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CHAPTER 1

ACPIVITIRS OF THS 25TH DIVISION FROM THE CLOSE OF THT GUADALCANAL
CAUPAIGN TO THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW GEORGIA CAMPAIGN
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1. MISSION.—With the cessation of hostilities on Cuadalosnal
the division was assigned o defensive miesian by the Camnanding
General, XIV Corps, The division was cherged with repslling eny
attenpted lending by the Japanese in the sector bounded on the east by
the Metepuna River and on the west by the sagt delts of the Lumga
River, The beach positions were oecupied by the 35th Infantryand the
161st Infantry Regimonte, with the 16lst Infantry on the Tight, or sast
Pert of the ecctor, and the 35th Iufantry om the left, or woot parb of
the sector. Ths 27th Infantry Rogiment (less the let battalten which
wag beld In Carps roserve) was assigued to furnish loeal security Tor
{sland air and supply installotions, The division artillery wems imto
positions from which direct and gemeral support could be given to the
infontry regiments, Subscquently the 2nd battalion, 27th Tnfantry was
moved to the Florida-Tulagl arca where it menned beach defenses. On
Juno 12th the Jrd bottallon, 27¢h Infamtry {less 2 rifle compauies)
was dispatehod to Visale where they Mirnished locol security. for Radar
installations, With the departure of the 43rd Division for How Georzia.
the 3rd bottalion, 35th Infautry, and the 64th Fleld Arttllery Batta-
Llion moved to Russell Island where it was charged with the mfssion of
dofending that base, Responsibility for beach fefenses in the Guadal-
canal eector passed to the Commanding Genernl, 3rd Marine Divisfon
storting on July 2lst with the departurc of the 16lst Combat Team for
New Georgla,

During the time the division was stationed on Guadnleanal it
assisted in the dovelopment of that all important base, 'Tae Engineers
were called upon to'build bridges and roads and tho Infantry Reslments
cad Artillery Battalioas furnished many thousands of man hours of labor
in building up supply dumps omd unlonding ships, The importance of
this work, although it amounted to drudgery cnd caused o grest deal

of eacern to bhe comnond, wae illustratod by the subsequent successful
campaiens woged in New Georgle, Vello Iavella, Bougatnville, and Groen
Island with Guadaleancl as the t base, Alr agalnst
the principal Jopanese bese in the Souttwest Pacific Area at Raboul
were also carricd out from this base,

. TRAINING,--Thers was mo training activity undertaken during
the month of February for the division wmas busy constructing and im~
proving bouch defenses. Harly in Morch trelning was resumed with per-—
ticular emphnsis placed on methods to rectify the mistakes made in the
Gundaloenal compaign, Additional instruction was given in amphiblous
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operations, New wonpons were tasted by the units as they decome ovall-
eble, although nene were issued for use during the Now Goortis camipalen.

Replacemonts were Tow unbil Just prior to the departure of the
45tn Iofontry for Vella lavella when the first of approximately 400.
officers ana mon orTived. I wus impvssible 5o give Shom nore
functory training, However, they were carefully fibted into P compan-
los of She roginant so that thoy might avall themselves of thé exper-
ience of ¥he OldeT oanbit-wise troops.

3. wss OF PERSONNEL.

TurTie the period the diviston ]ost eny of 1ts high rnnk—-
ing erncsx-s. The lorg
Diber of ashscned lecders, dceidhd 40 carieh hor wmken with Lhes
pen. Brigedier General John R, Hodge, the assistant division cemmondor
was slovated to the renk of MeJor General and glven command of the
fmericel Division. Brigodier Gomeral Strnley Reimhart wes Teturnsd to
the United States whore he too was promoted 0 Major General amd given
commond of ‘the. 65th Infantry Division, Colonel Williem HeGalloch, Com-
manding Officer of the 27¢h Infratry Regiment, was mamed u Brigadier
Gonoyel und assiguod o the imerieal Divieion'to give that division o
21l 25th oomaend, It. Colonel Jossph K. Bush, & 0. of S., G
pronoted to Oolonel and given cammnd of the 1z2md Infar.try Rogiment
of the mmerical Division. Colonel Robert MoClure, Cemmendlng Officer
of the 35tk Infontry Regimont, was nemed o Brigadder Ceneral on April
26,1943, ond nnde. nssistant Division Commanders’ In recogmition of
the cutstanding job-turned in by General McUlure; os Cramanding Officer
of troope in the Vella Invella operction, the wor department recallsd
Bin o the, United States for Te-nssigamont on September 9, 1943, Eo
wns given.crmmond of the R/4E Thfontry Division. Colonel williem P,
Bledsoe, Chicf of Staff, wap promoted to Brigadier Generol on June 24,
1943, and became Commanding Gemercl, 25th Division Artillery.

b. The divisien bad been in the Guadaloanak area for a per-
iod of sight ard cme-half months prior to being ¢Gunitted in New Geor-
gla. Iosges in persomncl, both officer omd enlisted, wers hoavy for
the Tavages of Malaria wd other diseases camon in $ho tropics book
hedr toll, e over all strength of the division os of June 15th
was 473 officers and 12,123 enlisted men mlthough the PO for an infan-
try division at that time was 756 officers and 14,758 enlisted men.
Losses,in the infantry Togimonts were, of curse, highost. The 16lst
Infantry wos oamitted to battle with 110 officers ant 2023 enlighed

~ men, 'Thé 27th Infantry hed 111 nmcers m\ 2274, oulisted men.
strength of the 35th Infontry om o few days.before eepm—
1ng for Velln Levelld was 112 ftrematrs *2555 enlisted mon.

15 the New Georgla Compaign progressod, the strengtl of
the atetsTin becon alaraingly depleted due to {llmess aml babble sas-
ualtles, Near the close of the'compalen the 16lst Infantry had 71
officers and 1575 enlisted men; the 27th Infantyy had 84 officers snd
1849 enlisted men; the 35th Infuntry hod 100 officers oml 2459 enlist-
ed mem, The increased strength of the 35th Infantry wes due o t"e
axrival of about 400 officers and menm during end after the move
Volln lavelia, Thore were many cases of rifle camponies Operutlng niLh

=50 etfoetives.

4. FLAN FOR NEW GEORGIA CAMPAICN., — The original plan for the
¥ow Georgia cempeign as promuilzated by the Commander, Thiru imphibicus
Foroes, called for the use of the 43rd and 37th Infantry Divisions, and
the lst and 4th Narine Raider Bettalions, in the combat operations. It
was believed that these forees constitubed sufficient troops to wrest
the entire island group fram the Jepanese within a 30 day period. The
25th Divieion constituted the reserve, The Division was called wpon to
furs over much of its valued eouipment to the two divisions sbout to go
into action for the firgt tine, particularly Artillery pieces, This
sonewhat hampered the movement of the division imto combat when it was
decided that the reserve division was desperately needed to finish the
canpaign.

5+ COGUNDERS AND STAFF,-— The commenders and staff ab the start
of the New Georgia campared were:

Commanding Goneral Maj. Gen, J. Lawton Gollins
Brig. Gen. Robert B, MeGlure
Brig. Gen. William P, Bledsoe
Colonel William W, Dick, Jr.

Ao €. of 84, G-1 Lt. Col. Charles H. Mackoff
Ae C. of §., G2 Lt. Col. Hobert L. Stevenson
Ao Go of 8. G-3 Lt, Col, C. Bradford Smith
ke C. of S., G Lt, Col. Clande E. Jurney
Adjutant Goneral Lt, Col, Wilbur a. Sweeten
Signal Officer Major Lewrence Fy Forbes
Ordnance Officer Major Gerald C. Cowan
Surgeon Lt. Col, Raymond H. Bunshaw
(uartermaster It, Col. Kress R, Villiams
Finance Lt, Col. Charles H, Miles
Headouarters Commandant lajor James C. Suee
Chaplain Yo Jor Bvens Te Moocley
Chenical Officer Lt. Cols Nelson MeKalg
Starf Judge Advocate Yajor Wilmot T. Baughn
Inspecior General ce
Provost Marshal o

27th Infantry Golonel Douglas Sugg

35th Infantry Colonel Evorett E. Brown

3 16lst Infantry Colonel James L. Dalton IT

90th F. A, Bn.
. 65th Engineer Bn, Lt. Col. George F. Dixon, Jr,
€. 0., 25th Medical Bn, Lt, Col. Willis B, Johnson

#General MoClure was ordersd to the Us S. on § September 1943,
Brigadier General C. L, Mullins replaced him, orriving al arusdel
Islend on 22 September 1943.
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6.. MOVE TG NEW GEORGLL

. = fssoed o 1 July 1943 alerted
one combat team of the 25th Infaitry Divisicn fur movoment o 8kt

north. In the light of tho divisiun’s tectical mission on mndalcsmu
ot this time, tho 16lst Infomtry Resiment, 89th Field Artillery Batta-
licn, Compony "4", 65th Engineer Battalion (Combat), amd Company "A47,
25th’Kedical Battalion weis selected. Preparations were made to movs
Thcse wnita cu 12 hours novice.  Toading began on 19 July, aad on 20
fuly, the ccbat tean moved to Rerdova Island, New Georgla, and came
under the comuend of tho XIV Corps.

00 29 July the 27th Combat Team less the 8th Field Artile
lery Eattnlmn was alerted for movemcnt to the morth, The following
day it was dec ided that the division headquarters would accompany bhe
27th Combat Toom, These umits departed Kukum Boach, Guedaleamal, the
evening of 31 July am dsberkod ot Sasavele Ielund, New Georgia Just
vofors dawn on 1 August.

The following day the 27th Tuforlry and Division Iead-
quarters Moved te New Qeorsin., The 27th Infantry was assigned the
sdssion of deferding the Corps north flenk and maintaining contact with
the 2nd Battnlion, 148th Infantwy.

d. The Scuth Pacific Scoats composed of Fifien and Solomon
Islands ndtives was atbachod to the division on 3 fngust to assist in
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patrolling activities to tho morth, This group was of groest velue,
bat tho meed for natives fauiliar with New Geomia wes keonly felt.
Taformation was often inccoutate and of 1itble militery sienificance.

7. HISSION. .
— +. - 7, Tne tcorpe Commander airected the 25%h Infantry Division
bo advance to the motth; securc the Villoge of Zietn, Piru Flanto-
t1on am Foiruku Bacbox, amd cloar the aren of all Tnpunese.

b. The mission entailed an advonce of ten milss through tio
Jongle, loeation nmd destructicn of all enemy resistance, and a func~
tion with the force ot Fnogal consisting of the lst apd ith Maring
Faiden Pottalions, the 3rd Buttalicn, 145th Infantry, amd tho 3nd Bat-
talion, L;8th Infontry. This combimeticn of units becave known as the
versedge Force,

8. ATTICK T0 ZIETA,

- TaEcTiigence reports indicutod that bhoTe were two pative
tracks which Tan morth frem the lupde avea - oo to Batroko and the
other to Ziota. (Sec atteched tup), In addition, nctive end arine
petrols Toported o cross trail which led from . Bao to a point porth
P% Zistn. Learning that theve wos a Japoncse Garrison ab Zicte, the
ivision couanlor decided to ait 4t from two direchlons. Ab this
tine wly the 27¢n Infantry bl for combat as tectical con=
irol of the 161st Combat Team 4id not revert to the division unti
& mgust. One battallon of the 27sh Infontry was moved morth along
+he Bairoke Trail on 2 fgust with the miseion of moving to Y. Bao
a0 then turning o the west to flank the Zieta garrison; $ho obher
o battalions began moving north a Zictm. APtor an cnely StTong
Jofat was Toduced op tho Baircko Trail, the advane to the borth along
This route procceded unopposed except by the Tugged meture of the Sor-
Tain eod the cbstacles of oupply. Howover, the Japamese fought o
strong felaylng action on the Zicte Trail all the woy to Zieta.

b. As the advance progressed it was established that a good
portion OF bhe infermaticn dobuined ub the besiuning Of the capelfn
Pt Palscs Nt. Tirokambla was not 1,000 yerds north-wosh of Ziete,
Tt rothor approximately threc miles cast-noTth eest vherecf. Murs
thor, Mt. Bao wes tmy mile onst of M. Tirckambia and there was mo
tredl Girectly fwom 1, Bao to Ziehn. Consequently, & chonge of the
basic plon of meneuver was indlested. It was no longer foacivle T
el Zicte with 6 column from the east, 50 the bavtalion of tho 27th
Infustyy on the Bairoko Trail waa attached to tho 16lst Iafanbry.

Tho 31a Bottolisn, Lith Infantry hed been moved to lt.
Tirckanbia ant thonce to Zicta Hill by the Liversedne Forces This
Sovtalitn es abteched to the 27th Infantry em given tie mssion of
Deventing tho witarawal of the Jepanece from Zietu o the sorth
B Tmerthmest. While tho main body of the 27th Infustry moved north
long the trail to Ziota o force was gent around the wost flank to
Lok tho teatl bobwoen Ziota and Japauese held Piru Plantetion, (o
the morming of 15 fugust, the 27th infontry supported by foit
fron the 11th Horine Defense Brstolion captured Zete wd sliminatod
o good portion of the sscaping Japamose ot the trail block wost of
Sicta. “Purewit of the remcining cmemy wae initlsted and sevoral
stragglers woro Killed.

-5

9. ADVANCE TO BALIROKO HARBOR.
a. WGt tho 1blat Ifamery Conbat Team rev
control of the 25th Infentry Division and zus committed gsA:;:: z: ::Z
Bairoko Trail with the mission of following the battalion of the 27th
Infentry on that trail to Ft; Bac. From that point the 161st Tnfantry
wag ordered to proceed north, cleer the area between Sunday Inlet end
Baircko Horbor amd make contret with tha Tiversad.

ce.

b On Argust Gth the advance on the Bairoko Treil bad been
carried ¥o the Bairok River and contact cateblished with the Liversedge
Fomee, cmtpol of uhieh passad 19 tiie Cantanding General, Z5th Ifontry

vislon, his force wag given the mission of clenris
ot Bt Hortors of clenring the nroa scst

2. The 161st Infontry moved north from Mo, ol

Bairoko Harbor and occupied the wost bank of the nmgre,ﬁ“ﬁ‘mm’d
without cpposition, The lst Bubtalion, 27tk Infomtry, which wes attach-
od to the liversedge Forco m ugwst 10th, and the 3rd Battalion 145th
Infantry, moved on Bairoko from tho east and southeast and ccoupied

the eust bank of the harbor on 25 Awgast without oppdsition, The Tapam-
ese had svacuatod to Arundel and Kolombmmgara Island, and nll organized
resistance om New Georgln wos terminated on 25 fugust 1943,

0. ATTACK ON PIRU PLANTATION. -~ After the fall of Zieta the 27th
Infantry was given tho missich OF elearing the area betweon Piru Planta-
tion ond Sunday Inlet, Fetrols were dlspatched on 16 August to find a
suitable route through the swamp to Piru Plimtation, ° After exhaustive
reconnaissance failed to disclose a high ground xouts, the 27th Infamtry
(less Ist Battallion) attacked across one and’one half miles of swamp
cnd secured the plemtation area on 23 /ugust, this denylng the use of
Hathorn Sound to the cnemy.

11, OPERATIONS ON ARUNDEL ISLAYD.

a. During ¥ho period 25 /nmist to 23 September elements of the
XIV Corps were enznged in clearing Arundel Tsland amd the small odjscent
1513!{?5. ‘Mo bottolions of the 27th Infantry were attached to the 43rd
Division co 10 Septembsr 1943, and the remeining battalion on 15 Sept-
@bor 1943 to relieve the wits of that division om Arundel and
Sagekarasa Islands.

b. On 24 Scptember 1943, frendel nxd Sogskcrasa Islands were
cleared, &nd control of the 27th Infontry reverted bo the 25th Tnfamtry
Division, On the seme dute tho rosponsibility of the division wos ex-
;e:]ndcg t0 include Arundel Islomd cnd an 25 September 1943, “anc Wama

sland.

12, (COUPATIGN OF KOLOMBANGAR: ISLAM. ~ During the mext’several
doye the artiliory meutralized enemy positioms cn Kolombangara, many
of which werc cloarly vistble across Blackett Strait. By 6 Cotober
1943, all patrole sont to Kolombemgarn had returned negubive reports
and it was ovident that the Joponose had evacunbed the island, and on
that date cne battalion of the 27th Infamtry lamded without resistamce
and set up a perimetor defense around Vila Afrfield, The last of the
islande in the New Georgia Group had boen ocoupled.
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13, PRIGR PLANNING. ~- Prior to the invasion of the New Georgis
group, several small patrols were sent by higher headguarters to To-
comoiter landing arcac, onomy dispositions and strengt ome of
these patrols was led by Captain C. E. Eirby, 16lst Ifentry Regiment,
end covered the small islands at the southern part of the greup, The
genaral plan of ettack was made available to the division and & situa-
tion map was kept up to dats, At this time, the uso of the 25th
Infantry Diviaion was mot included in the tecttcel plen.

4. MOVE TO NE¥ GEORGIA. -~ As the action procesded on New feorgla
and it bosomo svident that fhe diviefon would be colled upon, meps,
nerinl photos apd all ovailible objective data of the telands wags as-
sombled for study. A supply of the CICSOPAC Photo Mep, which had been
dosignated os the efficial map wos obtained for distrivution. This
zap proved to be entirely imadequate and in meny instencos "iseorroct.®
Although a good multicolored mep with fam linos was available 1t wos
not used as the officlal mup.

15. RECOMIATSSANE.
& Aerial: Aerial recoumeissonce in New Georglawas nob

available until the latter part of the compaign. Due Yo the density

of the jungle in this aren ite chiof valie wes in giving uuit leaders

= general conception of the area and orienting ths various landmarks
with ench other, as ground installations and positions of our owm units
could scldom b made out, It elso gave valusble inforantion regarding
high end low polnts which sssisted the troops in avoiding swamp aroas,

In tho early days of the campnign bhere wes & great deal of uncertainty
regarding tho location of eertain berrain fostures shown on tho exist-
ing maps, The proper location and relationship of these terrain features
was not until serial had been obtatned.

Wnile nceurate means of determining the co-ordinates of e terrain fea-
fure are by obteining szimuths or by survey, the farmer is not elveys

1af

Muoh sontrovarsy, needless argument, and time-consuning patrolling by
aotive and unit patrols might have been avolded if aerial recomneissance
nd been available carlier. Lessons learned from Guadaleanal showed
thot stereoscopic study of photos was of extreme importence o unit
commanders. Duo to lack of tino, our units were £ot able to do this

in the operations on New Georgia, Fowever, in any future action, it is
intendod thet this will be done. In this eampaign, some Affficulty
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was encountered in cbtaining aerial photos promptly and in eufficiont
nunbers.

. Photo: Sevoral days slapsed beforo any aerial coverage
could bo Gbtained and whed coverage finolly cam: in, in many im-
stances the area dosived was not covercd, Two ingbances were sub-
standing: (1) Reguests for coverags of tho orea from Baircko
Forbor west $o Sinday Inlot with 1/10,000 verticels was made TOF the
161st Tnfantry Regiment but werc pever obtained, & duplicate cover-
oga of Piru-Planbotion to Sundey Inlet area belag reooived instead.
{2) A request for coverage of the area from Balroko Morbor east to
Enogai Inlet was mde by Colonel liversedge, Commanding Officer,
Northern landing Greup. These pictures were to be dropped by plane
to Colonel Liversedge, inaamich s means of land communication were
axtramely Aifricult am slow, A Toll of pietures addressed to Cole -
onol Liversodgo with instructions that they be dzopped Him on ths
moraing of the 20th, arrived ct Division Hsedguartors on thd 22ud.
 oxamination by -2 they prove to be o covernge of Boangn Island;
o orea ocoupled by elements of ti 43rd Divisiom. The covorage re~
quested by Colonel Iiverscdge was nevor received, It is folt that
it would assist matorially if o liaison officer from the combut unit
conld aeeampany the photographer in arder to assiet him in cbbaining
the dosired plotures, it boing very difficult fop a photoprapher who
bag had no comtact with the unlt requesting the coverage £O kmow what
15 octually desired.

¢. Orownd: The following types of patrols were utilized in
the' Few Georgla ‘cren:
(1) Mative potrols lod by N.2Z. of loeal Coucaslans.
(2) Unit prtrols lod by intolligerce or recomnaiseance
or

onnsl.
3} ﬁcmhi:mtiun of Native amd Unit patrols.
{4) OCcmbat patrols with reconnaissence missions.
general it was found thet the mxed prirols proved
most effoctive and braught in tho most reliable information, The
FiJi Islenders proved more offictent than the Solomon Islandcrs when
used with unit patrols, However, botn groups d1d efffedent work
md proved thet thc cfficienty of a parol waa greatly increased by
hoving two of blrec mative scouts alog, Jaformatien brought in by
the FLji Scout potrols was sometinmos disappaluting €ue to the foot
that those participabing were no more fomilinr with the area isvol-
ved then members of the Cambct Units and also because they did mot
cloarly discorn the nature of information desized, When the patrols
returned, specific questions werc osked cnd eometimes the in
tion had not been obtained as tho patrols had not padd attention to
thet specific point or phese. This emphasizes again the. moed of an
Intelligence Plan,”

. To most instences it was found best to limit reconnais-
sance petrols to Pive r six men, including three cetives. This
facilitated flexidility of rovement ond decroased the chance of de-
teotion, However, one ingtance showed that a patrol of ten men has
definite advantages. A potrol of six mon ¢ovoring the area north of
Zictn, cbserved o aroup of ton Jopameso only ome of which was ammed.
Due t5 the size of the patrol and the fact that the patrol miselon
& 5ioY Tobn caipleted, ib was 5ot feasible to-take & priscmer al-
though one couls have undoubtedly beem,obigined Wwith ease. If there
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had been two or threc more men in tho patrol, a prisoner could have
beoa taken tnd returned with extra two or tiree men to headquarters.

16, PU_INTSRROGATIONS & DOCUMENT EXNTNATION,

2. Prisonors of War: Unfortumascly no RW g wore obtained by
Units of Tho 25th Division during the campaign on New Georgla, Howsver,
severel instonces have beon reported when prisomers might well have
besn 0btoinud Kad @ real offort besn exerted to this emds In many
situations, judging from pest exparionces, a prisoner would have pro-
vided the infrrmrtion which was desired and settled questions which wors
i the mines of cll. s cn cxample, there werc mumerous reports of Jap
patrols in the vicinity of Buiroko Harbor, ‘If oo cttompt hod been made
to capture a member of ono of these petrols, it Ls felt that advance
information of the evacuatim of Jopanese troops from the area could
Eave boon obtained and movements 6f our troops to hamper thls evacuas
tlon facilitated. fs it happencd, it was mot definitely established
that tho Jepanose wero evacuabing until the lest night of evacuation,
The following day aur troops marched into snpty bivouac arcas which
20d been deuwnwrely cnf completely stripped of equipmont ond intelli-
gence informntion,

b Coptured doemmcnts: Ths volume of dccuments captured in
aroas otcupied by units of the 256h Division on New Georaln was much
lega than that obtained on Guadclezmal. Tnis wes due to three factors:
(1) Host of the blvonae arecs vccupled by our units were old bivouacs
reoceupiod only for a short tims ae the Japs retrected morth. lMost of
the doctmonte werc left in the Minda aren, These were turned in through
the 376h and 431 Division G-2's. (2) Bivouse areas, notobly around
Bairoko, were deltberately evacuetod and most materinl of intollizence
value taken away, the cvacuation nob being hampercd by our offensive
oeticn,  (3) Units oncountered by bhs 25th Division were mestly troops
Brought {nto the aren after the onset of hostilitles, aud inasmich as
they hod boen brought in as reinfircoments, wero traveling lght and
€1 pot curry muny parsonal docununte or official Tecords with them,

The offcetivensss of an educati-nal pwogram was well 11lus-
troted by & comparison of the cooporation of tie troops 1D preserving
docunents on Guadaleanal wd on New Georsian, Documents captured gave
valuable information regerding identiffcation of wnits, routes by which
Lwy arrived on the scone of cetiim urd deto of arrival, The most
valuedle docwrents found were maps giving detailed information regarding
ths defenses anmd terrain features of Kolombangara emd Bougainvills,
These will wdoubtedly prove of great value in future Opsrations.

O Guadelcanal there was great destruction of documents
and in most areas inspoctod vast mumbers of mutilated documents could be
found, During the rest period on Guadoleancl, an eduoational program
was carricd on by e Laiguage scctlon stressing tho value of the docu-
ments and requesting the eooperstion of the troops in presorving docu-
ments in the future, 1Tbis program hod the full cooperabion Of the unit
eamanders, All units were not roached by this educational program
but on New Georgia very few instances of deliberate mitilation of docu-
ments was observed and the troops cooporabed in thelr collection. It
is fely that if unit commonders would give the matter of copturing
prisoners the same support, similar rosults could be obtuined.

g -

ot the least factor in the cooperation of the tToops
~wastho offort meds by the Lumgusgs scction bo rotura to £he findors,
documents which proved of no intelligsnce value, I addition, en et-
tempt was made to imclude & perbial translation to emhatce the value
of the document as & souvenir.

17, 3AP TACTIG
d

. GTO! + The Japancse defended the high ground to m fer
groater extent than on Guadaleancl, Lonos of fire fox automatie wea-
Poms wore gomsrully narTow, nd Tow inotanoes were yeported where
traversing firc wos crounbercd. Aitongbic woapon enplacements were
wall protected by individucl riflemun end all tralls '.mdipossible
avenues of approach wers covered. Thelr dererfsivn positions were well
camoufleged and strongly constructod with a du_‘ect hit by mortar or
artillery fire necessery to insure neatrulization. ?y excellent ph;xc-
ing of o few men, a highly subisfactory decloying action was accompli-
shed nnd when the strong-point wos made wnbenable, £09 1any escaped
mndcr cover of dawkncsss. o Jipenuse hoavy moptar fire wns eTfective
probably due to good ohservation amd fire eomtrol or pre-arrongsd fire
50 plotted s to cover the most probable direction of our gtbuckﬁ.
When artillery wes used, cffietive coaouflage of the positions was
mede ond fire withheld until our troops were nearly to the gunms, when
they opened up with dizect fire. Indirect fire by Japamese was neg-
ligidle am totally ineffective,

© b, Mr: Dive bombors, whom ablo to got throush n fighter
cover, were imaccurcte in their bembing and did mot attempt to
strafe until after the release of the basbs, Night bambors apparent-
ly hod no specific target area and kicked thsir bombs out anywhere
ofter muck seemingly ainless cruising around outside the range of our
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18, INTROGTION:
= ply aml evccudbion in bhis campalgn werc characterized

by insufffoiency, uncertainty, tardiness and more than the mormal amount
of confusion, Thie Stetoment is not made us a criticism of any indivé-
aual or agemoy but as o plain statement of cpinion besed on experiemce.
The problenm wes difficult and tho facilities inadogquate, The fact tiat
the troops were supplied with Tighting ools, were fed, clothed ond
cared for is o tribute to the emorsy amd efforts of the service person-
el involved,

b The difficultics encountercd ere attriduted to five princi-
pal factors each of which is discussed briefly in separate parographs.

29, LACK OF DIVISIQN SERVIE PERSONNEL.

& Tho Linited shipping available and the piecemeal commitment
of the division resulted in the bulk of the service clemonts being left
at Guadaleanol for some weeks oftor the last bactiool unit emtered actsion.
Initially, then all oupplics woro drawn from tho 37bh Divieion dumps
at Lolona Boach ant all casualties evacuated through the 37th Division
Clearing Compeny. This placed an undue burden on those already over-
taxed agene ios.

Br Supply dumps, repair shops, a mefical receiving station
end later 2 smell hospital werc estcblished as parsamel to opercte
thon wero roceived from Guadcleomal, This persomnel arrived in small
groups and at varying timos as shovwn in a later chapter. No installa-
tion ever ruceived {5 full complement, consequently, the combat units
were required $o yerfora. furctions nomally underteken by the service
uaits,

¢ Te srganization of the supply elements of the streamdined
triangulor division is bused on  full employment of the ample T/E
vehicular equiprent. Terraln difficulties escountered in Jungle opera-
tions proclude full use of thin trensportation amd forsc the use o
greet deal of mon power that can be Gbtained only from the combat sle-
ments, The division starts out then shorthended in its servies units
and ends up with this shortnge passed on to the front line troops.

0. IACE OF SUPPORTING SERVICE UNITS: ~- The XIV Corps hod practi-
cally nons of the Qurtermaster, Cramancs, or Medical units normally
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assigned o Corpss The euties perforred by such units had, of neces-
sity, to be dome by scrvice trcops of tle divisions employed. Sup-
plies brought in with the Aivieien wers sbsorbod in Corps dumps, amd
Dersommel from the division were amployed in the operation of theso
&umps. Division troops were upel in muving supplies from the dumps
on Sesevelle to DPs on New Georgia and frurdel. Tho assistont divi-
sion G-4 bocamo boachmaster ot Lambetti, drawing his help from the
G-f, section apd the Quartemaster Company, Tho Urdnence uompeny fur-
nished details to wnlond wmupition far Corps qumps ab Sasevelle,
Kokorona amd the othor outlying islands und to move this amunition
to the Division DPs on New Georgin. This widespread dissipation of
gervics clemerts of the division prevented unit fistribution to the
combat traops in aoticn. They wero Forced to darow, lood, am! haul
from beachhend DPs. In short, tho division supply agencics devoted
al} thelr energios toward setting supplies ©o New Georgla Island,
and were able to devote lithle time to pushing these supplics to thu
front 1ino troops.
21. SHORTAGE OF TRANSPORTATION,
&, Hotor tronsportetion shorbegés felt siroughout the cam-

@ weTe due to several feetors. Tivst, the luck of shipping epace
Testricted the amount that could be brought from Cuadaleamel. Sscond,
part of the transportation was turned orer to othex wite as direoted
by XIV Gorpe, lastly, the deloy in tho arrivel of the parsonncl of
the Ordnence Compay and a look of spare ports kept many vonicles ou
of service end o the doad line, Fartunstely, the opportunities for
uso of wheeled transport werc not great. In the New Georila phase,
the limited rodd not refuced the mumber of vebicles thet could be om-
ployed; and following that period the scattering of the division on
nony islepds called for waber Fabher than vebienlar transporbetion.

. To this lattor phase, with troops’st Enogal, Baisuko,
Pire, south Arundcl, Lizerd Island, Sogekoraen, Kolombongara ond
Lopbovti, the Aivision had to depond almost entirely on boats for
supply and evactation, The shortago, cspeetally of small bonts, was
couba. Wherens, it had bevh desied necessary et the atart of the New
ia operation to establish a thirty-boat’pool to serve the four
Tattalions of the iversedge Foree at Enogai, tho division was un-
ble to sscure enomgh boats to mafntaln the mimddum seventesn-boat
pool requested to servo the omtire division at the mumy pointe on-
wnerated, This shortage wos sharod by all other uaits ond can be
abtributed to tho genersl shortage throughout bhe theatre and a
Jack of gpere parts to repair those boats that broke down. In an
effort to improve the bost service for all wits, all boats wore om
ome oceasion ceptralized in’ome pool under the immediato emtrol of
nsval porsonnel, In theary, such cenbrulizntion 1o Sho uamnr to o
goneral transportotlon shortage, Actually the schene £1& Dot worl
in this case. Too mamy hours wero lost each 0oy in the bosts moving
betweon tho pocl ool tho widely meattered points sv which they stazt-
ed or finished their 2ny's oporations. It was impossible for o
coxawedns to bo thoroughly familior with all the intricats waber
routos 1o the various points of call. iz a rosult, on a mumber of
cocasions, a boat would be out of cersice for an entire fay Gue B
its bocoming lost, The systom woe later deccntralized and from the

& N
Svision poiat of viow cperated mich moré efficiently. Ssaller pools
ow operate 3 M

wei Available £ divi
Bomboe, Iost time was reduced ant no.loss .Of
~-12 -

$loxibility was appar~

ent, Operatinz under the supervisicn of Lieubenant J. K. Morgam, U.8.K,
the small pumbor of bouts aveilable rendered excellent sorvice, There
1s no doubt but that in opcrations on Jungle covered islinds the small
Doat is ofton & much move wsoful item thanm a truck. A compardson of the
water ant cverland con.unioations betweon Lambetti and Balroko ccn leave
1o deubt on that score. Where a walt is seattorod on & number of small
islands, the amall boat ie the only amswer to tho division supply pro-
blen. Rinan many m Jungle 2,

@ roal effort should be nade t5 acquire sufficlont water trunsportation
o officiontly serve the ground troops employed.

22,

ADS. ~ Dotails on the ciffieulties of road constructicn
1 bo oovered later. Tho efforts of the Division
Engincers wero well supported by persomncl and cquipmont from the 24th
and 73rd CB Battalions oad the 1320 Engincers and by the corduroying
work Of cur own trnops and the 148th Tnfentry. St11l tho road eyetem
was not satisfecbory, Tae aced for extensive hané cwTy ond paradrops
of supplies up to the oud of the oper-tions on New Georsia Islend is
evidenco of this, The expectabion is thot similar oamditions of oli~
mate, soil, awd terrain will be meb again and that the roads will bo
1o botter, The lessans are to stay ¢lose to tho beaches, avold routes
over juagled mountains, an! displace by weter whore possidle.

23. CROGRMPHICAL DISTRIGUTION OF THE COMMAND. —- Units of the -
division were located at Guadalosmal, Wew Georgia Island (north, west,
and south shores} outlying islends of the New Georgia Group (Arundel,
Segokarasa, Kolombangara, Sasavelle) and at widely scattered poiuts
Vella Iavella, 1l at the same tims, Mo such widespreed scattoring
of a division was contempleted when the division supply system was com-
celved, Host of tho diffioultics enccuntered had their origin‘in the
existing dlispersion. Tho important thing to remenber, however, is thet
all hands ats, wore olothod aml equipped, and recaived tho uocessary
medical ottention. The system was strained but ft did not bremk---
thanks 0 o little imagination and lots of hard work am improvisation.
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37.

NS _OF AUGUST 7TH 70 JOTH.

On 7 fugust o warning omer for the movement of the Regi-
ment bo Mount Bao was given the Regimental Commander by the Commanding
Generel, 25th Infantry Division. GHission of the Fegiment wes to clsar
the Japanese from the grea from Sunday Inlet to Enogai Inlet in conmjunc-
tion with the Army-Mrrine force ot Emogod Inlet sammanded by Colomel
Liversedge.

b, On 8 iugust the 3rd Buttolfon moved out ot 1130 and pro-
ceeded alang the trail to Nount Bao following the 27th Infantry, The
st and 2nd Battalions were slerted to move out at 0815, 9 Mugust. The
31d1§nttalmn bivouacked in the rear of the lst Battalion, 27tk Infemtry
at 1500,

g+ Ab 0815 on 9 August forward command posts of the let and
20d Battalions Moved it on the Mowst Bao Trail, At 1715 both battelions
moved up to the reer of the 3rd Battelion. The 314 Dattalion followed
the et Battalion, 27th Infantry ond bivouacked mear them ot 1700, two
miles south of Mount Bao. Ab 1300 that date the lst Battalion, 27th
Infontry was atbached to the 16lst Infentry on order of the Commandin<
General, 25t% Infaatry Division.

8. On 10 August the 3rd Buttalion passed through the st Bat-
tolion, 27th Infentry and proceedsd to Mount Bao. Patrols from there
contacted the 3ra Battalion, 145th Infentry and 3rd Battalion, 148h
Infentry, The lst amd Battalions remained in bivowac and secured
the supply troil. A 1,00 the forward Commard Post moved to Nount Bac,
The fntitank Company moved to the vicinity of the Coral Kuob.

38, CEMRATLUNS OF AIGUST UTH. — On 11 fugast, the 1st end 2nd
Battalions carried rations to the 3rd Battalion, The 3rd Battalion
reconnoitered the terrain north of Jount Bao amd west to Mount Tirokam-
bia. & 1300 this date, control of the lst Battalion, 27¢h Infantry
passed to Commending Officer, ist Marine Raider Regiment ot Enogai Inlet
on arder of Commending Generel, 25th Infantry Division. The 161st




The terrain limited wide flanking moneuvers, and only one battalion -
could be effectively employed at a time. The 2nd and 3rd Battalions
alternated as leading clements. . )
e, Ah effort was made to locate on the ground, the route to
Piru Plontation indicated on the map. However, extensive aerial and
ground reconnanissonce showed the entire area east of Piru to be a swamp.
Accordingly, the two battalions marched througzh the swamp, and on August
23rd Piru Plantation was occupied by the 2nd Battalionm, the 3rd Batta-
lion following the same route. Beach defenses were installed along the
Piru coast of Hathorn Sound, and daily patrols were sent to Sunday
" Inlet and into the swamp.

6l. SUMMARY OF LESSONS LEARNED. .

a. Wide envelopments in heavy jungle are impracticable be-
cause of oxtreme difficulty of control, location, nnd identification of
wmits. Limited flanking movements are precticable for small units but
require increased fire power. Units the size of a company may be sent
around and to the rear of the enemy to establish trail blocks with the
dual mission of cutting supply lines and ambushing withdrawing ele.onts.

b. The use of two-man foxholes and a tight cordon defense
again proved of puramount importancc at night.

c. Intelligenee informotion from other units should be veri-
fied before accepted.

4. Combat circraft (TBF's and SBD's were used in the New
Georgia Operation) are unsuited for reconnaissance because of the high
speed and limited field of vision.

e. During the assault the light machine gun should be used in
lieu of the heavy, holding the heavy machine guns in rear DP's to be
brought up when needed for defense.

£, A1l grenades should be painted olive drab to blend with the
uniform and terrain.

g. Whenever tactically possible, trained infantry-artillery
combat teams should be held intect.
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65, MISSION. —- On August 4th, the Regimentcl Commander ordered the
1st Battslion to advance North along the Bairoko Trail, contect and re-
lieve Company "I" at the trail block which had been estcblished at that
point. The battzlion was to destroy the enemy there and continue on,
locate and occcupy Mt. Bao., From Mt. Bao the advance was to econtinue on
the west trail until contact was made with other elements of the 27th
Infantry and then with a coordinoted attock capture the village of Zieta.

63. PRIOR PLANNING.

a. Before this action took place, cvents happened so fast
that. thers was no chance for a good thorough reconnaissance, Company
nI" had located the enemy 800 yards north of Point W and was pinned
tightly to tho ground, The enemy flanks were located and from the vol-
ume cf fire, it was believed that the enemy hed at least one reinforced
machine gun company in position.

b. In order to secure ond mointein a clear supply route to
support troops moving to Mt. Bao this strong point had to be eliminated.
Two plans were made for this mission., First, Companies "A" and "B" were
to fix the enemy while Company "C" hit his right flank thus relieving

- 29 -




Commander ordered the battalion to bivouac at this point for the night,
using a cordon defense. At 1120, a patrol from the Regimental Intelli- |
gence platoon led by Lt., Koontz, advanced up the north trail, The patrol
found two Japs. One was killed and the other escaped through the jungle.

b. At 1300, mortar and 7hmm gun red a concentration on Jap
pill-boxes of the remaining companics at the enemy strong point, which
had been holding up the adwance. No enemy fire was returned. One pla-
toon from "B" Caompany was ordered to attack the right flank of enemy
positions and to securc these positions. At 1530 the Rear Commcnd Post
and other units of the battalion moved cut on the North Trail to join
the leading elemcnts of the battalion., The Enginecrs began demolition
of the Jap pill-boxes. Ha, "B", "D', and Anti-Tonk Companies reached
the Rock at 1700 and joined the battalion., The distance covered by the
battalion was 2500 yards. No contact was made with the cnemy. A cordon
defonse was egtablished, with "C" Company establishing its defense on
the commanding ground with a security outpost on each trail,

68, OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 8TH. —- At 0730, a "B" Company patrol
noved wit on the North Trail with the mission of finding thé East-West
Trail, The patrol traveled in a north and northwest course, crossing
numerous ridges and small streams, through the demse jungle growth. The
trail was generally fair, and followed the ridges, Several Jep bivouac
areas were found, thoroughly scouted, and found to have been recently
evacuated. At 1130 the patrol reached a high ridge, and was ordered to
dig in for thc night; the rest of the battalion to join "B" Company in
the afternoons At 0800 a "C" Company patrol was sent out on the West
Trail, This patrol found two bivouac areas with wall organized defense
positions along the traili  These bivouac arcas had been evacuated re-
cently. At 1145, "A", "D", Hq and Anti-Tank Companies were ordered to
move out and join "B" Compeny at their position. The battalion corman-
der, Operations officer and comrmunication section were to remain in
place and maintain comnuhications with "B" Compatiy and follow with N
Compeny. Elements of the 161lst Infentry had beeh ordered by the
Division Commander to follow us on the north trail to Mt., Bao, with the
mission of mointaining our supply route to the rear. Elements of the
161st Infantry contacted us at 1000 on this date. One battalion of the
16lst Infantry followed our battalion on the trail to the north., No
enemy was encountered this date.

69. OPERATINS ON AUGUST 9TH. —~-’At 0730 the battalion moved north
along the Bairoko Trails "B" Company, the leading element, reached a
river thought to be the Bairoko River. The battalion halted at this
point while the Battalion Cormander and o six-man ratrol moved 4500
yords north on the trail end contacted the Fourth Marinc Raider Regiment’
under the command of Colonel ILiversedge at the junction of the East-West,
North-South Trails, The Battalion Commander received maps and informa~
tion as to the local terrain. The Battalion Commander was also ‘advised
that the 145th Infantry had established a road block on the Bairoke
Troil 3500 yards to the northeast. The patrol returned to the bivouac
area at 1400, At°1730 a radio commsunication from the’Commanding General
to Colonel Dalton, Commanding Officer, 161st Infantry, directed’ that the
1st Battalion, 27th Infentry, be attached to the 161st Infantry, whose
mission was to move to Bairoko Harbor and attack enemy positions in that
area, The battalion tivouacked on the river for the nighﬁ, sent out
security patrols, and set up a cordon defense. One battalion of the
161lst Infontry was tied on to the battalion to the south along the trail,
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be built up for the next move to Hills 4 and 5.

75. OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 15TH. — A patrol from "A" Company left-
the battalion bivouac area at 1500 with the mission to move to Hill §,'
bivouac for the night, and set an ambush the next doy. On this patrol
a detochment was to g0 to the left of the trail and make reconnaissance
of Bairoko Inlet. -At 1700 carizo planes dropped supplies to the batta-
lion again. A patrol was sent out to thé 161st Infantry to survey a
possible Jeep road between.the two units, This patrol returned and
found it would be possible to make tho trail by following the ridge line
300 to 500 yards south of the trail.

76. OPERATIONS QN AUGUST 16TH. -- "A" Conpany returned from its
overnight patrol. PFour Japs woere encountered by the arbushj two were
killed and the othérs fled into the junzgle., The Japs were searched for
military docuncnts, but nothing wes found, The patrol returned at 1300.
The detachment patrol from "A" Company to Bairoko Inlet returned at
1439. It found the area very swanpy and marshy and with the exception
of one stray Jap saw little sisns of encmy activity. The mtrol reacl-
ed the river and worked its way toword Bairoko but did not reach the
Inlet,

77. OPERATIONS N AUGUST 17TH. ~—- Patrol activity cohtinued
arcund Hills 4 and 5 to securc the advance of the battalion, Anti-
Tank Company was sent back en the trail to get all mortar ammunition
and supplies possible for the pending move of the battalion.

78. GOPER4TIONS ON AUGUST 18TH. -- At 1000 "B" Company, one platoon
of machine @muns, and one platoon of 8lmm mortars moved ocut on the trail
with & mission to occupy Hills % and 5. This move was to enable the
battalion to zet into positinon for the future push on Bairoko Harbor.
The advance party arrived at 1230, and set up defensive positions on
Hill 5 d4p @ perineter defense. The remainder of the battalion remcined
in its present position,. DR

- 79." CPERATIONS. ON AUGUST 19TH., ~- At 0800 "A* Company and "C"
Company, two platoons of "D" Campany, Battalion Hq Company, and the
Marine Raider Hq moved out and carried supplies to the battalion on
Hills 4 and 5. At 0815 a patrol from "B" Company followed the Baniroko
Trail for 225 yards and moved .into the bush paralleling the trail ap-
proximately 200 yarés. The patrol contacted a Jap outpost and was fired
on by light machine guns and concussion grenades. -As the pﬁtrol attemp-
ted to onvclope the enemy flank the Jeps withdrew. They Xilled two Japs
with no casualtics to cur patrol., The patrol returned by making a long
¢ircular trail through the jungle to aveid a possible ambush along the
trail, The patrcl returned at 1215. At 1230, the Marine Raider Head-
quarters and the remainder of the battalion arrived nt Coripany "B's"
position and went into position on Hills 4 aad 5 with a security outpost
200 yards north at the coral yock. A carryiny party from the Anti-Tank
Compony brought supplies up from the former bivouac area.

80, OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 20TH. -- At 0815 a reconngissancé patrcl

from "A® Company was sent out with a mission to find a route from the
Bairoko Trail to the Triri Trail, The patrol roved 300 yards northeast
to what they thought to be Hills 14 and 15, but they ¢id not find the
Triri Trail. The patrol returned over the same route. At 0830 a com-
bat patrol from "C" Company was scat to the northwest with the mission




the pressure on "A" and npe Compsnies, Company "D would be used to
protect the battalion rear from any possible enemy enveloping novement,
If this plan did not succeed it was planned to move Company ®wA" ground
the enemy's left flank and rear and to contact Compomy "C". From this

| point the enemy's rear could be hit with twe companies abreast. The

t success of this plan depended on secrecy of movement. Friendly troops
i to the front would not be endangered by our own fire os there was a low
ridge running east and west between the two companies in reor of the en~-
emy and friendly troops to the front, Sound power communication. was to
be maintained by all units.

6/, QPERATIONS ON AUQUST 4TH., —- At 0830, with combat equipment, the
battalion left for point W (See attached Map). The battalion moved
along the jeep trail to point W without encountering any enemy resistance.
From point W advance elements of the battalion moved 500 yards north
along the trail and made reconmaissance of the area and plans for relicv-
ing "I Compeny which was held up at this point by strongly organized
1 positions. At 1000 the battalion commander received verbal oxders from
| the Regimental Commender to eliminate the enemy positions and continue
north on the trail in the direction of Mt. Baoi Wt Company, the assault
compamy, was ordered to advance to the r§g_ht of the strong point and at~
tack the enemy pill-boxes. The Anti-Tonk Company with e 37mn gun and
a platoon of mochine guns from "D* Compeny laid down fire in support of
the attack. Duc to well camoufloged and entren¢hed machine gun positions
protected by riflemen ard snipers, the assault company failed to nene-
trate enemy positions. At 1400 the remainder of the battalion moved into
position and set up.a cordon defense.

65. OPERATIONS ON /UGUST 5TH. ~-- A heavy concentration of 37mm and
mehine gun fire was directed ot the enemy emplacements, in support of "C¥
Company which was enveloping the left flank. ncw Compony met heavy knee-
mortar, automatic rifle, and mochinc gun rire in its attack but pushed for-
werd until it hod made contact with "A" Company. "B" Company was ordered
! out of their flank position and prought back to the per imeter defense.

Intermittant artillery was fired throughout the night to the north of "C¥
Company positions.

66, OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 6TH, -- The Commanding General visited the
I Battalion Cormand Post at 1125 and issued orders for the vattalion to push
e forward to M. Bao on the following daye. Orders were jsgued for "A" and "C"
i Companies to by-pass the cnemy strong point and continue on the original
mission. Hg, "B', "D" and fnt i-Tonk Companies were to remain in place, and
contain the énemy within their strong point. Hg Company remained on the trail
to the south, "D" Company tied in with Ha extending northwest, "B" Company
remained north of the strong point, "A" and "C" Companies were to tie in
north of the strong point and move out the following morning along the North %
Trail, with A" Canpamy as the advance guard.

67. OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 7TH.
a. Lt 0700 "A" Company with ngn Compeny following started

north on The troil. 500 yords up the trail the pattalion passed

through a strongly organized and entrenched enemy defensive position which
hnd been abandoned, The battolion c cntinued along the trail and the lead=~
ing compmy found a large bivouac area, estimated to have been occupied

by a battalion, which had recently been evncuated. From this point trails
led to the west, and northwest. Sccurity patrols were sent in every
direction to search the area to the front and flanks. The Battalion

- 30 -




Bl 70. OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 1OTH. -- At 0900 one battalion of the
it 161st Infantry moved through the bivouac area along the North Trail
and established a road block at the junction of the east-west, north-
south trails. The battalion remnined in position for the ¢ay. Sup-
plies were brought in and issued to the troops in preparation for the
move on the next day. The supply for the battalion was hondled by
carrying parties.

- 71. OPERATIONS O AUGUST 11TH. -- At 0700 the battalion moved
out along the North Trail, and ot 1230 moved through the road block
1] of the 16lst Infantry. "D" Compony, with thoir heavy weapons, and
il the Anti-Tank Company bivouacked here for the night, with orders to
resume march the next day. The rest of the battalion continded along
the trail and reached the Marine Raider bivouac area known as "Kelly*s
Bar", at 1700 after an advance of upproximately six miles. By radio
a communication from the Commenpding General; the lst Battalion was
attached to Colonel Liverscdge's command., The trail covered by the
1st Battalion was very muddy, crossed numerous ridges and streams,
and passed through very dense jungle growth. The supply route was
from Enogai Inlet by native carrying parties; 2 distance of three
miles.

72, OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 12TH. -- The battalion changed the lo-
cation of their bivouac arca, moving into the area vaeated by the
145¢h Infantry, which returned to Triri. At 1700 "D Company and the
Anti-Tenk Company arrived at the battalion bivouac arez. The batta-
lion with nll attached personnel was now present. The 1lst and Ath
Marine Reider Battalions were located at Enogai and patrolling west
toward Bairokoes The mission of the battalion was to patrol north to
Bairoko on the east side of the Bairoko River. /& battalion of the
161st Infontry was to patrol the west side of the Bairoko River. At
3100 "c* Compony sent a patrol consisting of 16 men on the North
Trail; the patrol was to go out 1000 yards cnd return. The patrol
returned at 1300 with a negative reporte.

73. OPERATINS OGN LUGUST 13TH, -- A patrol of 35 men left the
bivouac arca to travel north along the Boiroko Trail with the nis=-
sion of contacting and taking prisoners if possible, They oved up
a well used trail which was in good condition and followed along
ridge lines on the right and low swamp ground on the left. There
were numerous small gtreams, with foot bridges mede from poles.

The patrol moved 3000 yards and came 1o two hills {later established
as Hills #4 and #5), and continued 3000 yords farther where a Jap
outpost was contacted. Six men were sent to flank the atpost and
take them by surprise fron their rear. The sentry discovered the
movement and before it wes completed fled into the jungle, At 1245
a four man mtrol from the 161st Infontry contacted the 1st Batta-
licn, and reported evorything clear along the trail from thetd

positions.

! 74. OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 14TH. ~ A patrol fronm wgr Company, moved
: to Hills 4 and 5 and proceeded up the trail 500 yards where it con-
tacted an enemy outposte Again the Japs fled into the bush. The mis-
e sion was to make contact. The patrol roturned over the same route
i arriving in camp at 1400, At 1200, cargo planes aropped rations in
the battalion bivousc areas. The supply problen was Very tough and the
battalion was ordered to remain in place until adequate supplies could
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of by-passing the oneny oubpost and pushisg owned Bodroko 8ntal gontest
O Ea with the onemys Tho patrol travelod dbout 1000 yards end ran
o the Bairoko Trail, At this polnt thoe patrol say two Japs @

K lled both of them. There wos o Jap ‘pivouse ahout 100 yards west of
this point, sptinated to have becn for a platoons The patrel returned
by schpues through the junglo ond arrived ot the battalion bivouae oves

s Jangle. At 1130, Coptcin Hage and slx men, of the 140th Field
tillary moved into the pavtelicu posivien for the nttack on Bairoko
Horbors

41, OPERATIONS QN AUGUST 21ST. ~— Ab 0930 o securdty patrol fram
i Gompeiy wes Bent ©o the west Lo deteraino whot was on vhe loft
200 s wost along the trail and como upon

D nd in tho Baiveko Treil, thon travelod 250 yords ab 220 degress
O ronih am came to the Butroko River. The patrol cireled south for

O Taturned G0 the bivouco cxea at 1600. Tore was bR con-
tact with the enemy. The petrol travelsd in low swompy Jungle and
Jound thore had been no activity in bhab areo.

2. CPERUTIONS G AUGUST 22D, == Ab 0830 & 307med patrol fr:
wg® Compeny 1e3 by Colonel Rymesko ond Lty Williams, left the bivouac
ivon with the missson of findizg a suitable ertillery observation post
am a roube of npproach for an attack Bairoko., They troveled north
5 throus eoms to Hill 9, From bhds nill®
o wne cxcollont observobion bo the Batroko RIToX, and & very setis-

Sowing 4t back to the bivouac arss. A 1000 & amnll patrol from Hesd-
e Compony was soné to the Rorthwest to lacabe i aren for o
perachute drope

3. UPERATIONS ON AURUST 23D, -- A 085 o patrel from ™" Com-
pony was ordered to petrol tho Bairoko Troil 700 yards to the norti.
Thoy moved to the Gbservation post west of i1l 9, ond at this point
found tracks indicating o i £O cight maB ensmy patrol had crossed
e eeil, e urea was svoubed thoroughly, but 10 contact wos made.
The pekrol then Teturned to the bivsuac ared o tho seme trail, At
 were st out to man the cbservation post on HLL 9
B3’ party conpistod of ox officor Gl threo mou froR the artillery,

onl five men from the dorines, One Rour
Toter ' party lod by Najor Beveater went o Hill ¢ to cbserve enemy
tinity Teported the nigap bofore, The cheervablon post had Tepart-
o Lawge fivos started ot 0830 in tye Bairoko Harhor area; it was be-
1ieved that the Japs wore lwning all supplies and aquipment in pre-
porasion for complote eveuetion of Bairoko Harbor.

84, QOPERATIONS O AUGPST 24T, ~- At 0800 wg" Company left the
bivouse R sivance guatd Formetion with "D Company following £0
Seoupy Fill 9 in force, The hill was occupied ot 1030, At 1320
Dy o Tton loft. the bivouns are to advance $0 Beirokd Inleb.

The battalion moved along khe treil and contacted "BY Company which
e oAl 9 Tuo hattiallon passed throush thres Sives ‘bavonac
oreas which hnd recently been evacuated, ond m‘oceaﬂed to Bairoke

N Inlot, The ‘battalion arrived at Bairoko Inlet, and found that the Jops
BT GYarmabod-tha apeas Suurity ro ozt {a all direstions.

u:’:;:;;ﬁ

The battalion s:t up g ¢ardom defoms )

.nse for the night, Comba
T bl ot v 0 0 Lo o i T e et
Thers. was mo contoct with eneny foxees. :

W“Ihsgél GPFiPATI'U:E OF AUGUST 25T, -- Ab 0700 the battalion commander

o H:re Tivercenge left the bivouce arsa 0 g0 to the mouth of

posn_gn & bcrwund contact e 145th Infantry which hod movad o this

position fron maogel o orvemon ofore, Fere plans wore made for
areo. monts of the 16 0

e o T hestastmney

2‘22521' u“mcd;;:oj:t a::‘wuo:, Lusth Infastry, Triri ond Enogal River

Sentor, . communicction with tho 16,

No confact was made with Japanoss. st Tafantey wes congileteds

ONG QI SUCUST 26TH. -- Tho bettalion set up defensive
iroke Inlet, and The entire Jop bivoune ares was seareh-

ed for cquipnent that i
o8 Zor cquipnent hod boen left behind, Scourity patrols were semt

0 Eiz;gigii,?ﬂflwo O AUGU?T 27T, ~— The battalion was ordered to move
ol v Tot to relicve tho Narine Raider Regiment., ‘e’ batvalion
oved b 0715, om arsved et Bucgol o 1200, "AW, "B’, anmd D"
pmp;{l\llcﬂgﬂ:;o:( up defensive positions along the lagoon between Enogal
,-;t ot i’; {nbi-‘l‘mk and G Compmies oceupicd defensive positions
g Fuotel. o 1at mettslion of 12 Si5th Tnfartry wos defending Shark

) Taogc! . witts in Sho Enoged scetor wore
\Ilngel“thé cmmn?d 0? It, Colonel Ryneska, The lst Bottalion, 27th
afantry, ot this tine wes attoched to the 161st Infentry. ’

SECTION 11T

GPERATIONS OF THE SECOND BATTALIGY
July 31 - Sept. 10, 1943

Lt, Col. B, . Evens, Infavtry, Comnanding

Paragraphs
jission ond Prior Plamalng. « o v o+ c £
operntions fm fugust 2nds + . v et 0 89
Operations on fugust 3rd omd 4th. . .. 90
oporations on August 5tk oml [ T 91
Operations on Kugngh Tthe « e v e v et 92
Operaticas o August 8. » o s vttt 93
Operations on hugast 9 am 10th « - v 94
Gperations @ August LLtH 4 v e o v et 95
Operations on sugist J26H . . op vttt 9
Gpemations ca fugust 138 amk R, - . o 97
Operations cn August Y A 98
Operations on August 166h ~ 21et. o v o 9
Cperations on Augush 2208 « 4 e or b s L8 100
Operetions @ hugast 23rd - Septeuber 9tk 101
Somnry o OpeTONAOES « s e s vttt 102

s, MISSION. —- The miesion of tne 204 Babtolion vas to pursue
tu sotronting enemy to the North and o lear the ares between Piru
plentetion ond Sunday Inlct, This Spevation imvolvad o move of twontys
Jjungles and treqcherous SWOID with 10
hich all wnits bed o supply them
maitions of terrain end

weather .

9. CPERATIONS ON RUGUST 21D — n the porning of Mugust 2nd

he antizs battnlion moves bo New Goorgio Teland in asseult boats
Jonding at Laitme Beach from whioh 1 Eeronod to ths vicinity of the
paroshate Drog, whers the battelion forned o perimeter efense inm GO
Jusction with the oher two battalions of the regiment.

0. PERATIONS QN AUUST 3% 1D 47, —- During fugast 310 apd 4R
the 203 Battlion sent st patrols L ol a1rections fwice Goily, whils
Jemainiog ot the Parechute Drop in Reginental reservo. .Cn August 4t
Sompony mom relicyed Company "I* 13 the ‘rona blogks on-Baxber Road
Sebueon the Pavoohute Drop cut RI-F
1. CPERATIONS QN AUGUSY STHAD 47, - On the moraing of fugued
5th, tho batbe on was velicved oL D Suractute Drop by the Recounale
T To ot wag omersd to gove West o Baxter
oot o the Ticinity of RI-W in order o5 ve rendily available to asels
Nher the lst or 3r¢ Bustalions. e Scttalion, 1ess Company 'O,
b ehing and axrived at its Bivauad
Ty 1i30. Compony "H" was beld ot

The disposition of the
changod o hugnst Sthe Lt Golonel Evans assumed comnand o
battalion on this dates
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- moming of August T6b

2. QPERATIONS ON AUGUST 7T — O the morming O
o tatbosiohyas Tafotued of the following plan: The lst Bettation
itn tho Anté-Toxk Comprny attochel ond with tho 6lst Infantry 16
T e wha o proceed. North on the Funde-zieta Trail to Zioto TLiloge.
T mte tine Compeay "G aud Compony "' were Tolsased to'xojoln.
vattalion, which thon marched west on Boxber nood to RI-T, thence

h fo the Jap bivouac arsa bebwoon Tin
::':;zsd e poovious night by tho 38 Baticlion, The bg‘t’;:ien',‘ less

ngv, remained s this aroa during .
TP eaTa vo the 3rd Battalion ant contiaed Horth ;:hz::d oot to e
3 the ofternoon of Augus

B e s 06 the 2nd Battallon t0 poss
oro the 37 Battalion on tbe folloring doy and to contines the
sivanse towsrd Zietos

N ON AUGIST BT, —- (n the moring Of Auggt Bth,

cmp?ﬁ; wgzﬁuu Through $bs advama positions of Compmy 14 and

ordored to hold the ndvauce there ul
Vattalion, then continuing North along bhe troll; n;‘;ivefl.b
ngm-proceded the battalion by 400 yards, anf was mdxbmseoiu‘ "
En, Eg., ond "Hb Componios. At about 1430 the lealing BCOIE UL,

,my wGn entered o deep ravine flenked on both sldes y"g;‘ cm};g
tous ridges paralleling the traile At this point Cm:pany ones pie
uader intense fire, Te capmy imediately depl.yed 28 b WAST 7
of the trail and engazed the enmenmy 1in on intense fire fi G].a.- i
Bottolion Commander Ammed iately dnitlated the following p. :\. R
pany "F" was to ascend the whde to the 1eft {West) of"t,k:e rato -
D wlank the enemy resistence, A psbrol from Company "C7 W35 A3
cate the enemy loft flank with the view of employing Corrn]‘)dmy o ime
Sround this flagks Compmy "F* reached tho top of tle rédgs L5 %2
wost, but upon reeching a point directly opposite the loft  of
- e T tTOl from Sompany ()
tho enemy’s left flamk and
s-fire of mnchine

disposed in depth
etrol 1t was evident that the Tesistomce was 4.

ﬁlong a ridge to the right front of Compony TG". £ 17(:(;:5 ::cwk
wae discontinued amd an nll-round defense prepared for ghte

to eon—

. (PERMTONS OV AUGUST OTH. — Tho 20d Battelion wes »

Lhmzl'the attook and the Tollowing Orders were @given by ths Eac;a“
I on Gommandens Cogpemy "F wap to withrow from the lert Tiank B7
e line %o & position in Tear of Compmy "G7. 4% 0930 Compuay,

- They were %o pi
XNowth nlong the zlete Tralls This ottack jumped off as scheduled,
ot gftor na advanee of 150 yards Compan!

&

Mokness of the jungle growsh and rout
trans “fn tha athosk 4he Rogimental Commander or=
snl by the 2né Babe
talion, levs Compay *E which was attached toc;he 3rd Battolion.
The plen was for the 2nd Battalion te by-pass the res
rouch tho trail i the Tear of the Japunese positions At 1300 this
—omvoloping manedver was started with Compmy

L7 -

™ in the lead followed

O e,

by Companics 7G", Hg., an? "H" going several mindred yards Southwest;
then followsd o campass cource across country parallol with the Zisia
Trail, at 1430, the leading elements of Gompany "F" surprised the outer
defenses of a Jupnnese strong point mear the top of & ridge perpendicu-
lar to their front, The leading platoon quickly doploysd am pushed
forward o the top of bhe riége when it encountered o line of pill-boxes
and foxholes, In tho ensuing fire Tisht two machine gun pill-boxes were
gestroyed and e considerable mumber of the emmy killed. Fire from other
naohine auns to the loft and higher up the ridgo prevented a camplete
break-through of the eneny lizs. Compmy "G" was comaittel to the left
of Company "F", but was wable to reach the position on the high ground
that wis bolding up Compeny "§". A it was mearly dark by this time
Company "F* wos wibhirawn wbout thirty verds and the battolion yormed
a perinoter defense without diszing fn. Fd the oppositicn been met
serlier in the day there is little doubt but that the bottalion would
ve successfully penetrated the onemy defenses and reduced this strong
poiut, 48 it was, darkness was at hand bofore the situation could be
devoloped thoroughly, aml the Japamese still held tho commanding ground,
were well dug in, and hal numercus supporting wenpons including heavy
ond Hght machine guns which were emplaced In well c mstructed log pili~
boxes, Throughout the night Compmy "F" reported hearing constderavle
chopping end digring from the enemy lne, e morning of Ausust 10th
tho battalion was ondered to withiraw two or three hundred yards £o that
artillery fire conld be placed on bie enemy strongpoint. Tnrouphout
the remainder of the day the artillery adjusted nmd fired comcontrations
he area occupied by the enemy,

95. OPERATIONS (N AUGUST LITH. -+ it 0730 on Mugust 1lth, following
a thirty mimute artillery preperation, tae battnlion again pushed Fur-
18, swinging forther to the left in zn attempt to envelope the right
flenk of the resistunce met on the previous doy. Cwpeny "F" wes lead-
ing, followed by "G, "B, am! K. Compemies, After advancing about
300 yards the lending elements of Compmy "F" suddenly met a grenade
baxrage which was immedictely followed by very heavy rifle and machine
gun fire ot extremely close rumze. No soomer had the fire fizht bujun
than the Japanese lsunched o counteratiack against the risht flank of
Gompmy "F". The weapoms platoon of Compunsy "F* ca@ all of Gompeny "O%
were immedfately emmitted aguinst this attack ond succeéded in driving
the enemy back. Compeay "H was employed to protect the left flank of
GCompany "FM. Throughout the remeinder of the morning and most of the
afterncon bhe battalion made repeated attacks against the enemy resis-
tonce, and mumercus cesulties were inflicted o both sides. Huwever,
the Jopanese were well dug-in and were employing numercus sutomatic
weapons am were cble to repulse bhe buttalion’k repeated atbacks,
Wher it Decame appaTent Lhot the objective could not e token vhat day
the bottalion dug-in cnd suprisingly spent @ relatively quiet nisht
with the opposing front lizes only @ few yords oparb. fround 0400 on

troops and considerable ectivity was audible in the rear of the Japaness
line. fntieipsting o counterattock our troops held their fire, but no
ettacks developed.

96, CGPERATIONS ON AJCIET 12TH. ~- Just Lefore dmwn, the battallon
conmander was again ordered &5 withdraw so that srtillery could be used
a8 soon efter daylight €8 possible, Iokins o speclal offort mot to
enzage the enemy, tho betbalion accordingly withdrew sbout 600 yards,
Turoughout tke morning the artillery laid down intense concentrations
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wgr rejoinsd the
on the entire cres occupiod by the smemy. Compeny °E rejo
battalion., In order to teke full ndvantage of the effects of the
a coprdinated attack by the 2pd and 3rd Battelions
he 3rd Battallon attacked parellel $0 end om
The 2nd Battalion attacked along ﬁ:e ;igh
i t with the 3x
ound to the left of the trail snd maintained contac’
gaQtaliO:\, Tre artillery fire was Dot 1ifted until the;;sfs:z of the
cops made such metion mecessary. Tpon resching the erea
sancize 2‘ s {atanca, it was found that the Japsnese ad with-
v the 3rd Battalion, Tio
graw, end en immediste pursuit wes begun bY
nd Battalion assembled in the vieinity of the Zieta Rive
lced In reserve i omered o maintain comtach with the 3ed Beste-
liop. later in the aftermoon the 3rd Battalfon again enc cunterad
resistance along the trail.

7. CPRRATIONS ON AUGUST 1315 AlD 14T —- During magust 13h
and 14th, £ho 3ad Bathalfon, less Cappany "E" which was sgaln at-
toohed to the 3rd Battalion, remined in reserve am fumished
Seonk and pear protection for the 3rd Battolion. (n the 13th 2
patwol conststing of & platoon of Company " located wnd place
e iock aezoss o trail to the North and Wesy of the resistazce
botng encomtered on the West to tho sea, This frall was upparently

ortant supply and evecuntion route, During the migit the oo
platoon killed all sembers of a seven-man corrylnig party. o Augue
D iin thic pletoon was reliaved by another plaoon from Compay Til'
10d by Lt. Jomngon. Shortly cfter midnight & party of Japenoss S5
inatad o6 200 nen esteblished a bivouse a short dlstence from the
e block, At dawn of August 15th tho ememy force broke caup and
ovred nlong dows the trail direotly Into the bleck. Taken complote-
17 by surpeios the leading troops were literally "mowsd down? Ly oir
Arter the inmiticl surprise the enomy lawehed vigor-

1y encirsled the platooms all around defense.
of contAmaOus 7ightidg the Platoen ba
only two hemd grenadss apd a Tew rounds of “”""3";2:.“;.353:0?“11:22
ohnson ecceeded in bresking through the :ns):y';:n:w .
x to bhe bottalion, AU 2 cost Of
i f?;ﬂu53tgsgsg:nyizm:ﬂ‘:mimsoplacoon hed ¥illed 60 Japs (sctual

H count wos mode later) and wolnded meny obhoTse

\ . CPERATIONS QY AUGUSP 1sTH. —- On thp morning of August 175R
THon, profcded by Light tauks, paseed throug!
frdberhigiy s = enemy defenses ogainst which the 3rd

talion, 148th Infantry suppose
Thota. Tlﬁ 3rd Bnthu{ion mede ©mboct with the ememy along the -
ot Wost of the block that Compauy “HY had cooupied on Algnsb 3

una 1ith, The 204 Sattelion comtacted the 3rd Bavbolien, 1.1‘3l e
Tnrantry, which hed been located for sons time on a Bill overlod &

Zieta Villoge and Zietn Troil.
OPERATIONS FRQM AUGUST 16TH TO AUGUST 25T

o o ucact 1%th Tho 2nd Batielion relieved tho 3rd Bt~

.
talion of the L486h Infantry on Zieta Hill amd continued patroliing

b, Tne 83th Fis1a Artillery Buttalion is doserving of oome
% @ they Yow
detion For the oxcelloat assistencs
T oho- onbire oompaipi, Tvem though operatiof WRSE LT,
everse conditions they alwoye eucosedsd in layhpg S0 )
e 1t when wo wented 1t, am 1o any quentity desimeds

gt

to the North, East ond West. &b this time & reconnaissance patrol re-
ported the prosencc of cromy at Piru Plantction but none nt Sunday Inlet.
The Division Commandor then directed thet tho 2nd end Jrd Battalions,
27th Infamtry, combimie to the North axd West, cepture Pira Plantation,

amd supply, Diamond Nerrows is a narr
orn part of Kula Gulf which soparatos Arundel Teland from New Georgia
proper.

b Alr recomanlesance of this arca had been made by the
Diviejon ond Reglmental Gommanders, cnd therc appsared to be a strip
of high ground leading across the swamp which surrounds Piru Plambation.
This proved to be & strip of cxceptiomally tall tress and not high
ground, The 2nd Battelion folloving on azimuth course advanced 3600
yords Northwest of Zictn turovgh ewamp towsrd Pire Plamtation in on
attempt to locate this high ground but ron into e bog and were stopped,
Patrols the eize of a platoon were sent ut on ngast 19th and 20th to
the North, West, and Southwest to locabe the high rwound across the
swamp ot railed. On the arternoon of August 20Lh She’ Regloehtal
Gompander deeided to abandon ths secreh for the high ground ant plans
were made to blaze a trail directly through the swamp to Piru Plamtctim
using th sme route followed by the reconnaissamce patrol of Augush
10 ~ 12th. In occorfance with this plan the 200 Battalion backtracked
2000 yords on August 2Lst and bivouacked just East of bhe mengrove swomp.

200, QPERATIONS ON ADCUST 22MD, -- At 0700 the 20d Battolion pro-
cosded coross thi cwasp Tollowing 4 trail blazed by the Regimenmtal
Reconnalssance Platocn Leader, Ceptain Koontz, and arrived 800 yerds
in the rear of the plantation opposite Cutter Point In the afternoon of
the same day. Tbe crossing of this swenp deserves some special mention
for a distance of from 1000 o 1500 yards wae crossed in md from knee
%o walst deep with full combat equipment. LIn the afternoon the Batta-
lion Commarder ani his Company Commandors mode & persoisl reconiaissance
in the rear of the plentation and preparations were mede for sscuring
the area the following morning. g

101, OPERATICNS FROM AUGUST 23RD TO SEPTEMBER 10TH. -- At 0700 the
leading elements of he battulion entersd Pirh and pusbed on o Huthorn
Sound. Ons company advanced to the North and two companses advanced
Seuth sweeping the outire Plumtaticn, but mesting o opposition. The
last of the ememy had evacuated the previcus day (as evidenced by the
report of an P ond dead catele left behind) leaving food, equipment,
and prepared defensive positions nll of which were facing the san.
Beach positions were prepared eml ccoupied along the beach overlooking
Kula Gulf. This ended oll active operations of the 2nd Rottalion on
Tew Goorgia Island, The battalion comtinved to mon beach defenses and
petrol the area until Soptembar 10tk but With the exception of frequent
Pombings by enemy planes, there was mo other onemy activity emcountered.

102, SUMYARY OF OFERATIONS.

3. The Opérations were characterized by slow torturous moves
of short distences, over thick mountainous jungle troils apd treacherous
swemps, where tho supply problem was always acate. The laok of accurate
maps had bompored the cperotion considerably, amd to counter this, con-
stant patrolling was necssary. The value of artillsry even in the
thickest of jungles was reproven, and although 2d justment by sound alome
lacke ccuracy it Is effective if used in sufficlent quantity to cover
the entire target area.
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SECTION IV
PERATIONS OF THE THIED BATTALION
mgust 3 - Soptember 10, 1943

Mo jor Okarles . Dovis, Infantry, Commanding

Parazraphs

Preliminary Plezaing. « . o - o .o

orations on Augact 3rd. . . . PTTY
Cperations on fugust 4the . « » .10
Operations on August 5¢h. . . . . 206
Operations on Augast bth. . o . .07
Operations on August 7th. . . « PO ]

eratione on August 8th. . . . T
Operations m August Jth. + o o . 0
Operations on August 10th 4 . . .oom
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103, PRELIMINARY PLANNING,

R The mops furnished the battelon for bhfs operation were
nignly inascurate, Tho distance to and locatigp.of Zicts Villoge, an
intermediate objective, were not o wadpdeinitely knomn that the
trofl belng folloved would lead to Ziste Village; and finally; the em-
tire section of the map’ betwesn Twin Hills end the supposed location of
Zieta Village was blank, beine covered by clouds at the tims the aerial
photos weve nade.

Db. With this rather nebulous situation $o cope with, ead the
fact thet the ccation and strength of the ememy was w 1t is
apparent that Mtle long-distonce planning could be done.
best gvatlable information am azimuth was selscted which it wes hoped
would lead to Zicta Village, cnd thls was followed in each ndvamce.
When contact with the Japs had been effocted, n recomnaissanoe and os-
timate of the situation were made and the attack onder {ssusd. This
procedure obteined throughout the campaim.

104, CPERATIONS ON AUGUST 3HD, -- Gompany "I" moved by Baxter Rood
to RI-W. From there @ pabrol wes sent morthwerd along Bairoko Trail for
a distance of approxtmately 500 yords. Upon returning the pabrol re-
ported encountering an cuemy nachine gun positlon and a bivouac aree
just as thoy were sterting to texn dack, Compmy "IV wes ordered to
nove to the morth slong bhe some’trail, establish a defensive posilitn
just short of the emery locotion, and awsit further omers. In the
mecntime Company "K* hod meved to amd cooupied for defense Rj-V. Com-
peny "L maintelned ita block on Borber Read and Ha. Company and Campany
™ remained at the Parachute Drop.
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TERN GUST_4TH.

205 2 A{I(;mézomc‘of;uni #T", having veceived ordsrelto)dii\:;:d
northward along the trail, mieccmmzzd w;;nuz::mggz:o\éi ylo c;: o
1loping this vesistamce 13
ﬁiﬁ;:‘;ﬁiﬁ:,”@imimy % oon committed a1l of xtsduus::. 'm;iy_
Jap s wore defending high grcund, were well duz in; wghweu h::})ﬂnd
ing the fires of matually s\lg};o;};ng i-},c;h;isﬁ:ss’c:,ipmy ﬁr- Pt
Bovdes, NI L eno o the eamy position, but Gue to the
early e itment: of units and the amnl) slze of the ccmpzz\y, xw“un-

erve wag cvailable to envelope hig flanks. {This was 1O nicood
nted Battalion athack since all rifle eaupenics had bes!:rﬂ'semg::mwd
separate ond distioct missions on this datg) Compeny "T cbn inss
to make a holding atteck until relieved on Regimental O!Le!r‘ yv{n 8
of the lst Battalion which had been assigned fhe mission Onlnlom'd gt
scrthverd along Balrcko Trail to Batrokoy Tuis s eofmpits o
approximately 13003 Compmy "I then moved o the Ol

P aron for the migst's bivousts

b4 Co
wi* norbi alomg Bairoko Trail end upon Techiig a point 1000 ylirgs
from RIW wAE 0 Eove Guo west cross country, fimd the go-om ;
Zicta Trailj and esteblish thereon a block to;?vsn;‘th:o“:;e .
ting’ from the Munde e e
L O By T meny M4, Company *K" vas crlered to lave tho
Bairoko Truil et a point nearer RI-W thon hod been previcusly desig-

a od tont the entire ores was cccupled by emall, octive ercups
oisii?ineny. Duc-to the fact that this compmy was boing rcmlgdw:c
Pient contimmously, the comany camender realized that hé wou

B to to ranoh bis cbfeotive om the Zteba Erail that day, =i on
o5 recommendation the compuny wos crdered 0 returto R o
e thay moved to the avec oceupisd by Company "I°, where both
ompanies jotned vith Hj. Ccmpmy in formng a sieht vivouse.

During the morning the Regimentel Commender directed
that Gompany "M" be Eoved from the Pavachube Drop and cceupy the
e o Beai] From RI- orth for @ distence Of 400 yurds. Tils
was accomplished by 1130,

4. Gompany "5® wes relimed from its rosd block position
at 1300 ond was grdgx‘ad to move to RY-W, thence narbhmxdlalinsh:::
Zieta Trall for o disteuce of 800 yords ond install f.ha): ook which
Gompeny *E" had been uncblo to ostablish. At 1630 tho :el ng olo
\rombs of Company “L° encountered strong emmy resistance EOMG
Ztate Trail not far from RI-J, ani bevgusoe Of the time of day WAL
e to attock furthor, They therefors withdrsw %o RJ-J, axd dug
in for the night.

106. CPERATIONS ON UGUST 5TH.

G, The ewbire wattalion was conolidated ot RI-7 in the
T - lion to atback a
noming. Orders were received for the bmtta
Tote ouin Hille, which lay asiride the trail ebout A0Q yards m;rth
o 23T, Conpany connanders were sssembled et 1100 end arders for
On atvesk ot 1215 were lesusd, The gemerel plam of the stack wes
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. OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 6TH. . o
7 & Tarly on this day Componics "L" and™*T escs‘;;cmdmx:“
suldlo andboganized it for defonso, Compuay "M, loss SMR POT
Slatoon, moved from RI-3, follacing the route teken by oy "I
Bn $he provious day, and cccupled positions hold by Comproy 'L 0,
tho Digh sround, Hi Coupany following the Zlete Trall
congolidated within the battalion defemse area.

wing order: The 3rd
5, The batbalion rocolved he following
% £ reaching
{11 move crossecountry with the mission o 2

ilztetinoiew;szo repony "L% was ordered to move gumerolly northost
By sng the Zista Trail for about 600 yurds ond estibiish b HLOCH
e beadl. This movs by Compuy "I' was unopposel, AN
was empleced as divested.

he rencinder of
108, CPERATIGNS ON AUCUSE 7IH, — 0n this day %
the battalion moved along the Ziut(\l’hﬂni;izhmmdms z;‘; {O;;;‘;z“o:;;nmy
ied by Campany "I,  Comproy "I7, W dine
e e, ous Aumterad anipors, bub quickly disposed of hen,
Muring this actios Cuptatn Dovid 1, Baird, commmcins gusecy o
o wundod end 1ot Lbs Willlan B, Little assuted commends W0 oo 0
Yalion reached Compmny "I ab 1300 without furt ber upplm“‘nh,cn =
a3 "G of tho 2nd Battolion moved up ond Joined the bal .

from the battolion bivouac.
benana grove epproximately 1600 yards Lousc.
No opposition ws mt, and they dug e for the night on high groun
ovorlooking the traile

- In the morntny Oompany 6" lad
109, OPERATIONS ON AUGDST STH. o e
out mo?nng along the zieba Troll and passed through Gmpm:gﬁ wilt' &l
et samindor of tho 34 Battalion followsd Company B0 B2
Somboliaeiet ith Comm oy e, fr:np;gm;‘as:‘u:h:;s 5u Bostalion
ing an all-around defenses & o
};:E:s through this area during the nfterncon. There was no enemy
cetivity this dute.

110, CPERATIONS OF jUGST 9T, -- The 2nd Battalion met ond en-
gaged the enamy Bt ¢ point abost yards north of mzbiv;::tgl‘on
D Bevtation moved wp and gatned contast with this 2nd Batte TR
o Seoupisd two precipitous hille edjacent to pnd m eashielt T
he trail. The ndvamce of the 2nd Battalion boing belf up, BT
hills and the ravine in ‘between Wore organized for lefonse
night was spent ip this orea.

ONS ON_AUGUST 10TH,

e EERQTI eny 1" wos ardered to make an envelopment g! ﬂ:;

cnomy left flnnk which pus ot this :zmi n:;;g;:e::l “::f,:?’;, :ilemxt}.hsg
. At 0900, Compeny "I* moved oul e ;
O aod wonin and fially attacked fu o novtmwesterly Slreosicn. By
1300 they bad reached the top of a narrow ridge held by ;Q:Ni i;c_
B aster to attestivoly covor thetr zone of aetion 1h was TR EL
egeery to atbach & platecn of Compary wim, This plato Tt of
Same Toute os Compony "I*, snd was placed in the 1ine on
-5

G o

s followst Compmy "K” o ohback In the Tisht zome of action with

its objcctive tho hith sround to the rivht of the soddle between Twin
Hille} Comsmy "L to abtack in the left zope of action with its objec—
tive the hish Around to the left of the saddle. Compmy “HY was to es—
tablish a base of fire for the atteok from o positlon aprroximately 200
yards cagt of RJ-T, usin: Slmm mortars only. Compeny "I wes to remain
in cover position noor RJ-J in battalion roserve, mal was o be jropared
0 ssist in bue attack in either zomo of acticn. The locabion of the
enemy resistance on the pmvious day had determined the use of the double
envelopment, The abtook was o complete surprise to the enemy and after
furious fighting the objectives were fained at 1600,

b, leading elaments af Company "K" contacted the enemy at 1500,
it approximately 1530, Company "K" had deployed oe skirmishers and hed
started the ossault. In the fightin- which Followed well emplaced mach-
ine guns protected by riflemen were cncountered, rs well as mumerous Jap
concussion wrenades. It 1s believed that the atback causht tho Japs off
guard sirco no snipers were met wntil the main ememy lefensive position
was reached, Eishteon of the snomy were killed, Our own casualties
ware two killed with four officers and sineteen mon wainded.

¢ At 1200 one platoen of Compmy "L was Sent out to make u
wide envelopuont and sccure o foothold on the left ridge from which fur-
ther operations cald be put imto effect against the Japanese positions
in this zonc of scticn. This plateen succeeded in ralins the hish ground
without. opposition azd joimoe the remcinder of Company "I* about 400 yards
st of the saddle, The plan of acticn was to Inve ome rifle platoon move
along the top of the ridge toward the saddle, the second rifle platoon to
envelop the enemy’s left flonk, cxd simce a bage of fire could not be
usod, to have the weapons platoon protect the rear amd flanks of the com-
pany in its attack. Jn estimted force of ¢ full platoon of the enemy
was enccuntered by the platoon making the envelopment, The COmMpany com-
mander ot thie point decided to use the platoon odvameirg olong the top
of tho ridge to reinforce the cnveloping platoon ond make o wider envel-
optient o the loft. Thic was isapproved by battalion order since the
Rich ground dominated the cnemy position. Tho attack was continued as
previously planned ond by 1630 the cnemy bad been dislodged from their
positions loaving about six dead, Company "L* was then ordered to leave a
socurity dotachment on the hizh ground and o pusk enst toward the saddle
with the romatnder of the compeny, /% this time Compeny “I" (less weapons
platoon] was ordered to follow the route used by Compmy "L and to or-
zanize the hish ground west of the saddlo by nizhtfall.” Both Company “If
anl K" sucoceded in jaining their objectives, the hizh mround in their
respective zones Of actiom, bub Gi¢ Dot make comtact ln the saddle on this
ate,

4. Huwh booby including rifles, clothinz, medical ané radio eg-
wipment was loft behind by tho enomy, Mony maps, Claries and other pepers
believod to ¢ontoin valunble information were found and semt %o Division
G-z, Tne fround captured wag & largo Jopamsse blvouns area which could
conservatively cccomodate at least o battaliom, Camnmy "IV (less weapans
platoon}, followins the 'route used by Company "L, moved to the high Trouad
oscupted by Gompany "LY, and n conjunction with them organizod it for
nicht dofemse, A forward CP was estoblished here also. Compeny "M, the
woapons platoon of Compeny "I* and Hq, Compeny remnined at RI-J.

Company "I" with the miszion of £illing the gp botwsem Companies "It
and "F* snd maintolning contact with both unlts.

L. The sttack jumped off at 1400 from the 2ill top, amd had
progressed but a shorb distance when strong enemy oppesition was encount-
erod. This resistence comsisted of light machine’gms and rifles, firing
from well emplaced and well camouflnged positions, as wsll ss Jap con-
cussion grenndes. Stiff fighting followod, with our Mnes uoeble to ad-
vance apprecisbly beceuse of the denseness of the jmgle:growth emd the
nutomatic fire belng mot, Ab about 1700 the onder was giver to dig fm
for the night, amd a cordon defense was established, The Temainder wuf
the battalion bivouacked in the some aren as the Dight before.

112, QPERATIONS ON AUQUST 11TH, -- At about 1100 Company "K" less
one platoon wes @dered to move, following the route teken by Company

"I proviously and to oxtend Company *I*g" right flank, Ab about 1200
Company "K" reached Company "I* and went into positdon. Ab 1300 Compeny
"EP, a platoon of Gompemy "K", Cazpaay "I eud the remainder of Company
"E", abroast nnd formed as skirmishers, attacked west by north toward
Ziota Trail: Using amoke gremades and intense rifle and machize mua

fire combined with aggressivo mowment bhe attack moved forwerd puching
the Japanese back, Several machine gun’smplacemsnts were destroyed in
this mctionl After the initial success, howsver, the attack was mot
followsd through. Tanks were heard coming up and it was dedided to co~
ordsmate the attack with the tasks spearheading the assoult. Much time
was spent in uttempting to mamuever the tanks into position eud as a re~
sult the initiative that had boen gained was lost. It became evident
thet the tanit could not be amployed. By this time it was too lste dn
the day for another attack, end the compenies dug in on the ground gained.
The remainder of the bnttalion bivouacked as on the previous night. .

113. CPERATIONS Of AUGUST 1oTH.

& Early fn Uhe fording it wes decided to lay ertillery fire
on the Tap positions, ond Companies “I" and "K" were accordingly pulled
‘ack to the vicintty of the battallon biveuso., Company "E" wae also
withdrewn end roverted to the 2ud Battalion. A4 battalion attack order
was issued: Following the artillery preparation, the 2nd Battalion was
t0 go into reserve; Companies "K" and VL" were to attock along the Ziete
Tra{l with Campey "I" on the left; two tenks were to spearhoad the
sttack, with euwcossive advances of twenty-fi¥e yords by the taaks to
be followed up immedintely by skirmish limes of the attaciing companies.
The remainder of the battalion wes to follow closely behind tho leading
companies.

b. The artillery begsn registering, semsing emtirely by souwnd
at 0817 and completed & ninety minute preparation ot 1100, Tue atteck
was sarted ag planned; aml hed proceeded about 200 yerds when one of
the tenks becams stuck, and was unable to pull cut of the soft jungle
bottom, The advamce was quickly résumed with both attacking campetles
Kooplng abreast of the single tank, and moved morthwest along the Zista
Trail,

© o, At about 1300 tle advance had progressed to the Zista

Rivor, beyond which it was apparent the tenks could not eontinue until

a bridge was mt in. A brief halt was made so that units could reor-

gonize, and the advance was ngain taken‘up with Compeny "L" leading,

followsd n_order by Campanics "KM, "I7, Xq., and ", Good progress
46 -
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1960 while 4i7ging fn, but po further
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115, QPERATIONS OF ADGUST LATH
- The

& eTatE wus Tomumod ot 0730 with Company
N YOS

g

TYPICAL JAP DEFENSIVE POSITION
ALONG ZIETA TRAIL. JUNGLE .

VIEW OF ZIETA PLANTATION
FROM ABANDONED JAP OP.

JAP HUT AT ZIETA

SOLDIER RESTS IN JAP HUT
AFTER FATIGUING TREK THRU

RS

replacing Company "™ o the right, and Campany "K" egain sbtecking on
the left, Even more automstic fire was encountered than had beem mot on
the day before, and the attacking unite wers unable %0 advance, Gompany
"E" was egain sent eround the right flank, but as on the day before was
farced to make a wide sweep and d41d not locate the Jap's left flamk,
Clearing of an 8lm mortar position kad been started early in the morning,
and was conpleted at 1400, Mortar firs was then pleced in rear of t

Jap lines, end adjusted by sound, was walked in to the minimum range whict
could be employed. Another stteck was then launched, but mot with the
same inteuse hostile fires.
of cur truy

front lines of Companics "K" and "IM, The emtire line bhen opened fire
and attempted to move forward, but met with the seme resulte as befare.

Y. This attack was in progross when 1t was lesrned that four
larine light tanke werc on their way to the fromt linos, and plens for
thelr immcdicte employment wero mode. At 1500 these tanks were guided
o a polnt in rear of the Junction of Compeny "K' and Gompany *I7, neer
the Zicta Trail, and paoged through the attacking Fiflemen. Oue temk
innediately became blinded becausc of a demolished windshisld, and was
withdrawn. ©f the three tamks remoining, onc wont to the east or right
of tho trail end the obher two to the left of the trail. The riflemen
followed closcly staying Toughly abroast of the tanks on both sides. The
tanks commenced firing with thelr machine suns and 3778, end in turn drew
the fire of practically the emtiro Jap lines; The act1on of the tanks
smd the location of Jap'mochine guns ad pill-boxes was coordinated by
Septain Ben F. Forguoon, Commanding Gompomy "K", who wrote the informaticn
on slips of paper and passed them to the tank commnders throngh the
Ppistol part, . Several pill-bozes were dostroyed durfng this action, yet
mo appreciable slackening of cmemy fire could be noted. The tanks were
foreed to witidraw £0 replenish their ammunition supply, and the lateness
of the howr prevented another attack; Compemy "EY, which hed remained
out on the flank during this dction, was ogain withdrawn to within our
lines, and the conpanies dug in-where they were, meking a net advence for
tho day of approximatoly 5O yordo, Cagualtics had agaim boon fairly hoavy
but the omployment of the temks had raised the spirits and morals of the
men. immeasurably,

216, CPERATIONS G AUGUST 15TH,
3, In the morning the 2nd Bottalion passed through the lines
of the 3rd Battclion at 0800, ond spearheadod by the tamks attacked

along the Zieta Trail, The opposition that had buen met on previcus
days by the 3rd Battalion was not met, and the well-prepared Jap posi-
tions ond emplacements were passod through, 'The atback progressed st
isfoctorily toword Zieta, The 3rd Battalion, less ome machine qun
platoon of Company "M", which had baen sont to reinfarce a Company "H"
block on nn east-west trail, followed closely behind the 2nd Battalion,

maintaining contact with them, Zletc was reached at about 1200,

b, At 1300 Company "I" was ordered to move westwerd along a
trail leading from Zieta with the mission of recommostering the trail
end locating the block placed on this trail by Compamy "H' on the pre-
vious day. At about 500 yards from Zieta Compamy °L" located the block,
thon unocoupied, snd continued 0 move westward along the trail, At
1500, when about 800 yarde from Zieta, they encountered Jap sniper fire,

¢, Company "K* was ordered inmitielly to establish am all-
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2 ived for
Lu Oardom. Orpdera wore then TECE:
ot st 5 s e, PRI e
c::palnng the sane troil ot Me@; Cony";\lhey e tive wos o
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"Lt a
e S ek S S el

3
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A o inttnr of four Ly nwstze
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ams el e e Tapmmore line with intense ovbonabic firo WIS
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e etwand along the bank of tho Zictn Kvr, which T8

our right, with the nission of turning the Jop's t

. The atteck wos atarted as pinuned ot liiéaam ;:“

15 ooucy awtometic and rifle fire was oncruntercds TG

'27;3223 inutes of sharp fightisg 1t was uicme:tzzkme;ﬂy for
1 coue the 8

might oa tho groud geinel B LG eavelognnt wog wiLxT
T O dow doTensy was astovlisted, Ooe Jap ws «:sli:ng =
outpost while our men were dignisg ia. Mz:tlil;your  coll
%o place hurassing five 400 yards to the w

througaout the nights

CPERATI GRS O AUGUST 16TH. .

W S T attack wae Tomuped by Gommies "1

ond K" bu?'no cpgosition wos mt. The advance mas con!

With both compenics beatins. ot the junl

the traile 4 large Jop Wvouse weo  pesed
enemy. At about 100 o e et

g@‘?iul );Za ‘been renched sxd a lagoon bad besn mﬁu’::ﬁwa“ed'

4 Jop landing ook end ceveral engineer boats w:re Co e mtly

Tnis point, waich wes abourt monxyardss:r?;gz o, 1m0 oridetly

o
boon sed g0 & DY DT (L Coa vEn estobhisod o block 1n the
:‘;iiiiiy of st'dozk 4o deny the enemy further use of o

oOn Auguet 15th amd 16th, the pattalicn less cm!s:ms
wi and "Iv bivounckod in en oll-arounl defense ay Zieta -

Teturn to Zicte Gorden the battalion was a
spont, the night of Augnst 18%h there.
gTE, —— The battelion moved 1o
RATIONS QU AUGUST L9TH. o
8. ‘IEE Fivoune of the nichb gst‘gre, 2;31%"&:”5#%:
and vemsined there ¥ ot
Timot 20th. While there o patrol consistins o a rifle plaf
was sont o the west to sttenpt bo 1mate o’
erol was sent northwerd to leate Ut, Tirckambie 896 SUERD oo
okt tox oty Pmes:‘a“;ii:::;“; reoching it without
4; the patrol to Me. Tirokabia 1n Toschy
:lx.;ncnuylj ond all ohber patrols reported meratively.
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119, QPERATIGE ON ADGUST 21ST, ~- The battalicn moved followli.
the 2nd Battalion which had started eross-country for Piru. The batta-
lion Bivomeked for the night in the ares occupied tho nizht before by
the 20d Battalion,

120, QPERATIONS ON AWUST 2ND. .

o, The bottalicn pashed westward at 0730, follewing the route
of tho 2nd Battalion, and had crossed tho swamp bobween the trail and
Piru by 1200, No smemy hod been encountered. The occupation of Piru
terminated the compalen on New Georgie Island.

‘The stay et Piru was devoted to tho establishment of beach

Qefenses Ond patrolling to incInde Sundey Inlet, and reorgantzotion nmd
rohabilitation of the battalion. The sector defended extended over a
frontage of 3600 yards, with the couseway ab Outter Point approximately

the center. This was effectively covered by Companies "IV, "L¥, and
“M®, by strong polnts, from east o west respectively. Company "K",
less cme platoon, was held in resarve. The weapans platoon of Company
K" established @ block at the extreme right flank, extending 150 yarde
inland from the beach, Security patrols were frequontly sent out, and
Sunday Inlet was pebrolled three times, all with merative Tesults.
Severel air raids wers expaisnced nisibly, with but two omsualbies
suffered, The battolion butchered beeves four times while at Piru, end
Barbecuod beof was eaten by all mots,

g+ JTaps known to ave been killed totalled 93.
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SECTIOE v
ARTILIERY SUPPORT, 89TH FIZID ARTILLERY BATTALION

1t, Col. John W, Ferris, F.A., Commanding

Paragraphs
Sunmery of Operatloms o o - . .o e ... ... ..., .. 121
Battelion Conmunications . . . . .. . ..., ...... . 122
SUIVOY s 4w ueeaae e e .. 123
Methode Brployed in the Adjustment of Fire . . . .. . ... 12

121, SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS.

The batbalion reverted to 25th Infamtry Dirision control
on 3 August and was placed in direct support of the 27th Infantry which
bBad arrived in the area on 31 July. Positions were selected 500 yards
north of Lambettl, New Georgia Island and the battalion displaced on
four IT's on 5 August, Battery "B* rejoined the battalion.

. b, The misston assigned the combat team was to attack toward
Zista Village, drive all resistance Narth, end to Intercept and destroy
all Japanese attempting to excape through our eector. Ore battalion

of the 27th Jfantry had been detached end was attscking on a trail
paralled o, and 3000 yards to the Tight with the blst Infantry, The
battalion was glven the miss{on of eupporting the column attscking to-
ward Zista while the 10th Field Artillery Battallon would support the
right column. The 136th Field Artillery Battalion furnisked reinforcing
fire to the &9th Field Artillery Babtallon.

¢ Tire and radio communication, liaison and observer parties
and survey pertiss, accompanied the 27th Infantry when they jJumped off st
0900, & August, Do to the complete lack of visibility beyond a few yards
in the jungle.all adjustment was made by sound. Leading elements wer
surveyed in by the battalion eurvey perty. Fire could be dropped in fromt
of leading cloments ot any timu wad ud justed closér by sound,

4. The 89th Field Artillery Battclion, supported by rein-
foreing firss of the 136th Field Artillery Battalion (Mediun), fired
daily in support of the attack from 6 Aumist to 15 August when Zieta
villege was taken, The Jopanose delaying force was dug in aeross the
trail ebout every two or thrco hundred yerds. The well comstructed

The hoaviest concentration was fired on the 12th when
2700 rounds were fired by the 89th Field Artillery Battalion and 850
Younds were fired by the 136th Field Artillery Battalion on en area
200 yords wide and 800 yards desp, The area hed deen extremely well
prepared for defense but after this coccemtration the infantry attacked
behind a rolling barrage ond sdvanced 900 yords bofore a live Jap was

Heragsing fire wos placed during the nights on points
along the coast of Ondonga Islond and ot Piru Plontation,
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122, BATPALION COMINIGATIONS, — During he 27th Inl’nntry’;
10 Eista apsault wire wes 10 "
sttaok 1o Zista assault wire wes luid as the front lines odvanee

throo runk lines to tha Tour batta-
orry the loads imposed spon
o T is board was ususlly adjoosnt to the Toginental Bendquortors
et md was alwoys tranked bo ib. Wiz communlostion was mevd
conpletely oub for more thun 20 minutes at o tino. s wes due,
{ergoly, to core taken in laying the wire and the oot et Tne
4 stablished sbout overy mile.
|ueR Shotlane e o ot other side of 4o break would Lmedistely
eart out to find tho troable. SOR-284’s wero oarried hyh:}:eli;a;:::;;t
eections g were rarcly colled upon, AL gzk-lz;s 1n o vebtouter now
i W
followed tho jeep trail as it advanced. s 8 by reloy
o conld work boek s
Zo the farward switeibesrd. lintson Officers could work BEOR OR.

could work by

hen the Liaigon Officers and forward cbservers b

wirc to’%h}a forsiard svitchbosrd then bhrengh bhe relay to the SCR-193
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and back to the bass set in the bavtalion area. If all wire had gomn out
ut once, which 1t nover did, hey would have been ToTeed o have troir
nessages relayed by the advonce radic to the baeo radlo as they generally
could not reach the base radio with the SCR-28)4 due to irregular terrain
and the high tress.

123, SURVEY. i

B When the battalion displeced to Lambettd, imitial control
was obtained from the CICSOPAC Mop. A traverse wos then run to the fromp
lius of biw 2Tié Infcotry. A tH® INTANLEY eAvencoed, The Survey TOLLow-
od ot the teil of the smcll arms fire., The troverse was campited as the
perty advenced, The survey party was usually at the hoad of the Jeep
trail, in the vicnity of the wire perty laying the 110 trunk limes be-
tween the forward and rear ewitchbonrds, They could be comtactsd at an
time and the coordinates ot the head of the jeep troil obtaimed. The tratl
head was usuelly within two hundred yords of the infambry fromt lines.
From this accupately located polnt a paced treverse using a pocket com-
pass wus Tun to the Yorwand Observers and their exact lecation determined.

Ds  This mothod not only facilitated imitial fire but was also
valuoble 1n locating the infantry fromt lines.

¢, In cperations whore it is inpossible to locats front lines
on a mep the best means of locating the leading clements is to run
traverse from the dattalion aves to the fromt, This traverse can follow
tho trail employed by the RTORETY Units and odvance as rapidly s they
0. In the event that the ottock is made on two trails acme distence
apart it is noceasery to employ two survey sections,

4. 5 map mede by the methods employed by the 2nd Aviation
Iogineers will furnish al) the snformaticn meaded for fire control if
supplemonted by curvent serial photographs; Thls map wes made from
aerial photographs and was controlled by radial line metbods. If the
supped area 1s coversd by heavy tress &nd no definite details can be
located by , oF by restitution from asrial than
& traverse must be rua.

124, METHODS EMPLOYED IN THE ADJUSTWENT OF FIRE,

Fire from the Zieta position was ad justed by forward ob-
servers with the 161st Infantry at Bairoko Harbor and with the 27th
Infantry at Pira Plantation. 'orward observer methods were employed.
Additional points were roglstered upon by an serinl obseryer furnished
by the battalion. An SBD was employed as an observation plame. It
proved to be en unsatisfectory place for adjusting artillery fire.

4 plane to be satisfactory as an ertillery observation plame must be
capable of flying very slowly.

b, High angle fire was employed entirely during the atteck
toward Zieta Village. low angle Tire could not be employed near friend-
ly troops without gevting tres DUTELs OVer our own infentry. The bigh
trees end rolling ground offered o mask that created o dead space on
closs targets.
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SEGTION VI
SUPPLY AND EVICUATION

Major C. J. Christienson, Infumtry, Supply Officer
Major Joha A, Dole, Jr., Medical Corps, Regtmental Surgeon

Paragraphs
Prolininery PIONS, o« s oo 0 a0 0 s e e n oot vy 225
Tyeneport Of SUPDLIBS. + o v 4 4 v x4 e e e e b 126
WokeT DUBPLY o « o ¢ « o+ o 6 o 0 n n o a w4 e in 0= 127
Food SUPPLVe o s o o o s oo v oo b o o dboo o n 128
TrongpOrtabioh + v 4 e o w e 4w e e e dba ooy 129
T B R R 130

125, PRELIMINARY PLAN: X

The warning order for the nove did not provide too mieh
time for adequate preparation. Thirty-siz hours for pooking, drawing,
and issuing of shorbages, ovompionod by the turning over of sguipment to
other units at the beginning of the Naw Georsiu Campaigni looding re~
quired contimnous work during that pericd.

b Tm addttion to the combet equipment of the regiment, it
carried 20 doys "B" Tations, 15 days "0" rations, 3 days "D rations,
10 days "J* rations, ges and oil end mointennnce supplies for 15 days,
nedical supplies for 15 days end 5 units of fire on the move from
Guta

o the 3rd of Augast the veglment and all it supplies were
1in bivounc at the Parachute Drop with Service Company and the Rear
Echelon property remaining st Lalana Beach in bivousc there.

On the afternoon of August 3rG the Regimental Commander

Locations for Rogimental DPYa wore selocted near RI-H.
supply were 0 ceteblish a Regimental Dump at this polmt for water,
amunition and rations. From this point forward, supplies could be
deliversd for the most part by vehicle to the front Lines, A1l supplios
for the caibat toam hed to be cbtaimed from the 37th or 43rd Division
installations at Lolena Beach,Casualties were delivered to the Clearing
Compeny &t Laiena Beachs

9. A5 tho advance progressed with the mssion of the lst
Battalion o proocod up the Mumda-Batroks Trail {this battslion was
later attacked to the 16lst Infemtry for supplies) and the belmnce of
the regiment to proceed up the Munda-Zista Treil, the supply imetallasi
tlons remained as close bohind the forwerd units as the roads would
pernit. 'As the advance combinued, the supply problem beceme increasing-
ly worse, duo to the lengtheniag of the supply rowtes ani Inereasingly
poorer condition of the reads.

f. Tho Engineors would push a temperory road behind tho
assault units with the RD-4 and & more permament road was prepared be-
hind the advance by the use of the D-7, This worked well, Using 4 ton
trucks, supplies could be moved as for forward as the road and tactical
situstion would permit, Battalion dumps wers established at this polnt
to feed, water, and replenish bhe ammmmnition of the attacking unite.
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. &

constant rain mele the use of vehiclés nearly impossible. Tne  ton
porforned excellently & Whoa the rondp were restricted only t0 their
use they could oontinue to get Sheough. The # ton performed woll in that
1t could traversc roads impaseable Yo the % ton, but difffculty was ex-
perienced by this vehicle in that the drive shafts universals or trans-
migsion were conetqntly breaking (spare pearts were extromely limtted),
Two or thros of the five 7 toms were all tint wers in cperation ot any
one time. The cause #or this, it is considered, was due to the heavy
typo gell, The vehicle would normlly have traction, but in trying to
push through the heavy ronds something would have to give, and the parte
listed above guve way.

130,  EVACUATION.
&, Firet echelon ovacution was accanplished by the battalion

aid sections plus upeistonce fram line troops. Idtter hauls were over
aifficult terrain amd frequently harassed by enemy firei From tho aid
station casuelties werc svacuatod by 1itter bearers from Collecting
Company "C*", 25th Modlcal Battaldon to an advanced collecting point at
tho road terminus, Fram here they were removed to tho collecting statiom
by means of 4 ton trucks with fmprovised litter racks,

. Due to the difficult torrain and slowness in cvacuation
from the aid station no attempt was made to evecuate o patient unless
be eould be removed in daylight. This frequently necessitated keeping
casualties at the Battalion Ald Statdon overnight regardless of the
seriouencsa of the wound.
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CHAPTER IV - PART II
OPERATIONS OF THE 277H INFANTRY REGIMENT
/RUNDEL AND KOLOMBANGARA

FParagrophs
SECTION I, PLANS 4D CPSRATIONS. & o . . o o & 4 331 = 135
I, OPERATIGNS OF THE 2ND BATTALION . i . 136 = 150
III, CFERATIONS OF TE 3D BATTALION « i . 451 ~ 163
IV. SUFPLY AND EVACUATION . . . . . . i . 164 - 166

SECTION I
CUTLINE OF PLANS AND CPERATIONS

Golonel Douglass Sugg, Infantry, Gomaanding

Poragraphs
L
A5k OTdSTSy « o 4 s v v o0 e o s e m e w e 132
Reconnaissance amd Terroin Appreciation. + o o o o o o 133
Proliminery Hovements, o o 4 v 4w 0 s e v v e .0 0. 134
Detailod 0peraticiS, o « v s o s o e s s o o v s oo 135

131. SITUATION, -- Prior to September 10th, the 43rd Division had
londed patrols on Arundel lsland. Slight eremy resistance was encount
ered, aml after this resistonco hod been ovorcome, bhe island was -
nounced "clecr of the emomy”s A few days later, howsver, strong enemy
positions were encountered on Hombos Peninsula Just south of Segekarasa
Island, The 169th Infantry held a block rurning north from Eaet Bomboe.
Tus 27th Infantry Comander was informed that o battalion of the 172nd
Ifantry also held a block running from the east end of Bomboe Legoon
north across Bomboe Penineula to Segekerasa Lagoon.

132, ATTACK ORDERS. -- The 27th Infantry was attached to the 43rd
Division, The Regimentel Commander was assigned commander of all unlts
on North Arundel and gi¥en ordors to ¢artain and destroy the emeny on
Sagokarass end Bamboo Peninsula. ({Soe attached Map), The estimeted
mumber of enemy wag 200,

133. RICONVALSHANGE AND TERRAIN APPRRCLATION.

8. The narrow finger of Bambce Peninsula preveabed wide,
flanking mvements. Tho Regimontal Comander prepared a simple, owift-
striking plan The 2nd Battalion, two companies abroast, would attack
directly east, the impetus of the attack dislodging the enemy and
driving him into the bloek held by tho 172nd Infantry,

By the timo the 172w Infantry's block would buve been
Met by the onedy tho 2i Battalion would have boes belweel The enemy
and stopping Stome Island, thus preventing the enemy on Sagekarasa amd
Bamboe Peninsula from jolning., The 3rd Battolion was aseigned the
nlssion of clenring Sagekerasa once the 2nd Battalion had passed
Stopping Stone Island.
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. ‘fho 1st Bastalion umuined ab Baogal Tnlet.

. The Regimemtsl Recomaissance Platoon was ordered 4o
catpost isTends 1 - 10 s protection of the regimont's Flank.

134, PRELIKIVIRY MOVBANTS. -~ The 200 Batpolion and Regimoatol
Hendquarters foved by ICT to Bistling Polnt on Scpvembor 108h amt TROOPS LANDING AT VILA PLANTA=

bivouncked for the night am the following day moved by snall lond- 27TH INFANTRY
B o honbee. b svi Aeiuliva followd tho sume mozammn A ohbinoam, CaROUTE 1O TION FOUND THE AREA HAD BEEN
MBANGARA EVAGUATED.

one day later,

135, DETALIED GPERATLONS,
3 Tho stback of Sho 20d Pastolion was leunched at 0730
Septerber 12th, The resistance mob was disposed of.

\ b, On Septamber 13th, the 36 Basbolion moved fmbo posi-
, tiop in vHG reor of the 2ul Batbalion and croceod mangrova-covored
Stepping Shons S0 Sagekarasa, The wtlylng islands west of Soge-

karaso were occupled and aibpostod by eepedially troined scout-
ewimmers from the Regimentel Recomnaoisscoce Platorn and vhe 3rd
Battalions

i

i

|

i

|

|

|

1

|

¢, Mot ripding e block ot tho east of Bomboe lagoom
whoro expected, the 2o Buttallon locabed the’imit by patrol.
Mumbor of the énemy wns mch greaber thon 200, o the battalima of
the 172nd Infantry hod to bypass it $0 join the 2nd Batbalion.

2: Tt was ovident that the cnony wos mich stronger thon
anticipated, cnd the Rogimentol Commender fequested that the lst
Bottalion be relonsed to nim, focordingly, the:lst Buttalion, ar-
riving at East Bomboo, vas ottached to and wont imto position with
the 2nd Bottalion.

:;;;l IT:ANTRY PATROL PRESSING WRECKAGE OF TWIN ENGINE
] OLOMBKAJ::zLE UNDERGROWTH ON MITSUBISHI BOMBER FOUND
- ARA. BY PATROL NEAR VILA AIRFIELD,

©- Moamwhilo the 3rd Bottcllon enseged strons emomy for-
ces on Sagokorasa. Those f0Toss wore constantly reinforced mnd sup-
pled ab night by darges fron Kolombangera, Infoatzy mnd artillery
woapons woro offectively employed against the barges. Howover, naval
cratt would hove beem mach desireds

£, T ssemingly impossible task of lmding tanks on Bomboo
Peninsule wus uccomplished, and im a oambinod attack of the lst and
204 Battolions the enemy resistance was disopgemizod.

Waen Segskarase Island had besd ¢leared by the 3rd
Battalion fho ontire rogiment mule o coordinatod atback to the sast,
and elements of the A3rd Divisim werc cmtactod on Septamber 2lste

b, The 27th Infentry was relenesd to tie control of the
25tb DivisTon ca’Sepbembor 21st and pet up defensen on the noTth
const of Arun

i, On October 6th, tho lst Battalios londed at Rinzl Cove
on Kolombangara at 0800, Until Octobor 12th, when rolieved by o
Tijien Dofcnse Battalicn, the battalion employed aunerons combat amd
recomalssance patrols which mopped-up enany that were left when
Folombongora was svacuateds

g

SECTION TE

\ ) OPERATIONS OF THE SECOND BATTALION 37 Fw'
September 10 - 21, 1943
It. Col, B, F, Evans, Infantry, Comending
Paragraphs
Prior Planuing and RecOmIalscance. « . . . . .+ . . . . 136

Torrain and Plan of Atteck
Operations on September 1261 » v 4 . . v 4 ey vy s Ry

Operetions on September 13th o + o ?6
Operations on September Lith . . . 13‘7
Operations on September 15th . . . lﬁ
| Operations cm September 16th , , . L2
Plan of Apback for Septeber 17th. 142
Operations on September 17th . . L4
Cperations an September 18th . . . . 1
Plen of Operations on September 19 LLZ
Operstions on September 19th + + u7
Operations on Soptember 20th . + o s
Plan of Attack on September 21st . 19
Operations on September 2lst , . o 150

b ;.ig.ﬂ:f;tlof PLANNING AND RECONNAISSANCE, -- At 0900 September 10th,
Sho 20 ifalio was mierod T prepew o move with ombat equipaest
abely. The Battalion Commander was onercd to Munds for’an air
reccmaissae of North mndel. Tollowing the recomalssamce, the
Butsalion Commador mot tho botialion, whioh 1n tie nwntine nad moved
by 10T's to Bustling Potat, at 1730. "o Soptenber 1ith, tic Battalion
nder, is staff, ond company comnondera proceeded %o East Eomboe
pecomnoitorsd the area, and formilated the plen of attack for the o1t
loring moming.  Duriag tho day tho butbalion prosssiod by mall pareoa-
STty fron Astling Polat to tho landine polat at Rast Bambos, orth

137. IERRAIN AND PIAN OF ATACK.
@, The ground over which the battalion was to attack
was o
mrrou pesTagula approximatoly 400 yards wido, About 200 yorda in the
enter of the peninoln the tervaln wig flat, dry, ond the jungle not
oxtramely dense. From this flat aren, the ground sloped off through
mangrove swamp to tho sen on both sidos.

be e battalion was assigned the mission of attackl
to Zast U3 the poninsula o make omtact with aits of the 17204 *
Infentry, evd destroy or drive into the sea the Jgpanese forcss esti-
md 0 be approximstoly two hundred men defending tho north end of
deuatol Teland: e lon of sitack was to v tyo copmics ehreast,
¢ in reserve, tollowed by Hoavy Weapons Campany and Hoadquarters Com-
pamy. Prelintuary artillery ond mortar consentrations could not be
prior to the jump-off due to lack of accurate information of the
lacation of the battalion of the 17204 Infrmtry.

138, OPERATIONS ON SEPTEMPER 12TH, -- At
8 & 0730 the attack moved
Off as scheduled, two compmies abreast, “E" Campsny on the right, "G»
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, i 4 columns with physicel
Gampamy on the left, advancing ip o line of Squa
ooy hotween squads, Cempay "EY followod in Tesorve st about 300
e flanks of the osseult comptn-
outh shores of the peninsula, BY

1030 the assault ocmpan
proxiratoly 2000 yards ao
a aps.
:ﬁ,‘:ﬂvfihﬂc"ﬁ.gmw oSt amt had o woll defined troil running morth
nm outh with a maxked b
net rosistance sbout 200 veyond b
e, A6 1350 tho assault comp
tivones o 3i.m.ately 400 yarde east of the first ores,
tima on recistonse was met at Togular intervals of fron 200 to 300
Jurds, which consisted of af loast one autona
several riflemen,
T wasil prapared positions could be ocoupled.  Thle resistonoe
e uben successively, ond the advance continusd urtil 1600 wow,
Gompamlss man and "EY wore hulted, The romainder of the battalion was
Sronaht up, am o cordon dofeuse was ect up £or bhe nigit. & estinas
e 5000 yards hod boen oovered during tho advanss of the doys
CEERAT: 3 trolion
IS Of SEPTRVBER 13TH. —- Tho advance of tho ba
= of savoral hundred yarde without opposi—
n
tion, T sons ganersl p otk
wpm Gompany atbached o Compeny "Ge
130 R minaton wire olmg tho onst-west trail. Ropented asforts
B e w40 conteob tha 172nd Infantry over Shis wire o o e ve-
T & that they md 1aid the wire on o previous advence 1be e TCR«
Thts was wsucesssful duo to mimercus broaks =g & rooult of artlliery
Tire and Jep aoblon. Ab 1030 tho Pivst rosistomco was met after an
dvense of approxinatoly 350 yards, The advomee was continuet pgtast
e eing oppoeition until Campany "0 met strong resistuioe, et e
pinned Atwn by heovy fire from both Deavy sid 1eht sohine gine se
R e mmerous riflomen. Compony "E" on bhe wight had met ¥ £
Tesistonce, and ot 1315 wae ordored to contimie the cvenco sulnglag
o tho lors n an sttempt to flonk the resistants. Commy " advare
b in'n northoasterly divection and succeeded in reaching sho cros
ey were stopped there by heavy fife. A U0
o svtoched pleboon’fron Compmy “F7, supported by

the night.

140, GPERATIONS ON SEPTRMBER
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the resistence would have to be by-pussed. An order to affect this wmp

1ssued, anl the patrol from Compuny "IF succeeded in leading the unlts

of the 172nd Infentry into the perimoter of defense of the 2nd Battalion,

27th Infantry, ab 1730 Dooting only'slight rosistence onroute. During

Egnt:ayoumisz:ﬁ; of SG);cimbex‘ 14th, there wore severnl heavy Fire fights
s op orces felt oa

o ms“;;ms.g ch other out amd each attempted to mprove

10). PERATIONS OF SFPTMERR 15TH. —- Tha lfnas hoving haen mhrang-
thoned by the employment of units of the 172nd Infentry, Compeny "L" was
released from attochment to tho 2nd Battalion. T Japanese positions
wore sholled by artillary, 4,27 amd Blm mortars aluost gontinuonsly..
The battalion recelved an order to at$ack before noon. The atteck wes
lounched at 1150, but was the Jupanese
11 foree and succeeding in‘driving u emall salient im "F* Compeny's lines
The recomnaissancs platoon; 431d Division, reirforced "F Compmy, drove
the eneny buck and fegoined our originel positions. ’

142, QPFTRATIONS ON SEPTEMBER 16TH. -- The Jep positions were o
teavily stoTIed By artiTiery and Bortar fire. Mers was preaiin g
automntic amd rifle fire by opposing forces 21l dmring the day. At 1300
tho lst Battalion, 27th Infantry with Anti-Tank Compemy attached, arriv-
el as Teinforcements, and went into position behind the Lines of the
right flank units preparatary o on mttack st 0730 September 17th, At
1630 six light tenks entered the fefense perimster during a roin which
fortunately coversd the noise of their motors, and gavo us the advantage
of surprise in thetr subsequent use, The battalion anmi tank commenders
Tovonnoitered the area and formilated the plan of ntback for the follow-
ing morning. !

1/3. PLAN OF ATPAGK FOH SEPTQMEER 17TH. -- The tanks were to -
100t the attent, TRy Were [0 eaREs T wates of bires 50 ol the
second three tonks protected the first thres, moving by bounds on an
szimith of 60 degross, Thoy were to be folloved closely by Company *C"
an? Company "BV, 27th Infantyy, with Compmy "O" on the loft and Camany
'B" on the rieht. They were %o pass through the lines of Compony "E"
and Compony "F" and advance to the sea piaching off tho Jop center of
resistance. The martar platoons of Campamy "BP and Campony "D were to
furaish a base of fire, The machime guns of Canpmy D" were attoched
§o tho assoult conpanios.  Compiny ™A aud fati-Tunk Compuny ware to be
reserve and were t
ey 0 be in echelon to the right rear to protect the

1. OPERATIONS ON SEPTEMBER 17TH. -- The attack jumpsd off as
schoduled,” The tanks pessed through the lines of the 2nd Battalion at
0740 and engaged the Jups in o terrific fire right.’ The tauks were
firing 37mm HE and cannister from polnt dblank range, with their fire
Yelng eontrolled and dfrected by radfo from the 204 Battalion CF, The
battalion, in turn, had telephone eommunicetion with the Compeny Cam-
monders in the front lines, who had located many of the enemy machine
gun positions. At first the tenks drew heavy fire from small axms
wenpons, but this fire deereased steadily s the tanks reduced one posi-
tion affer enother. Ab 0930 the tonks were forced to withiraw to re-
fuel ond obtain mere ammunition, Ab 1100 the tenks gain mssed throurh
$80 lineg of Caupmy "E" and Compamy "J" and were followed by Compay

Cr and Compeny "B". This bime no resistance was‘sapamtered ond the
asgault companies advanced until they hit tho soe, tlen reorganized am

was heard to the east of our positicn curing the night.

148, OPER.TIONS ON SEPTENBER 20TH, -- Two pstrols were seut out at
0800 while tho remcinfor of the brbtalion held 1ts position, & combot
patrol censisting of one officer and thirty men was sonf o the south-
cast along the trail down which the Japs had rotreated to Locate the
Japs or make contact with othor units of the 172nd Infintry, This patrol
travellod approximately 2200 yards before running into a Jap block, The
strongth of tho Jap block wos estimted as fifty men with at least five
automatic weepone., After a brief firo Pight in which the patvol located
tho flanks of the Jap position, it withdrew und returneds Two casualties
were sufferei. The secomd patrol consisting of ons officer ami twelve
nen wes sent 500 yards to tho south to recomnoiter a trall rusning in
that direction. The trail lod to an 914 Jop bivousc arca that conbained
pany Jap graves. It had nob been usod for at least a week, and no fresh
sign of Jap activity was. notods Tie bottalion was not permitted to
cvance until the 3rd Babtalicn on Sagekaroso had resched & position
abroust of ours.

149: LA OF ATTACK ON SEPTiiii 21ST) -~ 4 coordinated atiuck by
the 3rd ond Snd Battalioms was ardcred with-Compmies "A” and "B" of the
1st Battalion attached to tho.3rd Battalion, am Campanies "C" and "D”
sttached to the 2nd Battalion. The plan of attack was to have the 2nd
Battalion, with attached urits of the lst Battalisn, and 172nd Infestry
koep abrcast of the 3rd Britalion as it erossed the chamnel between
Sagelinrasa Island and ndvanced down the peniusula on Arundel Island. The
advance of the battalions was o bo coordinated and comtrolled by Fegi-
mosts The plan of attock for tho 2m) Battalivx was Yo haye Conponios
#En ond "E" attack eb 0850 Edvencing €dfesst dowm the east-west trail,
with Company "E® on the loft and Comipany "F" on the right, ndvancing
in line of squed colihme, e reiainder of the unit wes vo'follow
Campmies "E" and "F* at 0900 in tho order of Competies G, "C", He.,
Ist Battalion, Hy., 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, followed by the units
of the 172nd Infontry and Cobipanies "D" and "HY, 27%h Infemtry.

150, CPERATIONS, ON SEPTEMPTR 216T, ---Tho ettack commenced ns plon-
ned, No opposition was ket and by 1100 Companles "E” end "F had odvao-
cod 1600 yards. £t thim point they were halted to allow the 3rd Batta-
lion time to came abreast on the peninsule, At 1300 tho afyancs was Te-
auned ord by 1345 the advance companies had passed the pisition of the

TFap block of tho provious doy, At 1400 tho advance wes again halted,

wille petrols wers. seut to the east and northesst $o contact units of <
of tho 17226 Infentry, otd 160th Infenbry, By 1600 coitact had’been es-
foblished with tho l6th, 1722 Infantry, amd tho 3rd Battalion, 2781

Infontry, thus petuoing the last orgonized rosistance on Arundel Ialond.
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15, PRELIMINARY PLINING.

G Fope of fzundel Islend were issued to the battalion at the

tinc ‘the wirning order was received on September.)0,I943, while the but-

tolion wos ot Pirn Plantation., Iittls wus known OFf the oituabion exis-

ting ou Arundel Isluzd; apd part of whet wes known wis later found to be

false, Combat equipment only was taken from Piru, ord the batsalion hud

conpleted Tts nove <nd cmsolidated on Bomboe Peninsula by 0900 on Sept-
anbor 12th,

b, A exomsnation of tho meps (which woxe axcellent) dis~
closed a amoll "Stepping Stome™ Island,lying approximately midwsy be
tweon Sogekarasn end Bamboe Peiinsula. This appearsd to offer the
bost Toute of approach to the objective, although ct the same time it
seomsd tho most likely point which the enery would guard.

. 4 cereful recomnatssance of this route was imnedistely
rade by $hE babbalion commwnder, his staff chd the compapy comindors.
This wos done by going o various points clong the shors from which
Sagokorasa and Stepping Stener could be observed, It wos spporent that
‘he ehonnel betweon the Ponineuld Axi Steprdag Stons would have to be
wadod, am if the nopa were aeeurats, wading would £1s0 have to bs ro-
sorted to ir order to reach Sngakarosa from Stepping Stone.

2.~ The arrowness of the.islmd prevented meneusering, sod
the lerge mumbor of omery, who were well'dug in aml who wore employing
nomy uvtomatic woupons, mide frontal cttabks futil and postly. It was
Planned, thercfors, to make the prectest possiblo use of mortars =nd
artillory, and this was done ssecossfully.

154. " ‘PER:TIONS ON SEPTEMBER 11TH., - The ICT's arpived at Bust-
ltng Doint o5 iramdel ab 1515, Troops and oquipment werc unloaded im-
nedintely, and tentabive bivouas areas were assigned to units, Upen

- & -

INFANTRYMEN CROSSING FROM
STEPPING STONE ISLAND AFTER
SCOUTS HAVE REPORTED THE

WAY CLEAR.

PING STONE ISLAND.

INFANTRYMEN ADVANGE ON ARUNDEL
ISLAND.
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undergrowth before any firing conld be dons, and work on bhis continued
witil late tm thc day,

. 4 cdout this timo 1 was learned that Compeny "B", 82nd
Chemical Battalion, had been attached to the Regtmewt, They lkewise
;wmm olearing mortar positions close to thoso being prepared for the
SLEN

£. Compeny Comnouders fssucd their orders and the abtack by -
Gumpuny "IF jumpud uil b 1430. T advance proccoded very slowly, as
tho channel bo Stepping Stome proved o be almost meck-desp and Tather
swift, The leading souets felt their woy cawtiously oato and coross
Stopping Stone, which was faund to be alwost enbirely DANEFove SWOmp,
with the remainder of the campany following their route and arriviug ab
1530. A brief halt wos made by the scoute while they scemned the jungle-
linel shoro of Sagokerass, aml egain they moved forward, The chamnsl O
Sagekarasa was not es desp ne the other had been, and the soouts reachad
the islasd without cpposition, Tho advance was pushed stesdily nod the
northern shore was reached ot 1630, Compeny “K" followed ¢losely behind
and going slightly west of Company "I" also reached the north edge of ¥he
island. Mo opposition was met by either unit in this cdvance;

‘g Compenies "I' end "K* medistely ccusolidated in a cordon
defense, forming o amall square with Compeny "I fucing to the cast amd
south and Compamy #K* to the west, the northern flanks restlng on the
beuoh which was covered by mechine gun firc only, Company ™I" elsn plnce
od a small block on the southern edge of the island opposite Stepping
Stone.

b Shortly before dark, while the men wers dizging in, two
Tops approsched from the east and were fired on by an outpost of Company
®I® Results of this five waa nob obseivedi Ab obout 2000 two Japs
were again seen coming imto Company *I's* positions] both of these were
Killed, No oblir gotlvity occurred on this flenk during the bisht.

1. A obout 2230 a machins gunner of Company "K', whose gun
covered an cast-west trail rumning olong the oenber of the island, ob-
served a colwms of Jeps approaching olong the trasl from the westi
Visibility was good, as the moon wae within o doy of belag fulll He
hold his fire until the leading Jap was within a fow feet of Ms position
ani then opencd up. The first five in he column were killed, with the
obhors scattering te the wost. Tho remeinder of the night on this flank
vas quiets

P'e which had been established on the northern flaska of
both companies noted extensive barge activity throughout the night in
Blackott Straits, which lay between Sogeknresa am Kolombontara Island
$0 the noxth. This body of water was only 1200 yards wide ab its mar-
Towest point, axl becauss of the bright moonlight beats could bs sesn
imediatoly aftor thoy left Kolombangars, Mot of this traffic proccoled
towards Devil's Islnnd am then cut Borthwnrd along the eastorn shorg of
Kolombangera. The berges were in column, cad often five or six were
visible ot ono time. Some bargas were noted moving westword from the
vicinity of the mouth of the Vila River. Several times during the night
& Top float plone was cbeerved londing amd taking off near the southern
share of Kolombengara.

66~

although the denseness of the jungle growth permitted them to approach
very close to our positicns, Company "K's" llves were reinforeed for the
night by five mon from Compeny "I"; all avalleble Heodquarters Compony
porsonnel, consisting of wiremen am imtelligence men, were also placed
in the line

1. Barge activity in Bladkett Straits sfarted oon after dark,
following The samo Toutes ag on tho provichs night. At sboub 2100 thres
Jap bambers or transports were led to the Vila air strip on Kolombanzora
by o float pleme, which then immediotely flew towarde Piru Plamtation
on New Ceorgin Islands nti-elreroft firing mas heard ob this time from
the vicinity of Plru, The flogt plems later londed off Kolombamgara,
The bembers referted to above wore soen taking off at 2400; Artillery
fire was ogain requested from the 169th Fi A. Bottalion, but none was
received es o Jap observation plame was Teported to be in the vieinity;

& At shout 2115, OPL reported that sevoral amall landing
boats were seen the carner k& The
berge eoncentrations were immodintoly laid down, OF) was unable to de~
termine whother or not biose croft were loaled; they later saw several
of them pulling away from Sagekerasa. Barge activiby in Blackett itrait
contimed throughout the night-

156. CPERATIONS (N SEPTRMEER 15TH,

2. A fow ninutes after daylieht the Jops atbacked along the
cntire west line. Their mafn effort was made along the high ground near
the cemter of the island, which was opposite Campany "K'e" left platoon,
The lack of @ @ood field of fire was keenly folt, as the eneny wis able
to work his way unseen to within grenade distance of cur positions.
addition heavy automatic fire was lald down on cur lime, and coasiderable
sniper fire waa roccivod,

b. No reserve was availoble o5 all men were already fn the
cordon; Contact was made with the Company M" mortar positions m the
peninsila, ant men who catld b spared from the mortars plus Readquorters
Company men who hnd beon carrying supplies were aemt to reinforce the
battalion, A requost was nleo mads 4o Reglwant that Compemy "L" be re-
turmed cs soon as possible.

&, Mo Taps contimed to oxert pressure along the emtire line,
in some cases approaching almost to the edge of Company "K's" foxholes
‘before being shot. Grenodes were ngain used to good advantage in bolding
off the enemy. The lizht machine guns covering the ridge to the west
prevented the Jmps from breaking the line in that sector.

. Upon ths arrivel of reinforcoments fram the peninsula thoy
were put in the liné extending the left flank of Compeny K", OMilf &N
"I7°in the meantime, started digaing positiond in the year of Company
9, clearing 7ields of fire at the samé tiwe, Prosress wms slow, os
congiderable fire was sweeping the arsa, but.by 1150 & new line hod been
mde ard ceoupisd by Company "I*. Gompony "K' wes ordered to withdxaw
bohind the new defensive line.

& The withdrawel by Company "K" wag sid1lfully exeemod, and
upen ibs completion Company "K" ook over the line to the east formerly
oceupied by Company "IN, Tais eastern line hal bsem outposied by Head—
querters Company men whilo ."I" Compeny wes dlgging 1n on tho new lize.




X, Arbillery tive was Tequested fram the 169tn F. A, Bat- o
e to be placed on although the denseness of the jungl
4akicn, wiieh was in suppart of the 29th Tofantry, o 1le grorth pemttees then 0
hese targets. The ertillery, Rmever would not fire as vhey 8id ory elose to i positions. Compdny "K's® limes were hom Yo ppresel
e Sieh to capose thoir gun positiona 0 d Jup observation plase pig w rivo o ey e Haas were weinforeed for

, consisting of wiremsn aml intelligence men, were also placed

Thich wee reported in the Vicinity. i the line,

155; QPERATIONS ON SEPTEMFER i
55 iy after daylight on this day Jeps-were observed
as O . egren line, ond a brisk

Barge activity in Blackett Straits started oon after dark

1.
N kS,
ollowing the same routos as on the previols night, At ebout 2100 three

infiltrating fros the west Gowaris o 7 "
five £ight ensusd, Firo was eceived from several Jap 1ent mc:lne {;Pab;ﬁgs - Sransports wre 1ad 4o the Vila alr sirip on Kolombangors
@ins, anl grenades wore Siwom ownrds our line, Tuis fire fien o New Coorgin Tb which then immedintely flew towards Piru Plamtation
B 11 in progross|st 0800 when the Somaining section of machine o Noy Gommpta Silmds mti-olrorstt firing yua beend of this vins Tron
ms from Compeny "M, £52 bavbalion aid station, nad o cammunioa~ ne victaity of B irans Totes it Folom G
O eotion of Feadauerters Company rrived on Sagokarasss fide vas ogatn ié‘;ﬁi;z;‘;""‘" wors, goen taking off ¥ 2300; Artillery
§ ron 9th F. A Battalion| but non

b. In crder to prevent the Japs Irem cutting the Mne of received e a Tnp observation plaro was reported to be 1n the “:ix‘i‘: )
comunications between the parimeter detones on b rth and ;}:e o ;
3%k covering Stepping Stone on the soath, ";,‘;:“1“” o Ty voat nencel dbout ZLI3, OPL reported that sovaral suall laring

oy "M wes placed in this €9Ps 5 lin wa v . L govoral

gine of Compmy o oo N elaablo. Tutermittent figbt- barge cowentrations were imedictoly leid down. OPL was uzable o -

tornine whethe
ntire western lme. Tbe T or not these craft were losded; they lab
" of then pulling away £ ; they laber saw several
0900 a petrol froa Compaay T moved way from Segckcrasn. Barge aotivit
cagtern flank was Quieti A 9“6. 11“0 O ey mos onaountoreds continued throughout the night, vity in Blackett .tralt

© o, s& 1330, in onder to foed out the mAMY sri!-engthdtn 156 UPE“AATmeS O SEPTEUBER 15TH.
£ i oyn afficer ond 2o o minutes after daylight bhe
the west, a platoon of Compony T copsisting of on N aylight the Japs attacked mlong the
e ek om was sont slong the southern $1080 ot o small ridge ntize west Livo,  Teiz anin offort Wis mals Clchs the Mo oA
+the mlddle of tho islands About 200 yards e S e ho falond, which was opposite Compeny "K's" left platoon,
oned ridge and the e Jack of a et field of Tixo vas kuenly Solt, as the enocy wes )
2 tho islend o largs Jap Divouse was enieunteted. to yorks bis vy wscen to within grenade distence of our positioms.

) thie bivouac, 'y automatic fis %

g tho Jops in e re was lald down on our line, and camsiderable

Tho platoon succeeded in surprisim: 2
441164 five of them apd withdrew Safoly Lo our lines, the cnemy

following them o8 thoy pulled bocke .
o reserve was available os nll mep wers alresdy in the

&. The small numbered islands forming & ehain to the corton, Goatart wee i with oo Gompany " moTtar positl

st f Sagoksrose bad by this tine besh saoured, with an (P in pentastla, ané mon wio ectld be epared fron tho ortarn Plu:’;jn::u:::a!

position on om which chservation Was gssible Of the western bm{ﬂﬁ, , o2 mon who octld be eparcd fron tho orturs pius Benddur

end am northwestern shore of SogeKoraste It was knaw'x from €op- R batkal ?n. e o L e Soat Gompany oin be -

sured maps that o Jop berge Janding was loeated on he porthorn i o 500t 45 possible

e ot Sagskarasa noar the wostord exd. i T3 giotered on E o 7agm cousimued ¢ .
ara of gt Company i the attached Ao B e, ot £ axort prossare alom

?f‘f,‘we:tm end ??chg eland am eostward olong the BOTLHErD s)é;ra é::i:e‘f?ses apposghing nlmost o the eege o Gm;;ys";hzne?zi;;i:na,

o about 500 yerds. (see atteched ap). drrongements with BOLL beforo being sty Gredatos wero szoin used to good odvantage in Kolaing

mortar units were made 0 that these borgs concentrations could i ot : ;nmy. B T e evtng oo ridge to the wﬂst‘

put down on yery short motice 4o tho event the Japs used this bmi'ge — e o e o3 tiat. scobon,

B o om amy Ofher purt of the neptlmesbort shore for reluforoing - .

or avecuating. These reglstraticas wers ccmplatod op the fternoon e T i o sttt .

of September Liths e the aftornoon o forwrd ShSeRven tr:d s bt afe the line extending the left flank of Compony "K. Comp:

the 192nd Fo Ac Battolion (155 Gehnolders) came 4o Sogekarnst meantime, storted dlgsing positiond in the rear of Compmy

"M, clearing rields of fire at the samd time

. Progross wa:
:jg:xiguble fire was eweeplng the area, dut.by 1150”3 new iii"ﬂ;a"ﬁeen
. A avout 1800 the sporadic Cienbing which hnd been bohind mmupxed by Company "I Compoty "I wea ROTeS €0 WthiTIN
4aking pince throughont the day ot the wostom Tlonk S1adenty 0 T e
eqonced in intepsity os the Japs etemptod to work TheLT wSY BHR o0 .
Gompany "K's* liges. This stbeck cont inuod until Just before dark, ] upon its compl : B e Stos.£o. 86 oot formoriy
when the ememy censed hls nctivity, The use of our nand yenuﬂe; oecupiod nm’é S 5ampmy T o e R tuoui oo Tasds
O Tt mochine guns mud prevested .the 108 eram broaking the 1116, y Company "I", This eastern Une hof baou oufpostied by Heod-

- 67 - . —

adjustod fire o the western part of the islonds !

uarters Company men while."I" Compmy was é1gging 1B on the new liue.
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24 A sbout noon a platosn of the 169tk Infamtry arrived,
having busn avbached to the batbalion, and ComPMY wir arrived et ap-

1 enemy activity %o the
proximately the game tine. MO ‘woapons platoon of compeay LY am the ot e i

©on,
firing, and both flunks were quiet throughout the night. -
9. Barges were ogall e
i T e oot o galn active during the night, fol
Lotoon o it , Phtcgn) pormed i :ilm;: p:tbeljn os on the two previous nights, 4t nbo\.\g ZXOé si:wizg !t)::
L) v et 512:: ed in landing of the northwestern shore of Sageknrash o;; wa =
e iy ik o alow ntempfrting this, nnd ag o result the barges remined, Thore rm—s
cbous ten mimtes bofore bnﬁiﬁ concentrations by the 4.2"'s and 81's wers
: n the night barges were agaln reported b
Company "% warked tnstr way bock ThrOug) o Mo, oo bim I8 ool the coneentrations were agan laid down. ponten S o
tinued to W
Q to exert pressure a1l along the ling, They cao!
:Y‘J:‘;:‘ way fDrwaIg, ond placed oupomatic Fire ar eniper fire om our w7 GOPERQ;‘Z?\S & SE?TEI\EER LI
[ . ¥ in the morming an outpost was agaln put out to the

Gompany "T% tnd teken up the Hire £1gut as men from

positions. . oast. Plaie were made for an atbac
" 5 ’ k to the west to be leunehed
h. Before Compmy "K" hod beon withdrawt, sta);: weren :‘:ksn zzg;ebmx\g efw;e sclected s:r that units would be able to obta:; water
2o o he western lines . Te'plan of attack was: C e
§Tom mortar fire on the Jops in front of 2 ampray 17, on the rigit
ot anrtar wly witn IE (Ligtt) ad Justment midsm;ce:hseoieg:s e L e e e o i cxtondths fron the
to the west of cur lines, and $0 the north of tho T go 1D c s e "high ground near the middle of the island;
Wit g witbarowal this ampeny L7, in the centar, was Yo dri %
o e lalont. Upon tho complotion of Compamy e ipnh : ve to the west malntaining contact
ny m obsgerver from gt with Compeny "I" anl on the Ie
s walked in tawnris 8 I by & torv e att wi y "I e lefi with a platoon of th
&f,;m;‘ oMbl 1t wns falling on vhe TOBS 1w yexdk?uw:m'zn:’w:‘:"mn_ E 1;-‘9 Jai’ﬁ““i‘ihf?ﬂ'ﬁ““i tﬁésmé’fﬁe o wtion e approsacssly 150 o
: K1y aroppeds A . on tho left was to drk
NPT fen yousds for effoct wors LAl oy This mafstalning contact on th 5-to drive to the west,
T o avopped fifty yards frod ®F Bo8 . on the right with Company "L", and to szt
‘tinaed until a Tow ppod 4147 YOG (0 Ut then t0 cuats southern shore on the left, It was bo echelon 1ts line sli;h:l;: e

@ fustment
TouNam shout, so fire for offect vas oxtoreds furthor cdjudtuent

ot

Srought the fire to within tnirty-rive yordo of our unes.nmwﬂw 2
#iro for offect wos lald downs The Lmp

“hove and then south to the TS with
iropped on awens in which the enemy wos notives

left rear, with the mission af protecting the rear of Company “IM.

Ater a nart:
B L% or preparation which st
w e e o owds o L}sss ard then walked westward sbout 200cw:;:x:§2 Zii?!ciliii prted
N progressed stoadily until it had possed thro :
ugh the ares of
activity of the day bofore, om then ceame under hostile fire. “mnis ;?Es

4. Torsugbout this close-in mortow éiriicme ;vm ';:; ““;‘is ;":’:g:e:p;go:nwgsiwzgg the rifiensn attempted to work forward, and at
o1 the entire lin aly s "
dowm Fifléamd machine gun fire zlong o0 L e 2 potat p‘msdi-mm 1y 200 yardo fron the lire of depamture the entive

T ime romds wors eamleted axd stopping whan S -

iz'oa:ia: e st ore aploted o Shomey i tzlx‘;t!:;{!‘i;‘e n;:;exe i:lg-:n;l’ﬂ lzrge rocks made observation difficult. Ay attempt to move"
e T Jape, ani prveatod thon TT0 lling - R LT o R LG i A
. a @ ridge thres heavy and at least ¥
oot Thoht machime ot i sbodt the sanb Bembor of mechine QoS were 1n

1. 4o soon as the aen porth of the Tidge bad been c:;?:;z. action south of the high ground.

smoties asrvar was ol uated 4a £70 m; mnf e ;c;rchV:T;t:siBB ¢. It was decided to pull back'sl:

®* e aame procedure wds followed, B 5 . - g o pull back'slightly and place morb

b n e e e Lines, and the area TI90 the ridge to maaze:::_ zﬂl:g:dfap'hne. The withdraval was made, and it was loarmed el
Sore wos oovorod n‘the seme DAIOTL Totermittont firing ¥ . men fran Compmy "I7 d boeo unable to pull back becouse of en-

o » The mortar £
 comeomtro T e i S T mith Trenvs Sitenstdo Tiv
oon o, son intense ausmntio fire,
T¢ was finelly doecided to dig in nod hold the ground gnined, ond nf:::s

thons the line had been straightensed
2 defensive positions were prepared about
e st f the 3698 Lareptey bad arvived et €bout . ;gg :g:s w:ndor the old line, ank on the northern shore which
o o B TR ot e 20 e o) 1oa bee o zndbidl;om;mytwlvs" advance wos covered by Headquarters
. s : y ustments were made by the 169thts plat
i o . Ppeipe s ) s A platoon to the
. Eerlter in tho oy, an MEpost fTOR e K aos 15 Left of Campany YL am the Compmy "I* blook an the south to close that
169thts piskoon had beo sent 40O s vo e S o enemy notATiEY
m wera withdr: . :
posttion during the day, & 4, A1 attenpbs ot "
 tho duy, 4. pts ot rescuing Company 'L's® two men beving
bad been ObSOIV Y failed, mortar fire was odjusted on the Jap limes, amd cm:slde!‘ahlegﬂre

" 4 ut by the 81’5 for effect wos laid dowm. The 8
sne Tire bo be employed durind the . Arm mortars also registered farther
ws g6t upnbwiﬁrgsiih:&rmnde e hous to be dropped o108 3. the west on Segekerasa, using HE (medium). i
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. During the ofternoon i 37 At~k Gony asd o

50 ccliber pachine guns wore ‘brought tc‘:{ sw,i\;ﬁaiza %nmp?; aesd

o the hore betweon Campany "K's" i

G v norinern shene berTh 0T e woro not olearsd uatil deck
1o tron Koloudangara, A

- tire to the morth, fair to the

hod good ‘Tields of rih, Tobr to

Jact and poor to the west, this belnd aictoted bY

o 1inve
. Harassifg fires by both the
we the erea
o night vers seb up, covoring 2 1
Jinor go tho western ead of the islads Tre 81
{1ight) for the close-in concentrations,
uore distants .
g Jup barges Tesuned oporationg shonlz;:c)zd?zk;n
Ab about 2130 OPL roported six bared
‘he nerthwostera snore of the iglond,

orted thet
quickly laid downs e OP thos TORRTI o ows of the 37um and the

i . T second Tound UHE)
ar o g o gises B aine gun from the second
b . uiokly silenced By e of
e leading barge bad
and the obher
.50 calfver

heading noTth bowd: a a
baraes:am ::ﬂ also fired on tho barges, scvar:: cxv:de:‘:::.l,ecs
o erom tholr stdes, Berges contimued
T Burett ghout the night, but nome epprosched the

4 near the 37ms
our light machine guns omphrm!:m e g vad cleared,

Ane
wore £eon
texaso Blackett Strall ¥hrou

center of SagekaTasss

CPERATIONS ON SEPTEMBER 1718, )
18 T, Little acbivity occurred Ot\;‘i!;ab:t;:emzn!:;‘ll‘dgrzltus:(z’n
on the western half of Sagek ™
::;cnentmuons by the 81's using HE (1ight), m; :Eo ;oﬁ:v;r:gz:ZV
on islonde 3, 4, 5, and 6 using HE (medi“mn)\;lnyod 1
ch M traversing firee were or v .
o e g HE RS LKL Ry
centrations covering from 200 yards to 500 yards zuiar: (e westers
ord of the island, ~These Aaifferept cont mun,s
Srregular intervals, singly, i3 groups o1 &
the days
. Registrotion of 105's by aR artillery uﬂi:i‘;,::{i;?;g_
exom the 169tk F. A Batbolion, which had gome 1At POS: ot B
i Toat o sy 0 o 2, A ot e
pefore darke
Loted T o feon 150 yards fu front of X Lines to, the
2 the Ao T mn was Cptaimed and emploced on

northern shores

The outpost o the east
in the morning, ond reported no sign of ememy

bad pgain been sent out early
fetATILY s

~L-

. 5
Jeungel, mpproxiumyely opposite the shanel betyren Sﬂseﬁis%u:wm; e
e ho Ay dom mechine gun fire ccross the st~k Compeny.s
o e apvectively done, end widoubtedly srrel to iztraot
Tt ort L eneny, thus materially aiding vhe Witharawal op
b the withivaval was ordered
S e oy wnich hed been in

were ordered to procesd H0 tho eastert
o Anbi-Tank Campeny in

. flso at the B
Gompeny K™
position on the eastern flen!
end of Segekerasa and there consolidate with
% cordon doteuses )
Juti ~enk Gompeny coppleted the wltHTANEL o oot
s, o e L S LT Bl
ltoy ehortly thersafter an,nll- s the
1&623\:\11“5 ho movthenst cobner of £ae islond was PTEP
; two
tho Anti-Tank Company were
4 Tave beon nore sovers had 2%

ji Casualtics sustalne
5+
i an efficieat memner.

Ki1led and nine wounded, o5
e witbdrawal boen carried out
spanies
4. A about noon tho battelion oS infarned :::écbt;xﬂnmn
i and WEY of tho 27th Infantry would Yo ubt:c?edn'go s bnttolin
their arrivel ab Sagokerase ot approniastoly 100y, 203, TU0Lsp
U e eed in en attack o the wost to ve lawaehed B 105 G
mmul e o e order was chenged bofore the arrival of Compuntes [0
m 1081 d tho attuck wes ordered to gake plave es s
o " ond tho ot
eftor their arrivel.
4. The plon of attack was as FoLLoES Ma;?nmi;om;:‘;gs
15 minutes tho 1051s were to begin 2 ;érig:rz:‘;x::; :::d c; %he 0 yerse
ing Wesb!
&: f'lx;:n; o:i x“:mes st waikioe weetwird b U = tg‘!n‘r‘l‘:";)‘é
o i T lines
mortar fire covering of cur Unee 108
of the island; at VE' hoor an
ci.u;‘;ny‘niﬁ’“;; $he right, witn poumdary betusen companies, the left
e high grownd in the middle of tho 1gland. )
which was conpleted
tes went inta p;si—
The attac
o thosr zonos of setion.
jumped off as soheduled, &l procceted about 75 y““ml’iiiﬁi 'ﬁi“i‘{fe,
N wosistance. The oabiro line thsh cont under Jap a
1o to advance TurtheTs

Upon the arri
x was seb ot 1545,

h:¥ an attempt tO peutralize the :&awogugigstby h=id
botng rocelved, maohine mns were sct b OF a base
Conpéniss, bUY :
proved ineffective.
und it becoms o
. Both componi
amess vo formtex it 0%, R0 e me on vae ostmn T
occupied by Compeny
ma the weapone A0S l’(r: Ccn;imzz" ;ﬁﬁ;;gﬁziimns within our
north. The remoinder of CompaY
cordon. - e
that the 4.2"'s Te
&t about 1700 Regiment airocted o b e veree

3 a4
on the western end of uhe pentnsuka; ued also reglster

- -

‘3, Horassing firos by vhe 81's am 4,27's were arranged for
tho night, again covering oll omccntrations. Barge’activity im Blackett
Strait was resuncd by the Japs as on previous nights, but the moon was
coning up later each night and they wore confining most of bheir move-
ments to the early paricd of darkness., Barges were again besrd several
tines by OP1 in tho vieinity of tho Jap landing on Sagekevasa, md the
darge concontretions were laid down each time,

159, QPERATIONS ON SEPTEMBER JATH. .
2. T Anti- Tk Cospony, as o rifle som wne attocbad
o the 3rd Battalion, with the miseion of odvoncing to the esstern end of
Sngekarase and estoblishing a block, Tho leading element of the Amti-
Tonk Gompany arrived on Sagokarcsa eb 1000 and orders for the move were
isggcd. 4 recomnalssames having been mede, the advame got under way at

b.  After the Anti-Tank Compony hal startod its advance, ordevs
wore reeeived thot in the, event mo oppositinn wea met, it wos to contimle
20ra88 o the wogbern end of the Poninsula and emplace o block theres
This information was conveyed to the Antl-Tank CGompany bofore the end of
Sagoknrasa hnd been rencheds No oppositicn wes met,'and the chamnel bo-
tween Sagekarasa and the perimsuln was resched at 1400

o4 The crossing was aceomplished a pguad at & Amu, With esch
squad * taking up & defensive position a few yards inland and forming o
line oxtending neross the paainmla. No sign of Jap activity had beca
obgerved during the crossing.

2, Two small patrols ware then sent cut to the east, The
potrol on Ere right, or south, encountered a swamp about 100 yords to the
front, onl returned with negative information, The patrol on the left
nod advencec about the same distance when a’single Jop was seen, e
disappeared before any firing conld be done, =nd the ptrol returnsd with
fhis information.

g+ In the meentine the futi-Tenk Company was 1n the procoss
of orgenizing for defense the carmer of the peninsul

Before positions could be dug or flelds of fire clesred the Japs atbook-
ed in force, using ct least one light machize gun and numerous gremedes.
Tho ewidemness ond intensity of the fire forced the risht of the line to
fall back, with the result that cnly o very shallow foothold mear the
channal wia held. Thrae machine guis were bdeing set:up by the’inti~Tonk
Gompeny at tho time of the attack; one in the left of the line, ome in
the center an oae on the Tight. The machinc mun o the right was never
pletod in ncticn, os that side of the lins was forced back; tho center:
7m bad timee of its erew kuocked out immediately after 1t cpened fire,
and 00uld not be remamncd because 1t wes under constant Jap fire] the
left gun wag put {n aotion, tut had a very limited field of fire.

£ Tho position repidly becoming untencble, and upon ¥ho ro-
commendation of the company ¢amonder at 1600, the Anti-Tank Campany was
ordered to withdraw'to the eastern and of Sofekorasa, A smoll foree wes
withdrawn nitially, and eoversd the subssquent withirawal of the remain-
der of the eompmy.

& the same time that crcers for withirawal were sivem a
request was made of the 204 Battolion, then cecupying positiuna on
-

londing known to bo on the northern shore of the peninsula at a point
between 500 and yurds east of the western ond, Adjustment was done
by a forward observer from Compeny "' who was with the Anti-Teak Company.
A3 fustaont on the western erd cnd the northwestern shore of the peninsula
vas also mde by 105's.

Farassing fires on Segekerasa by the morters were set up
as on previous nights. Jop barges followsd the same pattern as oo other
nights, ond severel barge concentrations were cnlled for during the night,
X'Ellowing any indfeation that the bosts werc landing on the northwestern
shore..

4. Horosetng fire on the wostern end of the peninsula wes
carried out throughout the night by 4.2" morters, The barge eoncentro-
tion on the peninsula was alao lagd down on two occasions during the night
:srgss having been heard in the vieinity of the landing mreviously regis-
ored on.

160; QFERATIONS ON SEPTRVEER 19TH}

T Ao attack bo he west mag agaln diTected. The orders woro
the seme o8 on the fternoon beforoj with the excoption that the artillery
ond mortar preparations were intensificd.

B, Tue attack junped off at 0830, end prodeeded mibh the sums
as on the previous day, The same resistance was met, consisting of many
Jop mochine guns, both lights and heavies, Suiper tire was not as heavy
a5 had besn received before, but any forwurd movement wns met with a hail
of automatic fire.

¢, Fire and movement was nttompted, with the ontire line open-
iag up while a squad or platoen endeavoured o work their wey forward,
This met with limited success, and o few yards wore gained. Anti-Tenk
grencdes were also omployed, ant good Tesults were experisnced from the
fow gronndes that were nob duds. Several machine gun emplacements were
knocked ~ut by this method,

&, A1l attenpts ot breaking the emomy resistence having failed,
at about 1500 two fleme throwers were carried forward and used. Close
approsch, o o pill-box with these flame throwers was difficult becaus:
of mutually supporting ememy woapons cud. were' not effective, At
about 1630 the attacking componies werc withdrawn to our lines.

o, Intormittent firing by mortats wos arrenged for both
Sogeksrasa avt the peninsule for tuc ulght, ond plans wore mede for an
attack to be mode the follcwing day.

At zbout 2000 barges were heord on the western end of
Scgokarnsn, oml the barge concontrations wore loid down. Shortly Shere~
after OPL reported seeing red flares or tracors boing fired from the
western part of the lsland.

g A6 2100 oms 0f thy cubposts alons the beseh saw o Amnll
Jop landing boat approximately 25 yards off shore approaching his posi-
bions, He could soe ome Jap In ths Doat, but because of the darimess
woe unable to detcrmine if he were aloms, The cutpoet opened fire with
his carbine, ond the bootman cried out in Jepanose, ~The entire beach
line, including tho 37mm with ccunister, opensd fire, amd the bost wos
-7 -




i 1nhbed and
quickly sunk, fnother boot oF bopge forther out was also siun

$ired on with uobserved Tesults.

 oncentrotion was pleced on The
pout 2215, o 42" coneentrotic oo ue
western oo M‘ih;hgzainsuslu,cm wno bime im;g;y;gg;s;g :‘::mzspm“’
time. Tois w e 10
Toeula was fizod ot the et Hnes (00T o the mpaot orcs., AL
s R ebol Petu! opencd up froe Kolom:
b s V" ha the 4e27 e wero i eXD
tux POSTELOTE. etdcrable, thoy were ordeied
Soke up bhe Tiring on

g dnne,

ririse ¥as
era end chellod the mor! o

:‘:guons aeA co thoir muzzle flash wis CoRali

P eeneo firing am the 105's were roues

the peninsula.

" gave ve-
4. For the next thrce houre "Plstel sﬁ“i«rﬁ?n‘ﬁoﬁi@n
o s ond eastors ond of Sageke! h
st ‘“‘%’o‘t‘éinﬁi:i‘y‘i‘;ic ot he rounds wose o2y nieriﬁmg:m

; o tiled and four wountot o
of the units, Opo M WS
aokarasd.

i 1anding on

P&
hoant tn the vicintty of the 3op AmOLNE 0O

o6 wors o e 3

Sagekucsnlémg(ziou; The nighty am on ook Zc::::ﬂ;nms S

eruttons woro DRl LR ethir he WS navin Sriutorcing Sogekard

B ovacunting conld ot bu asoortained. R
. it the holaht of the shelling £ron “'?1""“;‘22-“,{;2‘% =
s the BoLdht O the betvallen wee o6t Of SONECL Bop o

m“a‘l‘;‘;;y:va o Ot tron Rogiuent wae Tinally repaireds

sovera

. T
inos were out until anylight.

ZR_20TH. Orders
. CPERSTIONS ON SEPTRMRI! o ammin Lennehod.
. 6L, L e chtack To tho vost e M onol s i

Lous days.
G5 on the two previous S070 L0 o e

e the same
for the atfack wore held on colls

¢ the westera ho
$ aration wes fived, on ° oF e 4
B PR i meaton fiv oAl ST

vz slements
1y, os leedinz ©
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& ors were Toceived st this time that the dofemse of
Sagekerasa would be tsken over by units of the 169th the Tollowing morm=

channel o the wostern end of the peninsula umd ebbeck bo the southeast.
The battalion was giver the mission of making contact with a unit of the
43rd Division holding @ block across the peninsula &t a point approximat-
ply 2400 yards southeast of the western tip.

£. Harassing corsentrstions covering the srea from the western
end of tho peninsuln 600 yards eaSt were 8ot up Dy bOA $he 2% moriary
and the light artillery, and were firod throughost the nights Following
e of these concemtrations screnning wae heard. The same concentration
was Tepeated inmedintely.

: & "Pistol Pobo" zomenced firing from Kolombengara at mbout
2200, with most of his shelling directed ot the mmstern'tip of Segekerase.
46 on the previous night most of these Tounds wers long, end several
landed ocross the chapncl on the peninsula, Muring this firing the sams
signalling wee obscrved on the peninsule as had boen seen on Sagekerass
the night before,

b The plen of sbback for the following morning wis issued:
Following o twonty-minute arttllery and 4.2" mortar preparotion on the
western end of the peninsulo, the Anti-Tauk Compamy followed by Compeny
"E" was o cross e ehannel and establish a block aeross tho peninsula
at a point 200 yords inland. The platoon of tho 163th Infaniry was Lo
remain in position, and was to ostablish n base Of fire with their auto-
matic weapons covering the erossing by tho Anti-Tonk Conpeny.

162, QPERATIONS ON SEPTEMBER 2167
Ths attillery and mortar preparabions were completed at
0800 Saptember 21st, am o pabrol from the Anti-Tenk Company quickly
crossed the channel ond gotned the peninsula, When its recomnsissencs
diselogod no enemy activity tho remainder of the Aati-Tenk Gompany cros-
sed over, followed by Compamy "K", and the block was put in according to
plan, with the inti-Tonk Company on the left,

b, it 080D tho remainder of the battalion and Companies "A"
and "B 1%t the center of Sngekerasa and moved to the eastorn end of the
tslend, Companies "IM ond WLY erossed over to'the peninsula at omce and
started to g0 in positicn in reor of tho block, since it was plamnd to
pass them through the Anti-Tapk Compuy cnd Cepeny *K" and Mave thom
continue the ntteck, Bocauce of the very heavy Jungle growth ond the
swampy ground on the right it was decided o move the block forward 200
yarde, which would give Campantes "I" and 1" more room for deploying,

G. At 0945 Companies "I sxd "I® were in position emd at 1000
thay passed through the block end resumed the advonce, The remainder
of the battalion followed in column, Progress at first was slow, but
Decame more rapid as the undergrowth thiumud oube

4. The advance contimied at o stoady rate, and at 1430 the
leading elements nade comtact with the 43rd Division block. Gne Jap wes
killed and onc taken prisomer by Company "A" during this ndvanoe.

e Orders were recalved that the morthern shore of tho penin-
sula from the western ond to.the block wauld be defended by tho bottalfon.
- -

SECTION TV
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Paragrephs
Preliminary PIems, . o . = o v v v v o u v v s e oo .. 165
Transportation of SUPPLES o o v« v 0 0 4 v s aa ... 166
Water SUPPLY « 4 o . b . hh st e a e e, 167
FOOR BUPPIFs 4 o o s e v e sk ke n s e e 168
EVACUBEION o o 4 4 v b e s e ey b e 269

165, PEELIMINARY PLANS.

8 1o the operabion of the 27th Infentry on Arundel Island, we
were attached to the 43rd Division for supply. Tbe 43rd Diviston deliv-
¢éred all of our supplies to & beach dump at East Bomboe. The supplies
came to Bustling Point and wers trens-shipped to East Bomboo by Riggine
boats. They bad representatives of their G-4 Office at both points and
working parties to handle the supplies, This systes worked quite well.
It was necessary to amticipate needs 36 to 48 hours in sdvence order
to get supply requests acted upon due to the fect that supply installation
were s far from Arondel and commnication ¥as Limited.

b, To assist us in our supply the Navy was to matmtein a fif-
toen Higgins bomt pool for our use. Six to elght boats ars the wost we
had ovailable at any one tims, due to boat casualties caused by operation
of the boats in t00 shellow water.

Dus to lack of rosds, our

ey lan of supply was to
assEult bomts ot P ipply use engx:ser

th outtoard motors and %o deliver supplies to the unit
advancing up the Bomboe Penineula using the lagoon water Toute paralleling
the advance. This scheme proved satisfectory, and an ineredible amount of
supplies were moved, Even after roods were built ond vehicles brought in
t0 augment owr original supply route, we comtimmed to usc this route.

4. In addition to our supplies we were also-responsible for the
supply af ‘e battalion, 1722d Intantry, oms battalion, 169tk Infantry
Roconnalssence Troop, 43rd Division, 2 Temk Platoons aad o Chemical Mortar
Platoor with the lerge emount of emmunition they required,

8. In this oporation every effort was made to evacuate the
bodies of the dead. Dead vers returned on supply boats and delivered to
the Graves Registration Service thus avolding the unpleasent task of plck-
ing them up from the battlefield afterwards,

166,  TRANGPORTATTON OF SUPPLIES,
. In this cperation supply was wholly dependent on water
tronaportation.

Many enxious moments wers experienced due to the lack of
sufficient boats and the large mmount of smmunition ard supplies requir-
ing pandling. The Higgins boats wers used exelusively t0 move suppliss
from Bustling Point to East Domboe, From Eeet Bomboe forward supplies had
Yo be trams-shipped imto small engineer eseeult boats., Initislly two out-
boards were all that were availeble for hauling the supplies. Others obe
tained rolssd our total to five. Thess boats were operating constently
-8 -




vom down £111 dark, Ipobility to obbein & @¥6082 not soluble in ealt
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hure the avallebility of tho boabs. $t not
Froblem would have baen eri-
would bring out wounded and sick
Jocated nt Fast Bomboe, I was @
otients tham to have

ticol,
to the collecting company which was
S iz tontomy orrngement, moh easier for the P

T raverso this dlstance om an ambulamee JeoRe

o used after a bull dozer could bo brought 10,
he enginoor books,  Two porsilel
rtation and me for heavier

b. TVehicles wer
This took cansiderable pressure off ¢l
ronds were constructed, ome for light tranepo:
trensportation.
1 he battalions, Bond ond Cennon Cam-
wo front ling units who wore
e the peninsule end water

c. Curryivg porties fror
pany were Good. It was nscodsery Lo Satr
Boryard of the Toads and water Toute aud scros
o Sogekoraea Islend,

167, WTER SOPPLY) — Perbaps the Bosy critidol one single Ltem of
eupply 1n The lnitial.phases of this operation was water- No water wae
forn on Boaboe Peninsula for o wesk. A water aietilletion unit was
opercing ot Bustling Poimt tut could not bepin to furnish bhe nmount
of water requireds o opring on foma fana Island
core 8 miles by wmter from Using two Higeins boats corry-
allon water trailer and cny availeble enpty 5 gallon water
oaE." Lhey could, with good fortune, meke © With oll the
a1t ionnl units (who did mot bave water cnps) ly a K
o er could be obtained. Forturstely a soarce o wator was taken in our
T vanco.  Theroafter, wator ccased to be a seriens problom.

168, . - mgn patfon on ths bosis of 2/3 rations per dey
wus the melf Tbem of the rabion, Hob coffes, ot .cakes, pastry, sund-
iohes, fratts, om fruit filces were used to Gugnent the ravlon; prepar-
%3 dally by the bettalton Ktobems at Fact Bamboo.

s experienced in the "C" ratioh.
.

wolght of spoiled canss
overtaxed supply section.
hélon evacuation wns oeconplished DY
saistance of line troopss Collecting
wo bivousekod ot Enst Bombos Village.
o romoved by litter bearers fram the
Penineule wheve they were loaded
5

169, EVACUATION., ~— Firet e
pattalion 410 sections plus the o
Gompeny "C", 25tk Nedicsl Bittalien,

Casnalties from the aid stations wer

greatly facilitabod
been necessary bo Garry
patients were evacuated fro
on New Gecrgle by mecns of returning Supi

1lccting ©ompany

m the collocting company w0
ply boatss

the clearing company -

suffictent springs, welle ond strears were found b9 handle all fresh
tor noods, Front lime troops Tilled caubeens ond water cans from
5704 hand, chlorinating with ¥alazone tablots. Both on Now
Georgia and Arundel wator ualts were cstablished waere the sreatest
ajoRity of troops conld bo suppiiedi’ On £he emcll adjoining islands
salt woter aistillation units
Volla lavella

wag well supplicd with weter amd tl
o eer ths mujority of troops. Unmivs locatod boo g
foon o woter point deponded oo Halazone tablets for enlorinallon.

. On Now Georgla and Ayundel Tslands the road buildizg
cquipnat was fowd to be inadegaato, o two D7 ongledozers por-
g creditebly but wero not sufficient in mumbor, on hrunde.
Gnly e D-7 wos ovailable, Tho D-f and B-d angledozers were found
S b0 light md in this typo of terrain Juve only Tood mointen-
e valuos T Calion power grador and
only in tho rear arcas on New Georgie
o vridging or Strean crossing equipmen

36l only the ML nescult boats ond outboard motors wER usod and
e mood to good odvamtopo, On Volla lavells, o
equipnent was found Yo be su s the anglodozers were
cemcorncd. The two D=7 angledozers porformed b7
work while tho D-j tock care of much of a
tollonoous jobss Other heavy road building odw
2ble to the companye

208, ESSONS LEARNED,
3 Thess operations ¢

toavy bulidozers. The Epgineer

Jearly Gemonstrated the neeessity of
Gombat Battalica sbould have Six
caterpillar D o equisolent. Tt i cesizable that thero be o
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I
mm of protection to the equipment
T oekin dnned intoly behind the front line as the a3rehee progres-
L e is tporative $hat ho cquipnest by guarteld with en alert,
Fimed petzol that moves with the cquipment.
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'An Bngipeer survey party augnenting tho

ercdly in this, ab_least tylag 1n
possidly the battalions.

sarvoying
unite operating in dem
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SECTION II
CPERATIONS OF THE DIVISION STGNAL COMPANY

Lt. Col, Lawrence G. Farbos
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}  INTRODYG - .
oot o mc;“IO!‘h —~ Communicntion on Guedaleanal, followir,
torminatidn of ;gdimnbat, followed stondard patterns and pz'ez;gn:h;
fer Aiftisultics, Rt was rurely used oxsept in trataing, sin -
e ont mans of enough to sach other to moke motor mes;e stvad
ey om nl‘e:::!eunicat)on when wire lines were broken. ;fsr e
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:;gn;:e;h:n;s::ndpé A slzable 37 nzid:fledgigegizhe bl

) operating Corps and I camuntoat:
and constructing sehmi-permanent pole 1sne:}ma commatedtion Metlicten

250 BN CPOROTA PHASE,

New Georgia Island tl . :

65 might 24 the axis of sigual comm

“tre 1:625 v:;:@egteﬂ, were the rosds and trails.used by the“::;:;:ﬁ:llx
e e e e e o e
7%k Division OF which had underwater cable circuits to Carpe Headquer~
tiverted to pruvideagj;ec?:n;i"imn circuits to the 37th Division were
£o Mo Gosmein, Tatand. usication to the Garps CP when 1t moved

sarth 310,,;'35?:,%1;; :; the 27tk Infentry initially ran from RJ-W
vt Belrcko Trail, bgn:zﬁstm o Siviaton plas ahifted cho
- o Twin Hills amd thence'north
end the ],5'11':{1,51:;5 :he exls alm.:g which the Division CP, 2;:2: E};::m'y !
Sniroko Tratl Em‘um‘us 1’3 CP all displaced. Wire lines laid along
ko Tra ed in usc to serve security elememte in the viointty

e B
ok S, é:{m;;iozr the 161st Infantry moving from the Zieta Trail
o prvactoer s embla 101d W-130 wire which was zealously suerdsd
oy Tnsietpal commication Link fron tho Regtnental CP %o the e
el airoko-fuogad axea, Convoraatlona to Balroko wore

T roloyed by the eviichboord cporster et M, Dirokabla.  Couver
: Rurther rolaved by the Bafvoko switerboerd,

4. Lines
, Lzes &:o‘;:e 27th Infentry when it moved to Piru were laid
e Ioueh the svamp, the wize belng broush in by corrying
o renzeaite Tore emmatic, siacs the lines wero extremol:
= ed out in the swamp, Fart
Y water, lsaving the wire routs \mdfsturbed‘.muw’.y e

Radio
was used extensively during this phase of the opera-
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pattalion had o cperate cnd
tion with it oxtremely diffic

AFTNDEL P

281,
a. Ab

returned to divisi
guarters was by two &
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s carried the SCR-284 which
Comaunication with the 3rd
e cnbirely bY radio while this ‘brbtalion

gal areas The condivions under which this
e lnok of prearrongencuts nade coordiza-

ults

£ reliabilitys

 27th Infontry on morthern Arndel

& enly comunication with higher hood-

heonels which handled & tré-

th the 43rd Division CP near Munda.

s written by the large number
The

from the division CP to the 161st Infontry
Field wirs circulls lald two miles 8cross
1-four coble leid underwater 1} miles
161t Infantry hed long lines lald
iroko-Ruogal orea, Messages
&R~193's At Pirt

The

from Division CP o the 27th Infantry
4nys along the eastern shore and
and were forried ashore
4toa 50% of tha time, The rest of the
J4ing equipment or shorbed-out in
ater transpartation mde

apera

Dopendence on W

the 1st Batgalion which moved bo Xolom=
aio, lator by rubber coversd eable lnid

is eable wos still in operation when the

131 seouts.

with

y wire lines suffered
nes there were

Divieion Artillery similerly laid
Nene of these lines could huve

284 net linked the various CP's.

233, SUMMARY.
&, Blenal comsunication was hampered bY the same Aifficulties
s supply? 3
(1) Extonled distamecs, ofton ecoediung the tranenission
gnnl cguipnonte

Dility to teke vehicles

i SIGNAL GO. OPERATOR MAIN-
LINING RADIO COMMUNIGATION WITH
hoOPS AT THE FRONT.

G I

SIGNAL GCORPS REPAIRMAN AT

RADIO CAR BEHIND THE LINES
RELAYING MESSAGES FROM AD-
VANGED POSTS AT THE FRONT.

cross-country, which prevented In; ¥ lioms from carrying ewltoh-
) fant;
ry Babta. ying ewiteh

(3) Depletion of personnecl by their use on other islends.
(4) Insufficiert vehicular ond weter tramsportation,
(5) Lack of supplies, especially wire ¥-130 mad redio

babt

tﬁﬁ;fé;‘i'uf‘}ﬁiﬁm%‘f""‘“ supplios from dunps on apother island was
biroo-duy sffair. Ms‘:cixc:y of smeential 1tems in the Now Gaorgtn
eron proveptol tre v an tuilding up & veserve to anticipate

*. =
tslepnmes‘mﬁn:bba covered tolephono cable ipereasod the range of o
Selten St o oy natie e £ wervater oo o 7
' -power telephone fur .
Tron Tattattons o sompamee oo pmﬁii’;"d almost all the communication




g0 of trensportation. Nunerous othor dis-
the menberc of the organization during.the
ritiss the norcle remeined in very
oncerning some existed at any times

August, which causcd o shortd;
curaging problems confronted
carpaign, but despite ail irroguls
bigh state cad mo serious problem e
2
(WS
7

N
i

14
7"
b,

i1t

i
i\}‘,r
D

a8 Matntenazce: Prior Yo the areivel of tho 725th
Gourgin nll sipply and major maintenenco

Supply.
Ordnunce Conpeny (IM), Records were

N
oranacce Campany (IM) on New
functions were hendled by the 737th
e tea by the same company. Upon arrival at New Georgla the company
“ot up ite chops and supply dumps 2t Lembettl Platebion, uowd the
e eton oump proviously ostablishod by he snmstbion dctall, Tho
Snop and supply sections wore soon forced to move due fo the extonsion
e ais Thold. Thay were movod ©o & Eite ebout two niles north of
o e s air fleld. Tws locol movements wore rade within tho viciniby

P

mal maintenance o
formed, Severc mid condition
$of commnications mede close contact wit
cult. The company bad mo combact with tho erew
5th Cambet Team to Vella Lovella.
Anmaniticu. details were orgenized fram
company to esteblish eomunition DETs.

T oaaition fo 4he dwy previously noutioned an officer and five men

covaplishod & DP on Arundel Tslond 17 September 1943, and ong ofticer
e en mon established and maintatned o dump ab Piru Plontation.

o Amunition:
nechanics and Tepairzen of the

244, IESSONS IEARNED AND RECGUSENDATIONS. .
e rosalt of The opevatione on New Ocorgle, the follows

a.
ing are submitted as recamiondstions:
(1) Thot the Ordnance Gampany be equipped at oll tines with
suffiotont transportation to encble ib to be conpletoly nobile. /0
SaiE O o & July 13, 1943 provides sufficient trapsportation to
socomplish thise
(2) That an ordnapce officer mave forward wita the initial
and thot the bulance of the Come

tho - Divieion Hesdguarters,
t with the next echelon.

echolon of

pany move farword as 0 uml
3) That sither a platoon from an Ordnance Amunition

Sorpany be ossigned to the Division Buring en cporation,

officer and oiditionol men be assigac

purpose of operating the wummnition dumps. e

manition dumps is not normelly the responsivility of e Light Xainten-

ance Gempany, s it neceseitator the placing of mechanics on emmmition

stacka,
(4) Tt the services of o lediun Maintenmuce Orusuce
Gampany be made inmediately available to the Light Meintenance Campany 3
e division goos into the conbut scne, or thit the Limt Malnien” J
eneo Compeny bo suthorized additional tools and equipmont to allow it %

to perforn oll major Tepairs.
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SECTION v
GPERATIQNS OF THE DIVISION MEDICAL BATTALION
It. Gol. Raymond H. Bunshaw, M
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245, MOVEMENTS TO NEW GEORGIA.
&, T E i
&. The elements Of the 25th Wedical Battalion were injected

* “into the
Yo the New Georgia campaign in a'piecewal mamner, On July 20th,

13, ¢ i

hZéjée Gunpsny 47, Cotlecting, departed from Susdsloansd with 1ts

I Seamy the 11st. on arrival, the entire saubat toam mus cb fea
ne 37h Division. 0n Ty 3ist, Gompany "0, Golleotiag, 1 o

Qumalonsal as port of o 2700 Sambet Toom, 4t thie tino Fhe Sétat -

i cmpﬂ;rﬂ;e to division comtrol, Cn August 6th mce}’mcmt

b;ztnum - " vas moved from Guadelcasnl 1o New Seovgia, T

Plztoon of the Clears: . o

ato ng Company, i

Be  Om August 14th,
2 Campany "5
Conbat Toan 1 , Campamy "B", Collsets
2t of hugmot o Jcndlzg aperations o Vorla Tarelia Tetend. on
a ’ e 001 J .
Chnbet oty W 20 Flasoon, Glomring Gompany "D Joined the

+
Bkt
' ¢4 On September 11t)
m B b 3
o SRV 1 Ismns.znn Oanbat Toam with Canpcny "GN,
7T C0n ow
a Now Ceorgla, evatuctions were usuelly made through

‘shamnels, Bottalion
e J don Ale Stati oo S
s reom arens e Coracione wore locctsd withia or a fo

nort Jeep ambulance: -
ron ;:o:tgzﬁns %0 Colleeting Stasiona, & M1F nise
L Sollecting Stotions pitlonts wore cirried b
T inoes, to the Clearing Station, Inttlally the v
Tnsam Benn; Mc was to the 37th Division Clearin;
e Dcllectmg Campany "A" also evncuuteg
Cotlesais Pivisxoﬂ. With the errival of the
Soneot xgn.hmmn’ evacuation was begun to the
Satton 1n ially located % mile north of Lembetti
St Lon 40 £y i”] petients were evacnated by any avail-
los rom Ner Gegz-ﬂ; Field Hospital on Kokorana Island -
S eepoare meaorgia: o the divislon noved to the
. of Mt rstrip, the road net ran out and
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ﬁ?:a %—\mdnlcml, aftor October 1st by eir trausp .
OUIDED AND SICK. .
il im'E'sfﬁﬁsn - fiites for tho peried 2lst July = 27
septerber, 1943, are as Tollows:
New Georgia

se of the luck of other

Vella Lavella Total

?cgsingxﬁtiﬁlea E o . 2 ION “AID STATION PRIOR 25TH INFANTRY zxuzl:;c:\_smme
Tounded ip etion 5 » 512?,6 STATION AT LAIA .
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w06 26 66 - 858 2R Tl
Evacuated 03 370

Returaed b0 duty
v, Of the pewropsychiatrie pac;e;csoiﬁnvﬁr:vggi:ﬁi,s 212
g o Y] rivetes. Se o
oot L”n:mc:? O o pltiﬁbs wno mignt be ineluded ia nis el
e were 1istod o Memhmuetion”. ALL thoso pet
o pone <loon clothes, food and rest.
Apivision Rest Conp

e e yehuneurnsis oce

Toth ond 11tn, s ooo

o :nf;f.“izmpnmss. Ypen this foct was tept;rz:inzgd i

A e hangs of comuand in the companics aneinerocs 3
?}niizléa:cnuan enrgocn pronpbly Teckifiod the situ .

of the wounded on New Ge
-1

rgia ond jrustel Islunds,

e 0 -

wore of the upper extremity, 31% in the lower extremity, 1.5% were chest
wounds, 15% were head wounds, 9% neck wounds and 8.5% back wounds.
ebdoninal wounds were encountered, ALl wounds were debrided and dressed
using sulfanilamide. ALl fractures and extensive soft part wounds Were
placed in plaster prior to evecuation.

MALARIA, -- For the two months perfod prior to the New Ceorgla -
Vella Lavells operations, the division had been on 0.4 grems of atabrine
weekly 63 & yrophylaxis, As the division moved into combat the dosage
of atabrine for all troops was inereaced to 0.6 grams a week. The
melarisl rate for the month of May 1943, was 1867 cases per thousand per
annum end in Jume of tho seme year, 1340 cases por thotsand per ennum. A
statlstics as recorded on New Georgia during the combat period indicated 5
a malarial rete of 835 cases per thousand per ammum, Even when allow-
ances are made for unrsported and undetected cases during the peried it
would appear that the division was dvle to accomplish its mission without i
- any sppreciable Tise in the incidence of maloria. Ko edult Anopheles
R mosquitoes were detectsd on New Georpie, Arundel or Vella lavells Inlands, |3

. 249, FEST CAMP. -- A division rTest camp was esteblished on Sasavelle
e The ssteblishmont of a rost camp was valueble in that 1t pro-

ventod the total loss of n number of men Who would otherwide huve been
svacuated £0 o Toar aron, Operating under a staff consisting of a Cemp
Sammander, o Surgeon, ald men amd ¢ooks, several hundred men suffering

. from fatigue or convaloscing from minor ailments were selvaged. The men
worc tble to obtain better food and regular meals, clean clothes, more

Test and quiet and medfcal sttention than were ovailable at the fromt,

250. MSDIGAL SUPPLY, -- On the movorent from Guadalcanal to New
iiii.. Georgia each Collecting Campany carried 30 days of medical supply for the
i, "Pembat Toam. On the arrivel of the Medical Battalion Headquarters this
:9ns consolideted and o division dump established in the vieinity of Munda
= dirfiold, Supplies were carried forward through evocuation chammels to
fi®ho front line units, as reguired. It was nccessary to drop some supplies
'y purachute as the troops approached Piru Plantation and Beiroko Harbor,

2 MOTOR_TRANSPORTATION. -~ Each Collecting Compeny hed nine cop-
Jeeps oad Two 37], ton anbulances. The exclusive use of jeeps for
A pacuation was {nndequate in that roads becams passable oaly to
&ouge tricks which cut Tuts deeper and wider than the jeeps
o Toads would mot allew smallar vehielos to pase. The
S 2 moTs suitable meons of tronsportation.

The Medical Battalion had wirches only
lowed to use the Toads, The svaruation
e lack of winches. 5

g‘ RS LEARNED,
e Consiant vigilance of th

tioed £o detect o
_Prompt action b
SEfarring with 4

@ incidence of psychoneurosis

arly any unusual namber of cases in any

y conmend and medical persomnel can prevent
B offictency of the division,

B e oI is valusble to the division %o retain and
rEsel utre of operations, the division does mot
Toomnel to divert to this work,




