and b
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“hwas to move up the Zieta Traill and establish the block K Co. had been

”1iﬁhable to. At 1630, lead elements of the Co. ran into strong Jap
fiiresistance and, because of the time of day, withdrew to6 RJ-J and dug

~An for the night. On 5 Aug, the entire 3 Btn. was consolidated at RJ-J

and orders were recelved to attack and seize Twin Hills about 400 yds.
to the north. Lead elements of X Co. made contact at 1500 and well
roﬁected enemy machine gun emplacements were attacked with 18 Japs
11.18('1- ‘At 1100, the second platoon of L Co. was sent on a wide envel—
‘ ent on:the left ridge from which further ops could be effected
Ejéxainst the Jap positions. This platoon gained hte high ground without
babosition and Jjoined the rest of L Co.bwest of the saddle. While makingv
‘this envelopment the second platoon encountered a full platoon_of the
ﬁemy. The Co. C.0. wanted to use the first platoan @ofréiﬁforce the
éecond platoon, bat this was denied by Btn. and the attack was continued

-as planned. By 1600, the enemy was dislodged leaving about six dead.

YL Co. was then ordered to leave a security detachment on the high ground

nd push east to the saddle. Both Love and King Co.s succeeded in
aking their objectives but did not make contact at the saddle on this

ate. I Co., less weapons pltn., followed L Co. and, on reaching them,

: eiped organize the position for hight defense. A Jap Btn. sized

Ivouac was captured with many maps and much booty.
(Bill Weidle)"It must have been 5 Aug. I Joined the 3 Btn. At a
tarting point, before moving up to what' i called H1ll X, a Wolfhound,

t. Greene, died with about ten dead Japs around him. After moving up

sleep in, but from then
n - very little sleep. The next day (6 Aug.) I went to the hut Davis

as in to get our orders for the day - it was to attack. Suddenly there

Was an explosion in the hut. I thought 1t was a smoke round which would
e followed by HE mortar shells. We all got out some how = double quick.

at had hapoened was a Jap sniper fired a bullet and hit flare equipm-
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lead elements most of the time." oo KPS

Early on 6 Aug., Item Co. rejoined it's battallon and with King Co.“é
secured the saddle between Twin Hills. The Btn. was then ardered to move.
cross country to secure Zieta and, at 1600, Love Co. moved up the Zieta
Trail, about 600 yards and established a block without any opposition.

The following day the rest of the Btn. moved up toward L Co. with I Co.
in the lead. They encountered sniper fire and I Co.'s €0, Capt. David
Baird, waes wounded and Lt. Williams assumed command. oIhis same afternoon,{(

7 Aug., in order to maintain contact with the main enemy body, I and L

Co.s moved another 1600 yards up the trail and established a bivouac in.a
small banana grove, but met no opposition. When they moved on, 8 Aug. ;'

was uneventful but on the next day the 3 Btn. made contact with the

2 Btn. and went into position on where the 2 Btn. had been held up by
strong enemy resistapce. On 10 Aug, Item Co. moved east through dense

Jungle, at 0900, then turned north to attack in a north west direction,

against the enemy's left flank, while Easy Co. attacked frontally. By

1300, I Co. reached a narrow ridge top held by the enemyg The attack

continued at 1400 and had gone but a short distance when enemy machine

gun positons were encountered and, because of the ,denseness of the

Jungle and intensity of the fire, an order was glven to dig in for the
night and establish a cordon defense.
(Weldle)"About 10 Aug. my uniform and equipment were wet butl did

havi a compass reading for Sgt. Gile which I “gave to a Hq. Recon. man.

My compass was broken but, with Lt. Hooks getting readings, I didn't neeai

mine. (Lt. Hoékg was the;Intelligence Officer for Mjr. Davis' 3 Btn.

He was also a map expert. He was a fine officer, but his thick glasses

kept him from making patrols.)"

Aboutll00, the next day the attack was pushed vigorously, using
smoke grenades and intense baslc weapons fire, foreing the enemy back

and destroying several machine gun emplacements. in the assault. Tanks

were heard coming up and the attacx was not followed up since plans
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‘ On the 12th, the attack was delayed, while arty dellivered a 90 umin.
preparation, until 1100;and then proceeded until the troops reached the

Zieta River. Aftef a brief halé the companies were reorganized and the

advance continued with L Co. reaching a position about 1000 yds. south’

of where Zieta was supzosed to be located. Enemy elements were then
discovered and two platoons of L Co. were advanced into strong resistance.

Two casualtles were sustailned wlith one of them being L Co.'s C.0., Capt.
¢

Oliver Roholt. The la}eness of the oay reguired the units then go
-‘4’ LR VA

into rnight defense. Lt..dilliam Stroh was glven command of L Co., on

13 Aug., and, after a 3tn. withdrawl tb‘allow for an arty preparation, f»
which started at 1100 and lasted twenty minutes with the attacking comp:?"
anies, L and K, moving as close to the fire as possible during the last

minutes, discovering the enemy had moved up with them during the barrage
and it became a fight Jjust to get to the LD (Line of Departure). The Btn.gé

ran into intense enemy resistance and because of the dense Jungles,

swampy ground and the depletion of the unit strength (50-60 men per comp-

any))flanking movements could not be made. For,example,:Easy COa,vre—attﬂ:
ached to the 3 Btn;; had tried to sweep around the right flank of Love Co.
in the afternoon, but was kept from enemy contact by a swamp. The Btn.
retired to their positions of the previous night. It had been a day of

heavy casualties for the Wolfhounds L
(deidle)"On 14 Auz., Gen. Collins came up and tal&ed with Davis

and gapt. Bayless. The Japs must have thought we had our chief there

and all héll broke lqose yith machine gun fire. We pushed on toward-
Zieta with sco&ts who wer; New Georgian Natives. - I had to watch myself
pretty clbse as, after several bouts on the Canal, I knew I was malaris
prone." ‘ '
Oon 14 Aug.,<thé atﬁack was resumed with the same results; however,
this day .81 mm mqrtéfs dropred rounds behind the Jap lines and then

walked themiforward.v Despite this tactic rrogress was not made anc so
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300 yds. until they encountered enemy sniper fire. About this time King

Co. arrived end Mjr. Davis directed that the two companies attack the

enemy position. The assault commenced until heavy machine gun fire and
rifle fire were encountered and the companies were instructed to dig in

for the ﬁight while harassing arty was placed 400 yds. to the enemy's

rear throughout the nisﬁtf The next morning, 16 Aug., the attack res-

umed and the companles passed through an enemy bivouac, that had been’

deserted, and continued on,arrivina at Lulu Channel,where a block was
A wolfhound rests Ina dag_nut
N

g

established to deny the enemy fur-
ther use of the docking facilities.
The following day the Wolfhounds
were relieved by units of the 148

Inf. and returned to Zleta where

spent.
(Weidle) "On 16 Aug. we hit dry -

ground and when I opened a can of .

¢ Rations Koontz ‘jumped me for throwing the can on the ground. .i ﬁhen‘
buried it - I should have known better. During this time Lt. Koontz
sent me out to find a trail. After some distance I could locate no
trail, since the maps were too old and growthhad covered everything over
I wasn't doing too good. I heard something of a Jap patrol inside Piru'
and «all I had was a carbine - wished I had my Mi. I wasn't supposed to
" fire anyway so!as not to give away the big attack on Piru. I don't

know how long I stumbled around; but, I didn't panic since I had gotten

a reading when I.Ieft camp. I finally ran into sﬁamp ground, and had

some ldea where I was, and came out facing a Wolfhound with a BAR. He

244 % - .
wasn t trigger happy)aﬁd I was afrald ne had thought I was a Jap. When I

got back I met with Koontz and it was decided I and a native scout would

bcut the wire. 1 cut'the wire while the other scout held it, so to elim-
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‘gent in’ after combat started) ° ;
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Botanical Gardens, Manurewa, Auckland. The site of the gardens back in the war
years was used for Camp Orford, home for hundreds of American servicemen.

25th Division US Army (Tropical Lightning Division)

This division was stationed at Schofield Barracks Pearl Harbour when Commander
Fuchida emerged from northern skies to bomb the American Pacific Fleet on
7 December 1941. Almost a year later elements of the division landed at Guadal-
canal to relieve the Ist and 2nd Marine Corps Divisions and later the Americal Divi-
sion. Following the securing of Guadalcanal, elements of the division moved to
Russell Island, to Rendova Island in the New Georgia Group, and were later involved

in the attack on the Munda Airfield. There were mopping up operations in Vella

Lavella, Arundel Island and Kolombangara Island. T
déclared ‘cleared by ‘October 1943. The division returned to Guadalcanal and
prepared for movement to New Zealand for R & R combined with some training.
The rear-ectielons had reactied New Zealand by:5:December. Ther y
for a.projécted-landing against the Japanese:at-Kavieng-New Irela
By the end:of-February 1944 ‘the 25th had qtiit"New Zelaand-and was en route
«::t0.New Caledonia wheré"it continued to"train”forKavieng. This invasion was
cancelled on 1 June. However, the division was alerted for participation in-the Philip-
pines operation. The unit left New Caledonia on 17 Decembér 1944, practised assault
landings on Guadalcanal, reloaded ships andsailed for the Lingayen Gulf, Luzon,
in.thePhilippines..yia Manus Island in the Adiniralties, to arrive off the Gulf on
11 January 1944. The division was to spend the next six months in the mid-north
of Luzon fighting the enemy down Highway 5 and over to the west coast at Dingalan
Bay. By the end of June 1945, the Philippines campaign was over and again the
division was alerted for its next objective, the invasion of the mainland of Japan.
The Japanese circuravented this attack by capitulating, and so the 25th was
designated as part of the Occupation Force of Japan.

37th Division US Army

This division first went into combat with the Marines at Munda, New Georgia,
Solomon Islands. Following this the unit was a back-up division for the 3rd Marines
Division at Bougainville and was later engaged in front line fighting against the
Japanese in that campaign. From January to August 1945, the 37th was part of
the invading forces in the Philippines and helped seize and liberate the walled city
of Manila.
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that it would look: like it was and hadn't

been cut. All that was necessary was to
touch it and it would fall down. We then
hid behind a large rock and figured all

we had to do was wait as we were exhausted.
During the night, rifle fire occurred beh-
ind us and I knew it was a Garand. We
sweated a while and then I finally went

to sleep. The native stayed awake and

told me that some Japs shook the wire but

didn't see what we had done. At dawn the

PFC. Wm. F. Weidle Wolfhounds came up and I asked Lt. Koontz

if I could go in with them but he saigd my job was done. The rifle shot,
during the night, had hit Sgt. Paul and it had, also, given away our
plans. The Japs evacuated to Arundel Island.

On 19 Aug., the 3 Btn. moved fto Fox Co.'s Livousc, 1600

rorthwest, and remained there through 20 Aug. sending one patrol west
trying to get to Piru Flantaion and another rpatrol was sent north to
locate Mt. Tirokambia. Other security ratrols were also sent out.
Only the second patrol was successful.

(Weidle) "I think it was 20 Aug. the engineers gave up on trying to
build a cord road - too much mud. They wanted to get 15% howltzers up
to support us. On 22 Aug., the 2 and 3 Btn,s reached Piru Plantation,
foilowing our trail across the marked places, and the occupation of
Piru Flantation meant the end of the Wolfhounds campaign on New Georgia
Island. It was Jjust in time for me for I had developed a bad swamp
rash and my malaria had come back. It was the hospital for me."

On 21 Aug., at 0700, the 2 Btn., followed by the 34, proceeded into
the swamp and a distance of one thousand to fifteen hundred yards was cro-

ssed in mud from knee to walst deep with full combat equipment, and by

afternoon,of the 224, the Wolfhounds arrived 800 yards in the rear of
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Early the next'morning lead elements of the 2 Btn. entered Piru and
then pushed on to Hathorn ©ound. Patrol activity combhed the plantation

for the enemy, but the pos-

previous day leaving food,

equipment, and their defens-
ive positions - all of which
had been pointing out to sea.
The Wolfhound Btn.s prepared

beach positions and patrols

were sent out as far as Sund- 2

Railroad tracks running along a narrow peninsula leading from Piru
. Plantation to.the sea. .~ . .. ., ...,

ay Inlet. Aug. 23 brought

‘to a close the drive in the nortnwest sector of New Georgia - which was
reduced to inactivity.

The main body of Jap survivors had slipped out of both Zieta and
Bairoko. On 5 Aug., Gen. Sasaki felt he could no longer defend New
Georgia Island. He sent the 12 Inf. to Kolombangara and his remaining

Infantry units to Baanga.

Arundel Island

The 172 Inf., of the 43 Div., invaded Arundel Island on 27 Aug.;
however, the Japs offered. slight resistance and was soon overcome. The
Island was declared "clear of the enemy". A few days later, however,
strong enemy positons were encountered on Bompoe Peninsula, at the north-
ern end of the Island. This was the situation when the 27th Inf. was att-
ached to the 43 Div. and the Wolfhound Commander was given control of all
units on North Arundel. With the Wolfhounds were two Btns. of 169 Inf.,
one company of the 10% Inf., B Bo. &2 Chemical Btn. (debut of the 4.2
mortar in the Pacific), the 43 Recon Troop and six Marine tanks had to be
committed. On 8 Sept., the indefatigable Sasaki sent the 3 Btn., 13 Inf.

from Kolombangara to strengthen Arundel and the balance of the 13 Rgt. on

14 Septe.



