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HEADSUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
Forward Echelon '

9 October 1943

SURJECT : G-3 Report on Combat Operatioms of the 2bth Infantry Division BJ
on Few Georgla, Bs 8. I, N,

{

10 : The Adjutant General, War Department, Washingbon, D. C. v

NOTE: This report does not include the action of the 16lst
Infentry Combat Team during the period July 20 to August 5 inclusive,
when it was attached to the 37th Infentry Division, nor the action of
the 27th Infantry Combat Team (less 8th FA Bn) during the period
September 10 - 23 inclusive, when it was attached to the 43d Infeniry
Divigion. The 35th Infentry Combat Team remamined on Guadalesnal until
hugust 15 when it formed a part of the lending force on Vellm Lavelle
Island under comnand of Commandsr Task Force 31.

After being alerted on 30 July 1943, the 206th Infentry Division
Headquarters forward echelon end the 27th Infantry Combat Team (less 8th

FA Bn) doparbed Guadalcemel on 3L July and arrived at Sesavelle Island in 2
the New Georgia Group on the morming of 1 August., These olements moved T
to New Georgia Island on 2 August with the mission of defending the —
Corps north flank. =
i
After the capture of the Munds Airstrip, the 25th Infantry P

Division was given the mission of clearing the New Georgia mainlend

north of the sirfield, fThis mission entailed an ndvance of ten miles
through the jungle, location and deostruction of all enemy resistance,

gnd making a junction with a force at Enogai comsisting of: 1lst Marine
Raider Battolion, 4th Marine Reider Battalion, 3d Babttalion 145th Infantry, .
and 3d Battalion 148th Infentry., This combination of units became known

as the Liversedge Foroce.

Intelligence reports indicated that there were two native trails
vhich ran north from Munda -~ one to Bairoko and the other to Zieta, In
addition, mative and Marine patrols reported a cross trail which led from
lit. Bao to a point north of Zieta, lLearning tha®t there was a Japanese
garrigon at Zieta, the Divisicn Commamder decided to hit it from two
directions. Only the 27th Infantry was avsilsble for combat, so one
bettalion was moved north along the Bairoko Irail on & August, with the
mission of moving to lMt. Bao end then returming west toward Zieta; the
other two battelions began moving north along the Ziota Trail om 3
August, with the mission of advencing north on Zieta. After sn enemy
strong point was reduced on the Boiroke Trail, the advance to The north
along this route proceeded unopposed. However, the Japanese fought a
strong deleying action on the Eiebn frail-ald-the weyr-bo-Zietia.. ..
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On 6 August the 161st Infantry Combat Tesm reverted to the
control of the 25th Infentry Division end was committed 8 August on
the Bairoko Trail with the mission of following the battelion of the
27¢h Infentry on that trail to Mt. Bac. From that point the 1G1st
Infantry wes ordered to proceed morth, clear the arsa betwsen Sundey
Tnlet and Bairoke Harbor, and make contact with the Liversedge Force.

By 9 August, the advence on the Bairoko Trail had bsen
carried to the Bairoko River snd contact established with the lLiversedge
Force, the control of vhich passed to the Commending General, 20th
Infantry Division. It was given the mission of clearing the area
east of Bairoko Harbor.

At thie time it wag estoblighed that a goed portion of the
information obtained at the begimming of the csmpaign was false, M.
Tirokambia was not 1,000 yards northwest of zieta, but rather approx-
imately throe miles east-northeast thersof. Further, M¥t. Beo wWas one
mile east of Mt. Tiroksmbis end there was mo trail directly from Wb.
Bao to Zieta., Therefore, the Division Commander decided it was no
longer feasible to attack Zieta with a column {rom the aagt, and the
battalion of the 27th Infantry on the Beiroko Irail was ettached to
the 161st Infantry.

The 3d Batbalion 148th Infantry had been moved to Mt.

Tiroksmbia snd thence to Zieta Hill by the Liversedge Force. This
battalion was attached to the 27th Infentry and given the miasion
of preventing the withdrawel of the Japanese from Zieta to the north
and northwest, while the main body of the 27th Infantry moved north
along the trail to Zieta, a force was semt around the west flank to
block the trail betwoen Zieta and Japanese held Piru Plantation, On
the morning of 15 August the 2Tth Infantry supported by four tanks
from the 11lth Marine Defense Battalion oaptured Ziete and killed
approximately 75 Japanese at the trail block west of Zieba., Pursuit
of the remaining enemy was initiated and several stragglers killed.

At this time the 27th Infantry was given the mission of
slearing the area between Sundey Inlet and Piru Plantation. FPebrols
were dispatched on 16 August to find a suitable route througn the
swamp to Piru Plantation. After exhaustive recomaissance failed to
disolose a high growd route, the 27th Infentry (~) atbacked across
one and one~helf miles of swamp end secured the plantation ares on
23 August, thus denylng the use of Hathorn Sound to the enemy.

The 161st Imfentry moved north from Mt. Tirokambia toward
Bairoko Harbor amd occupied the west bemk of the harbor on 2% August
without oppesition. The 1st Battalion 27th Infentry which was attached
to the Liversedge Fores om L0 August, and the 3d Battalion 145th
Infentry moved on Baircko Harbor from the onst snd southeast and
occupicd the east bank of the harbor on 26 August without opposition,
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The Japanese had evacuated to Arundel snd Kolombengers Islands, emd
all orgenized resistance on Hew Georgia Island was tominated on 25

August 1943,

C. B, SMITH,
Lt, Col,, General Staff Corps,
A.C. of 3., G-3.

3 Inclosures: #fiff/— CICSOPAC Photomap, NE{ GEQRGIA, 1/20,000.
A2 = G~3 Journals, July 31 - August 25 inclusive,
~ Field Order and Operations Hemorande pertmining

[j to the campaign,




