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5 B R E T
OPERATIONS L.iZ:ORAKDULL) ' HELDQUARTERS
s Twcn'l:y—uoventh I}yf uory
NUMBER F4) . UMINGLN, 2 I.4 M%b,,gﬁ/
e

MAPS: LUZON 1:50000.

1. It is cxpected thet within 48 Hrs 1 of 3 pro-
jected Opns will b% launc‘md by the 27th Infs

P P
e

N 6. Assist the 35th Inf in Ltk on LI[PA,O//
b. If the 35th Inf seizes LU0 prior to
our move, pess thru the 35th Inf and Roinf the 16lst Inf in a 2-
Regt Atk on SAK ISIDRO. If such is the case, the 27th Inf will
operate in the hills in the left sector.
¢. By-pass the 35th Inf, by-pass the 16lst

Inf, and establish as assenbly arce I of Su.NTO NINO on the extreme
right (S) of the 25th Div sector.

2. llovement from present positions in ULIINGAN
will be in order of¢
zd Ba (4dv Gd,) Adv Regtl c&, 3d Bn.
(Bns w/u.ttachments )

3. 1st Bn (w/50 Guorrillas Atchd) is dosignated
as 25th Div Res and will: :

. &. Tith 1-Co relicve Co F as Div CP Gd.
- b. With l-2lat relieve Co G as local
sceurity of 9@th Fi Bn.
¢. Loavo Co 4 at LA PFAZ. '
—~ d. Upor withdrawal of 3d Bn from present
position, block UMINGAN from the .
e. Continue to patrol to the N and B

4. Road Ren of hill-mass S and E of SAN ISIDRO

(vicinity of M‘LAHGOL) cuthorized for 24 Ba.

LINDEMAN

Comnending
OFFICILL: )’q N
Pu¥NE

3-3

Dist: ,»Spcc ial

SRl C-OM-iii



the vicinity of Cabanatuan. Also, there were bands of sulcide infiltr-

ation units in the area surrounding San Jose.
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_ Digdig Riyggwléyg a;ong the slopes of the Caraballo Mts. and is the

Highway 5 was the only road of feasible supply for the retréatiﬁg
enemy or for any offensive operations in that direction by U.S. forces.

After the sharp turn east of San Jose, Highway 5 follows the Talavera-

only north-south road conecting the Cagayan Valley with the Central

Plains. 1Initial instructions, from Div. HS, directed only strong
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Init: = éc/f/c

pate: 6 Feb 45

S ECRET
OPERATIONS HEMOLRAWDUM) HEADQUARTERS

: Twenty-Seventh Infemtry

NUMBER F5) SAN JOSE p93g ;.é)@a A8

MAPS: LUZOW 1. 50000.

1, »1/27/(131}' Res as of 1650, A1 rfeb;45§
Move by foot to AGRICULIURAL SCHOOL; billeting party to Rpt to @-1,
25th Div, st school gate at P9¢d., -

2 2/27 (2/n /27, 2/0n/27, 1-Plat Cml Mortars Atchd):

a Consolidate positions and send out limited probing patrols.
b Establish new 0P; Rpt location.

¢ (Consolidate Co G.

d Fire on targets of opportunity w/hrty and mortars.

D,

3 W’!. fz (8/a1/27, 3/cn/27, 1-plat Cul Morters, 5f Guerrillas Abohd):
a& By probing patrols determine enemy strength on Hill between
Co's F and K. After bombardment of cnomy's positions send
probing patrols to determine remaining enemy resistance.
Weekeon oncmy resistance by M7 and morbtar fire. With smoke
screen movement into position of M7's and 4.2" Cml Mortars.
b Conmtiduc to oeccupy hill hold by Co K (Lt Yatost) Plat.
¢ lovo reoar Plat of Co K to position oscupicd by Co X.
d Orgsnize dofonsc of SAN JOSE using 2-Cots. Maintain River
Block at (84.,1¢-g6.48.)
4 Cn/27:

Contact Co/§/27 and adviso rogarding bombardment of hill, Use
rcmainder of: Co if desired.

LINDEMAN
Commending
OFFICIAL: ;))\;_-A,,-.
PAYNI
5~3

No Incl.
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Auth; CG. 2‘5 DiV

Init: /5L

Dato; 12 Fob 45

OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM) HEADQUARTERS
: . Twenty~Seventh Infantry
NUMBER F6) . San Josc 18#4 12 Feb 45

MAPS: LUZON 1:50000
1 2/27 (2/a1/27, 2/cn/27, 2-Plat's D/98th oml Atchd):

a (1) Patrol E bank of TALAVERA R.
(2) pPatrol to the E and Roar of present CP to LIZZIE
and roturn via Hwy 5.
b Relieve Co K by 1g¢#, 13 Feb 45.
¢ Mop-up possible onemy in supply erce on W side cf Hwy #5.

2 3/27 (3/A1/27, 3/Cn/27, S§ Guorrillas Atchd):

a CoK:
(1) patrol 1f#F vds N elong W side of Ewy #5.
(2) Upon relief by 2/27 rcturn to SAN JOSE.

3  D/96th Cml.

o 2-platts Atehd 2/27.
b 1l-pPlat Rogtl Res in SAN JOSE.

~ LINDEMAN
Commanding

OFFICIAL: £ A va
iy R

Tpiie
-3

No Incl.

Dist: €O 24 Bn, CO 3d Bn, CO Co D 96th Cml Bn.
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P ST,
Luths CG 2 QJV
Init:

Date: 13 Feb 45

HEADQUARTERS
Twenty~Sevonth Inﬂgn;4y

San Josg/lg Fepru&:y//s
B Cif

o

FIELD ORDER

e

WUMBER 7
MiPS: LUZOW 1350000; 4EKIAL PHOTO 1:95¢F.

1 a Enemy Situation: See reproduction of captured Jap mep.
b (1) 35 sccures linc CABU-BONGABON-RIZAL.
(2) 161 seccurés line BOULDERS-HORSESHOE HILL-UMINGAN-LA PaZ <
end protects supply route and installations, maintains
OP's on high ground W of Hwy 5, and establishes contact
w/%Zd Div on N.
~ (3) 1/27 is Div Res Vic AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL.
(4) ¢/775/Tx is Div Res Vic SaN JOSE. .
2 27 (- 1/27) (p/98/Cml itchd)'s
(1) Continue to exert pressure on Jap forces defending CA- =
GAYAN VALLEY Road.
(2) Secure line MT M&NGCOLOBOK-MT BOLOKBOK.

3 o 2/27 (2/iT/27, 2/Cn/27, 2-Plat's/D/98/Cul itchd):

(1) Send probing pombat patrols in N within sector, locate
enemy positions, and sholl w/hortars and Arty, select new
positions to the N; and if possible to occupy without a
major Atk, move Fwd and organize them.

(2) Mop-up enemy stragglers within security patrol sector.

s’/ 7,,( Co K, Regtl Ros? ;zfp

b (3/4T/27, 3/Cn/27, 5§ Guerrillas Atchd):
” Continue to occupy present positions, defend SAN JOSE, and
prevent enemy stragglers from escaping to the N.

(2) Mop-up enemy stragglers within security patrol sector.

(3) Send daily motor patrol consisting of guerrillas and sol-
diers to inquire of civilians location of enemy stragglers,
ond. investigate reports.

(4) 1-Riflo Plat w/I&R/27 3-day patrol to PAMPANGA R.

¢ lkine Plat/hT/Z?. Furnish local security for 8th FA Bn.
d AT/%?- Furnish local sccurity for 9fth Fi Bn.

e Regtl Res: K/27, Cn/27-, D/98/Cml-.

£ I&R/27 (1-Plat 3/27 itchd)s

(l) Ren to PLHPANGA R and establish block Vic (98 7-19.3. )
(3-dey mission.)
(2) Ron hill-mass Vie (87.5-21.6;) establish OP if possible.

4 Yo change.

5 & Index 1-3 to SOI becomés offective gEFl, 15 Feb 45.
b  Regtl CP - SA4il JOSE School.

-~

LINDEM:N
Comme.nding
OFFICIAL )\x{,u N—.
PLYNE - . T C-OF-xi

§-3
Dist: Special



proolng acLlON GEeSlENEd TO CHUBE LIE SUClMy LU SAPGUL ULE PUSDLWLLLLY
of & general asttack to fix his strength near the southern end of the
valley. Later a general attack to the north would be ordered; however,
the initial mission of the Wolfhounds consisted of a strong threat to
the enemy - only. The 2 Btn. was ordered to fBrm the Finding Force for
the Rgt.; and, on 10 Feb., the Btn., with Fox Co. leading, moved out

to the east.

(Les Johnson) "Sometime, in Feb., we began to enter the Cagayan
Valley Jjust north of Sah Jose. Our platoon, after preliminary arty,
crossed an irrigation canal and were to sleze a small hill mass bounded
by & river on our right and Hwy. 5 on our left. Summer's squad was on
the right and I had Moriss's squad on the left and all were in & skirm-
ish line. My squad was to gulde on Summer's. Jenkin's squad was to »
our rear in support. Nearing the base of one of the hills we began to
receive fire but kept on moving. It appeared that someone had accld-

ently shot Felderhof -

our assistant squad lead-
er. Wnile this was going _”, . Q%g -
on I noticed we had lost ' Y ol -
contact with Summere and
that his left man was in
effect part of my squad
and had become my left
hand man. I dropped back

and reported and was told

to keep moving by Stewart.

We moved on with & veng- "Bﬁddieal"
ence - killing four of the Les Johnson and George Walsh .

enemy 1n the process. When free of enemy fire, Pvt. Willlams and I,

with the wire man from Hgs. Co. laylng wire (Chaidez), started up the

"trail to the summit with the rest of the gquad on our heels. We




‘““posted security as 1t began to get dark and dug in. The rest of the
platoon came up after dark. Next day I found out we were on the wrong
- - - hill. During the next

T
T

% A . couple days the first pl-
atoon tried to take the
" 17 ; ' proper hill and got clobb-

, — _ ered. KIA were Cook,

.

Gaudia, Jacques, and S/Sgt.
Sartori. We got the Job -

B % iﬁ“rd s S il 'Wa; of cleaning this thing up
il ,,,,,,,//”’/- i Belh and we picked up weapons

—_— - k g :

T s : and the dead. W1llliams

The Wolfhounds began their drive up Hwy. 5 ’ I handled Sartori We

got the Chaplain in a visit in his jeep with his assistant and, as we
prepared to bury them, the Chaplain's aésistant got sick and threw up in
the ditch. On the day we got the wrong hill, Capt. Koontz, our CO of
Fox Go., was on & personal recon and had gotten himself pinned down off
Hwy. 5 and his bodyguard, Big Traln Brennan, came beck to find anyone
from F Co. to Help spring him. Brennan ran into my squad and I was not
too keen to leave my\squad without an order. (A good excuse.) Brennan
said I had shit on my neck and, since he was two freight tralns bigger
than me, I had to agree. Somehow I plcked up a man by the name of Mears
from elther the first, or secondplatoon, and he and I crawled up the
diteh along Hwy. 5. Mears ducked under the fence wire and I followed.
As we got thru the wire I looked down & decline and saw two Japs about
twenty yards away, each behind a small tree aiming thelr rifles at Mears
and just ready to fire. I emptled a c¢lip from my M1 at them and Mears
scrambled back up to the road. I think we got both Japs but didn't
hang around for an autopsy. Our distraction was apparently enough to
free Capt. Koontz. When I got back to the squad Stewart was there and a

1ittle irked with my absence - I was forglven when he learned the detalls
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posted security as it begén.to get dark énd dug in. The rest of the
pletoon came up after dark. -Next day I found out we were on the wrong
hill. During the next couple days the first platoon tried to take the
proper hill and got clobbered. KIA were Cook, Gaudia, Jacques, and
S/Sgt. Sartori. We got the job of cleaning this thing up and we picked
up weapons and the dead. Williams and I handled Sartori. The Chaplaini
had come up in a jJeep with hls asslistznt and, as we prepared to btury -
them, theChaplain's assistant got sick and threw up in the ditch. On
the day we got the wrong hill, Capt. Xoontz, our CO of Fox Co., was on
a personal recon and had gotten himself pinned down off Hwy. 5§ and his
bodyguend, Big Train Brennan, came back to find anyone from F Co. to
helr spring him. Brennah fan into my scued and I was not too keen to
leave my sguad without order. (A good excuse.). Brennan szld I had shit
on my neck and, since he was two freight trains bigger than me, I had
to agree. Somehow I picked up a man by the name of Mears from either
the first, or second platoon, and he and I crawled up the ditch along
Hwy. 5. Mears ducked under the fence wire and I followed. As I got
thru the wire I iooked down a decline and saw two Japs about 20 yds.
away, each behind & small tree alming their rifles at Mears and just
ready to fire. 1 emptied a clip from my M1 at them and Mears scrambled
back up to the road. I think we got both Japs but didn't hang around
for an autopsy. Our distraction was apparently enough to free Capt.
Koontz. When I got back to the squad Stewart was there and a little
irked wlth my absence - I was forglven when he learned the details.

“"A FO, Lt. Klebel, or Kieboe, 8th FA, and two enlisted men blundered
out to our front and the Lt. got kit in the gut. The EM got out and
came running back crying so the co. clerk and myself crawled out and
snaked him into a defilade position where we sulfa'd and bandaged him.
He was a big man and the clerk (Henry?) and myself attemted to make a
litter with our rifles and the Lt.'s jacket so we could move him. We

got him to the highway ancé the clerk wrenched hle knee when we were



"fiped on end he hit the ditch. We stayed there until things quieted

down. It seemed like a sefe place. We finally got him on my back and,

while the clerk carried the rifles, we got him back to the ald station

neer the irrigation canal. Through the whole thing the Lt. was wopried

about his wallet - 1t was in his jacket all the time."

(Phil File) "The Wolfhounds contlnued to advance across the Central
Luzon Plain. gortunatély, it was the dry season and ve were able to
travel right across the rice flelds. We moved south down Highway 5
to the Central Luzon Agricultural School where was fought what was
called "The fifty-eight tank mistake".. Just south of the school, about
500 yds., was the barrio of Munoz. ~The Alamo Scouts had searched Munoz
and declared the barrio clear of any enemy troops. Our First Btn.®
took up positions and relaxed. As soon as 1t got dark, thgﬂiabs tried
to break out to the north. Fifty-elght tanks ‘camé throtgh the position.
There was one M7 (self-propelled 1OSmm5 with the foot troops and it
fought untll it was knocked out. The troops wsréjable-to'delay‘the

Nips until a Black Dragon (8 in. howitzer) btry.#movlng‘den;the
. w | SCON

“ie

highway, was able to unlimber and start firing at the tanks at point

blank range. Because the tanks were betweén the guns and our own
troops the arty was firing unfuzed ammo. At ranges from fifty ft. to
2C0 yds., the howltzers didn't need to fix fuzes. The 8 in. project-
iles were whipping the tanks upside down, golng through both sides,
kgocking turrets completely off, starting fires and generally greating
havoc. Wwhen daylight came about 300 yds. of highway and adjécent
paddles were littered with‘the smoking hulks of the 58 tanks of the

enemy. It looked like some agile arsonist had a field day in Honest

John's recycling parts emporium."



e
The 1 Btn., Wolfhounds, was in reserve, at the Ag School, while the

2 Btn. moved north towards Rosaldo. On 10-11 Feb., Fox Co. reached
Rosaldo, about 5 miles northeast of San Jose, and contact was made with
an undetermined number of Japs. An attack supported by arty enabled

the company to seize the high ground overlooking the Talavera River.

From the west, King Co. was assigned the mlsslon of clearing the enemy
from north of Hwy. 5 west of the sharp bend at the Talavera River. After
this was accomplished F and K Co.s were ordered to attack north and

south respectively, and on 14 Feb., the two companies Jjoined. E Co.

then relieved F and G relieved K. The 3 Btn. occupiled and secured San

Jose. The Wolfhounds would exert pressure on enemy forces north of

Rosalado and east of Hwy. 5
to prevent withdrawl of en-
emy elements northwestward.
They would, also, be in a
position to launch a frontal

attack northward. Two other

routes were also possible,

those belng two narrow trails

one to the northwest and one

Fiom Potlan Bridge we could see a fire fight betwée
to the northeast, into the  mMen of the 27% and a pocket of Japs who had
been cut off , but were tying to break out of their trap .

Caraballo Mts. While the
Wolfhounds two sister regiments cleared the approachs on both flanks,
the 27th maintained pressure directly northward.

- On 15 Feb., Easy Co. was ordered to patrol as far north as Lumboy.
With their right flank screened by Btn. Intel., the combat patrol moved
north and contacted an enemy reinforced platoon south of Lumboy. George
Co. was then ordered to seize Lumboy Bridge intact and put a block on
the highway. '

In the next week, 21 Feb., the 1 and 2 Btns. were assligned three

objectives,in this immediate phase to attak the Caraballos;and, on
'Z/ M«-’M-\@’- W-W-: i&%\ A'Mr celze and hnld the first two
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Japanese army’s last pud\u of resistance
in the Philippines.

By Tracy L. Derks

dday-of foundrylike heatin
i mmol( “ompany By 27|n

US. NAVAL HISTORICAL GENTER

fount:
wunhigl

e

k.nkn\\ \k‘kfkl‘l\(‘\ CONCR nth“’(jk]
around a series of _foxholes
manned w uh light @nd heavy
machine wuns: These Japane:

strongpoints commanded the
assy:hillsides along the castern edges of Roure 3, while
to the west of the two-lane foad, the wooded slopes
were laced with intricate defenses. The Japanese meant
to contest every step of the 25th Division’s advance up
Route 5 to Balete Pass, the gateway to the Cagayan
Valley and che rear of the Imperial Japanese Army:.

The Gls of the 27th Regiment, veterans of Guadal-
canal, had no illusions about the cost of taking this
high ground. Looking through the shimmering heat
toward the flashes of enemy gunfire, the soldiers ac-
cepted that they were in a meat grinder, slugging away
in a forgotten tropical hell just to keep alive—and to
keep their buddies alive. As Private “Ace” Barton of
Company B recalled: “You feared not kéeping up your
end of things worse than you feared death.... There was
always some guy that would have the guts to get upand
0, and you felt compelled to follow him!”

Staff Sergeant Raymond H. Cooley of Company B
was such a man. With his squad pinned down under
that curtain of machine-gun fire, Cooley crawled for-
ward and eliminated a machine-gun nest with a well-
placed grenade. He then continued his solitary advance,
scrambling his way toward a second automatic weapon
that was Iaymg down a vicious fire. He dropped
grenades down “spiderholes” he came across, easing the
p()undmg his unit was takma with each Japanese sol-
dier he killed.

Spurred by Cooley"s attack, men from his platoon
charged forward to hielp as the sergeant neared the re-
maining machine-gun nest. Cooley readied another
grenade, waiting to whip it into the enemy emplace-
ment at the last possible moment. Before he could
throw the grenade, six Japanese soldiers scrambhled from
undetected lairs to attack his squad.

Cooley had'no time to find a new target. His men,
locked in hand-to-hand combat with thL enemy, were
all around him. He could not get rid of the grenade
without blasting them. Mere seconds before the ex-
plosion, Cooley clutched the grenade to his bady and
turned away from the fight.

The grenade slammed chunks of searing metal into
Cooley’s belly and ripped off his right hand. His ex-
posed bowels poured out of the wounds in his stomach
as blood ran from his destroyed wrist. But his sacrifice
saved the squad; not one of Cooley’s men was killed in
the melee that had cost the sergeant so dearly.

The men, mpany B exploi

hadlpunched through the Japériese

es: His squad rolled
1A

ed the hole Cooley -

Left: Troops of

the 25th “Tropic
Lighiming” Infano~
Division moe
toweanrd Santa Fe,
Luzon, on fune 1.
1945. By seizing
Santa Fe, the 25th
cut off Japanese
General Tomovuki
Yamashita's supply
lincs. ending Japa-
nese vesistance i the
Philippines. Above:
A soldier of the
1615t Regimental
Combat Team
(RCT), 25th Divi-
sion, on alevt for
Japanese toops in
the hills of Luzon in

March 1945.
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@% Tree Hill*,

he Wart [

his army atrer he had determined thar the
American forces would concentrare their
main attack on Route 5. The road ran
from the south, over the mountain range
and through i defile called Balete Tass,

[
the rear of hisiiiin,.

directly ineo Antic-
ipating that move, the genéral deploved
his 10th Division invdefensive strong-
points along the maintain-jungle road.

Yamashita would ultimately b proved
correct in his prediction of American
moves, but anly after the Sixth Army
had exh: 13 el ies other oprions. Gen-
eral l\lLlL‘”Ll’ had only the 33rd, 32nd
and 2 visions with which to reduce
,1L|'.~ stronghold. Krueger had en-
dsending the 33rd inro the west-
egion of the mountains, aiming at
Sarmy heddguarters ag Baguie:
That plan was soon reduced 1o a hald:
ing action because the terrain and the
enemy’ defenses kept the 33rd Division
from achicving decisive results.

Next, the Americans shifted their at-
tention southeast of the Baguio front,
attempting to strike over the tortuous
Villa Verde Trail to the crossroads town
of Santa Fe. Scizure of Santa Fe would
have secured the head of the Cagayan

Valley and cut Yamashita off from his
supply source. However, the bartle along
the Villa Verde devolved into a series of
bloody frontal assaults up hillsides hon-
eycombed with Japanese cmpluccmcnr.\"
Although Krucger never gave up on the
gallant 32nd, he mcdcd faster results, so
he turned to the 25th Dlvl

While the Tropic
Lighming acvanced
up Rowe S wnvard
Balete Pass and
Yeanashita’s moun-
tain beastion in
northern Luzon, the
S3vd Divisiem forghe
 holding action in
the westem motn-
tains, and dhe 32nd
Divissm hu[[u/ its
way up the Villa
\ende Tl (ummf
Semet Fe

WORELD WAR T AN

uiFthe hill and Cicked throngh ency resistance v elie
vicinity. Modics moving forward with the baesifion
managed ro save Cooley despire his ghastly wounds,
Six months birer, Cooley received the Modil of Honor.

The strongpoine that Sergeant Codley helped to
reduce was situaced noreh and west of Lumboy, a barrio
straddling Route 5. the major north—south artery for
northern Luzon. Route 3 wound over and through the
razorback ridges, jungle-choked ravines and craggy
summits of the Caraballo Moanrains, In laee February
1943, the road ook o straregic importinee when L.
Gen, Walter Nrgeger, ULS. Sixth Army commander,
began his pushy sgging the Fargest conceneracion of Japa-
nese remaining on Luzon, the Shobu Ciroup, which was
holed apin the Caribatlos. This campaign, vital to vie-
tory inthe Philippines, has been Largely overlooked by
ln\xm\ though some of the bloodiest fighting on the
il ok placesin the mounting of Lo

Afier the Sixth Army landed on Lingayen Gult
whes in Joanaary, General Yoamashitn withdrow the
cor his e Avca Any, o foree of more than
WV men, mito the islinds northern mountains. Ya-
ita,one of the greatest minds in dhe Japanese mil-

iy, was willing to concede the Centl Plins and the
city of Manilin Givor of more defensible positions in
the monntains. Yomashitag was o realist, is N:m.\ re-
\4‘1\ L'Ki nal e “.l”\l \‘L'IL‘.”H\L: |\i\ CHCInyY I‘l” “].\ICIHI an
LSorees mthe

fabh e ( Philippines, thereby buving

time for the preparaton of defenses on Japan itselt

<]

commander of the 25th, ro I
The mission: clearan 1-mile streteh of g
Jose (the division’s jumping-off point ag#fic base of the
mountains) to a barrio called Digdiz: Krueger hoped
the pressure from the 25th woulddistrace the Japanese
from their defense of the VillaVerde, where the Sixth
Army commander seill expecred the 32nd to break
rhmuﬂh and take Sanv B

Positioned along thenortherm rim of the Central
Plains, the 25th w retched onva line ronning along
the foor of the C los from nordhweest to southenst.
The 161st Regimént was ordered o secure the Jivi-
sion's lefe fla aduty i enailed the GIS slug-
wing over Eipanese-infested mountains to the west of
SFhe 27eh Regimental Combar Team (RCT)Y
pply pressure afong the center of the division
lireetly up Roure 5, tving down any Japanes: in
The mancuvering force of the Jdivision was to
bethe 35th Regiment, sweeping cast and north in a
anking move along the division's right

Afer a Bloody bade for the Lumboy Dl mass,
Colonel James L. Dalion, commander o the 16T, hud
hisien in position tostnt the push. Duaring dhe banle,

San

Roue

the Americans encountered Japanese defensive coves,
tonnel nerworks dug ineo the mountainsides thae per-
mted enemy orees o strike from the protecred posi
tions hndhe Bacede tor the hill miss, Dalton’s toops
”U.\[H'\'\Vi” I '\“\tl\ e |‘\ AU AT |“ VH]\\]\(II\\\K [-hL‘

thsiethrower vpertorn angled his way up Lo the cove,

Yamashita decided the disposition of ,




Cartagglan. The 35th Regiment was to

then poured i his syntherie hell, Twentysix Japan-
ese came bolting from the entrance. Wanting riflemen
picked thenvoff. A 27y enemy soldier attempred 1o
escape through a back exir, but the famethrower op-
erator, though out of juice, used his weapon as a club,
clouting the would-be escapee to death.

The:27th-RCT: in the conter; had-the unenvials
job ot engaging the Japanese, keeping them busvbir
not pushing so hardas to frighten them out of the trap
the flanking 35th was attempting o spring. The rifle
companies butred their heads against fixed posicions,
while reconnaissance men like Eagene “Buddy™ Par-
sons penetrated behind enemy lines o discover Jupa-
nese strength, Reconnaissance squads were ordered to
move into the jungles along Route 5 to scarch out
enemy emplacements and personnel, then return to
triendly lines with the informatior’

Early in the mountain campafin, Parsons was re-
turning from a mission when G
ment opened up on the reconnaissance squad. Darsons
had radioed his position hefore trying to cross the 27th’s
line, but someone had dropped the ball. The line was
not notified, and Parsons watched as his best friend
went down, killed by American bullets.

Troopers from the 27th faced the Japanese, strad-
dling the road. On the right, Colonel Stanley “Swede”
Larsen sent is men dashing up a jungle
path calledRoure 100 to take a series of
barrios—Pantabangan, Conversion and

from his own regi-

*

he:

est and pounce on Digdig from
thd, trapping the force the 27th had
do d

etegiment captuted Carranglan and,
held it, despite a harrowing nighttim
attack by the Japanese on February 26.
On the afternoon of March 2, Larsen ér-
dered Companies B, K and L to ateack
Digdig. Despite stubborn resistance, the
Americans secured the barrio by thefol-
lowing moming.

The first portion of the battle for
Balete Pass had come off without a
hitch. Things had gone so well for the
division that on March 2—the day
General Douglas MacArthur returned
to Corregidor and declared the Philip-
pines operation completé except for
mopping up—General Krueger reshuf-
fled the division’s zone of operations to
include Putlan, a barrio 11,000 yards
north of Digdig.

Confronting the 25th Division was a
force called the Bambang Branch of the
14th Area Army, commanded by Maj.
Gen. Harou Konuma, the handpicked
choice of Yamashita. Konuma was not
unduly alarmed by his enemy’s quick stab
into the heart of his defenses. He had the
Shobu Grdup’s 10th Division well dug in
north of:Digdig, and he had taken the
precaution of reinforcing it with remnants
of the 26th Division. The Japanese web
of defenses was well-planned and posi-
tiongd for optimum strength. General
Kohuma had issued orders that read:
“Positions will not be yielded to the
enemy’even-though you die. Qur only
path is victory or death; therefore, defend

tothe List man. Those who retrear without orders will
be decapitared.” PR

The 35¢h Regiment was again to be the 25¢h Divi
sion’s hammer, arcing up the Old Spanish Trail (4 con-
tinuarion of Route 100) and slamming into the Japanese
left flank, pushing it against the 27th and 1615t regi-
ments and destroying it. The 35th jumped off on

Frle 35eh Infa

Y TIOC 2oMh nmantry s

iched the outskires of Puclan and niade
¢ady totake-the bridue there.

Miitiins Kid oidercd’ehe 35th to seize the Putlan
bridge “at all costs.” The Japanese commanded the
crossing from a ridee on the northern edge of the bat-
detield. Asthe Ist Battalion advanced across flat, open
terrain, the enemy poured down grenades and small-
arms fure. Troops who miade it to the bridge were pinned
l.IU\VnL'LI l Fd mortar hl“']"{]ge.

Nineteen-year-old machine-gunner Paul Bachr
tound himself under the bridge when the mortar rounds
started thudding in on his position. Along with his am-
munition carrier, Bachr had set up his gun to provide
covering fire for the men in his company. The Japan-
ese defenders realized the importance of Baehr's posi-
tion and began zeroing in to silence him.

The shells came closer, and finally the ammunition
carrier yelled that the two of them had to get out of

Infanery of the 161
Regiment cover a
Japanese cave near
Balete Pass as a
phosphorous grenade
detemates inside on
April 19, 1945, Dior-
ing the fighting on
Lizon, the Americans
encountered anet-
work of defensive
caves that allowed
the Japanese to
attack from pro-
tected positions.
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ttle in the jungles of Leyte.:
finest troops wasted'o

oW envisioned a delaymg
aign that would provide
ican invasion. Thus, he was wlllmg to abandon:Mani
rtunity to lure them inte
avy who were not under ¢
e actions of these Japanes
to the destruction of Mani
ted by the navy zealots. Nonétheless, Manila burned
ashita surrendered to° Ametican forces in the porthe
inos.clamored for revengé; and Yamashlta made the perfe
n February 23, 1946 for:

y far capturing Smgapore
is watch in the Philippin

the war. General Dougl
ore'on the island of Leyte. Thi
s’ choosing. Yatngshita
superiors ordered him to

there. Baehr hoisted his weapon aver his shoulder and
dashed for a crater already full of Gls, his ammunition
carrier right behind him. The two GIs’ frantic run for
cover attracted the attention of Japanese snipers. Bachr
dove headfirst into the makeshift foxhole as bullets
whizzed around him. A second later his partner was at
the rim of the foxhole, but he hesitated before jump-
ing inand was hit in the spine by a Japanese bullet. He
died two days later.

The battalion commander sent back a succinct eval-
uation of the ighting around the bridue—"Rough.” The
35th had lost 30 men in the assault and still did not
hive the bridge. That night the Japanese blew it up.

Putlan was soon cleared. The 25th Division quickly
achiceved its other objectives, though the 35th Regi-
ment’s push up the Old Spanish Trail was halred duce
tostiffening resistance. Tropic Lightning had again ex-
ceeded General Krueger's expectations, and he extended
the objectives o include the vital Balete Pass.

Twice the 25th had outmancuvered entrenched po-
sitions. The American command expecred more casy
along Route 3. Accordingly, General Mullins
kepr the regimental assignments similar ro the durics
the three combar groups had already performed. Again,
Dalron’s 161st would attack along the ridees west of
Roure 5, while the 27th remained close to the road and
the 35th tricd an end run around Myoko Ridee.

The 25ch Division was engaged 1 inseries of pre-
liminary actions for much of the remainder of March

EANUTARY o5

ches of Luzon Fil::
oat. Hewas exe:
es. He was both the
estroyed. - T.L:D.

Those actions would lead to a push for
Kapinatalan, the last barrio on Route 5,
which the division could use as a jump-
ing-off point for its assault on the pass.
The attacks against the Japanese posi-
tions met stlﬁemnﬂ resistance. The Gls
would scizc an area after an artillery bai-
rage, move equipment and personnel
forward and then discover that the area
was still crawling with }apanese. As
Major Frank Reutlinger observed, ¢ There
were no front lines in that campaign.”

sIn the middle of March, north of
Putlan the assault squad of Compa.ny 1,
27th Regiment, was sweeping one: of the
innumerable draws in the area ‘when
they came across the bodies of an’Amer-
ican officer, a bazooka man and 4 trooper.
Sergeant Ernie Lucas was told by his
lieutenant that the Japanese had two
machine guns set up in the draw and
were shooting anyone who set foot
around the bend.

Lucas was told to prepare a satchel
charge while the rest of the assault squad
inched forward. Jess¢ Delgado was the
first up the draw. He was hit immedi-
ately. The lieutenant ran up to rescue
him, and the wounded soldier said:
“Don’t move me: ] feel good. Just let me

street:in Manila. roll.” Then he died. Lucas and his squad
ilors, who dlsobeyed the o of a superior officer, took out the machine guns and cleared
amashita, some say; knew g of the butchery the draw. They were then ordered to

flush out another draw a few hundred
feet north ofitheir newly won position.

The most fiercely contested position
e reaches of the Caraballos
was Norton's Knob. The hill, named after
the firse:American soldier killed there,
had to'be taken so that the 161st RCT
could stay in step with the rest of the division. The st
Battalion surprised:the Japanese on the hill by flanking
them on a secondary ridge. The Japanese apprecnted
the importance of Norton's Knob, and they counter-
attacked the hilland the secondary ridge repeatedly on
the night of March 21-22. Companies C and L man-
aged to beat them off each time, however. The tired
troopers christepied the area Banzai Ridge.

One reason the Japanese had been able to hang on
s0 tenaciously to their positions was a lack of American
artillery suppiore. The division looked to the 89th and
the 90ch feld artitlery hattalions for help, but the Amer-
icans’ big guns could do little to root out the well-dug-
in enemy; Then one of Mulling’ officers discovered rwo
idlle 90mm anti-aircraft guns on the Central Plains. He
commiahdeered them, and the 25tk now had weapons
state Japancese pillboxes. With their flat trajec-
he 90mm guns could punch our the enemy at
ofup ru»5,000

The division’s mancuv ings led to the caprure of
Kapinaralan on April 21. Then Mullins and his regi-
mental commanders could use the information from
captured Japanese maps to plan effective means to clear
our the remaining enemy and rake Balere Pass. There
would be no more wide sweeps around the enemy. The
order of the day was head-on, chin-down fghring,

Gains were measared in feer—and lives. The 25th
suffered trom jungle discases and hone weariness, The
menof the Tropic Lighiming Division had been on the




[SUE S

line since January 10, and morale was suffering. B
Motz anardfleryman and aveteran of Peadd Fardsor and
CGundaleanal, could take the night assaules, the banzai
artucks and the constant sniper fire, bur the accarcy
of the Japanese artitlery wore him down. During one
barrage he Tanded in a foxhole with whart he thought
was i dead man. He pulled the body on top of him for
prorection. Irwas only after the harrage lifred thar Merz
realized thar the man was not dead, only unconse ious.

Miutliighatlthe 27th Regiment-launch a seric:
tacks along Myoko Ridee, ahillitiass that dominited
the entire arca south of Balete Pass. These agsaults,
across dismal spors such as “The Wart” and “The
Pimple,” enabled Mullins to pound the passfrom the
cast. With his goal a tantalizing few miles away, Mullins
brought up tanks from the 775th Tank Battalion. The
tanks were forced to move along ridges s6 narrow that
portions of their treads hung over the edge of the
heights. The tanks provided the Amer:
icans with a psychological edge in the
fichting. The Japanese were devastated
by the appearance of tanks where théy
were not \'uppuﬂd to be.

While the Japanese tried to cope with
the presence of American tanks along
Myoko Ridge without the bengfit of
anti-tank weapons, the commander of
the 27¢h sent out a patrol from Com-
pany G—Ray Kues, ].T. Jones and
others—to find ground from which to
launch an attack on Lone Tree Hill, the
rajor land feature before Balete Pass.
What Kues and Jones found was a hole
in the Japanese defenses large enough to

n aplatoon through. A platoon from
Company G then advanced and cap-
tured the ground at the base of the hill
without being detected. The move was
a daring one, for Lone Tree Hill lay
2,000 yards northwest of the division’s
farthest penetration.

On April 25, the 27th’s entire 2nd
Battalion launched an assault on Lone
Tree Hill. The enemy troops were taken
by surprise and died in their spiderholes
after offering only scattered resistance.
The 27th consolidated its gains by clear-
ing the ground between Lone Tree Hill
and Myoko Ridge to provide supply and
evacuation routes for the battalion.

Despite those' American maneuvers
along the high ground, the Japanese
never halted theit night attacks. Solitary
foraging parties;and full-scale attacks
kept the mén of the 25th edgy during
the tmprcal darkness. Buddy Parsons re-
called the'scene at the 27th’s headquar-
ters wheti one of Yamashita’s soldiers
was corpered in the dark hours of early
morning. Parsons and other headquar-
ters staff surrounded the hungry soldier,
who fired wi Idly as the Americans
closed in. A regimental interpreter was
suminoned. Parsons watched as the in-
terpreter crawled toward the desperate
soldier. The interpreter called out sev-
eral times and actually had the fright-
ened Japanese soldier calmed down, but
when the interpreter went too far too
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tast, the soldier frred on hin, wounding hinyin the but-
tocks.
the soldier, ending his desperate gamble.

Far more dangerous chim che hungry, dispirited

Parsons and the other Americans opened upon

raiders were nighetime hanzai artacks like the one than
Ernic Lucas of Company 1, 27ch Regiment, experi-
enced during the hghting on Lone Tree Ridee. One
moonless night in May, the men of Company | could
sense an attack coming, and they had prepared for it
by digging in and laying out their weapons of choice.
Tt was close to midnight when the hairs onehe back of
Lucas’ neck bezan‘to stind ap. T e could hear ehe plink-
plink sound of pebbles talling around his foxhaole. The
Japanese were tossing pebbles at the American posi-
tions in an effort to eer the Gls to reveal themselves.

“Then | heard a Jap vell *Banzai,” and all hell broke
loose," recalled Lucas. The Americans used their rifles
and grenades to hold off the Japanese. When the men

T

Below: Sevgeant
fzmic Lucas' squad
of Company 1, 27th
Regiment, dwing the
Balete Pass cam-
paign. Bottom:
Licreenant General
Walter Krueger
(left), commander of
the U.S. Sixth
Army, and Mqj.
Gien. Charles Love
Mullins, Jr., com-
mander of the 25th
Diwvision, watch the
fighting in Balete Pass

on May 11, 1945.
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Troups of the 1615t
RCT move forward
behind an M-+ Sher-
mean tank as they
attack enirenched
Jepanese on « hill
near Balete Pass on
March 27, 1945.
The pass was secured
m My, and Santa
Fo foll som after.
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of Company I ran out of fragmenitation grenades-the
switched to phosphorous grenades, frying their foes as
they charged the American positions. Even afterthe
fight petered out, none of the men of Company Eslept.
Occasionally they would roll a phosphorous. grenade
down the hill, just to make sure. The next morning
dead Japanese were spotted no more thansix feet from
some American foxholes.

As the Gls of the 27th were securing Lone Tree
Ridge, the [61st, under its new commander, Colonel
Vie Johnson, unched an attack on the Kembu Placeau,
a Japanese stronghold on the west side of Route 3, in
order to secure the division's feft flank. The plarcau was
casily defended high ground so Taced wich Japanese
strongpoints, supported by cffective artillery fire, that
it took the [61st four days to clean our the enemy.

With the mking of Lone Tree Ridge, only the long
slope of Wolthound Ridge lay between the 27th and
Balete Pass. While the 161st was scaling Japanese tun-
nels on the Kembu Placcau and the 33th was busy slug-
ging it out dircetly up Route 5, Ernic Lucas and the
men of the 27eh were doggedly grinding on toward the
pass. A patrol from Company 1 st reached the pass
on May 9. The pass was not secured, however, until
clements of the 35th cleared o nearby draw of the Tast
of the Japanese resistance there.

Two days afrer the pass had been declared secure,
Lucas aind his squad were pinned down by sniper fire
rse slope of one of the ri
shelrer

as they crossed the rey oes in
the area: The men fell o the ground, seckin

where they coulds When Lacas went o the aid of one

of his squand the sereeant fele o stinging sensation in
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his chest. A Japanese bullet had struck him just below
the throat and exited from his back, millimeters from
his spine. He would not recover from the wound until
months after the war had ended.

The taking of Balete Pass openedithe Cagayan Valley
to the Americans, and the 25th Division soon ook Santa
Fe, its objective since February. Yamashita was outtlanked,
lhis food supply beyond reach: The boys of Tropic Light-
ning had cut through the Caraballo Mountains against
the best that remained-of the Japanese army in the
Philippines. As they were pulled out to prepare for the
first wave of attacks against the Japanese mainkind, the
men of the 25th could be proud that their victory had
broken the back of Japanese resistance on Luzon.

The sacrifice and heroism of the 25th rarely receives
more than a footnote in history. les accomplishment is
obscured by MacArthurs pronouncement that the
Philippines had been secured as early as March. The
25¢h had a victory in g war thag cted- victories, ahd
yet its Jead and woundedremain Tataely forgouen.

First-time conaibutor Tracy L. Dervks is writing @ xouth
novel about the American Ciuil Wi Bawle of New Marke
For further veading, ov: The Approach to the Philip-
pines, by Rohert Ross Smith; and The 25th Division and

World War 1, by Robert F. Kardeviey

To read more about the hght for Luzon, go 1o

wwe.thehistorvnet.com on the World Wide
Web and see “Manila: How Open Was This Open
Clity ™ by John W Whitman, which will appear be
cinning the week of December 15, 1997,




objectives while C Co. was to seize the third. Second Btn. would
then secure 1 Btn.'s supply route.

I Corps issued FO# 12, 21 Feb., assigning the Tropic Lightning
the mission of advancing north to secure the line Carranglan-Digdlg
and so secure and maintain the uninterrupted use of Hwy. 5 from éan
Jose to Digdig. The 1 Btn., Wolfhounds, moved into an assembly area
east of Hwy. 5 and was glven.its assignment. {FO 8, 27 Rgt.), the
west Btn., was astride Hwy. 5 some 1800 yds. north of Rosaldo, and

the 3 Btn. relieved the 1 Btn., in reserve, at the Ag. School. Div.

had discovered two
other possible routes
north in it's sector
of ops. The first

was a narrow trail

running from Lupao,
on Rte. 8 nine miles

northwest of San Jose

while the second was

g ) RV

- - 5
an ill-defined trail yhon the 27% reached the end of the concrete road,
near barrio Rosaldo running north thru the Carraballos, west to Rte.

5 and Joining the first trall near Puncan.

The Wolfhounds began their assault northward, on 23 Feb., and
encountered bitter resistance, especially in the high ground abutting
the west side of Hwy. 5 It took the Rgt. until 27 Feb. to clear the
Lumboy area.. For heroism, on 24 Feb., during the Lumboy attack, S/Sgt.
Ray Cooley, B/27, was awarded the CMH, but the resistance began to
collapse 28 Feb., throughout the area.

(Raymond H. Cooley, B Co., 27 Rgt., 24 Feb. '45, GO 77, 10 Sept. t45
from his citation. CMH Library, Vol 1, A-L) Cooley was a pltn gulde

in an assault on a camouflaged ehtrenchment defended by machine guns,

rifles and mortars. “hen his men were plnned down by two Jap machlne




guns he voluntarily advanced under fire to within 20 yds of one of the
guns and attacked with a handgrenade. The enemy, tho, threw thegrenade
back before 1t could explode. Arming a second grenade, he held it
for several seconds of the fusing period and then hurled it into the
Jap position, where it exploded instantaneously, destroying the gun.
and crew. He then moved towards the remaining guns, throwing gren-
ades into enemy foxholes as he advanced. Inspired by his actions,
the first squad of his platoon joined him. After he had armed
another grenade and was preparing to throw it into the second machine
gun position, six enemy rushed at him. Xnowing he could not dispose
of the armed grenade without injuring his comrades, because of the
intermingling in close combat of the men of his platoon and the enemy
in the fight which ensued, he deliberately covered the gréééééiWith
his body and was mortally wounded. N L
D e P

(Les Thomas) "It was in this area that we Qaw the gﬁemy blowing
himself up with his own grenades and.it was my first exposure to this
practice. Putlan turned out to be a long day of 1nfamyf 'Then the
worst thing happened - our beer cache was hit by‘mbrta%; 6;}%ity fire.
I really hated those Japs. There was good cover‘at Putlan; but,
every time a bulldozer pushed a tank into firing position, the Nips
would start dropping that bad stuff onto us. We wondered if the
road was safer for them?! Hot food was really hard to cowe by and to
make it worse our mess sgt. got hit in the face by a sniper. Ilhe
bullet passed thru both his jaws and didn't hit any teeth. He said
it was a mililon dollar wound, and further, it had brushed hié teeth
real good. At Digdig we had to be thankful for the 35 Rgt., Cacti,
since they were in a better offensive position than we were."

Between the third, or final objective, for the Wolfhounds, during
this phase of the ops, just north of Lumboy, the 161, on the left, or
west of Hwy. 5 and the 35 Rgt., on the east, converged toward Digdig.

The Wolfhounds met bitter resistance on the west side of Hwy. 5 and



it took four days to clear the Lumboy area.

On 27 Feb.,
0800, the 1 and 2
Btns., launched a
coordinated éttack
against the final

objective (scetch

2) north of Lumboy.

The Btns. were

roughly abreast,
with 2 Btn. on the

left, and the act-
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+As each

hill was taken, the enemy arty dropped heavy concentrations

on éhe
Regiment. At night the Japs infiltrated our positions and the pressure
from the resistance was incessant. Finally, on 2 Mar., the two Btns.
succeeded in taking their final objective. Even so, they were forced

to repel several counterattacks. On 27 Feb., the Div. CO ordered King
Co., Wolfhounds, in reserve at the Ag School, to proceed to Rizal by
motor, then north by foot along the Rizal-Pantagangan Rd. The next day
the combined attack from north and south broke up a road block and forced
the enemy withdrawl from this sticky position. The 1 and 2 Btns.

attacked and captured strongpoints 5 and 6 from which they were in

position to assault the final obJective.
On 28 Feb.’ the 3 Btn_, Wolfhounds, less King Co., had been ordered

out of reserve and attached to the 35 Rgt. to maintain the security
o e MSg ¥
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Early in Mar. 1945, the Jap Commander on Luzon realized thet he could
not successfully launch his counter attack against the northern flank
of the 6 Army. As an alternative he chose to concentrate his forces
for the defense of the approaches to the mountain stronghold in the
Caraballo Mt. area and thus secure what was then the breadbasket for the
Jap forces in the north - the fertile Cagayan Valley.

A careful study of the terrain and commo net in nothern Luzon led
the CG, 6 Army, to decide that Balete Fass was the link which, if
broken, would open up thechalin of strong enemy defenses in the Carab-
alio Mt.s. The Tropic Lightning, located in the San Jose area was,
again, in the logical tactical position to make this drive and was
selected to make the attack. '

The rapid success of the 25 Div. in 1its drive to Digdig proﬁéﬁéﬁ}
Gen. Swift, I Corps C.0., to extend the Division'sngqi of'sgsponslb-
1lity and, on 2 Mar., he directed the Div. to push six mi. horth along
Route 5 from Digdig to Putlan. Since mopping-up ops were largely compl-
~eted by the evening of 5 Mar., in the Puncan-Digdig sebtor,‘Mullins
planned the same proceedure for Putlan. The 161 would attébk égfihe

west flank, up Rt. 5, the 27 Rgt. would make a parallel attack east

of the highway, and the 35 would stage a wlde envelopment.

(Tony Crnko) “After we
left Div. reserve, we trucked
31 miles for Pantabangan, on
2 Mér., and set up a Btn.
defénse. The next day we
moved to Caraghlin, 20 miles
to the northwest. From there
we went to Digdig, 5 Mar., by

truck. The 6 Mar., we were

attacked by 6 Japs which we  (pe” 258 Division really began its gdive through the

repulsed - killing a total of‘rnountawm" e
thirtv for that dav. B Adams was WTA Anvdre +hin avmnao.o PRSSU 1}




_Wolfhound ops, during the period 3-5 Mar., consisted of strong

patrol actions to clear ravines anﬁ_isolated pockets of the enemy.

»

During this time, 25-35 Japs

(Ernie Lucas) "Our 3 Btn was trucked through the rice paddies to San

Jose and giﬁen a couple days rest. Item Co. sent word they had seven

Nips in a Filipino bomb shelter and we, of the Assault Platoon, were

pegged. We loaded up and away we went. There was only one entrance

to the shelter - even though it had two rooms. A machine gun was being

fired intermittently to keep the Nips pinned inside. Lt. Kaza and

Fablio tried to talk the Japs out but, he had no success. We drove a

stake on the left side of the gun barrel so it would cover 3/4 of the

opening and then we would know just how close we could get without

P

being hit by our own fire. We circled around to the blind side ‘and

When‘thqnsmokq,started

Kaza popped a WP grenade and tossed it in.

-~ rolling out I shoved

in the- satchel charge
aﬁd we‘beatquhasty
retreaf} Tﬁg"gunner
opened up agaln until
the blast tore the roof
off. All the Nips died

from concussion.

"Most of the outfits

b O

ahd the 27 slgged its way up Highway

5 in the center,  were moving north; but

they loaded us up>and mdvediué'éﬁﬁth;sduthwest to a bridge near Tarlac,
which someone had tried to blow up. We guarded that bridge for two
Qeeks without any trouble. Some nearby outfit had a movie screen up

and we took advantage of 1t when we weren't on guard duty. Some of the-
guys sald two Nips were captured watching the movies; but, I could never
confirm this. One day we were pald a visit by either Gen.Swift, or

Mullins (can't recall which) but he acted like one of the boys. We
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suths. CG 25 Div
Init: /347

Date: 555 Mor 45

FIELD ORDER; HEADQUALZETERS
T ) Twonty-Seventh Infantry
NULBER 9) San Jose, P I, 5 Mor 45

MaPS: LUZON 1:5ggdd.

1 a
b

See Intelligencc Ammexs

(1) 25th Div: continuus in Z and sccures uninterrupted use of
Hwy 5 to FPUTLAN. EEE N

(2) 16lst Inf (less 1-Bn) hdv in 2 to P/L KD propared to-con-
tinue Adv on Div order, destroys Jap forces W of Hwy 5 in
Z, ond protects i flank of 25th Div.

(3) 35th Inf establishes block Vic PUTLAN w/1-Bn utilizing
MARINGALO R valley and PUTLAN k valley as axis of Adv,
seizes end secures PUTL:N BKIDGE intsct; recomnoiters in
force up SPANISH TRAIL and troils E and NE of CARRANGLAH

. to Div Ken Line, and protects £ flork of 25th Div.

(4) 25th Ren Trp secures line UMINGAN - SalN JOSE - RIZAL -
BONGABON - C4BU by itzd patrolling from Vic AGRICULTURAL:- -
SCHOOL, establishes contact w/32d Div ¥ of UHINGAN and ' ..
632d TD Bn Vic CLBU, and protccts SE flank of 25th Div

(5) 1-Bn 16lst Inf in Div Res Vic AGRICULIPRAL SCHOOL, -

2 27th Inf: A4dv in Z to P/L RED preparced to continue Adv on Div or-
der; destroy Jep forces E of Hwy 5 in Z; and swecp and maintain
Hwy 5 as far Fwd as tactical situation permits. Bwy 5 inclusive
to 27th Inf end 16lst Inf. . .

3 a

3d Bn (w/3d Plat Cn Co Atchd): Wl
(1) ERelieve 3d Bn 35th Inf immediately.. T e
(2) Commence Ken and Combet patrolling to N in 27th Z to B/L

RED at once. If no resistance is met, occupy’ P/L RED.
1st Bn:

(1). Religve 1-Co of 2d Bn 35th Inf on 5 Mar 45; relisve re-
mainder of 2d Bn 35th Inf on 6 Mar 45.
(2) Leave 1-Co on high ground at (83.5-24.¢) w/mission of

1

patrolling to N and E.

1-Co 2d Bn: Ocoupy high ground at (83.5-24.F) to-block Hwy-§ - .-

and meintsin bridge gusrd ot (86.¢5-15.45.)
Regtl Res Vic PUNCAN:
(l) 2d Bn: WMove to assembly area on 6 liar 45 after lst Bn

clears Rd. .-
(2) ¢a Co. -
(3) Co D 98th Cml Bn (-.)
(4¢) AT Co.

(5) .sscult Gun Plat 775th Tk Bn: kove to PUNCAN 7 Nar 45.
Plat Ldr to meet S-3 27th Inf at present locatiom 2d Bn
35th Inf ot 1@@F, 6 bar 45.

s

Sl C-xiii



s.a-é-rrt’

Co B 65th Engr Bn: Initiate immediate Ken for Rds over routg
of idv of the 3d En. : '
Order of kinrch:

Units move by Ln to PUNGAN 7 licr 45,,1@511-1@ unit cntc.rmg
Huy 5 ,658,25}6 Tm interval: B8f Min:

. LT o
Regtl CP and Hg Co
Co C 25th idedics © : ,
Co D 98th Cml Bn (-) . :
Cn Co )

DP present location Sail JOSE.

Personnel Section and Fwd Lchelon aqulpme“t noves :uxuned:.a.tely
to DP, SLW JOSE.

Other Adm deteails: Same. v

Current SOI 25th Iaf Div.

CP's: )

(1) 27%h Inf: Closes Sil JOSE, opens FUNCAN.137F, 7 liar.
(2) Others : Rpt whon established or displaced.

LINDELE
Commanding

("‘—)
OFFICIAL: *DOwon—s .

Dist:

. PAYNE
S-3

Special. ;

s&m C-xiv

whe

Th e rem—



and rode some caribou (some tame and some wild)

from the old routine.
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MOUNTAIN S

SAN ISIDRO
BALAHD

5,005
@“Mn“ﬁhw %

# bought some rice balls (just like popcorn balls) from the local women

It was a great break
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We moved up

caught up with the 3 Btn.

Hwy. 5 and then turned right and after circling and crossing a shallow,

wlde rivei‘ we got stopped cold.

I don't know where we were and Kaza



put the AP guarding a water point the engr.s had set up. There were
50 - 60 Filipinos around during the day, but, at night they would go
across the river to a large cave dug in a hill. The small boys would
put on littlé gogéles and, Qith skinny spears, glgze

minnows to eat. We had orders not to fire unless we were certain

it was Japs we were shooting at, or we were fired upon. We had our
holes dug on this sand and rock bar and two men who ran the generator
slept 1in a traller. We asked them if they had their protective pos-
itlon dug and they sald they didn't need one. About 0100, the next
morning, we heard cracking of bamboo at the edge of the sand bar,

about 175 ft. away. It weould stop. for a while and then start up again
so we rousted the guys in the trailer and told them there was:

gomething out there and to listen. The noises continued and two'-of " owy
guys had Instant foxhole buddies. Suddenly the engineers cut l;osé

o E s iy
and, from the painful mooing, we knew what they had shot. At daybreak

the Filipinos descended with their knives and, in a matter of minutes,
there was only blood left on the sand. We about dled with 1éﬁghter
until Kaza Jjumped in and tore our asses up. We assured himﬁiﬂ ﬁgﬁgnot
been us so everybody was forgiven. In trylng to place where we were,
I recall Kaza saylng we were backing up some of the Cacti Rgt.,
probably near Carranglan on the Pampanga River.

PFrom there (3 or 5 Mar.?) we moved into Digdig from the east and
we found a flat bed truck, tinkered with he engine unﬁil we got 1t
going and then drove around a while until they made us push it over
a cliff. We set up the perimeter for the night with a road blockVSO
yds. out with a 37mm, several machine guns, and BARs back up, we
settled down for the night. About 2460, eleven Japs were spotted
crossiﬁg by the blown out bridge heading toward the block indian file.
We could hear the AT crew saying "take the ball round out and put in
canister"; however, it was defective and’stuck in the barrel. By

this time the Nips were close and thelr officer asked "You Americans?"

~v



The gun crew said "You G.D. right!" and the block blew the whole bunch
away in a matter of seconds. The nzt morning we thought they might
have wanted to surrender - but, why try at night? And, who was golng

to risk the chance. The next night we movedm1OO yds. north and set

up another block; but, got only one Jap - carrying a machine gun barrel
and two socks full of rice, in his pack. He must have fallen behind
his buddies.”

The 3 Btn., on 5 Mar., relleved the 3 Btn, 35 Rgt., and initiated
aggressive recon north along the sector east of Hwy. 5 - this being the
Wolfhounds Zone of Action. A block was established astride the highway
and ehemy stragglers atﬂempting to break through during the night
were unsuccessful. Three thousand yds. north of Digdlg another block
was estg?}isheﬁ and patrols e sent from this point to the north reported
negatiﬁéiér'sc;tteréd contacts. On 7 Mar.; Item Co. sent a strong
combat patrol to thé north and then followed after it. I Co.

contacted a small enemy force in the barrio of Anabat, and after

routing the enemy, a . -
road an@'r;ver block was
set'uﬁl"

(Lucas) "We started
moving up Hwy. 5 again
and were about half-way
to Putland Valley when
Kaza, the o0ld man - who

now had command of Item V.

ars K, T ptherfond- a5 ‘
. ' ' — i
Co., was at a meeting in 4 stormed several large caves on the hill side beyond:

Digdig, cameup and saild Te had & big Job for us but he couldn't go along.

If we got into trouble he'd bring I Co. around to give us some help. The
Jjob was follow a Nip commo line, that ran west from the highway. Away
we went with our scouts about 15 yds. apart. and,beihg in charge, 1

was third and then Applegate, our BAR man, who had Just become
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eligible for rotation and was waiting for transportation to the rear.

f You know what happens in a lot of these sltuatlons, so I gave him my

[O]

hia RAR Mh e
< 4

M1 and tnpnl
1 [0 nlle

and our lst scout squated down, motloning me to come forward. As I
moved beside him he pointed out a well worn path and we could see where
the Nips had made several rooms, like hogans or teepees. We entered
the first room and rocks were still warm where they had been fixing
their meal and we could see the impressions from their bodies where
they had slept the night before. Each room was similar. We moved

out ever more alert in case of ambush - looking up every tree and
checking every bamboo clump for give away signs. We were trying to be
as qulet as possible - continuing for another 3-400 yds. - whgnﬂgpe
first scout signalled he was exiting the bamboo. We stopped td:éhéck
things out and when the first scout stepped from the:bambge forest
a couple monkeys started screaming and dashing for the nearest trees.
It scared the billy hell out of us. We looked up and spotted our own
men on Hwy. 5 - they saw us also, and Kaza hollered for us to come

up when we could find a place to climb up. The Jap .commo line'had

been cut and we never found any more of it. Oh yes, Aprlegate got

out the next day."

Love Co., protecting the east flank of I CO., encountered no opros-
ition so the high ground overlooking Putlan was reached by I Co. on

10 Mar., and the resistance gave way under light pressure.

(Tony Crnko) "On 8 Mar., we began pushing and advancing about three
tough miles per day,thru hills and Jungle, and managed to maintain that
pace thru the 12th of Mar. Two days later the Jap mortar and arty was
getting heavier and, on the 16th, Max Craig and Stelngruber were wounded,
at Putlan. Three days later we left Putlan for Puncan to set up & Btn.
defense - I took a shot at a Jap with my pistol. The following day we

moved by truck and then foot to releive How Co. in the foothills.
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OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM) HE A DQUARTERS
s Twenty-Seventh Infantry
NUMBER F8) . Vie Puncan PI, 11 Mar 45

MAPS: LUZONW 1:50000; PEOTOMAP 1:10000.

. .

1 3d Bn: ,
a  Relieve lst Bn 356th Inf. .
b Move 1-Co N of PUTLAW R w/following missions:
~ (1) clear out ravines leading to Hwy S. -
(2) patrol toward MINULI.
(3) Upon encumy contact patrols will withdraw, and area

vill be bempurded v/Arty.

¢ Meintain Ln w/2d Bn 16lst Inf at ‘all times.
d Report lccation and unit designation of 35th Inf Co
that will be guerding left flonk. A
2 2d Bn: ‘

Be prepercd to move in roar of 3d Bn on ordew-of CQ;27th Inf.

3 1st Bn:
Div Ros. Meintoain present positions.

4 AT Co: .
Provide losal scsurity for wator points.

o
¢

LINDELAN
Comnanding
Loh
OFFICIAL: J\.J‘L\H(?' 2
PAYNE
'8-3

Dist: Special.
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made contact in Putlan, and started mopping up the draws on the east
1 4

side of the Hwy. On 11 Mar., King Co. Passed through L Co. to continue

the advance, leaving L Co.
the mission of cleaning out
the resistance in Draws 1
and 2. A hill 1000 yds.
north of Putlan was design-
ated as K Co.'s objective,
and resistance was met en

route. After leaving a

- -A.‘ ' o .' X | A 17N %
force to contain and elim .25 0 Sl S

inate this enemy, K Co. Evety draw, and gully along Highway 5 was .
:honeycombed  with caves and ~pillboxes which the

lllll

advanced to the immediate 27% had to clean out . e

T

south of 1ts objective - where 1t met heavy reslstance. ’Qn/13 Mar.,
L Co. completed the reduction of the stubborn ﬁbéké%é 1ﬁfﬁfaws 1 & 2.
The enemy put up bitter resistance at Draw 4 and ;he hill mass in X Co.}a
area.

(Lucas)'"The next day, the Assault Platoon flushed out th%ﬁ&draw
(Draw $) from top to bottom and found no Japs; hoﬁever, we found a large
bamboo building about 12 ft. wide and 20 ft. long. We didn't know what
its purpose was but we burned it down. We moved slowly and, while the
3 Btn.;?ook gome : ] e, Acontinued to come from the
dravws.. Wojack and I were
blasting the trees they
needed out, so tﬂey could
get a tank through and fire
into the draws, with compos
ition "C" dnd the tank off~
icer and Lts Kaza were stan
i ding ‘four, or five feet fro

us trying to declde which

p e
was clearing the way for a tank .
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first round hit Kaza in the front left shoulder and came out the back
*
of his right shoulder. I saw him

i drop and dove on top of him and,
locking my arms and legs around him,
started rolling off that spot wﬁile
shots were still being fired. Other
were hit, also, and guys started
calling for medics. The Nip who
shot Kaza was located in a tree in ..
the draw, which put him on the aamé
level with us. He had a stralght
*1ine of fire onto the ridge. We .

R

\ before he was nailed. Others WEre

~ killed and wohnded, even our good

) Padre, Father Scannell (he had come

g Moncrlef Lt. Geo. Kaza | up there with Bil} Ritherford), was
KIA at Umingan~ KIA at Balete I
Pass hit in the hand (He carrigd a side

arm, - but, that shot endéd his combat time.) Lt. Kaza gained consclo-
usness and'told us he coﬁldn't move his arms. He told me to take his

Team would haye the t_;_e ﬁm -uar"
¥, 0 ) 14

wetch so that his rugged Assault
duty that night. I §
still have it."
(Father John
Séannell) "It was
‘about 1200, on St. buzm'-
Patrlcks Day, 1945,
and there was a small

pocket of reslstance

U a st rang out, aid an officer ell, - Homents later there was another
Sudde;nr%nan enhstedgman screamed . A medic went to get te screaming  doug

- wounded man came in alona . It was here that Fo
>wy'&‘}f small can- bl wag k‘M s&ﬂ’ia ond tho +an nias found with an M.3 ¥ifle «

on the part of the
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“thick trees and vines and other - jungle. The C.0. of K Co., Capt.

Bob Leonard, was given the mission of cleaning ou£ this,aééa. When
this was accomplished he would be relieved and would rejdiﬁ;the rest -
of the outfit for a little rest. The campalgning had beenafery u:
strenuous. I was with Capt. Leonard, at the K Co. C.P., when, following
some rifle fire, I heard a shout for litter bearers. I told Capt." »
Leonard that I was going to run up and see what I could do to help.
When I got there the jungle was very heavy. - Just llke thé£‘1n>thev»
Solomons. There was a small, or medium sized tank (M??)_Hhich’fiféd
105 mm shells and was in the timber when I arrived at K Co.'s GP.‘

They were trying to situate 1t so the tank could rake the'eﬁﬁire'*
canyon with point blank fire. It had, however, become wedged between';
a couple trees and was unable to move. The Assault P}étboh ﬁas ‘
called in and Lt. George Kaza with four enlisted men arrived yith

axes to cut down the pines. While thls was going on Jap sniper fire
hii Lt. Kaza and two enlisted men. The Lt..was the most seriously
wounded and by the time I arrived the medlcs had alreadybremoved the
‘Lt. (this rule of getting the most seriously wounded first 1s the
proceedure of triage). I offered to help carry out the secondiwounded
trooper; but, the medics saild they already had him. I séid 'Okay,
I'11l help with the third wounded man.' and, as 1 gestured withvmy
hand, I caught a bullet through it. I learned the meaning of shock
and 1it's very difficult to describe. 1% can only be experiencad.

One of the medics gave me a shot of morphlne and, almost at once, I
felt felief. Every combat medic should have the DSC.' Four were
wounded, including myself, and a man on the litter was shot again;

one medic (Joe Rossi, of Penn. - I asked him 1f he was serlouly

1

wounded and he assured me he wasn't - I heard the next day he died), -
one soldier standing beslde me, and myself. An officer threw a smoke
cannister into the jungle and that was the end of the sniping. Someone

helped me walk away from the tank and out of the Jungle and down the
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*thick trees and vines and other « Jungle. The C.0. of K Co., Capt.

Bob Leonard, was glven the mission of cleaning out this area. Hhen»
this was accomplished he would be relieved and would reJoln ‘the rest

of the outfit for a little rest. The campaigning had been very
Astrenuoue. I was wlth‘Capt. Leonard, at the K Co. C.P., when, following
some rifle fire, I heard a shout for litter bearers., - I told Capt.'
Leonard that I was going to run up and see what I could do to help. i
When I got there the -Jungle was very heavy - Just like that 1n the

Solomons. There was a small, or medium silzed tank (M??) which fired

105 mm shells and was in the timber when I arrived at K Go. 8- cr.i., f,-"5 -

They were trying to situate 1t so the tank could rake the entire f o
»canyon with point blank fire. It had, however, become wedged between }
a couple trees and was unable to move. The Aasault Platoon wae '

called in and Lt. George Kaza with four enlieted men arrlyed yith'
‘axes to cut down the pines. Whlle this was going on Jap snlper fire
hit Lt. Kaza'and‘two enlisted men. The Lt. was the most seriously
wounded and by the time I arrived the medics had already remofed fheof
;:Lt. (this rule of getting the most seriously wounded firsﬁ'is the .
proceedure of triage). I offered to help carry out the aeeond wounded
trooper; but, the medics said they already had him. I- said Okay,
I'11 help with the third wounded man.' and, as I gestured with my
" hand, 1 caught a bullet through it. I learned the meaniog of shock
and 1t's very difficult to describe. It can only be experienced.
One of the medlcs gave me ‘a. shot of morphine and, almost et once,'I.
felt relief. Every combat medic should have the DSO. Four were
wounded, 1nclud1nm myself, and a man on the litter was shot again,
uone medic (Joe Rossi, of Penn. ~ I asked him 1if he was eeriouly
wounded and he assured me he wasn 't - I hear& the next day he died),v:e‘
" one soldier stending beside me, and myself. An officer threw a smoke

cannister into the jungle and that was the end of the sniping. Someone

'helped me walk away from the tank and out of the Jjungle and down the
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spperson, Joplin, Mo., were located. Lt. Epperson was a MAC (Mgdiéal :

ddministrative Corps) officer and, though the medics had dréssed my

jound behind the tank, he re-bandaged it. Then someone took~me'in‘a jeep
‘o where I could plek up my personal gear, Including two Jap rifleé-
which I gave away).. I can't recall the Jeep driver but I was takén

‘o another aid station located in a dugout. Three medics were there

fnd I saw Lt. Kaza on a table. I asked George 1f he would like to

)ake hls confession and he saild, "I sure would, Father." 1 asked the
jedics to kindly ‘leave so we could have total privacy and George made ‘ : é
;complete confession. As I was pronouncing absolutlon. a#id signing
Am with the Bign of the Cross, a smile came on his face and he bedame
Aconsclous. I saw that he was dying and, having no use of my rlght
and, called for the medics to return and. help me unscrew thé stoek

# Holy 011 which I always carrled. I then anointed him and réndefed
rapeclal blessing for those departing this life.

"I can still see the smile on George Kaza's face - like he was
eeiﬁg someone, or something very pleasant in ‘the invisible world.
hetwords of John Henry Cardinal Newman came.to me: ' )
“e..in spite of this universal world which we see, there is ahother .

irld, quite as far-spreading, quite as close to us, and more wonderful;

iother world all aroundius, though we see 1t not, and nmore wonderful
an-the world we see, for this reason 1f for no other, that we do not “fff_@
2 it. All around us are numberlesc objects, comlng and going, watching,
rking, or wailting, which we see not. this 1s the other world, which

e eyes reach not unto, - but faith only." ‘

"Lt. Kaza, I was told, died soon afterwards. A driver took me in a

;p about. 40 miles-back to the Third Fleld Hospital, at.Sén Joses

}1ngimy’five'days there they gave me 134 million units of penicillin
ery three’hours’and dne of thé doétors said that in WW 1 my hand
uldfave been amputated. After five days I was flown to an evac = B
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in the 126 Gen. Army Hospital. I was then flown to Fitzsimons
General Hospital, in Denver. I was home. I left Fitzsimons on i Nov.,
1945, ‘ ,b

"I tried very much to write a letter of consolation to George‘Kaza's
parents, in the Detrolt area, but could never get his address. 1
twice wrote the Adjutant General, in Wash., but was informed each time
that they had no information of a Lt. George Kaza." v '

The loss of these stalwart Wolfhounds was & real blow»to_the Regiﬁent
- especlally in the effort of bringing thelr last campaigh,;of WW:II,_

to a successful concluslon.
(Lucas) "The captain of I Co. (I think his name was thtle) eent

for me to come to the CP and, when I got there, he pointed toward ‘a
-draw, and told me there were three caves down there he wanted closed.
Lambert and I went down to the caves. One was a large hbspital with
. bunks bullt into the sides. There were medical supclies all over the
ground and the cave went,atraigh£ for 5C of 60 ft. and curved to the
left. What was around that curve we'll never know - we never looked..:
We checked the other two over and decided they had just been started ‘
‘since they were only a few ft. into the mountain. I returned to the

CP and told the old man what the .score was and that just one of the caves
needed to be sealed. Lambert wapéhed the curve, with his Thompson
Bub-machine Gun, whlle I planted a 50 1lb. satchel charge 30 ft.

inside the top of the cave (held up by bamboo) and sealed the cave up.
Wheén I reported on the missions completion, the Capt. told me to take the
team back to the Bin. CF and await further orders. We wére pl&ced on
guard duty, on the outer perimeter, and informed they would see‘usi
tomarrow. That night Lambert, Lucero end 1 dug in next to a small
stream flowing out of the mountalns. After dark. we spotted Nipa

coming down the mountaln rattling their canteens and thelr tiny pen

lights shining. Obviously it was a water stop. At this time our

trucks, with 105 Howitzers, began coming in, to set up nearby, and one



SLUPPSU AL LU’ LUXNDLE 4nd STartea a conversatlon with them. They
spotted the lights and heard the canteens and wanted t§ know what outfit

it was. We told them we didn't know the unit since they were enemy

and, 1n disbelief, they wanted to know why we didn't blow them away.

We advised them we didn' t want it known we were moving in and we sure

as hell didn't want to give away our position.

"Early next morning I went to the CP and asked about the men who
were hit the day before and was told Kaza had died, but there was no
word on the others. I was also told the members of the Assault Platoon
should make their choice of going into Hg. Co., or.returning to their
old Units. They were disbanding the AP for want of replacements.

Most of my buddies went to Hg. Co. but I elécted to go back to my old
Item Co. I was up for Staff and had to go first to L Co. for two weeks
until the rate came through and then I returned to I Co. as a squad
leader. It was good to be back home with my old buddies - or, at least,
half of them."

Battling both terrain and determined, albeit scattered, Jap resistance,
the 161 Inf. had a harder time moving north, but, neverthe less, its
forward elements gained high ground west of Rt. 5, opposite Putlan,
by 10 Mar. Two days later one company was on commanding ground west of
the highway halfway to Minuli, two miles north of Putlan. By that time,
12 Mar., Rt. 5 was safe for military traffic as far as Putlan. Agéin
the Tropic Lightning hac secured its objective more rapidly than expected;'

Nothing succeeds like success, so Gen. Swift felt when, on 11 and 13
Maf., he twice extended the 25 Div.'s zone of responsibility to the north.
He first directed the Div. to secure Rt. 5 to Kapintalan barrio, 5 mi.
beyond Putlan, and then instructed Mullins to drive on through Balete Pass.
The‘Japs Puncén Sector Defense Unit had coll§psed réther rapidly;however, .
the I Corps directive, to seize Balete Pass, was to precipltate a battle
that would demonstrate to the 25th that the Jap 10th Div. could fight
as well as theilr 24 Tank Div.

Initially, Gen. Mullins laild plans to execute two separate attacks



