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wenty-Seventh United States Iafantry, activated by Autho- _TT‘
Fity of the Congress of the United States end by direction - N
of the Secretary of War, 2 February 190l. sk ok ok ok ok k% ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk ok K ok x : . i
* *
2 Organizetiom: * UNIT HISTORY : \r/
* <
Table of Organization and Equipment 7-11, 26 February 1944, * :
effective in the 27th Infantry 25 April 1944, amended by * - H UNITED STATES INFANTRY -
Change 1, 30 June 1944. ! y  TWENTT-SEVENT *
*
3 Strength: * October ~ November - December :
* Ninetesn Forty-Four . * z
officers Warrant Enlisted * k z’
Officers Men PR EEEEEEEE R I S*
a At Beginning of Period: 159 5 3040
b Net Increase Each Month
1 = 31 October 1944 [ 0 0
1 - 30 November 194: 4] 0 70
1 - 31 December 1944: 0 [¢] [¢]
¢ Net Decrease Lach Month C Q;é
1 - 31 October 1944: 1 [} 31 P EN
1 - 30 November 194k: 1 0 [¢] I
1 - 31 December 1944: Q [ 95
d At End Of Period: 157 5 2984 By Dirsction 0f
e Losses In Action:’ N ~-0-¥§-E Colonel Philip F Lindeman
Commanding Officer
f f Commanding Officer:
Colonel DAVID H BUCHANAN, 0 17 746
B SIATIONS - ‘Bz}“)

1 From 1 - 31 October the regiment was camped at its Base \’b ;/
Camp between Oua Tom and Bouloupari, 60 miles west of Nou- 8S8-E-C-R-BE=T S
mea, This camp was established when the regiment moved to n
New Caledonia, Eoyalty Islands. éﬁ
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SECTION I, centinued

c
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factor.was misrepresented in the United States Press.
Becatise the matter wes first introduced in the U S Con-
gress & misunderstanding arose in most soldiers' minds
and a great majority were of the opinion that the War
Department policy wes an actual law,

Largely due to articles in magezines and newspapers,
nany members of the command were under the impression
that the percentage per theater indicated by the War De-
partment circular corstituted the true basis of Rotation,
and they seemed to disregard the other important provi-
sion: the authority of field comuanders to detbermine the
extent of Rotation dictated by the tactical situation in
their respective theaters.

Thru Orientation discussions attempts were made to educate
the members of the comand as to the true status of the
War Department policy as well as the problems confronting
the large-scale bactical aspects of the war in the Pacifie.

Post Exchange:

A centrally located post exchange was operated by the
regiment. Beer was available on the basis of approxi~
mately 24 botiles per men per month. With the sxception
of a clgaret shortage of around two weeks! duration,
there was an adequate supply of the more popular post
exchange supplies.

Motion Pictures:

An outdoor theater wss operated in the vicinity of the
post exchange. Regular Division Special Bervice channels
supplied an average of three Tilms per week; however,.

by special arrangements by the Athletic and Norale Officer
with Island agencies, films were shown about six times

a week.

When subordinate units wers away from the Bage Camp for
training purposes, arrangements were usually made to run
a late showing for them.

Although in some instances the showings were a repitition
of {ilms shown previously, the atbendance for repeat
showings was almost as large as for the first run. The
practice of showing a motion picture almost every uight
was one of the foremost favorakle morale factors during
the stay on New Caledonia. -
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SECTION I, continued

B 3 From 1 - 7 November the regiment was bivouaced at Uitoe
Beach, 5 miles east of Tontouta, New Caledonia, during

a phase of amphibious training.

3 On & November the regiment returned to Base Camp.

4 On 15 December the regiment embarked on transports at
Noumea Harbor for a water move to Luzon, Philippine
Islands.

5 Move from Noumea Harbor: See Station Log, Armnex I-1.

C  MORALE

The period covered by this report was purely one of intensive
training to fit the unit for combat, In order that no person-
nel would miss any of the important aspects of this phase the
principel recreational factors were those that could be exerw-
cised during off-duty hours in the near vicinity of camp.

* During the last quarter of 1944 the regiment was completing
a ten-month stay at New Caledonia, and the last combat period
hed ended a year before, in October of 1943. The Base Camp
was quite some distance from the only town of any appreciable
size, and consequently some distance from the Island's recrea-
tional facilities, the latter being located in the immediate
vicinity of Noumea,

The following are the more important factors affecting the
morale of the command:

1  HKail:

The mail situation continued generally good. The average
length of delivery of First Class Mail was 16 - 18 days.
Air Mail deliveries reguired approximately 9 days, and
surface mail required about thirty days. Second, Third
and Fourth Class Mail required approximately five to six
weeks.,

A regimental branch of the Division Post Office was estab-
lished, and money orders, Registery, and Parcel Post facil-
ities were readily available to all persomnel.

2 Rotatiom:

One of the largest items affecting morale was Rotation,
and it was extremely unfortunate that this particular
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BOAT TEAMS - N S~E-CT-R-B-T s i
1. The 2ibn Gombe fesn during the anphidiows training will comsist of: SECTION I,-continued
27 Tafadtry Reginont [ 5 U8 @.and Srecial Service Shows:
Ty =
8th' Field Arti:;l‘:;y Bgn A, variety of stage shows Were presented. . Because of the
B;-Compeny, 65‘;, 1E§ Iimited itinerary assigned them, the Bob Hope and the
G Compeny ;.. Nodica. nMsdical B Jack: Benny ‘Shows were performed for a divisional audience,
1st Pltn, D cg’é‘?;nyizah Tnfantry Other -shows which remained within the divisional area’
ghgrzt::;‘cyéom F?éld Artillery Bn for ong to two weeks were presented in the regimental’
L3 g .
Hq Batbery, Division Artillery theater.
Detachment, Ordnence Company .
Defense Plén, Division Hq Compeny 6  Pagses:

Detachment, Band

Beczuse Ei)’f the intens‘}ve phi§e if tgaipingtgnytextensi.ve
. a0 3 £ 4) landing teams: system of passes was impractical. uring € two weeks
2. The Coubst Toamwill be divided imto four (4) prior to departure, however, a limited number were gran-
ine T ted for leave to Noumea. As the cemp area was 60 miles
lst Bn Lending T::’;‘l from town, a schedule was established to provide govern-
ig gn Lﬁ:ﬁi;ﬁi Team ment transportation to and from Noumea.
n
Provisional Ba Landing Tesm 7 Athletics:

5 ists of ¢
5, The lat Bn Lending Team consists Special Service equipment was furnished to umits such

- . that each company was_able to maintain a volleyball and
% 5 officers 91 Battery Persomnel 14 Lisison & F.0.'s - & horshoe court. Boxing, Bassball, softball and volley-

[ %;3/65 Pogrs 1 officer 38 ball leagues Were initiated as a competitive Tactor.,

i 1/¢/25 Med 2 Officers 31 Radi eili X

; Bn Shore Perty zag 8 adio Facilities:

| 1/¥ine/AT/27 Rach company had purchased a radlo set from its Company

i 4. The 24 Bn lending Tesm consists of: Fund,

| .

An American Expeditionary Station was operated
by the New Caledonia Island Command at, Houmea, and per-
o/e1 sonnel heard news broadcasts and transcriptions of the
!

|

B/3 4 Officers 93 Bettory Persomzel 14 lLisison & F.0.'s mere popular programs of United States networks.
; 2/8/65 Engrs 1 Officer 42 Teod:
! 2/0/25 Med 1 Officer 2225 I} 004
] —
i Bn Shore Party The supply of fresh food was considerably better than
: 2 /Mine/AT /27 8 PPLy y
N

the firet three-quarters of the year., The basis of issue
was the "B" Ration, supplemented by certain fresh products.
The post exchange, by discontinuing the sale at the ex~
change building, furnished sufficient quantities of ice
cream to serve one cup per individual an average of every
ten days. Remuneration was paid the post éxchange from

5. The 3d Bn Landing Team consists of:

27287 § Officers 94 Battery Persomnel 14 Liaison & F.C.'s
3/8/65 Engrs 1 Officer 43

. Company Funds and from collections from personnel. The
33
3/0/25 ’5"3 zsgggzziz o Island Quertermaster issued ice cream an average of twice
1/5/25 MEE " 285 & week, Presh meat was issued on the average of three
B, ?horzT ,‘;7 v 3 times per week, bubtter almost daily, and fresh vegetables
5/”“"/ / from Igland faerms were issued an average of once & week.
- ~four-
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6. The Provisioneal Bn Landing Team consists of:

Second Wave;
Bn Hq - Ly=Col’ Christia.nsox; - C.0. N

Commnd Group of sach essault company., ﬁi";ﬁ;‘ims i

Support Platoon of each assault company, t ag;ie - 8-1

Weepons Platoon- (less 2 Bazooks squads) of each essault company It Curtiz - 8-4

72 Tormars o ror Forty -  nen s 58 (feus sicke o

b e eaTeT Tarty - 8 n g;;g; 1?3 (less staff section snd perscmnel section)
Third Wave: 2%37 {less Mine Pltn) igé

Advence Bn Commad Post. gq{;é/gjzs 7‘;

Advance Bn Ald Stetion (Asst Ba Surgeon, Litter Squad - 4 men, 3 aid Def i /iia/25 26

stetion men, & company aid men). . D"f;‘”d/zs 23

Advence Shore Party Group. ’ H:.A o 116

Baval Gunfire Liaison Party = 6 men. sv/8 59

Reserve Rifle Company qu/ﬁ/es Engrs 35

Recomaissance Personnel from Mortar Platoon,

Fourth Wave: 7. Rosters of attached personnel may be obtained from the Regimental $-1.

Remainder of Bn Command Group - 8, All boat tesms within a Battalicn Landing Team will be numbered es follows:

8lmn Morter Pletoon
Asgault Team First Wave 11-19

; Second Wave 21.29
FEEE s s e o s S, e
Eloments of Shore Party | ver Sauads - 8 men, § aid station nen). This does not mean thet thero mist be nine boats in each wavo.
Bn AT Platoon In colum: the boat teams will be as Pollows:

F.A. Lisison Party "
12

Fifth Wave: 13, eto,

Flatoon of Collecting Company
Plements of Shore Party
Elements of Artillery
Engineers Elerents

Doployed, the boats will be as follows:
18 16 14 12 11 13 15 17 19

Sixth & Suceseding Waves in This Priority: 9. It will be asgumd that no LCM's will be in the first three waves,
10, One bazooks team from the weapons platoon will be attached to sach assault

1. Belence of Shore Party platoon
oon.,

2, Engineers

3. Balance of Artillery

4. Bn S-4, A & P Platoons, Administrative Sections of Company
Headguarters

5. Clearing Platoon (For 3d Bn only).

1. One heawy machine gun pletoon will be attached to esch assault company.,
12, The composition of waves will be as follows:
First Wave:

-, ©.0. or Exeoutire Officer,of each of 2 asssult Companies.
Uossengers, SCR-556 Operator, snd Wiremen to lay & wire in each assault
' company zoms {rom the boach behind the assault platoons leaving cne
man with & sound-power phone on the beach end of the wire.
2 assault plstocns of sach of & assault cOmpaHies

R S

RALPH B REEVES Jr,
1st Lt, 27thInfadbry

B i e o i
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5 ¥ £ 1-0uN-F-1-D-E-N-T-I-A-L  TRAINING PROGRAW FOR 25TH U.S. INFANTRY DIVISION 4 lovenber, 1844 j=
g § __________ TOUR LAY SCHEDULE OF TRANCPORT TRAINING (This Apnex "C" super- H
52y FITE W0 15173) cedes Annex "C" dated 4
bl 51 (ATh) 18 October, 1544.) &
5 18I (ATA) E|
Y TIME SUBJECT PLACE REFARKS
Tst Day G830 To Combat Load Blue Beach Operation to te accomplished by
Completion Lending Team end Trensport Quarter-
master as directed by Landing Team
CaCu
. 1330-1500 Eubark Personnel Blue Beaoh Operetion to be accomplished by
Leénding Team C.0. Troops to re-
coive evening meal sboard.
T600- Ship's Drills Operation Room Explanation of emergency drills by
ship's officer. v
2600-2100 Tnstrucbion of Doat Gperavion Room Duties of Boat Team Leaders. Plans | .
Team Leaders for following dey's excercise.
Znd Day 0800-0845 Demonstretion in Tieing 1
Equipment
* 0900-1130 Preparation for Troop Compartments Boat Team Leeders organize teams,in-
Exercise form persomel for afternoon exercim:- i
1830-1700 Debarkabion Dxercise T Two Aebarkation exercises into 5
small boats. No landing. -
T900-1950 Derken Ship 81 Propare for Night Bxercise.
1930-Tc Wight Debarkebion Exercise 81 Each boat team to descend and ascend
Completion nets once.
3rd Day G800-1130 Tanding Exercise Blue Beach Taocbtical problem Yo inmitisl phase
line beyond first cover, under ocon-
trol of Launding Tesm C.0.
1350-1630 Tending Exercise Blue Eeach - w
2000< Plens for Final Cperation Room Teoting to be held by Landing Teem
Lending Exercise .0,
Zth Day 0445~ Final Lending Ttue Besch H-Hour: Devm. EXercise to be in &c-
H - Hour cordance with plan and orders of
Landing Tesm €.0. Times for Reveild
mess end debarkation of troops to be
arranged by Landing Team CO and
X x Condr+ of 15I. %
& TRUE COPY: W/p
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ANNEX "AM TO CTU 77:9.1 TRAINING ORDER 42-44 (Continued)

There are three’ adjacent béaches sultable for beaching landing

eraft in the Tetere Area of "GUADALCANAL. These beaches are each
about 900 yards wide and are designated from left to right AMBER,
GRAY, and. PURPLE. See the dlagrams snd beach sketches attached.

Trgnsbiy Charlie will land the 35th Regimental Combat Team over
Beach ANMBER, with the 2nd Battalion landing team on the left, the
1st Bat€alion landing team on the right, and the 3rd Battalion in
Reserve,

TransDiv Baker will lend the 27th Regimental Combat Tesm over

Beach GRAY, with the 1lst Battalion landing team on the left, the
2nd landing team on the right, and the 3rd Babtalion in reservs.

TransDiv Able will land the 16lst Regimental Combats Team over
Beach PURPLE, with the lst Battalion landing team on the lei.'t, the
3rd Battalion landing team on the right, and the 2nd Battalion In
reserve.,

4, General Instructions.

Corrective instructions, supervised training in proper methods, strict
adhersncs to the Transport Doctrine, a full test of commnications and
equipment, and a thorough test of unloading facilities, boat control,b
and beach and shore party organization and equipment 14 the desired ob-
Jjective.

X X X X X X X

, 27th Infantry

1,
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ANNEX *A" To
COVMMANDER TASK_UNIT 77.9.1

TRATNING. ORDER_NO -AZ~44

QUTLINE OF SHIP_TO-SHORE MOVEMENT AND TRAINING EXERCISE
IETERE BEACH, GUADATCANAL, B, 5.

General.

This training exercise should mnot be considered a dress rehearsal
for an assault operation simce the tactical scheme of three regi.
mental combat teams landing abreast is for the stated purpose of
training the combet teams, whereas in assault the plane is for

two RCT23 to land abreast, with one in reserve., For an uncpposed
landing over secured Weaches at the objective, 1t is plenned to
land three reapiments abreast, without formal wave schedules, and
with the Beach and shore parties landing an advance reconnalssance
detachment first to organize and mark the beaches followed by the
remainder of the shore and beach parties and debarkatilon of troops.

However, as far as the transports are concerned, most of the fea~
tures of an amphiblous assault are present and with s bit of im~
provising and imagination, gll of the benefits of a full scale re-
hearsal can be obtained. :

Commend.

At some time in the spproach to the transport area, SIG 77.9 who
has been O0TC for the movement from NOUMEA, will direct GTU 77.9.1
to take command of the transport group and execute the ship-to
shore movement. ZIransports will have set condition l-& in sccor=
dance with theilr individual Hime requirements, so that upon arri-
val at assigned stations in the transport area, and when directed
by CTU 77.9.1 to land the landing force, they will be ready to

lower boats promptly and commence the ship-to-shore movement.

For training purposes and in order to preserve the tactical unity
of embarked troop unit, the NOUMEA TRANSPORT GROUP has been Tre-
organized Into speclal transport divisions Able, Beker and Char-
lle. This reorganization by troop tactical units will also form
the basis for crulsing formations enroute to the objective.

The Landing.

The landing exercise will simulate as closely as possible the
assault landing of an Army Division with three Regimental Combat
Teams abreast, with two battalion landing teams of each regiment
abreast and one in reserve, It will be assumed that there is an
additional regimental combat team, reinforced, afloat in reserve
and immediately available with own ships boats.

Annex III-8




