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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY SEVENTH INFANTRY .
A. Pe O. # 26

13 Qctober 1943,

SUBJECT : Llon Red Patrols,

70 : (=2, 26th Infantry Division,

The following is a list of patrols mede by First Battal-
ion Twenty Seventh Tnfantry on Eolambangara I?land, Ootober Tth anéd
8th, 1943: '

PATROL NUMBER 1

_ . Security patrol of "A" Company left forward outpost at
0700, 7 October 1948, Patrol followed trail to Fortheast, through
three Japanese bivousc areas (1, 2, end 4), which were scouted thor-
oughly end were found %o have been sbandonded from 10 to 14 days.
Individuel and cooking equipment was found,

One Japanoss was found in second bivouac area but through
his refussl to surrender the patrol was foreced to shoot him. (He
replied: "Go awey, me stay hers = Japanese soldier not efreid to
die". and moved away as if to got weapom.) He was shot st pt 3 on
heii-he

No other signs of recent enemy aotivity were found in
ares, therefore, patrel returned, time 1145,

PATROL WUMEER 2

"g" Company combab and reconnaissance patrol left com-
pany area (1) at 0845, 7 Ootober 1943 traveling northeest Yo road
junction (2) to enemy bivouas area (3) found mothing and continued
on trail. A% (4) similer bivouac erea was found. Again following
trail, ren into bivouac ares at (5) which was estimated to have been
cocupied by one battalidn, There were 20 to 25 shacks, caves ha

* been dug but no pill boxea. Soms clothing was found. :

e Ue E

CGontimiing on, patrol found caves, conmnecting tunnsls gng
(machine gun positions st () - (7) and in one cave was found food
and smmmnition supplies. Then 5 men followsd trail to {8) where 5
trucks and 1 ewbo were found in motor parl,

Again following ths trail, strongly organized plll boxes
(9) and 3 in gun (10) were feund. Areg appesred to be a vivouac for
gpproximately 2 compenios.
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Crogsing bridge there was found g 77mm gun smounted on
wheels (11) and at (12) found heavy machine gun (bolt removed) at
(18) searchlight was found (destroyed sound detector and a remote
control unit in working condition were also discovered.)

Mouth of Vils River is fordeble by wading out 100 yards.
_ In addition to pill boxss which covered front from (12)
to (l6) and small arms and AT emmunition which was in dumps all
along beach from (11) to (13) were two 37 mm guns (15-16) with
sgights removed, Pabroel returned at 1515.

PATROL NUMBER &

Company "C" patrol left from (1) at 0900 on the 7th of
October 1943 following coral road (2) and traeils to (3) where they
enbered a large bivouae arem, Area belisved to have been where
pilots 1lived. Agein going slong trail (4) to (5) found 3 large tin
roofed shecke containing the following:
200 picks and shovels
2 coils 3/4 in menilla rope
8 coils emooth wire .
3 large cans dymemibe fuse
4 tents
. . 36 bicycles
Large quantities tools of all types
b pulleys
1 bath tub complete w/heater
Miscellansous ibtems.

Proceeded on to {6) =(7) - (8) -~ (9) which were all de-
serted bivousc areas with meny dug outs and remnants of shecks all
having wire from the main trajls Going north to (10) which is be-
lioved o be Jaeck Hill where there was a karge bivouae ares with a
large sheck (4in roof) and termination of trail {which wes about
3 foot wide and corduroyed solid with small logs) eand all wires.
Investigated all around Jack Hill end found only hospital equip-
ment and one destroyed telephone. Patrol then returned along trail
(11) to MC" Company area at 1450

PATRCL NUMBER 4

Reconnaiss nee patrol from "C" Compeny left battalion
bivouae area &b 0846 on 8 October 1943 by boat to 213 found 3 inch
gun at (2) and bivowac aree extending from (3) to (4). Estimate
1 battelion with CP in osve dug in rear of hill (5) found telephons
switohboard (6) and bags of rice, small arms ammunition and old
alotheg.

Took trail and ren into bivouse (7) estimeted 1 company
and CP and on to (7). Small trail wes investigated snd reported
negative. Continued on trail to (S) end (10) finding two bivouao
areas with nothing of value in either area. Along trail te (11)
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flinding another bivouso area (containing nothing of importence) and
coxtinued on back to area of "C" Company arriving there at 1540,

PATROL NUMBER &

‘Camhat and Reconmaissance patrol lefi Company B ares at
0800, 8 October 1943, following well traveled Japamese trail which
crossed series of hills and many streambeds. Searched 8 bivouac areas
(estimated 2 weeks pince ocoupancy) in area of Ringi Cove. Found
5 wrecked barges at Cove. Resturned along same trail to starting

point at 1300,

JOFEFH J¢/KCONTZ, :
1st Lt.,”27%h Infentry,
S-2.

M—@y%

B




P
\EPRODUCED AT THE HATIDNAL ARCHIVES DECLASSIFIED . .

Authority NND 1 35007

: IL By MNARA Date M } )

' BEADQUARTERS TWEKTY SEVENTH INFAMIRY
A, P. 0. 426

4 Ootober 1943.

SUBJECT; Patrol Beport of HAMBERI-VILA Trail on KOLOMBANGARA IGLAND.
w0 H ﬁ"ﬁ. v Gﬂrpa’

NESSIONs » (1) To determine Japsnese aotivity over the HAMBERI-VILA
trail, end -
(2) the reconnsissence of & route to the trail from the aoast.

FINDINGSs (1) There,mss no enemy sctivity over the trall for thé 48 hour
. period 230 Bept. and 1 Oot.

(2) The route taken by the patrol was belisvad to De the bast at
the time beoause of the Japanese activity at XULJI axd ¥ on
the XOLOMBAWGARA treil ms far ss LOKERI. In view of later
davalopments, the bsst routs would be o land at MALANGA
COVE and procesd up the KOLOHBANGARA Roubte to the. fork of the
KOLOMBANGARA and the GJA routs thenss up the GIZA route to
the HAMBERI~VILA trail., This would eliminste the heavy hill
olimbing whioh this patrol want through to senrsh the forke
of the KOLOMDAWGARA and GIZA RIVERS. The trip from HUNDA
COVE to the Japsnese trail ower the route the patrol followed
took 6 hours. landing ab MALANGA COVE and following the
river up should acut thie tp 4 hours.

(CHRONOLOGIGAL RECORD OF PATROL ATTACHED)

PERSONNELs one offioer (the undsreigosd), two FM from the 27th Inf.,
5/8gt Cleute Bims and Gorp. Cecil A. Mosa, sné Corp. Frank
¥ash, on 8D with the D.B.1.0., and six native guides were
atisched to the patrol as soouts.

DETAXLED

ACCOUNE OF

PATROL:.

. 2Y Septs The patrel left BOMEOB VILLAGE mt Q840 and prooseded by Higgins
' boat to BUSTLIRG POINT, srrived thore at 0200 and were ploked
up by zative cance at 0930 we arrived at YENT ISLAND {GOMA)
abt 1030. ‘
28 Sept: o patrol left TENT ISLAND at 2200 and procesdsd to HUNDA

COVE by native omnce. They arrived there at 221Q0. The night
wan spent in EUNDA VILLAGE.

U0 EYLT pox 6167




I

DECLASSIFIED

|
TIGHAL ARCHIVES
{EPRODUCED AT THE K& Authority NND735017 | |
By ﬂ‘gmm Date ] l‘?zo‘{ l !'
29 Bept, At Q800 the patrol left HUNPA' VILIAGE and arrived at XOKATIA

at OBES. XOKATIA is a pative garden with two shacks just
Rortk of HUNDA. Breakfast was eaton in KOBAYTIA and we were
on our way by O720. Time sast bo allowsd the natives to ecok
the prodiglous anounts of rice that they conmms, Ve goh on
a well hidden native trail to the W of HIPERA and travelled
along it generally ¥ snd ¥B. Tho jungle growth is uediom
heavy and generally comparable to the dush st the stwrt of the
.ZYRTA TRAIL on NEW ORORGIA. The hills are sxtresmely steep.
Ab 0B30 we arrived at the junotions of the tralls whkoh led
to HIPERA and SUNQUVANGA. The HIPBRA trail runs dus E from
the trail we wers following. The trail %o LUNGUAVANGA
travelled due W, We continusd along the trall we wore on
and hit the BUKA stream at 0848, Thie is & muall water polnt
that aouldé supply @ regiment with water. A trall lesds into
AIPERA going B from this pofmt. Our trail oub in back of
HIPERA and travelled generslly B snd SE. We arrived at
KOEAFETY on the MASURU RIVER mt 1016 (K XAPRTI 1s & native
garden with two huts on the right bank of the river). The
trail runs down grade most of the wey and the terrein is
exceptionally stssp déwn to the flcor of the wvalley. The
traok 1s very poor and native guides ere necesssry o follow
14, The direction Tollowed was generally E until we reached
KAKOPRTI. ‘The MASURU is a small river about & faet wide, one
foot average depth with a bottom strewn with large houlders.
4 tributary of the XOLOMBANGARA flowing §E. Exoellent drink-
ing water. A trail led 8 from thie point to LOPETI on the
KOLOMBANCARA RIVER, 1% hours journey. LOERTT is the mosb
Forthward point of Japanese activity on this river, Qur trall
then 1ed E for ten minutes to the forks of the GILIA amd
KOLOMBANGARA RIVERS, This point le called FOTIGAMA, &
large native garden with a demolished hut, Tile sits in the
forks. 'The KASURU slows ixtc the EOLOMBANGARA just below
the forks. The XOLOMBANGARA (MALANGA) ia 20 feet wida, average
depth of two feet, with 8 largs bouldar strewn bottem, and '
flows due 8. The OIZA is n tributery of the KOLOMAANGARA
flowing §¥. It is about 16 fest wide, averags depth of two
feelt with a boulder strewn bottom, Wo travalled ¥ on the .
. GIZA in the river and Sn the bush along the shors. There is
T - no trail. The jungle Looomes thick aleng tho river. All the
- water here is good for drinking. Ome hours travel from the
: forks, the banks start to rise stesply. We trayelled
gounrelly ¥ and WE. Stoppsd for the night at 161§ just one
half hour from Jap trail we dispatohed two native guldes to
% _ Jook at the road snd detersmine if thers wers any Jap astivity
e . o on it lately. The acouta roportld.th.;; ' pi:rtyf:f ag«uﬁ .::p.
& had uped £his trail two days previously, poing srom
HAMRERZ . leanwto’s whioh would sies
R ARy o IVER, Just ¥ of the point that
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it flows into the GIZA. The TEDEEBOKC flows SW into the GIBA.
We sot up a base camp in the buih on the right bank of the
GIZA. Posted security erd went to sleep.

30 Sept: A 0530 we dispatched t:lro seouts to look ut romd. Ho sotivity
during night. At 0706 we left Dase camp to pAok an OF from
whioh to observe the read. We seleoted ® paint just ¥ of the

. forks of the YRDEMBOKO and GYA where the trail orossea the |
@YA RIVEH. The OP is on a hill about 30 fest over the trasl,
wall oonoesled with exeallent observation. The OF wms in
aperstion at 0830. Two native scoubs wers dispatohed W on the
. *oad toward HAMBERI and two wers ssnt B along toward VILA.
They wers instruoted to obmarve for Jups on the way and if wet
to twn arcusd snd precede then baok to us., They were sent
out wd O84S, Two natives were kept &t the OF for gemoral
s¥idity work. The acoubs %o the E returned st 1816. They
hat gons as far B as the SAMAUIA RIVER. Thare wers no
. JApanase movement and tracks were all two days old. The romd
fallows the GZA down to just ¥ of the TBDEMBOXO end turne NB
along the rivey to whars the houses are and then goes up the
ridge due B, The socuts roported numerous steel helmets and
elothing thrown on the side of the trail. Vines were put on
* the siden of steap places on the trail to hold thelr footing.
Ftonss were put acroms rivers to wealk across oz, Thess soouts
brought buok & bugle with a red cord, demoting Infantry, and
this mark on the muthpiooe: A tEo quart bottls which
hold kerosans, and a Jap " rainocoat. The soouls 4o
the f returned at 1615, They reported no moveman$ for 48 hours,
Ono dead Jap was burisd slightly off the trall. %They brought
taglt ¥he oap that was- placed on his grave. The road followed
the GIZA N for 100 yards then climbed the r“;o, heading due
¥ toward HAMBERX. ' The soouts first oroseed the GIRURA. RIVER,
i . then the KONOMEA, and then they resched the KOLOMBANGARA RIVER
Ay _ before starting home. The KOKOMEA and GIAURA are small
: streams but the KOLOUMBANGARA is larger than the GIZA. They
g ’ regorted 3 leaf houses, asleeping ten men each, at the :
EOUOMBANGAR RIVERy two rifles wers threwn in the bush, one
of ‘whioh the woouts brought baok along with an sptvenching
shovel end sgyeral blanketa. At 1800 the OP waRimoved oloser
to the trail and converted imto e listeiing post. Ho Jap
mﬂvtﬁy ﬁurlng the day. ' '

"1 Oo% . A mngnt, the QP was moved back to the hill. At 0800,
. mgouts vera ﬂm&ohnl nlqnb tha roxd in both dirsotions with

the same in onk, 1. Nash and myse:f olinbed to the
'ﬁtg.ntag: “800 cl:hi@.andthma'btnm-,

S attempt tn: get holringl. s points could be seen that could

. S be uged. A6 1600 ws investigated the Jap bivouso area, and
. the rasd st that point. The rosd is = well=woin trail about

3 £6. wiie, mll troes and bushes in the way wers sut dom.

%
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The labor on it has all been oasual and hastily donoe. There
wore twelve sles ping shelters and nine cook houses in the
blvouse arss. It oould easily accomodzte 100 ment. Some of
the sholters were 10 yerds long. The bivouso area was on the
right (i) bank. of the TEDEMBOKA RIVER. A sign with an arrow
pointing towsrd HAMBERI was on one of the shelters, (obuerved
saveral blankebs and srticles of clothing scatterad around).
A% 1700 scoubs to the X returned. AL L7830 arrived back at base
oamp, Hoouts reported they had gone ag far as the HIMERI
RIVER, no activity, 0ixty Jap leaf sheluers wers on the
HIMERT with 40 steel helmets in them, Much olothing, 10
blenkets, ammuxition and two shovels and slx nice plates were
around the aren, Four of the plates had Havel insignin and
two had Army (Labelc anslosed from some of the olothing).
Steps had bdesn ocut intc the shteep hills that the road crossed.
Seouts %o the ¥ returned at 1730, Hed reachad just ¥ of the
KNLOMBANGARA RIVER. Nothlng new %o report. ‘

2 Oty Wo aotivity during the night. At 0846 .dlispaiched 3 natives
cn bagk to soout trail end go moross to IENT ISLAXD to arrange
for ® camp. At 0710, left base omap for retwrn trip. Followsd
the GIZA going a dhort woy and then olimbud the W ridge %o
strike a faint netive track thet leads down the ridge top.
fhe ridge runs between walleys of the KOLOMBANGARA mnd the
GIZA RIVERS. The ridge becomss knife-sdged and.the trail
drops off the ridge to the W and hits the KOLOMBANGARA RIVER,
just ¥ of the forks, This trail, if traveled W, would out
the Jap road Betmween the GIZA and the GIHURA RIVERS eocording
4o the nativen. Arrived at the forke of the KOLOMBANGARA
and GIZA RIVERS af 0850, Arrived at KOKOFETI on MASURA
RIVER at 0800. Arrived at BUKA stream at 1180, Arrived
at HAMBERI, and watoh atation of 3 shagks on the HIFERA
trail, 8¢ 1140, Arrived at HIPERA, and unused ocmatwatcher
station % 1200. Ve left HIPERA that svening at 1800,
and followsd tha trail over the ecuthern faegs of the hill,
Arrived in HUNDA at 1730, - Pioked up by native cance at
2000 that night, Arrived at TENT? ISLAND st 2100. (the
natlve soouts believe that 1t is a 4 day jouwrmey from VILA
to WAMBERT for the Japs, They stayed the first night at
HINT RIVER (80 shelters), the second at the TEDEMBOEA RIVER
(12 shelters), the third % DAIMPONGO (16 shelters) and
arrivad in HAMBERI on the fourih night,

ROBERY W, LEONWARD,
lst Lt., 27¢th Iafantry,
Patrol leador.
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4 Qctober 1943,

SUBJECT: BReport of Patrol tc KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

T :+ G2, ZIV Corps.

: Following is report of reconnaissance pstrol consisting of Sgt. ‘fayne
Duke, Pvt. 1lst Class Kenneth Nycum and undersigned sent to XOLOMBANGARA, whose
nlseion was to reconniter MALANGA COVE area and determine enemy movement toward
Test along the coast:

28 "Sent.

0830 Patrol left BONBOE VILLAGE by Higging boat for 3USTLING POTNT.

09003 Arrived BUSTLING POINT.

09303 Left BUSTLING POINT in netive canoe sent by Lt. Hobertson, put in ab
TENT ISLAMD to pick up patrol. -

1030: Arrived TENT ISUAND. Received detailed informstion of situation in
MALANGA COVE area from Li. Robertson; last mimute arrangements made
for patrol, Six natives assigned to patrol tc join us at HUNDA (owr
larnding point along coast). Awaiting report from scouts sent out by
L%, Robertson that HUNDA is all clear.

29 Sept.

1500 Hative scouts report HUNDA COVE is clear of eremy.

21060: Left TEZNT ISLAMD in native war canoe for HUNDA 6,400 yards scross

BLACKETT STRAIT.

22053 Arrived at HUNDA VILLAGE. Het by native scouts. Spent night at
HUNDA(VILIAGE, the same as others along the coast was abandoned by
.the natives when Nips came to KOLOUBANGARA. The village is comparatively
large and well laid ouwt. It had been visited only onmce by the enemy
who came by barge and took some timber and leaf roofing).

30 Sept.

06001 Left HUNDA and followed native track to KAKATIO, another ahandoned
village in the Jjungle (See overlay) where we ate breakfast.

0800: - Left KARKATIO and went ovarland thru the bush to HERTMBANGARA.

1100: Arrived HERIVBANGARA (former location of a native village) and estab-
lished base camp well off the trail.

1206: Patrol sent out to HIPEVA (former OF of Lt. Robertson}., Excellent view
of DULO BAY, WALANGA GOVE, RUNDA and area in which we were to opsrate.
Algo excellent view of VILA, LADY LIVZER, coast of NEW GHORGIA, ARUNDEL,
RENDOVA and WAFA, Field of observatinn included GIZO0 and entire island
of GANNNGGA and GIZO, (See panoramic sketches) Patrol returned 1520.

et 1200: Patrol sent to investigate Government track and area "est of HMALANGA

RIVAR. Patrol returned at 1600, Patrol saw no sign of Hips on Eagh
gide of HALANCA RIVER. Found Jap rag in native rarden West of river.
ilo barges in MALANGA COVE (previous report that there was a barge was
Pourd to be a small outbosrd motor hoat) No sign of Mips in KAVARA

or T (HUoT  EUTT b6

-l .
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Tsteblished OPall day on Government track hetween HUNDA and HALANGA
RIVER., Trail rums from HAMBERI to XUIJT along the coast. It is
indistinguishakls in vlaces hecause of lack of use. fo sign of Hips
all day. Jatives say that the oniy time it wes used by “aps was a
month and a half asgo when eight survivors from a bar«e made their
way along trail to VIL4., According to na*ives, Jap outposts at #LITT
and GATRERE never conbacted each other over this trail, the only route
which they could have done so slong the ccast. {3ee overlay).

Fatrol sent to L&XOTI to investigate & Jap trail which had been bullt
by them in the busgh from LADY _IVIR to 1ALAYGE COVE. It is believed
that this trail was supoly route for LADY LIVER with barges stopping
at LALANGA COVE, and surplizs being earried overland from there, and
mwith outrest at IUIJI to protect route. Trail locked like it had
taken a lot of traffic at one %ime but had not beer used lgtely,
Patrol returred bv way of HIPHRA 143C.

Patrol sent out to look over HUNDA area and Gov=rnment track, raported
negative.,

Patrol sent to inveshizate MALANGA COVI, crossed river, went up %o
KITII, then to DULO 34Y. Found 20 a bandoned Jap leaf houses just
Tast of KUITI {larse enough for from two to six men) and numdrous
noles along the shore ard in the jungle. No barges at DULO 34Y. Four
native canoes were found there.. lative scouts say they evacuated
25/26 September and used the trail ‘thrv LAKOTI to LADY LEVER. Only
evidence of Nips was scattered clothing, rice and buried ammunition.,
Pairol returned at 1700,

Patrol sent to look over DULO BAY area amt SA3IRA, Investigated
jungle in rear of DULO BAY and sawno sign of enemy. Found othsr shacks
and & kitchen betwesn DULO and KULJI, Bstimeted 100 Jans had been

in KUIJI-DUTO aresa. Patrol took one of cances reported by scouts the
day before and paddled to SAMBIRA. Saw no sign of Jips along shore
between DULO BAY and SAUBIRA. Tent ashore at SAUM3IRA. Fo evidence ef
Japs ever having bsen there. Patrol returned by way of HUNDA at 1500.

Patrol sent to investigate ZATTHE and Governaent track. Foud foot-
prints in VOTUANA. Going on up to GATERE found six abandoned leaf
houges. Estimated 24 Mips were in this arsa. 014 foot rrints along
Bovernment %rail to HAMBERI. Native scouts helisved Hips left onday,
26 September. They probably left shortly after tiat as two of the
enemy were reportsd alony the beach that same ionday worning. Five
native canoes which had been previously revoried at GATSRE were alssing.
Tt is belleved they evacunated est in these canoces. Othzer than
scattered rice and fireplaces thers was no other evidence of the enemy.
411 indicabions at both KULJT and GATZRE are that they had advance
notice for an organized evacuation, Patrol refurued at 145C.

Sent two netive scouts across to TRYT I3LAND, to contact Li. Aovbertson
and tell nim we were coming out that nlghi in order that ne would send
a canoe after us and also notify air corps and PT's,

T rrTE, = -Ts s L] 17 B
Broke cam- and started dosym to TINi, lide in mansrove opposite HUNDA
until after dark and went across fo villare in small canos.

Canoe arrived from TSHT ISLAHD and came aghore after we had piven
them the password. Shortly after we had started back an en3 my flout-
nlane £lew low over BALCXZIT STRAIT about 1,000 vards from t he He
appearad to be about 50 to 100 feet above the water and was evidently
looking for PT's. :
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Lt. J. J. KOONTZ
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HEADQUARTERS Z25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the AC nf S5, G-2

A. P. 0O, 3 25,
12 QOctober 1943,

SUBJECT: Report of Petrol Covering West Coast of Kolombengara.

T0 : Commending 0fficer, 27th Infaniry.

1. MISSION: To patrol the west coast of KOLOMBANGARA for the pur-
pose of determing whether or not area had been evacugted by the Japanese.
Size of patrol - one officer and eight mens

2. The patrol left VILA 0930 8 Qctober for HUNDA COVE. Travel was
mads by LOP. Spent the night at HUNDA VILLAGE, a large sbandened native
village which showed no sign of occupatior by the Japenese at any time,

3. Left HUNDA COVE at 1020 9 October by LCP to recomnmoiter arsas %o
%he North., First stop mede at GATERE COVE end evidences found that & small
nunber of Japs, probably not more than 50, hed occupied that arse, Some
elothing and insignia, naval issue, were found.

4, Vext stop was made at MERESU COVE end the ares for several hundred
yards inland was reconnoitered, Ore Jap straggler, e gnldier, was found in
one of the huts in the leper eolony. The patrol attempted to capture him,
but were forced to kill him, The area from the leper colony to HAMBERI
was thoroughly patrolled slong the shore and inland with all native huks and
shelters searched. The area could have been occupied by several hundred
Japanese, Evacustion wes cerefully done, Some old ¢lothing snd equipment
was scettered throughout the aresa. The beach from MERESU to HAMBERI was
organized with pillboxes approximately 100 faet apart. There were some in-
dications thet equipment had been buried in slit trenches. The landing at
HAWBERI COVE hed been used by barges. The remeins of a Jep readio station
were found at HAMBERI COVE, All of the equipment in this area indiceted
nevel occupation. Practically all of the emmunition found was 7,7mm. Ore
1-kilowabt zensrator, slightly demaged, wes found near HAMBERI. Spent the
night et EAMBERI COVE,

5, Wext stop was made at VARU POINT where there were no sipns of
recent ocoupation. Ares between VARU POINT and VANGA POINT was investigated.
Again no signs of recent occupation. :

6. Next stop made at TOMBOLU VILLAGE and the aree inland reconnoitered.

© & bivouac was Found that probebly housed 10-20 Japs. An OF with telephons

wire was found at ths point.

7. Next stop was made at REI COVE where a feirly large bivouac area
was discovered., Thera were mumerous shelters and scattered equipment., In-
dications were that some evacustion was made from this point as a good por-
tion of the bivouac arsa was very temporary. FRvacuation hed been made a few
dsys previously, Two large rubber boats, both of which could be salvagaed,
were found here.

RoMoT gurT Gex 6767



e

DECLASSIFIED i
Authority NND_TBS-OFT !
|

1

| By M(TNARA Datem !

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

8« WNoxt stop was made et TUKI POINT which alse showed sipns of being
an evacuation point, Bivouwac areas that could have held 50-100 Jeps wers
found. Very littls eguipment was left,

9+ Several stops were made between ROPA POINT and VAU VILLAGE with no
signs of Jap occupation found, Spent the might et e cove one mile South of
SESEPI VILLAGE. The surrounding arse was recomnoltered with no signs found
of Jep cccupation,

10. Next stop was et KAVIKANA PLANTATION, the entire beach aresa of
which had been orpganized with pillboxes 50-100 feet apart and barbed wire
hed been strung along the beach. This area ocould hawve been occupied by
geveral hundred Japs. The entrance to JACK HARBOR was checked and two
80mm CA pieces with some smmunition were found there, At the entrance were
soveral bombproofs and shelters thet probably were occupied by 50-100 men,
The interior of the harbor was not checked as it alresdy had heen sovered
by Lieut. Perriter's patrol.

Returned to VILA =t 1330 11 Qctober.

REMARKS ¢
1., Sapanese landing berges were found on the west coast at the fol-

lowing places:

8, One on shore approximately 5,000 feet South of GATERE COVE,

B, One on shore at GATERE COVE,
0, One between REUVI end VANGA VANGA,
d, One at VANGA VANGA,
®. One at MBERESU COVE (No enpins).
T. Two et TUKI POINT.
E. One between ROPA POINT and VAU VILLAGE.

None of these barges were afloat and had -been besached either on
the shore or on the reef., Although they had been shot up somewhet, most of
them could be salvaged for the purpose of test firing.

2. The ares arouwnd smd South of HAMBERI COVE will bear further checkimg |
for the salwvaging of Jap equipment, Numerous documents were found st the
various stops and are being forwarded to G-2, XIV Corps.

CONCLUSION: OConclusion reached by this patrol was that the area on the
West side of ThE islend wes free of Japs with the possible exception of & few
stragglers., The largest evecustion sppears to have been made from HAMBERI
COVE with the next largest evacuation made from Rei Cove. However, at nons
of the points of evacustion were there indicetions of numbers over 300 having
been evecuated, C

7L Lo

R. L. STEVENSON,
Lt. Col., G¢.5.C.,
AC of S, -2,
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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY SEVENTH INFANTRY, FORWARD ECHELON, APO § 26.,
15 Catober 1943, T0: Oommanding Gemeral, 26th Infantry Divisilon.

Reforence basic indorsemsnt smd patrol report of 1let Lt.
Richerd H. Forriter, previously submitted. There are no enemy,
remaining on Kolombengera Island, with possible exception of 8
few stragglerd. /
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' HEADGUARTERS 27TH INFANTRY
APO #25

' 13 October 1943,
SUBJECT: ILion Red Patrols,
‘o : G=2, 25th Infantry Divialon.

The following is a llat of patrols made by Firat Battalion Twenty
Seventh Infantry on Kolombangara Island, October Tth and 8th, 1943:

PATROL NUMBER 1

Security patrql of "A" Company left forward outpoat at 0700, T Qectober
1943, Patrol followed trail to Nertheast, through three Japanese blvouac aress
(1, 2, and 4), which were scouted thoroughly and were found to have been aban-
doned from 10 to 1h days. Individual and cookling equipment was found,

One Japanese was found in second bivouac area but through his refusal
to awrrender the patrol was foroeed to shoot him. (He replied: "Go away, me
stay here - Japanese soldler not afrald to dle". and moved away &as 1f to get
weapon.} He was shot at pt 3 on map. ’

No other signa of recent enemy activity were found In area, therefors,
patrol retuwrned, time 1145, :

PATROL NUMBER 2

"C" Company and reconnaissance patrol left company area (1) at 0845,
7 October 1943 traveling northesst to road Junction (2) to enemy bivouac ares (3)
found nothing and contimued on trail, At (4) similar bivousc area wes found.

Ll

130, SE = Epoippe o ~ ST

Again following trail, ran into bivouac area at (5) which was estimated to have <
been occupled by ome battalion. There were 20 to 25 shacks, caves had been dug .7
but no plll bhoxes. Some clothing waes found, .
Wk
Continning on, patrel found caves, commecting tumnnels and (Machine gun .r-*z
positions at (6) -D%T) and in ocne cave was found food amd ammnitlon aupplles. t
Then 5 men followed trail to (8) whers 5 trucke and 1 anto were found in motor ¥
park. =7
-
Agaln following the trail, etrongly organized pill boxes (9) and 3 in &
gun (10) were found. Area appsared to be e bivouac for approximately 2 compenies. -
' : ~
Crossing bridge there was found a T7mu gun mounted on wheels (11) and at W
(12} found beavy machime gun (bolt removed) at (13) searchlight was found (des- )
troyed sound detector and a remote control unit working condition were also _ 94-
discovered. ) “
- T,
Mouth of Vila River is fordable by wading out 100 yards, (8
Tn addition to pill boxes which covered front fram (12) to (16) and
amall arms and AT ammnition which wae in dumps all along beach from {11) to
(13) were two 37 mm guns (15-16) with sights removed. Patrol returned at 1515.
PATROL FUMBER 3 &
Company "C" patrol left from (1) at 0900 on the Tth of Ociober 1943
_ o
LR N
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following coral read | ) and tralle to (3) where they entered a large bivouac
area. Ares belleoved to have bheen whers pllotas lived. Again going along trail
(%) tou(5) found 3 large tin roofed shacks comtaining the following:
200 plcks and shovels
2 coile 3/4 in msnilla vope
8 colls smooth wire
3 large cans dynamlte fuse
4 tents
35 bleydlies
Iarge quantities tools of all types
5 pulleys
1 bath tub complete w/heater
Miscellsneous 1tems,

-

‘ Proceeded on to (6) - (7) - (8) ~ (9) which were all deserted hivouac
areas with meny oute and remnante of shacks all having wire from the main trail,
Going north to {10) which is believed to be Jack Hill where there was a-large biv-
ouac ares with a large shack (tin roof) and termination of trail (which was sbout
3 Peet wide and cordurpyed solid srith small logs) and all wires, Investlgated
all around Jack Hill and found cnly hospital equipment and one destroyed telephone,
Patrol them returned along trail (11) to "C" Campany area at 1450,

PATROL. NUMBER %

Reconnalssance patrol fram "C" Company left battalion bivouac ares at
- 0845 on 8 October 1943 by boat to (1) found 3 inch gun at {2) and bivouac area
extending from (3) to (4). Estimate 1 battalion with CP in oave dug in rear
of hill {5) found telephone switchboard (€) and bags of rice, small arme axpuni-
tion and old clothes. , .

Took trail and ran into bivouac (7) estimated 1 compiny and CP and on to
(7), Smali trail wee investigated and reported negative. Continued on trail
to {9} and (20) finding two bivouac areas with nothing of value in elther area.
Along trail to (11) finding snother bivouwac avea (contalning nothing of im-
portance) and continwed on back to area of "C" Compeny arriving there at 1540,

PATROL NUMBER 5

. Combat and Reconmalssance patrol left Company B area at 0800, 8 October 1943,
following well traveled Japanese trail which crossed serles of hille and many
streambeds, Searched 8 bivouac areas (estimated 2 weeke since occcupancy) in
area of Ripgi Cove, Found 6 wrecked barges at Cove, Retwrned alcng same
trail te sterting point at 1800, .

/8/ Joseph J Koomtsz
/t{ JOSEPE J, EOONTZ
. let Lt, 2¢th Infantry,
8.2,

Encl - One Overlay.




