Wolfhounds Earn Their Badge

In Nov., 1944, the Rgtl. C.0. was informed that the Rgt. would be
engaged in the Luzon Campaign of the Fhilippine Liberation Operation,
code name: Mike I of Musketeer III. The Div. was scheduled to land

over the beaches at the south end of Lingayen Gulf with the mission of

two days after the .
Target Date, or 11
Jan. 1945, and in-

asmuch as the Div.

constituted a floa-
ting reserve, prov-.

1slons were made

for landing on eit--
her & friendly or
hostile beach.
Fortunately it tu-
rned out to be a
“"walk on".

On 15 Dec. 1944,
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war the lagt was the largest - over 160 ships. The Navy coddled the
Army, placing all Army personnel in the center of the convoy. The Navy
was escorting three Infantry Divisions, plus many speclal troops, such
as Ordinance, Quartermaster, and Medics. Being in the center of the
convoy all we could see, as far as the eye could reach, was ships --
each in 1ts proper place. Each ship was zigging and zagging to confuse
any enemy subs that might be lurking nearby. As I gazed at that vast
expense, 1t made me think of a soul, salling life's stormy sea in it's
search for eternity. Many of these men were literally salling into
eternity. We travelled from Noumea, New Cal, on 17 Dec. 1944, and land-
ed at Lingayen Gulf, on the west central coast of Luzon, 11 Jan. 1945."

(Ernie Lucas) "We shipped out of New Cal and to our practice landing
on the Canal and I wish I could remember the name of the ship I was on,
Latimer, - Oxford - the Comet - the Navajo Victory - 1t was one of those;
but, I can' t remember which. From the Canal we went across the bay to
Florlda Island, and refueled, then to Menus Island. After leaving Manus,
Lt. Kaza came to us and asked if we would consider helping the Navy pull
Tub Watch. They were on four hours and off four. If we would help we
would all be on four and off eight hours. We were happy to do so.

The swabbles taught us to change barrels on the 20 mm - to load magaz-
ines, hqw to work the earphones, to use the Navy binoculars for looking
into the sun, and how to communicate with the OD. They even let us
practlce firing at the sleeve being pulled by a plane.

"My sister had sent me a box of cookies and my thoughtful brother-in-
law had included a palr of bright red panties. I was standing in the
Gun Tub with the head pPhones on and the panties in my pocket. My Navy
buddy asked me what in the world I had in my pocket. Without saying a
word I pulled them out and he grabbed tham offering me $5.00 for them.

I told him he could have them so he grabbed the headphones and got

permission to leave the Tub for five minutes. When he got back we could

smell the perfume on the panties even before he got into the Gun Tub.



ng his arms he shouted to get everyone's attention, waving them o,
8 win?. Everybody started yeiling 'Where 1s she? Where is she?'
when he knew he had everybodys attentlon he started chewing on them
en drew the atgention of the men on the ships on both sldes of us
hey all wanted to know what was causing all the commotion. It was

of fun and just the relaxer we all needed - even the Captain.

(Phil Fille) "We were

wed landing oa Luzon.

whipped back into shape too
late for the Leyte invasion
and were rescheduled for
Luzon. We were denied the
honor of the beachhead land-
ing, being landed in the.

second echelon on 11 Jan. W

* _Christmas aboard ship. We

mbled in a harbor south of the Fhiliprines and one morning I climbed
1e crow's negt to find ships as far as I could see over the horizon.
>oked as if all the allied shipping in the world was converging on
spot. Our landing in Lingayen Gulf was without incidentl We rec-
i a few rounds from some coastal arty in the hills east of the

ing zone, but a few salvos frow our warships gllenced those guns

Klyo"

>f Luzon, was 9 Jan.

and the Tropic Lig-



i

They unloaded suprlies from the landing craft, established dumps on the
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by the 2 Btn., while

the rest of the Rgt.

moved to establish a

bivouac. Patrolling

was'intitiated toward

Mapandan and Manaoag,

and improvement of

road conditions was

immediately begun pre-

paratory to movement

to the south and south

weste.

(Ernie Lucas) "Le-

aving the ship at Lin—{
gayen Gulf, the Capt.

told all Navy personn—ﬁ

el to stay away from

the galley so all the Arm
people who had time to ea
could do so. That was ou
last hot good meal for a

long time. When we went

over the side my friend w
the red panties was there
slapping us on the back a

wishing us good luck. We

Division  Headquarters  set wp its .C.P at  San dacinto moved inland and bounced
Schod  House,



“around from place

Jacinto one night,

to place. We knew we were guarding someone at San

the scuttlebutt was that it was the one-and-only 'Dug-

out-Doug'."

(Tony Crnko) '"Later on
in the year 1944, we had
amphibious training from
the British ship HMS
Battleaxe, which lived up
to it's name.

1945, thne

"on 11 Jan.

beachead on Lingayen Gulf

Retherfoord= +5

-while, acrosswthe road, Arty kept up a barr-

spe was established and we set

up AA positions and worked three days unloading supplies.

couple of air raids, but no damage.

inch guns - but,

We had a

At night we were shelled by enemy 12

azain, no damage."
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(Les Thomas

we kept hearing planes overhead.

have been 'in the first wave.

on dry ground.

) "While unloading five thousand rounds of 155 mm ammo

My thoughts were that I would rather

My prayer was, "Lord, let me get my feet

. The second night on shore the Navy was shooting it's



big guns all night, shaking the earth and raining fragments. My prayer

was, "Lord, let me get inland."."

een the carbine and the M1 Garands Hitting: power! When the carbine was
1ssued to platoon leaders as a replacement for the .45 plstol I thought
it was Just the ticket for long range foot patrolling. That first night
ashoré, 11 Jan., a Nip came toward my position and, when I shot him in
the midsection, he kept coming. I pumped another round in him and still
he came on. I then shot him in the head and he dropred in front of me.
In the morning I looked him over and he had two holes about an inch apart
Just above his navel. One slug from an M! in that spot would have para-
lyzed the strongesp man. I got a truck driver to swap his Garand for

my carbine and that rifle never failed me. We moved south and east and
I was scouting in front of the Rgt. and enjoylng the war. I was working
behind enemy lines continually, rotating my patrols to give the men as

ﬁﬁph rest as possible. T got my rest riding in vehicles between CP's."
‘ o tek On 16 Jan. (S+7), advances

Below: "Tropic Lightning” Gl's ine a captured Jag tank in

thru the mountains to the north

and east had progressed at—a —

snail's pace against well dug
in enemy resistance. To fur-
ther strengthen the attack the
CG, 6 Army, released the Tropic
Lightning (less 35 Rgt.) to the
CG, I Corps. During the morn-
ing, of 16 Jan., a warning
order was recelved, from Div.,

to be prepared to move in the

probable direction of sector Fozorrubio- Binalonan, then San Jose. At 0200,

17 Jan., a movement order was received directing the Rgt., less 3 Btn.,



to move east toward the Blnalonan-Urdanete Rd., selze the north-south
road exclusive of Binalonan and Urdaneta. At 0700, the 2 Btn. moved

out to the east and the 1 Btn. followed, turning north at Santa Ines,
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and at 1430 the 1 and 2 Btn.s were in place on the
3. The Rgtl. CP was set up near the barrlo of Santa Ines and the 3 Btn.
moved into Manaoag. The first enemy contact oddurred on 18 Jan. when
an A Co. road block, located south of Binalonan, destroyed an enemy
Medium tank, killing the five crew members and two enemy riding on the
outside.

(Phil File) "On the road to Binalonan our sweat on the .37 AT train-
ing,back in Paradise, paid big dlvidends. We were rolling down the

highway toward town when a tank came out to meet us. We dld not recogn-

ize 1t as enemy until he e £t e R e T T T

opened fire. My gun crew ‘ - - » . |
executed perfectly - as if
they were on drill, The dr-
lver made a sliding 180 turn,
slinging the gun around to |
point toward the tank while
the crew leaped off with
ammo and went into action
with the breech - pumping

nine rounds into that Nip

gun mount.

tank before 1t rolled to a stop."

The first Job for the 25 Div., in I Corps' center, was to secure Rte. 3
from Pozorrubio south thru Binalonan to Urdaneta - a road distance of
ten miles. On completing this assignment the drive would extend eaatw-
ard to “an Felipe and Bactad anchoring its left on the foothills of the

Caraballo Range. The terrain of advance was flat and open with no
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cover or concealment for Infantry, but good tank country. & good road

Rethes foot d-

'5.;‘ 9 ,’ 7 e e . ',~-.:4 .

Mac seemed pleased when GCol.

Dalton and Gen. Mullins bri-
efed him

network also exsisted in the Div.'s ops
area. +he town of Binalonan, and surro-
unding area, was neld by remnants of the
Shigeml Detachment. Under orders to move
up to Binalonan, from San Manuel, the
enemy had evidently started its move on
16-17 Jan.; but, ceased when Gen. Shigemi
learned that Americans were within a mile
of Binalonan.

(Tony Crnko) "We departed Lingayen for
San Jacinto, by motor, and had air raids
that night (14 Jan.), but no damage. On

the 17th, we left San Jacinto to occupy

Manoas and that day I was a
flank guard and saw & lot of
dead Japs. ?he next day we
left Manoas for Cabilroan, a
five mile hike. On the 20th,
we moved to Bugnyous, and set
up a Btn. defense, a march
south of nine miles."

Orders were recelved to
advance 600C yards east of
Urdaneta, and on the 19 Jan.,
the 1 Btn. on the north and
the 2 Btn. on the south com-
pleted this advance. Recon
was then made to the Agno
River to locate a suitable

site for a ford near Santa
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o
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Situation and direction of movement on 16 J-
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FIZLD ORDER) HEADQUART

NULBER  2) g2gd, 17 Jan, LUZON

S L C—RTE Y RBR:
hAuth: CG 25 Div

Init: /G737

Date: 17 Jan 45

M b Qe v >
Twonty-~-Seventh Infanty

LAPS: LUZOW 1:50000

a. (1) Current surmarics.
(2) Undetermincd number of cnemy w/Tks in URDLNETA.
b. (1) 25th Inf Div to idv to the E and seizc scctor of ARMY BEACHHEAD LINE.
a. 161: Scc Opns Overlay.
B. 35 : Army Ros in prosent location.
(2) Tst Inf to scize URDLUETA.
c. MAP COORDINATE CODE GROUP: CULBERLAND. (Thru 18 Jan.)

27th Inf less 3/27 in Div Ros will Adv to the SE and secure assigned sector
of ARIY BEACHHEAD LIVEL.
a. Dgte: 17 Jan 1945.

Hour: @g74¢.

See Opns Overlay.
a. 2/27: Furnish Adv Gd for Regtl Column and sccure sector of Final Obj.
b. 1/27: Secure sector of Final 0bj.
c. 3/27: love to MANAOLG, sccure town, and await orders fronm CG 25th Div.
d. 8/ : D/s ar1. .
e. L/27: Two 1-Plat patrols as shown on Opns Overlay. Plat's revert to
Regtl Res upon completion of patrol missions.
x. (1) Order of March: Sce Opns Overlay-
(2) Coordinate movement by liaison with preceding unit.

&. Regtl DP initially in same location.
b. Other administrative details the same.

a. Currocnt SOI.
b. Regtl CP: lobile until (25.91-38.45.)
c. Others report. | ’

BUCEANAN
Commonding

OFFICIAL: SOwnr .oy

PAYNE "
§-3

Dist: Special
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(File) "The next day the Div. advanced to Santa Maria, from where

they attacked Binalonan. Entry was effected against light opposition.

Thig easgtwar

[sh)

advance
was to cut the Binal-
onan-Urdaneta Road in

two places and denied

it's use to the enemy
for north-south movement
of troops and suprlies.
Later in the day I was

making a patrol when we

The C.1.C., at Division Headquarters, screened hundreds surprised some Nips at

of Filipino farmers who said they were Guerillas, and
wanted to join us. i the edge of a field.

One of tne Japs escaped and I tracked him until I came upon a group of
Filipinos who had cornered him when he tried to hide in a dry well about
ten feet deep. They threw burning rice straw on him and Jabbed him to
death with voles as he tried to climb out. And did they ever enjoy 1tlf
(Ernie Lucas) "Somewhere south of Binalonan, or west of Sumbnit we
were held up and Lt. Kaza disappeared. When he returned he had two
cases of 10 in 1 rations from the Navy. We got busy frylng bacon and
eating all the goodies before anyone found out what we had. We were
lying around with our tummies full and Lt. Kaza came hurrying back wltﬁ
two Filipinos and told us to plle all our gear together, take a full
belt of ammo, water and grenades. He $ald we were going after a reported
twelve man Jap patrol behind our lines. Off we went, following the two
Filipinos down the road, across the rice paddies, until we came to a
small barrio. We formed a line while Kaza and the recon man, who went
with us, and the Filipinos tried to talk to the people in their bamboo
hut. Kaza motioned half of us to the right and the other half to the
left. There was a high bank in front of us curving to our left and the

recon man started crawling up the bank - on the other slde a Jap was
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‘"doing the é;me thing. WTﬁéircame face to face at the top scaring the hell
out of each other. He hollered and away we went, over the bank into a
dry irrigation canal.. Three Japs came toward us Jjumping into a square
hole about five feet deep; but, we'll n¥ver know why. They got a geggle
of grenades right in on top of them. We cut after the rest of them,
running in the other direction, following their footprints in the sand.
They turned out of the canal and ran into a cane field with Wolfhounds
right in after them firing from the hip. We got one, in the canefield,
while the others broke into the open about 75 yards away. McAllister
{our flamethrower) was carrying a M3 and he opened up on them first,

~The 945 slugs were hitting way behind them and he threw the grease gun

~ away, in dlsgust, and told Kaza to get rid of those “pop guns". Kaza
had to remind him that he chose it himself. Meanwhile, we had opened
up with MI'E and BAR's and popped three more while two disappeared
around some hutches. We were about halfway through another cane fleld
when we heard a "pop" and we ducked and ran - realizing it was a Nip
grenade being armed. When it went off we could tell 1t had not been
thrown. We went back and found a Jap with half his head blown off. I
got a flag off that Jap and my grandson has 1t hanging on his wall. We
went on searching and, as we stood on the edge of a dry rice paddy, an
arm suddenly rose out from & levee looping a grenade at us. We jumped
for cover and as soon as it had gone off we started pumbing lead into
the spot of origin - we heard those slugs hitting somethling besldes dirt.
We took a look and found a dead Jap SEt; He had maps with some of our
positions markéd on it. One of the other boys got a nice flag off of
him. The recon man found some important papers also. We were told
there had been twelve Japs; however, nine was 8ll we found and we felt
certain that was all thefe.were. We incurred no casualties and, when
we got back to our area everyone was gone. We were left a note to stay
put and, when it was nearly dark, we were plcked up and taken to our

new area. We arrived waving our Nip flags and shouting "We got nine of



the Rgtl. sector; however, they offered no threat to any installastions.

i
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those son' 8 of ﬁipponl“ and wéféwgbngratulatearby everybody. =
“We were being moved around , from sector to sector, searching h&f;hea

for snlpers and enemy supplies. 1In one large house we found a huge i
ammount of some kind of plastic items. Some appeared to have horns Sh
them and a few of the guys said the plastlc ltems were aevil sults;
but, 1t took Fireball Kelth to figure out what they were - they were
protection covers for horses. We decided the rest of the Pleces were
for the Japs to wrap up in and we wondered if they had gas in mind.
No matter, we dumped & goodly batch at the CP and never heard anymore
about 1t."

Small scattered groups of enemy were contacted in varlous parts of

The 1 Btn. moved to Asingan and A Co. was dispatched to Santa Marla;’

however, because of a fierce battle of the 161 Inf. in San Manuel

to the north, the
Btn. was withdrawn
in order that a com-
paratively even sec~
tor could be.mainté.
ained by the Div.
The movement to Asin-
gan had caused a wléc
northwest-southeaat, -
gap between thebtwo
regimenta..

(Phil File) "One
day I was directed t«
go to Santa Barbara,

7 /ﬁfﬁ.d\ a SEY 85 about five miles

Hull down Jap taenk defense - as at San Manuel west ‘'of Mapadan, to

make contact with a guerilla unit, the 101 Guerilla Squadron, commanded
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FIELD ORDER) : CP CT 27
H AE)(} 25
WUIBER  3) oA el LN

uAP: LUZOW, 1/50,000
1. a. Sce Overlay.

2. 27th RCT (-3/27 (-2 Plat's L/27): Will seccurc objective line by 1800, 19
Jen, recomnoiter to AGHO RIVER, not to excoed one company to be used for
forward recommaissance at any ‘one time, an gerrison URDAVETA.

%. a. lst Bn (Plat/Cn/27, Plat/B/65 Engrs): Secure objective line in zone
of action by 1800, 19 Jan 45, establish road block at (35.3-39.4,)
maintain present block at (34.0-39.7) until relieved by 3/27, and re-

—— port completion f petrolling sector bounded by PAO-BIRALONAN Highway,
"y road, KITURA RIVER, and Hational Highway, URDAWETA-BIHALOMAN High-
woy by 0930, 19 Jen 45.

-~ b. 2d Bn (Plat Cn/27, Plat &T/27 atchd): Secure objective line in zome
of action by 1800, 19 Jan 45; scize phase line in viecinity of URDA-
VETA designated by CO/l; garrison URDANETA with one reinforced com-

E e pany which will patrol roads to BINALOWAN and BACTAD; and accomplish
patrol missions designated by grecn arrows on overley.
c. 1&3 ?1at's/L/27: Remein in URDANETA as Regtl Reserve.
~ d. I&R Plat/3/27: Ren road net to BINALONAY and 1st Bn CP.
€. B/65 Engrs (-1 plat): Priority of missions:
1) Improve detour for heavy vehicles around 3d bridge SE of present
Regtl CP. )
(2) Prepare fords or bridges across streams on URDANET/=BIKALONAN
National Highway. .
(3) 4ssist platoon attached to 1/27 in constructing supply road be-
hind 1/27 advance. .
f. /25 Med: Move to erea in URDANETA designated by §-1/27 at a time
specified by Exec/27. .
g. Cn/Z;-z - Hove to area designated by S-1/27 at o time specified by
Exec/27.
h. AT/27-: Atch one 37mm AT gun to B/27, remainder of company move to
ares in URDANETA designated by S—-l/27 at a time specified by Exec/27.
x. - (1) Importent bridges will be guerded against sabotage by the unit
nearest to eech bridge.
(2) Tho gize and nmissions of distant patrols will be prescribed by
5-2/27. Local security patrols will be prescribed by unit
commanders.

4. DP vicinity of URDANETA.

5. Regtl CP - URDAWETA.

BUCHANAN
- Cormending
OFFICIAL: /1‘_:))(!‘\‘.\‘.' PR
PLYNE
5-3

Dist: Special ) .
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.dﬂ—“w“1'by ; Capt. Arellans, wﬁg iﬁter became the Philippine C/S. I took a
' patrolconsisting of seven men and we moved thru enemy lines to the Agno
River at Santa Barbara. When we reached the river a group of Filipinos
ferried us across on bamboo rafts. Entéring Santa Barbara I met the
Mayor and other city officlals and they showed me where they had dynamite
a big house where they feted a large bunch of Jap officers. The Filipino
‘ girls entertalning the Nips had been sacrificed as part of the price for
é success. I wag informed I would have to go to Baloy, a barrio about
two miles south, to meet Capt. Arellans and we left escorted by hundreds
of clvillans. When we reached Baloy the crowd fell back to let us proc-
alone and, ét the outskirts ofthe barrio, the Guerilla Squadron was drawn
up-in parade formation with the American and Philippine Flags posted. I
called the patrol to attention and trooped the line, rendering honors
"in proper fashion. After the formalities, we were informed that dinner
would be served soon and perhaps we mlght llke to bathe before dining
(I don't think it was an aspersion on our aromasi?). Having had nothing
but a few salt water baths for the last month, we thought it was a
capitol ldea. While we bathed the women washed our fatigues which we
put back on - wet. We were then treated to roast duck, rice, sweet
potatoes, fried bananas and other dishes I'm not sure I wanted to be
ldentified. At the feasts conclusion they broke out the ‘plece de
resistance' in the form of & box of Havana Cubanas they had been saving
for the first Americans to return to their town. Now you might imagine
clgars kept unsealed in the tropics for three years; buﬁ, we made a
great show of enjoyment puffing heartily. After the clgars we were
informed it was dance time so across the field we went to another barrio
where the dence was conducted under the stars. We were seated on one
! slde of the floor and a bevy of beauties was ﬁresented to us. They
placed leis o#er our shoulders and then the dancing started. There were

about 30 girls and as soon as a GI sat down one of the Guerilla officers

would bring another girl and say, 'You must dance with this one.'.



"Baloy was a refugee camp for the wealthy and talented of Manila, and these
were sophisticated people, wearing clothes that had been hidden from the
Japs., The Philippline opera star sang "Stardust" for us, the most

autifully I've ever heard it sung. Capt. Arellans had no children

o
[

of hls own but & niece he was very fond of was introduced to me. - Shé
was the prettiest glrl I have ever seen. She was, also, accustamed to
hard work, because to avold the Japs she had spent-the war years dressed
inrags, and working in the flelds. If I had not already been éngaged I
would have been sorely tempted. About eleven at night the first group
of girls disappeared and another bunch cume on duty. We were not pefm-
itted to sit down %¥ﬁkept dancing with first one and then another. It
wag a scene of complete unreality. The sky was like black velvet, with

the stars shining so bright they looked almost within reach, the

_.Packed earth dance floor lishted bv fluttering candles and flarinz

torches, the khakl uniforms of the Squadron officers contrasting with
the bright colors of the ladles gowns. Miles to the north of us we
could hear ‘the thunder and see the flashes of arty. Occasionally we
would hear the crackle of Jap machine guns and the solid thump of the
mortars. Filipinos would ride in on ponies, report to the Squadron

CO, the fade back into the night. By 0200, we were just going on nerves.
I hadn't lald down to sleep since leaving the ship and my men weren't
much better off. The hosts brought in the third platoon of girls to

dance with us until just before daylight, when the festivities were

‘broken up and we wended our way back to Baloy. The Squadron formed up

and moved out with my detail in the vanguard, 0ld Glory and the Phili-
ppine Flag flylng at the head of the column. I don't know what the Jage
must have thought of the procession but they never bothered us and we
returnedto our own lines without incident. As soon as I completed my
report it was decided to displace the Btn. forward immediately."

(Tony Crnkdi "On 18 Jan., we left Manoas for Cabilroan and marched
five mliles. Two days later we advanced to Bugnyous where we set up a

BEn doferse ) Yoy e B Siraleran ¢ I iles doy, onThe 2/ Fon. . .



While getting some breakfast we got a radlo message
The platoon Sgt., AT Flatoon,

"in to 2 Btn. Hgs.
-to rejoin our Btn. &8 soon as possible.

was & buddy of mine and I asked him to have one of his drivers take us

back up the road to our own ou

Dodge prime mover and took off at a good clip. We were sitting in the
back of the truck, Joking and laughing and enjoying the wind blowing
the stink off of us when we came to the bridge. The driver didn't slow
down and when the wheels hit the bridge apiroach every face blanched

and every mouth was shut. When we cleared the span every man let out
a "Whooo!" No one spoke of 1t but the same thought had crossed every

mind at the same instant - we hadn' t checked the bridge for mines.

Tt was_.sn error of en elementary detall caused by fatigue."

On 24 Jan, a base was set up by sixty men from the Rgtl. I&R Pltn.
and the attached 269th Squadron of Filipino Guerillas. This camp was
established approximately five miles beyond our forward elements in
enemy territory. From this base which Qas equipped with an SCR 694
radlo smaller patrols were dispatched to observe enemy movement on the
roads leading from Tayug. In addition, the patrols located enemey
concentrations and supply dumps, and long range art& fire was placed on
these areas. Ambushes succeeded in destroying enemy personnel and mat-
erlal.

On 26 Jan, the 3 Btn. was designated as I CGorps Reserve and moved
into an assembly area near Pozorrubio.

From the time the initial assembly area was left until a fﬁrther
advance to the east was ordered, patrol action accounted for 54 énemy
killed and two POW's taken.

Pemienta

(Phil File) “One afternoon the 1 Btn. was ordered to move ASAP to
block a road Junction at the Barrio of Pimienta. Cutting acrass.pice-:
fields, which were fortunately dry, we moved a distance of about 14

kilometers in just under two hours. The foot troops beat the vehicles



WiWe stayed there a few days and then went to Pozorublo, by truck, as a
reserve for the 43 Dive. On the 27th we were ambushed by Japs and

gustained three Co. M Wolfhounds KIAs S/Sgt. Heron, Benny Aubla, Irwin .

Nelson, and WIA were Cpl. Lucas and Johnny Oliver. The next day we
returned to Binalonan and, on the 29th, went to Ballngayan - & twelve
mile truck ride."

(Phil File) "I got & fresh patrol and moved out to guide the Btn.
over the route we had just covered. The n:=xt day we crossed the river
(Agno?) at a shallow ford where we skirmished briefly. Going thru
Santa Barbara I was seen By Capt. Arralens nephew, who-JQmped on & pony
and took off as soon as he recognized me. An hour later, as we moved
thru the barrio of Baloy, the Capt.'s nlece met me and informed me that
she had prepared dinner. Would I stop to eat? I looked behind me at
o long line of troops depending on me to guide them and had to declime
"hepr kind offer.. After all, my jJob was to fight a war, not cement
American-Filipino relations. On Saturday night we fought our way into
a town that had not suffered much damage and my platoon worked 1it' s
way to a Methodist Church where we dug in. During the night the Japs
withdrew so Sunday morning things were guiet end the Fillplino congreg-
ation started coming to church. The eldera of the church approached me
to advise me that thelir pastor had been killed by the Japs two weeks
pest and they would like to have an American deliver the message. The
men in the platoon started razzing me and I finally sald 'Ok, you 3033
don't.think I'm up to it, do youl' I flipped the pages of the 8t. James '
Version and the pages stopped turning at Epheslans, Chﬁp. 6. I'took'my
text from para. 1, Chap. 6 - 'Honor thy father and mother', and preached
‘solid for an hour.

*I was sent, one day, down a piece of highway to make contact with
2 Btn., Wolfhounds. We ran into reslstance at a bridge across & Btreanm
too big to wade. By the time we eliminated the opposition it was dark

80 we spent the rest of the night feeling our way down that road and

oLy GRSl 4T toreenl Aot b X oglociede L8 THTTL, ki
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Wto the target. We assembled about 300 yards from the rj where we were
screened by trees growing beside a small stream."
(Les Thomas) "Charley Co. was walking thru rice fields approaching
nearby hills and we were plenty apprehensive. They just HAD to be there.
We had Filipino helpers carrying ammo and they continued with us unfil
we were about two miles from the town of Pemlenta then, knowing the
Nips were close by, they took off. At first we didn't have too much
trouble. We dug in in front of a bamboo clump where Sgt. Moyer got it =~
he was the first shell shocked victim I'd ever seen. Nelther one of us
was hit by the shell but he was out. My ears were ringing and I noticed
our bamboo clump was gone. An enemy tank unit tried to get past us,
but we were extended south of the village and A and B Co.s got the
brunt of it - I wish we had been nearer to the road. A lot of arty
was trying to get into the act, and some of it did - point blank."
(File) "4s we started to move to the r} (road junction) a litter
jeep came tearing out of Pimienta heading west. Our approach was from
; the north on the stem of an inverted T. About—e kilometer-—west—of the
‘ r) the road went up a grade into a heavily wooded hill. The Jjeep
; disappeared into the woods
where 1t was met with a burst
of small arms fire. The
jeep popped back out of the
woods and came barrelling
back down to the Jjunction.
It was getting dark by that

time and the Btn. Hags. set

up a defensive perimeter at

One night a huge dJap convoy of tamks, infantty, and tpe stream. The rifle comp-
artillery _on its way to Umingan roared into a “hamlet
.Lalled Pemienta |, anies moved past the rj and

set up a position in the barrio of Pimienta. Sgt. Sessom's gun crew

(two 37 mm guns) went into a blocking position on the west side of the
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"rj. The road was bullt up on a causeway across the plain so the guns
/ﬂAwere below the road level - one on each side., A machine gun squad from
Dog Co. was attached to make a total of fourteen men in the block."

Orders were recelved from the CG, 25 Div., to continue the advance
to the east from the Agno River. The 1 Btn. proceeded cross-country to
Baligayan, and dispatched C Co. to Salvador for securing the Manila
Railrgad at that point. From Baligayan the 1 Btn. was then to Join
¢ Co., advance on Pemienta, and establish a road block to deny it of
enemy use from any direction. The 2 Btn., at Baligayan, was ordered to
prepare to reinforce the 1 Btn. The 2 Btn., released from I Corps
Reserve, was to assemble at Ballgayan.

With 75 Gueriillas of Squadron 269, the 1 Btn. moved to the r} 600
yards west of the parrio of Pemienta. This move was accomplished,
without making contact, at 1345, 29 Jan. 1945, A patrol of C Co.,
moving in advance of the Btn., detected an undetermined number of the
enemy inside the barrio about 1300. The balance of C Co. moved east
and at 1410, the forward eleménts started to receilve small arms and
"enee" mortar fire. Able Co. was ordered to envelop the left fiank,
and the company moved across a rice field 300 yards off the highway to
a wooded area, the only avallable terrain that could locally concéal
such a move. The attack jumped off and contlinued until 1750 at which
time 75 per cent of the village had been taken.

During the attack the enemy had employed flat-trajectory field pleces,
or dug in (hull down) tanks to fire point-blank at the lead elements
of A and C Co.s. At 180C this fire increesed in volume and was Jjoined
by more mortar fire.

Charley Co. formed a strong point on the south side of the road,
extending well into Pemienta and following a wood line. A Co. organized
on the north of the road, also extending about three quarters of the
way into the barrio. A block was placed on the east rosd, by two 37Tmm

guns, while a third AT gun was place in the B Sector, and another block
wrt Bp e oo yda. T T wesh s e village - Lemrd [F)5° . ann



the troops in the barrio began to receive intense fire from the dlrect-
ion of Umingan (east).. The character, of which, seemed to be 90mm
mortars and field pleces - 75mm size? For about five minutes thirty
rounds per min. fell in the area causing 15 casualtlies, mostly from

tree-bursts. After this concentration the fire became intermittent for

the next three hours.
50 MM GRENADE DISCHARGER, TYPE 89 (1928)
(File) "Shortly after sunset, 2000
hours, a full moon rose and we heard
tank engines to the west of us. When
they came down the hill from the trees

and started across the plain toward us

we could see them with field glasses -

” RANGE ADJUSTING KNCB

Jap infantry marched four abreast

down the road ahead of the motor col-

umn., The gun commander quietly gave

his fire order - 'Five rounds of can- TRIGGER —m

ister. Muffle your loading. Fire on
my command.' The breechblocks of the

two guns made a barely audible 'snick'

The 50 MM GRENADE DISCHARGER, TYPE 89 (1929)
Above at the right is shown the standard high explosive round.
‘The propelling charge is contained in the base of the shell and when |
I ignited expands the rotating band against the rifling of the tube, 1

as they were loaded and closed.

Japs had no scouts out, nor other 4
"soint protection, and they seemed to be completely unaware of any

American presence. The gun commander let them march in close formation
until they were almost between the guns before he called out 'Firel'

The two 37 mm's spewed out five rounds of deadly canister as fast as

the crews could pump them in. The Japs that were left retreated to

the vehicles and one of the tanks came down the road, feellng for our
bosition; but, the moon being -at our backs, he could not see us and

his fire went over our heads. When he got between our guns we shot

1nﬁo his underside and cooked his goose. 8Six more tried to pass the

first tank and got the same dose. Then the biggest tank I'd ever seen




“came down the road and our armor piercing bounced off like hail. As

1t pulled adjacent with
us, Miller, one of the
gunners, got dilsgusted
and climbed up on’ the
back of it. The hatch
was open and the tank

commander was standing

up with his head and

shoulders sticking out.

[ILESS HHd.ui
The Jap commander bumed to death n his sedan,
while his artillery , and armour piled up along the road o4 jammed the Nip's

behind__him . o
hgigrdown inside the hatch and then dropped a grenade down through

the hatch.. The explosion popped the Jap commander out like a toy; but,
the damned thiné kept rolling down the road till it got around a curvse

where i1t stopped. We could hear the Japs working on it and they finall
got 1§;started agaln and 1t rumbled off. Then the Nips unlimbered

prid

~ IR

their arty which they fired point blank in our direction - again, all
too high. We expended all our gun ammo and our rifle ammo was getting

low. A phone call from Btn. gave us the word, 'Hang on till daylight
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"'and we'll come and bring you home.' When daylight came (1/30) we
found the Nips had bypassed us on foot, leaving us with no casualties.
Jap confirmed losses
were 126 KIA, 7 tanks
destroyed, four 77 mm
field pileces and one 47
mm AT_gun abandoned and
26 vehicles destroyed.
Not a bad nights work!"
To meet and reinforce
the defense agalnst the
enemy column, from the
west, the A Co. CO‘shift—

ed his heavy guns, incl-

uding one M7, with a
105mm, to that direction and the combined effort halted the enemy.

the Japs then placed three 10 cm howitzers in the rice field, echel~-
oned 100 yards on the left side of the road, brf%ing point blank fire

on the Wolfhound positions. Groups of the enemy made "Sanzai" charges

until nearly 0430, 30 Jan., at which time the remaining Nips withdrew,

apparently taking their wounded with them. Flanking fire from the M7
” ¥ 1n the vicinity of the

Btn. CP, 60 mm and 81 mm
mortar fire, and erty
were brought upon the
enemy until the end of
the engagement at 0430.
It was later found
that elements of the Jap

2 Tank Div. had been

so all that was left of a once mi htg force was engaged. It was, also,

- smoking wreckage, and nutilated flesh . n Tomo felt the Jap 10 Div. was
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cve
Uningan
Following the road block action at Pemienta the 0G, 25 Div., assigned

the 27th Inf. the mission: "Block SanQuintin - Umingan Road with one
reinforced co. Attack Umingan from the northwest following an air
strike and arty preparation."

Charged with the defense of Umingan was a Jap force,totalling nearly
500)composed of elements of the 2 Qo., 63 Inf.; the 3 Btn. and Heavy
Machine gun - AT Co. of the 26 Independent Mixed Rgt.; and the 1 Btn.
Mobile Inf. of the 2 -Armrd. Div. The enemy had prepared fortified pos-
itions against an attack from any direction with gun emplacements
situated to shift to concentrate their firepower.

The Wolfhound CO, Col. Buchanan, directed that all Btns. send combat
and recon patrols into the area to destroy enemy immediate io our
forces, find a suitable roadblock site, and determine the enemy's
locatlion and strength. It was determined that Umingan was held in force
and the strongest positions were on the'fringes of the village. At
2400, 31 Jan. 1945, orders were issued for the 1 Btn. to attack from
the west, 3 Btn. from the north and was to be conected with the Cacti
Rgt. blocking the exits from Umingan. '

(Phil File) "Two kilometers past Pimienta was the town of Umigan, to

the east, whlch we suspected was being heavily fortified by the Nips.

I was detalled to recon.
the town and get an est-
imate of the force we
could anticipaté meeting.
I had a somewhat mixed
group for the Jjob.  Filve
of my own men plus a

lieutenant sent along to

learn the trade and some

M’I/H(/ wll

At ‘
) Rutherfoord — 45

-t R e ivili ho k th
-7 grond  O.Ps tred to spot enemy gun positions. - viiidns who wnew the
town. Moving out shortly



" after dark I quickly lost faith in the scout dog. I could smell a
Jap but the dog didn't alert us until the Nip started moving about.
The moon was rising, but this time in our faces, which was bad because
it blinded us while making us visible to anyone watching from town.
When we got as close to the village as I thought prudent, I had the.
lieutenant form a defensive perimeter with my five men and the dog

handler. I took the two civilians and eased my way into town. The Nips

- _had positions and covering tanks dug in under houses. They were, also,
dismantling the bridge across the creek on the north side of town.
Outside one of the houses we came upon a man, a woman and two teen-age
girls who had just been stabbed and/or bayoneted. The two girls were
still alive but too far gone for me to help. Hearing moans from the
house, I climbed the stairs to have a look, When I pushed open the
door, the moon shone on a scene I wlll never forget. There, lying on
the floor, was a boy about 10 or 11 years old. The Japs had run a
knife, or bayonet into his hands splitting his palms out between his
finger bones. Kneeling beslide him was another boy about four with a
pan of water bathing the older boys face. I had the two civilians with
me carry them back to our aid statlion. I wandered around the town for
about an hour and then rejolned my group. When I reported back to the
CP I was told that a patrol from the 35 Rgt. had gone into the town
and reported the place evacuated. The decision was made to plan on
that report. The attack was soon bogged down. Baker Co. especlally
got chewed up by machine gun fire from the left flank. When I mentlon-
ed that I had probably seen that gun being dug in the night before, I
was detalled to go knock it out. It was just where I thought it was
and, after knocking it out, I took a short cut back to the CP and
spotted a Nip telephone wire lald into a clump of bamboo. Following 1it,
I came upon a Jap officer and an enlisted man directing arty fire. The
officer had a beautiful sword which I intend to piace in the Div.
museum. He also had a good silver pocket watch (Juvenia Chronometer).

b Rrteo o n T Tt pller pipich T Corrimd 0Tk Mg Tt Dl
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T “from shell burst stopped it five years later in Korea." '

To prevent enemy reinforcement from San QJuintin, the 2 Btn. was dir-

ected to cut the Umingan-San Quintin Road with one relnforced co. The

remainder of the Btn. reverted to Rgtl. reserve, prepared to support

the attack of elther of the assault Btn.s
At 1030, 1 Feb., B-25's made a low level attack on Umingan, but

the greater part of their load fell in the center of the town and not

o

«

on the fringes where it

was needed. The air str-
ikes were followed up by

an arty preparation and

the 1 and 3 Btn.s started
their advance across the
ad)acent open fields.

The 1 Btn advanced with

Baker Co. on the north

The 27% dug its positions before Umingan, and C Co. on the south -

‘while  Pipet Cubs studied the situation,
abreast. Initially, A Co.

remained in reserve. The advance moved within 250'yds. of the village,
without opposition, but when the arty was lifted they were lmmediately
pinned by intense rifle
and machine gun fire.
Troops were in the open .
wilth no cover other than
shallow irrigation ditches
glx to twelve inches in
depth. The Rgtl. CO, Col.
David Buchanan, was woun-

ded by sniper fire and the

EO, L/Col. Conway Chrsti- = -
» L y The alr strike was a grand sight from our side

anson, assumed command of the line,



Self-propelled cannon, machline gun, and mortar fire were employed

but the advance had gone to ground. Casualties were heavy and evac-
uation across the open rice filelds was extremely hazardous.

(File) "Four American tanks came up to help with the push, but a few
enemy arty rounds fell nearby and the tank co with drew his machines.
Directed to filll a gap between Baker énd Charley Co.s I entrusted my
souvenlr saber to one of the truck drivers. 1 got a cage of rifle

grenades and a launcher and spent the rest of the day chucking rifle

grenades into Jap positions."

Able Co. (less one platoon in Btn. reserve) was ordered to envelop
from the north, and after overcoming heavy resistance, one platoon
% reached the western edge of the town. +‘his platoon made contact with
E the north flank of Baker Co., and B and C co.s attempted to advancg.
This was measured in yards and A Co., meeting an extension of the resist-

ance, dispatched a platoon to recon for a route into Umingan via a

nearby creek bed. This proved to be a gzood avoroach and.nainc affentiva
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1. &. 1lst Ban:®
Eoll present positions. 4t down, 2 Fob 45, probo enemy posi-
tions ot various points. Iake no genoral Atk. Be prepered
to move right flank Fwd whon 3d Bn 35th Inf makes c¢ontact
ond poves Pwd. During probing do not move in more that 1
Yds. Mo harassing fires during night 1-2 Feb. Send et
least 1-3q Co 4 to (B.2-1i.f.) :

b. 34 Bn:
usrty and mortar preparction on N part of HLWCALLBASAN at
}J‘715. Follow properation clasely w/Inf htk. Then this
point is sucured fire irty cnd mortars on SE part of bar-
rio cnd follow closely w/2-Co's of Inf. -
RESTRAINING LING: Extension of N Line (E to W) thru ¥ of
conutery. '

¢. Aarty lreparation (8th and 9@th Fi Bns):
Durction: 3 Ilin.
Rate : 2 Rds por zun per liin.

d. 2d Bn: : '
lkke reconnaissance for utk in 5¢,Qf Yd gap betwecn lst and
33 Bns. Bo propared to move to assembly zree in vicinity
of gap., ¥ action until 3d Bn hos soized 2d Obj.

x. L7's end Tks atchd Bus will bo in Ros.
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4.

Bt

B/6.5 Engr: ‘Construct rocd from BARAT to AMAROHAY, and be pro-
pared to assist edv of 1/27 and 3/27.

(1) Thore will be no artillery or wortar firing during air
strike, . .

(2) At 1fFF sharp, 1 Fob, front line markers will be dis-
played by &ll front line units down to squads ond indi-
vidual gun prsitions, and will be continuously displayed
while advencing during air strike. Officers will check
that nothing resénmbling werkers are displayed in rear of
actual front lines. Lny color panels, white towels, or
undershirts mzy bc used. G.Co will display panels at
1}2%0’ so as to best designate arca occupiocd. '

(3) In essembly areas cnd during advence from assembly areas
and LD, moximum extension in deployment will be observed.

C/25 Med: (57.28-27.9%)
Fwd Lmmo DP:  (69.1¢-28.44)
Other Supply Installations: U> Chango.

[

b.

Dist:

Bns will lay wire behind advance. SCR 352‘,@5 end 694 radios in
Regtl Net will open ot F745 for check.

CE/27: (57.38-27.99)
08/27: To be reported.
Units report locations oc¢ Cls.

] - : BUCHLNAN
S Commanding
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PLYEE
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fire-and-movement, A Co. worked its way north around the enemy flank
and into town.

An attempt was made to utilize the attached medulm tanks; however,
the boggy conditi:n of the rice paddies restricted tank movement to the
roads and they were covered by five AT guns of the enemy.

Meanwhile, 3 Btn. was attacking from the north and Item Co. moved out

to secure a Btn. assembly area at Barat and to block the road from
Buenavista. The Btn. closed on Barat and awaited the air strike.
Afterwards, Love Co. crossed the DL and advanced south toward the barrio
of Nancalabasan. Within 150 yds., small arms and mortar fire were
recelved, and as the fire became more intense the company became pinned
down. Arty was brought down on the enemy's mortars, near Abalos, and
by 1500 L Co. resumed the attack. K Co. was positioned on Love Co.'s
west flank and medium tanks were brought in on the east. Item Co.
secured the supply route; but, at 1800, the push was stopped and the
Btn. dug in for the night. During the night of 1-2 Feb., Phillp F.
Lindeman, of the 161 Rgt., assumed command of the Wolfhounds.

{Tony Crnko) "We approached and attacked Umingan's main defenses at
0930. We were supporte§ by our heavy 81 mm mortars and the town was
supposedly taken easily; but, we suffered heavy loses, In Mike Co. We
had 1 ¥Platoon attached to K Co. and 2 Platoon to L Co. We had KIA,
Cpl. Kennedy and WIA were Perrine, Hansom, and Porter. Thls was our
first major battle."

(Les Thomas) "At Umingan there was no real cover and, what little
there was, it was provided only by irrigation ditches. Col. Buchanan
was hit and Col. Lindeman was assigned to the Rgt. the next day. Most
of the shelling was over the Jap lines - so, they had to fight. Small
parachute bombs helped us somewhat. This was the fight where the Jap
infantry really tried to save their tanks."

(Ernie Lucas) "On, or about 31 Jan., we were on the outskirts of

Umingan. Later that evenlng everyone was 1ln thelr proper position and



4 at dus%néé>iaid doﬁéAa shoﬁ of forcé‘witﬁ our fire power and it waé ouﬁm
of thls world. The Japrs knew we were there and our CC wanted them to
KnowWw we were coming ir. The next morning, Lt. Kaza sent Lucero and
me out on our right flanx to make contact with two 35 Rgt. men - out
on their left flank. They wanted to be sure we (the 27th and 35th Regts. )

were in proper position. After going abcut a half mile, we spotted the

two Americans coming out of some trees a guarter mile away. We signalled

Looe

Figura 61.—Model 97 (1937) spacial medium tank, with elongated tutret 1o mownt long-barraled 47-mm tank gun.

"each other and stopped and laid down behind a levee looking toward
Umingan waiting to be signalled in. We relaxed and started talking and
just then B-25's - 50 feet up - opened up with their fifties. We did
not hear them until the moment they were on top of us and it really
scared the poop out of us. We rolled on our backs and looked up and
waved - feeling good at what they were doing to the Nips.

"We were then waved in and started the move to the left outskirt
of the village. They set the Ald Station up and put the Assault Flatoon
nearby. Wwe had no one call for us so we became litter bearers &nd
bringing your buddles in is a mighty tough Jjob. One of the casualties
vie brought in was Gen. Brown - he was dead when we put him on’the

stretcher. It was a long, sad day and the Job wasn't finisnel yet.

“"The next morning, Item Co. called for the Assault Platoon because
they had found some Japs, well dug in, in a deep wooded draw, or ravine.
Jim McClinch (better known as Jungle Jim) had crawled to the edge and

got in a small shell hole trying to spot where they were. Everytime



he faised hié heaa.he drew their fire.r He éfuck his head Qp égainvaﬁAMFm
“Zing" down it went. Someone yelled ' Jinm's been hit!' and another
yelled *Where?''and then Jim called back in a clear voice 'In the headl'
The bullet had hit him high on the forehead, zlpving over his head
cutting a gash from front to back. He plowed the ground like a mole

and came out of his hole and back to the Ald Statlon. He made it 0.X.

suggested we throw a 35 1b. satchel
charge in before Timmo ({3

"Kaza looked over the terrain and

pltn., I Co.) went in.

We did this by pushing
ourselves up close on our
backs and we pulled the
lighter on our dual fuse
and, while still on our

backs, counted - one, two,

three, and all four hands

but_the collecting station did its best To ease them. heaved into the draw.

The thick brush must have caught the fuse and pulled it out of the caps.

They finally got a M7 up close enough to fire three rounds and Timmo's

men went firing into the position. The Nips fled out the other end and
were all killed; but, I Co. lost Timmo, Pop Behner, and McCarley in about

30 seconds. With a little more mopping up Umingan was secure."

Information wasrreééivéé that on 2 Feb. 3/35 Iﬁf; Q;uid attack
Umingan from the south and that 2/35 would attack from the southeast.
Thérefore 1/27 Inf. was ordered to maintain pressure on the enemy to
its front, contact 3/35 and coordinate an attack with them. Contact
was made with 3/35, by Able Co., 2Tth, ;but, no resistance was elimin-
ated confronting 1/27. The Wolfhounds relleved 3/35, and Col. Lindeman
ordered 2/27 to advance from the northwest. By 1760, the 2 Btn. had
entered the village and then received further orders to secure the

west, north and southern sectors. the 1 Btn. was directed to attack
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from the center toward the southwest and, after B and C Co.s bypassed

the enemy to their east, the attack was launched at 1800. 1In the 3 Btn.

area an attack was

made to the south and
contact was made with 22
35 Inf. Night was
approaching and, since
none of the roads into
Umingan were yet open-
ed, supplies were loa-

ded on two self-prop-

Rethes fosrd ~45

1lled guns which forc- N 3 ) ; .
but we could not fully appreciate its devastation until

ed their way into the Wwe entered the fown after a bloody battle .

village. One of the mounts brought out wounded, on the return trip,
while the other stayed in town to blast enemy resistance in the western

sector.

(Phil File) "We finally secured the town; but, our losses were heavy
and needless. The 2 Btn. had attacked from the north and their EQ was
killed at the bridge site I had inspected the night before. Ferhaps

my report had sounded rather improbable."

R T G SRR

The morning of
3 Feb., the 1 Btn.
continued reduction
of the enemy in the

western sector, and

the removal of dem-
olitions from the
bridge on the San

Leon Hwy. opened this

he language Secrion can not be praised too highly , for the route for traffic.
information it supplied through its expert interrogation of prisoners
and its translation of captured enemy documents was invalvable. In the north sector
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enemy pillboxes continued to 1mpéde the southern advance of the 3ABtn.
Rifle grenades and mortars and bazookas were ineffective against these
emplacements, so medium tanks were used to complete the reduction.
Remalning enemy were mopped up and the town was organized for defense -
1 Btn. 1n the west sector and 3 Btn. in the north.

(Ernie Lucas) "We moved into the main part of Umingan where the new
CP was, but I can't recall just how long we were there. A day or so
later we were lying around when a young Filipino man walked up, snapped
to attention, saluted, ahd said 'I am Pvt. Fabio T.Cabeguin and I would
like to talk to your commanding officer.'. He sat down and walted after
we told him Kaza would be back soon from a briefing. We talked to him
and found he was a Filipino soldier,yattached to the U.S.Arty on
Battaan before the war and he was looking for an Arty outfit to join;
He asked what unit we were and we explained our duties and he liked it.
Kaza returned, talked with him and then took him to Btn. HQ. When they
returned we had a new member in the Assault Platoon. Fablio spoke some
Japanese plus several dialects of his own language. He had been a Jap
prisoner for six months and had been to a Jap langugge school. He had

been shot at while smuggling food and cigarettes to American prisoners

in Manila and had a wife and small baby in Manila."

From Umingan the Wolf-
hounds were ordered to
proceed to the poblacion
of San Jose, located at ‘
the south end of the foot-|

hills of the Caraballo

Mountalns. At this time
there were many small .

bands of enemy stragglers

trying to recontact their

. *
units en route to the Balete Pass-Santa Fe area from a general area in



