REPRGDLSED ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHNES

COMBAT REPORT 27TH INFANTRY
CAMPAIGH AGATNST THE JAPANESE
SR Sneiw s b JAPANTSE

NI GIORGIA, BRITISH SOLOMON ISLAIDS

REFIRENCES: Attached Ovorlays, Staff dournal, Field Orders, Qperational
Memorerdums, and Intelligence Annex,

LY 29 = 30:

that Sgchgh%flqéB the. ghommncmdl.ng geng;‘al, 25th Infantry Division diracted

antry, wi: pany B, 85th incers, and G C, 25th
Division Modical Battalion attached, be prepafgg to mov:'a by w:?fﬁraaspgﬁta-
tion to Now Georgia, British Solomon Islands on 2% hour notice. Specific ine
stractions on the movement were glven to the Rogimental Commander, 1. Colonol
George E, Bush, by G-3, XIV Corps the aftcernoon of July 29th and morning of
July 30th, ‘The remrinder of July 29th and J:iy 30th were spont by the regie
mont in procuring and checking combat cquipment and packing and storing rear
echelon oquipmont.,

JULY 33

The Regimont with attached units moved by truck to Kukun Beach' hmga.
:;gllmdcg ;né; bh(o}n a:;igned wator transportation consisting of 5 f.CI's, g
s, an o evening of July st the E; 2iled .2
Georgio, British Sslomon Islands. d TeBnant satled for Nou

AUGUST 3¢

Bafore deylight the Rogiment arrived at Sasavele Island, of the New

Georgia British Solomon Island Group, and by 1400 the last unit was unloadod,

e.bulcmw:c of the dny was spent in organizing and moving into bivouas arcas,
Dn'xr:mg the debarkation, eneny planzs bombed npd strafed the ships and shore~
linc, byt no casualties or damage 6 ships resulted, In the afternoon the
Regimental, Commnnder, with the Battalion Coamnnders and Staff Officors mads
a recomnalssance on New Georgia for a Rogimontal assembly erom and the gon-
eral, situstion and mission of the Rogizent was outlincd,

The gituation on New Georgia at this time was as followa:

(1) The XIV Corps conprieing the 37th and 43rd Divisions landed on
New Goorgla Island cast of Hunda airficld in the oarly part of July and drove
west toward tho airfield, The cnony was strong and detormined and tho opUrae
tion did not progress as ropidly as had bocn plamoed,

On July 24th the Corps roinforced by the 16lst In antry Combat Toam,
25th Division, mace a coordinated drive on the airfield. This attack had
progressed to the outskirts of tho Muanda airficld and vas still in Brogross
at the time the 27th Infantry arrived at New CGeorgia, The indtial mission
assignod the Regiment by XIV Corps was to maintnin contact with and proteet
the right flank and rear of the 148th Infantry which was advancing on the ax-
teome right (north) of tho Corps ine,

AUGUST 2:

In the morning the emtine Rogiment with attachod units noved in assault
boats to New Georgla Island lending at laisna Beach, from which it marehed to
the Parachute Drop and 2 cordon defensc was cstablished for the night,

Compn.ny L catablished road blacks on Baxtor Roed betwewn the Parachute
Drop and Rd-W,

1.

. A patrol from Rogimental Hoadquartcrs was sent to the west to contact
units of the 148th Infantry.

Security patrols from »ll battalions wore sant to the north, cast, and
west.  Tho patrols returncd beforo nightfall with a nogative report.

The Regimental Supply Dump was established in the vicinity of Iaiana
Boach., It was planned to supply the Regiment northward to the Perschute
Drop then westward along tho Baxter Road as it progrossed,

AUGUST 22

Security patrols were again sont to the north, vast, and wost from the
Parachute Drop., Patrols returned befors derk with a negative report.

Early in tho morning the 3rd Battalion, minus L Gompany, was oprdercd to
move west along the Baxter Road to RJ-W, From this point a patrol was sent
northward along the Bairoko Treil. The patrel encountered an onemy machine
gun position and bivouae area.

I Ccapany was ordered to move nortiward along the trail, establish a
trail blsek just short of the eneny resistance and awatt further orders, In
the neantime Company K occupied for defonse R, L Company meintained road
blocks on Baxter Road, and the remeinder of the 3rd Battalion remained at the
Parachute Drop.

By this time the attack on tho afrfield was progressing rapidly and it
was apparent that the Jepanese wers attenpting to withdraw northward, The
25th Division was assigned the wmission of pursuing the enemy,

The Rogimental €ommander received the Division Plan of ittack {See Unit
Staff Journal, FO #1, Hg. 25th Infantry Division) from the Division Comman~
der, and issued the following attack order {See Staff Journal - FO #1 H.
27th Infantry) to the Battalion Commanders,

(1) Tho 1st Battalion was to move the following morning to Rd-W and
proceed north along the Bairoko Trail with a mission of relieving the ird
Battalion, destroying tho onemy resistance in that aree, locating and socur—
ing Mt. Boo, then proccod woest end make contact at Ht. Tirokiamba with other
clements of the 27th Infantry, who were to advance north along the Zista
Trail,

{2) The 3rd Battalion, upon boing ralisved by the lst Battalion, wes
to continue west on'the Baxter Road to tho Zicta Trail, advance northmward,
soize Zicta Village, and scize and sccure Jit, Tirokiamha, in conjunction with
the colunn moving north on the Bairoks Trail,

(3). The 2nd Battalion wes to remain ab the Parachute Drop tamporarily,
make local patrols in all directions and protect the right flank and roor of
the Regimont, The nigsion of the Regiment was to destroy all cnony resistante
between Pirn Plantation and Sunday Inlct.

(L) The 89th Fiold .rtillery Battalion was atbached to the Regiment as
dircet- support. Tho 27th Infantry Combat Team now consisted of the 27th Inw
fantxy, Compeny B, 65th Engincors, 89th Field artillery Battalion, and Com—
pany C, 25th licdiesl Battalion.

{For future reference, it should be noted that the plan of attack
was based on e map submittod by a larine Reconmrissance Unit showing the low
cations of ift. Bao, M. Tiroklarba, the Bairoko Trail, and the Zicta Trail,
This information proved to be vory inaccurnte and the plan of operation was
modified at 2 latcr date.)
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REPRODUCED AT THENATIONAL ARCHIVES

AUGUST 4

At 0800 Company I drove north from RJ-i along the Baircko Trajl, cone
tacted the Japancse, and in attempting to locatc their flanks soon committed
tho entire compsny. The Japs werée defending the high ground, nnd were employing
the firea of mutually supporting machine guns both light and hoavy from
pillboxcs, (25 pillhoxes and 40 holes wers counted sfter the rosistanee had
been overcome.) During the ficree Tighting that cnsued, in which Company
I lost 4 men killed and 11 wounded, the flanks of the odeny were located,
but due to carly committment no rescrves were availablo to env:lop the
enemy’s flnks. The company was orderod to mako a holding attack until ro-
lieved by the lst Battalion.

4b 0830 tho lst Battalion complotod the move to RJ-¥, and reconnais-

sance was nade by the Battalion Commander and orders issucd to reliove Come
pany I and continuo the attack on the enomy positions. With supporting
fires from heavy machine guns and onc 37mm AT gun firing from the south

of the cnemy pocket, the lst Battalion attacked enveloping the Nips left
flanky Duc to the well entrenchod machine gun positions »nd superior fire
power, the Battalion was unable to penotrate oncmy positions, By nightfall
the Battalion had surrounded ths onory strong point on the soubh, cast, and
west.

Compary I and Compeny C werc given the mission of protecting the supply
route from RJ-W to the lst Battalion positions 500 yards to the north on the
Bairnko Trail,

4t 1000 Company K followed northward along the Bairoka Tratl, then
moved due west eross-country at a point just south of the Jdapanese strong
point in an attempt to locatc and cstablish a block on the Zista Trail to
prevent the use of this route by the eneny evacuating from the Munda arca.
The company advanced to the west for a distance of 500 yards where it one
countared a large cnemy bivouac. After continuous fighting for several
hours in an attempt to bypass the resistance it was rcalized that the- come
pany would be unable to roach the objective that day and, accordingly, was
ordered to return to RJ-W,

At 1300 Company L was relieved from its road block by Campany G and
wes ordered to move to Rd-J thence northwerd 2long the Zicta Trail for a
distance of 800 yards and establish a block on the trail, 4t 1630 Company
L encountered strong enemy resistance along the trail 200 yrrds north of
RJ-J, and bodause of the time of the day was unable to attack further, and
dug in for the night,

Regimertal CP moved up to RIW. Headquarters Company end Anti-Tank
Company, astablished a perimctor defenso on RIS,

AUGUST 5:

At 0830 with supporting fircs of 37mm 4T gun and heavy machine gun,
Company C orveloped the right £lank of the Japenase pocket, The company
oncountored hervy mortar, and automatic fire in this attack but pushed fore
ward until contact was made with Cémpany 4 on the north of the cneny posi-
tions at 1500, 4 block was firmly cstablished on the frail north of the
cneny pocket proventing e withdeawal over thnat route.. lorbars were not em-
ployod becausc of the density of the Jungle and tho difficulty of clcaring.
Although our sspporting artillory had not yot gotten into position, it conld
not have boen safoly cmployed in this attack because of the close proxinity
of our own forces to the enomy on all aides.

4it 1000 tho entirc 3rd Battalion assombled at RJ-J, The Battalion wes

directod by the Reginental Commander to attack and scize Twin Hills Smmsdiattie
ly. st 1215 tho attack got underway with 8lim mortars in support from Réed
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and one compeny in reserva, Having determincd the gnemy's resistance fram
Company L'e action the previous day, the Brttelion employed a double en-
velopment of the enemy positions taking the Japancse by complete surprise
and after furious fighting the objoctivc was gainod at 1600, 2 enemy wore
known to be killed with a loss of 2 killed and 19 wounded of our own forces,
Mach booty ineluding riflcs, elothing, medieal and radis equipmont was left
behind by tho enery in an claborate bivonac estimated to accommodate 1000
men.

#% 0800 the 2nd Battalion, less G Compeny, was rolleved at the Parachute
Drop by tho Reconnsissance Troop of the 37th Division, ‘and was order:ad to
proceed to a bivouac 400 yords west of RJ-W on Baxter Road and stay in roadie
ness to assist cithor the lst or 3rd Battalions, Company H waes held at RJ-H
and assigned the miasion of protocting tho supply routcs of the lst and 2nd
Bettalions. '

The 89%th Ficld Artillory having gotton into firing positions placcd
intermittant artillery firc to the north of the 1st Battalion's positiong
taroughout the night sf August 5-6,

AUGUST 6:

The Division Commander ordered the Regimental Cozmander to bypass the
onony pocket rorth of RJ-W and to procced on to lt. Bao tho following morna
ing. Aceordirgly plens were made to have 4 and C Gompanics bypass the pocket
and contihue on with the mission of the lst Bottalion. Headquarters, B, D,
and Anti-Tank Company, which wns attached to the lst Battalion, were ordercd
to vemain in place 2nd roduce the strong paint,

A patrol from the Reginental Reconnnissance Flatoon with native seouts
roconnoiterad the Bairoko Treil to RJ-R whore onc Nip wes obscrved in a
large bivowac, Patrol returred at 1600,

Early in the morning the 3rd Battalion after securing the saddle in bow
tween the Twin Kills, was ordered to continue the advhnce townrd Zicta, Come
pany L advanced geparally northwest following the Zicta Trail for 600 yards
and ostablished o block on the trail without opposition,

It. Coloncl Benjamin Evans assumed commond of the 2nd Battolion.

The Division Commender dircoted the 89th Fiocld Artillery Battalion 4o -
support the colwn advencing on Zicta and the 140th Field artillery Bottalion,
43rd Division to support the column advancing on the Bairokoe Tradl.

AUGUST 74

At 0700 A end C Compznies moved north along the Beirsko Trail 2000 yords
5 RR passing through 2 large oncny bivouae., Fron this point traile led to
the west and north, Sceurity patrols were sont in every direction but onooun
tored no resistance.

4t 1300 mortar and 75w guns from tho Cannsn Company fired o conccontra-
tion on onemy positions north of Hill W. No cnemy fire was rciurncd and the
Jap positions were inpediately assaultad from the oneny's right flank and
secured. The remainder of the Jap: hed ted the provisus night,
any rifles, mnchine guns, bayoncts, londuines and large quantitdcs of small
arms arwnition wore cnptured. Gngincers immedistely began demolition of
the pillboxes, At 1530 the remainder of the lst Battalisn with Anti.Tonk
Company attached rejoined the loading elements of the Battalion at RJ-R,
where the Battalion biveuaced for the night.

i
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A patrol from the Regimental Reconnaissance Platoon reconnoitersd the
trail- norsh of RI-R for a distance of 1000 yards, encountered several Jap-
anese, a large bivouae avea, and dofinitely dutermined the trail as being
the Bairoko Trail,

Company G and H rejoined the 2nd Battalion, and the Bsttalion marched
west on the Baxtor Trail to RJ-J, thence north to the encmy bivouac arca
botween Twin Hills whore the Battalion minus G Conpany bivouaced in the
arca oecupied by the Ird Battalion the previous night. Company G hoving
been attached to the 3rd Battalion, continucd north on the trail with thet
Battalion, Tho Reginental Commander ordercd the 2nd Battalion to pass
;xgugh the 3rd Battalion the following morning and eontinue the advance to

A N

AUGUST _g:

. At 0200 a patrol from the let Battalion following southwest along a
trail fran RI-R contacted othor olomonts of the Regimont ncar Twin Hills on
the Zicta Trail,

4 patrol from tho lst Battalion followed the Bairoko Trail to tho north
and at 1130 had moved & distance of 3000 yords, passed through two large -
enony bivouacs and reaghed o high ridge but hed oncountercd no resistanca.
45 1600 the patrol was oinod by the romninder of the lst Battalion vwith the
Anti-Tank Company atbochod.

At 1300, Company G having passed through the advance positions of the
3rd Battallion was rojoined bv the remaindor of the 2nd Battalion. The 2nd
Battalion continucd the advance without opposition for n distance of 600
yards. At 1430 the losding clemonts of the Bottalion eame under intense
awtometic firc from the front while ontering o duep ravine flonked on both
sides by preeipitous ridges paralleling the trail, The landing company dew
ployed on cach side of the trail bub was unablc to progress more than 30 or
LO yards. an envelopment of the enemy’s right flank on the wost ridge wes
undertakens The enveloping company rcached the top of the ridge but were
stopped by sutomatic fire. A patrol succseded in skirting what appearsd to
be the cnery's left flank but after advancing 150 gards came under cross fire
from drawe to its left and right., From all reports, it became ovident that
the resistance was disposed in dopth along a ridge to the right fromt of the
leading company. At 1700 the attack was discontimued and all around defensc
prepared for the night,

The Regimental CP was moved in a drew Just north 5f Twin Hills,

The Cannon Company was attached as carrying porties to the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions,

AUGUST 9

At 0730, the lst Battalion enhtinued to advence along the Bairoks Trail
until thoy rcached the Bairoko Rivor where the Battalion bivouaced for the
night. From hore a patrol lod by the Battalion Cormander moved 4500 yards
north on the trail and contncted eloments of the First inrine Raider Regi-
mont 2t the junction »f the B-W, N-S Trails, Tho Battalion Commander ro-
ccived maps and was shown dispositions of friendly forces in the Bairoko
aras from Golonel livorscdge, tho Comanding Officor of the lst larine Raider
Rogiment and all inerican Forces in that area, The patrol then returned to
the Battalion and notified the Regimental Commander by radio of their situa-
tion end loeation,

At 1730, Commending Officor, 16lst Infentry, notified the Battalion
Comannder that his Battalion wes attached to the 1616t Infantry as por radio
rogsage from Cormanding General, 25th Infantry Division, (See Staff Journal
Oper Memo #24.} It should be noted that the original plan of the Rogimental
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Commandsr could not possibly be carried out because of the misinformation
25 to the location of Mb, Bao and trails loading to Mt. Tirokiamba., (M,
Bao was found to be much further north and cast than reported.} The Regi-
mental Commander could no longer control the lst Batbalion nor use it to
influence the situation of the remainder of the Repiment on the Zieta Trail,
and the Battalion wus therefors released fromdhis control, (The History of
the lst Battalion in the Bairoko area fallows at the ond of the New Georgia
Campaign roport.)

At 0930 the 2nd Battelion atbacked attempting to envelop the enemy's
left flenk, but mot with only limitod succscss. An advance was made of 150
ryarda, The top of the ridge onst of the trail was gained by Campany B, but
the campeny wes unable to gain complete control of the high ground. The
Regimental Camandor then osrdeved the 2nd Battalion, minus Company E, which
wes attached to the 3rad Bettalion, to make a wide envelopment of the enemyts
right flank and attempt to bypass and got in roar of the enemy resistance.
Company B wns withdrawn to tho line of depsrture in order th2t the artillery
fire eould be placed on the eneny positions in preparation for a cosrdinated
attack by the 2nd =nd 3rd Bottalions. A5 it wns imoossible to observe artile
lory fire from cny location on this terrain, it wes neccssary to acjust all
fire by sound, During this firing, unfortunntely, a defective round foll
short and exploded in the Company Z CP nrea killing 6 non~compdssioned
offfcors and wounding 6 onlisted men. Beenuse the artillory adjustment was
not eampleted until 1530, it wes declded that tho 3rd Batbtalion with Company
E attached would attack the following mor “ag. The 3rd Bottalion then moved
up and occupied the two precipitsus hills on vach aside of the trail,

In tho meantimo the 2nd Battalion, marching on a compass courss to the
wost then north, stertod its onveloping mancuver =t 1300, At 1430 the Bat-
talion cncountered considerable rifle and machine gon Tire from a line of
pillboxes on thy top of o ridgs porpundicular to their front. In the fight
that followed, two pillboxes wore destroyed, scveral machine guns kncelted
out and considersblo cnemy killeds Fire from othar uechine guns from the
loft ané hirher up on the ridge prevented n complete breek through of the
cnomy line, =nd ss it was nearly dark the Battalion withdrew 30 yords and
without digzing in set up a dofonse for the night, Throughout the night
there was considersble chopping and digglng in the cremy lincs,

#UGUST 310:

The 2nd Bebtalion was ardered £o withdraw two to three hundred yards
end throughsut the dey the artillery fired numorsus concentrations on tho
cnemy strong point.

The 3rd Buttalion with B Compony attached wre ordored to aake an attack
on the onoapds left flank., b 0900 the assaulting comncnics moved to tho
line of departure eand by 1300 they hed reachud the top of o narrow ridge held
by the cneray. The atback junped nff ot 1400, heod oragrogsed bub a short dis-
tanec when stront encny oppesition wes o rod consisting of auntonatic
end rifle firc and gronades froa well saplocod ~nd well camouflaged positions,
Stiff fighting followed but ouk linos wers unable to advance any appreciable
distance duc to the strong dofonse nositisne of the Japanese. st 1700 the
order was ziven bo ddg in for the night and o cordsn dofense was ostablished,

The Reginental Commonder renuestod thet tanks be nttached to the Reglment,

The 3rd 32tt~Llion of the L48th Infantry, port of the Iiversedge foreo in
the Boiroko arca, was roported to have oceunded ift, Tirokdanba unopposed,

In the atvance north alons the Zicta Trofl the Rogimonial CP £ollowed
¢losoly in roar of tho attacking ochelons,

b=




AUGUST 13

A 0730 following a 30 minute artillery preparation the 2nd Battalion
again pushed forwerd swinging further to the left in an attempt to envelope
the resistance encountered the previous day. After advancing 300 yards the
leading elements of the Battalion suddenly met & heavy grenade barrage fol-
lowed immediately by rifle and machine gun fire at close range fram well pre~
pared positions. No sooner had the attack started when the Japanese launched
a counter attack against the right flank of the Battalion.. The attack was
repulsed. Throughout the remainder of the morning and most of the afternsen
the 2nd Battalion repeatedly attacked the Nips positions on the copmanding
ground without effecting a breakthrough and with numerous casuslties being
inflicted on both sides, The Battalion dug in on the ground they had taken,
Surprisingly, a relatively quiet night was spent with the two front lincs
only a few feet apart. .

At 1100 the 3rd Battalion with Compony E attached extonded thoir ldnes
further to the right and preparation was made for an attack. A4k 1300 the
attack was launched west and north towards Zieta Treil. Using smoke grenades
and intense rifle and machine gun firc combined with aggrossive movemsnt,
the Japanese wero pushed back and several machine gun smplacements destroyed,
About, this time tho tanis arrived and it was decided to coordinate the ate
taclk with the tanks spearheading the assault. Bocause of the marshy terrain
it besame evident that the tanks could not be eamployed and because of oncome
ing darkndss the initial success could not be followed up.

AUGSE 12:

At dawm, the Regimental Commander ordercd both the 2nd and 3rd Battale
ions o pull back soveral hundred yards in order that artillery could bo
placed on the Japanese positions, In order to take advantage of the artil-
lory fire which continued intensely throughout the morning a coordinated
atback of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions was ordored with the artillery lifting
only whon the safoty of the attack echelons made such action nccessary.

The attack got under way at 1000 preceded by two tanks. Upon reaching

the area of previous resistance it was found that the encmy had cvecuated
and the Regimental Commander ordered sn immediate pursuit by the 3rd Battal.
don across the Zieta River with the 2nd Battalion in reservc maintaining con-
Lect with the 3rd Battalion.

Tho attack commoncod at 1300 ecross the Ziota River boyond which the
tanks could not pass, By 1600 the forward slements of the Battalion had
reached a point approximntely 1000 yards south of Zieta Village. The Bat-
talion gncountered an encmy outpost withdrawing to the north and hoard chop-
ping and digging, Beliaving that tho oncmy thus located was probably the
same group that had been opposing the Regiment ell the way from RI-J, and
that they were digging in for further dolaying action an Lwmcdiate attack
was ordercd:s The Battalion quickly oncountercd machine guns, grenades, and
sniper fire. The latcnees of the day precluded the furthor development of
the Nip positions and orders werc given to dig in for the night.

Elaments of the 3rd Battalion, L48th Infantry advaneing on Ziota frem
the north reported that they had reached a point 1400 yards north of Zicta.

Coloncl Douglas Sugg, abscnt sick, returned snd assumed cammand of the
27th Infantry,

At 180Q 2 patrol from the Rogimontal Roconncissance Platoon with notive
scouts returned aftor having mnde a reeonnaigsance of Pirn Plantation, Tho
patrol left the Regimental CP at 0800, 10 dugust, skirted to the east of
the resistance at Zicta, made contact with the 3rd Battelion of the 14&th -
Infantry on k. Tirokiamba sugust 1lth, then procceded wost to Piru Plantation,
making a reconnaissance of the plantation tho might of sugust 11-12. The
patrol reported a mangrove swamp 3000 yards wide botween it. Tivokiomba and
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the plantation, and continuous barge activity in the Hathorn Sound on-the
night of 4ugust 11-12. The patrol was challenged and chased by.two small
groups of enemy and were unable to meke a complets reconnaissance of the
plantation and determine the exact number of enemy or extent of his active
ity. The patrol returned to the Regiment by way of M, Tirckinmba where
contact was made with the 16lst Infantry who hed replaped the 3rd Battalion
of the W8th Infantry on August 1lith,

AUGUST 13¢

On the Zieta Trail the sttack was held up until artillery could be
placed on the enemy positions. The 3rd Battalion withdrev approximately
150 yards, Hegistration, sensing campletoly by sound, was begun at 1010
and completed at 1100, at which time a 20 minute preparation was fired.
The loading elements of the Battalion moved 23 closoly as possible to the
artillery fire during the closing minutes and the attack was starbed at
1120, It was dlscovered that Nip snipers had moved in following our with-
drawal for artillery fire. The Battalion quickly fought its way up the
line of departure and progressed a short distance beyond the advance of
the previous day. The leading companies were pinned to the ground by the
superior fire power of mutually supporting machine guns as well as intense
spiper and grensde fire, and the dense jungle made observation prect.ica.'ny
nil. Aoy attempt of riflemen to work their way forward was mct by 2 hail
of antomatic fire. The Battalion attempted enveloping both of the onemy's
fionks. On the Japanese right flank the same type of resistance was en-
conntored and on their left flank the enveloping unit was forced to make
too wide an envelopment becouse of a swamp and no> contact was made with the
eney. OCasuslties throughout the day were heavy.

The 2nd Battalion, less E Company, which was attached to the 3rd Bate
talion, remained in reserve furnishing flank pratection for the 3rd Battalion
August 13, 1k, and 15th,

A patrol from H Company located and placed a block across the enemy's
supply 2nd evacuation route leading from Zieta Village wost to the sea.
During the night August 1314, the patrol killed all members of a T-man
carrging party.

AUGUST 142

The 3rd Battalion resumed the attack at 1730. The fire was even aore
intense than the previous day, and the Battalion was still unable to advanee.
A company was again ‘sent around the cnemy's loft flank but as on the day
before was forced to make too wide a sweep because of the swamp and did not
locate the Nips left Flank.

At 00 8lmm mortar positions had been clearcd in the Jungle and fire
was adjusted by sound and walked in to the minimum range for safety of troops.
With the Battalion reinforced by more awtomatic fire and with the mortarse in
support, cnother attempt to move forward was mede with the same results as
before.

4 bridge had been cohstructed across the Zista River by Company C,
65th Engineers, who had bsen following and maintaining the supply lines of
the Regiment 2ll the ray from Ri~J,

At 1500 four light Marine tanks which had been reoquested by the
Regimental Commander arrived at the 3rd Battalion. The tanks were guided
to the front and passcd through the attacking riflemen. One tanmk immediately
bocame blinded and withdrew, The other tanks moved forwerd in line tlosely
followed by the Infantry, The tanks firing both 37mm guns and machine guns
drew the fire of the entire Jap lines, Several pillboxes were destroyed dur-
ing this operation yet no approciable slackeoning of onmemy fire could be noted.
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The tenks were forced to withdraw to replonish thoir anmuniticn and the
lateness of the hour preventad ancther attack being nade:.  The Battalion
had made & net advancs of 50 yards during the day. Casualties were fairly

heavy,

AUGUST 15:

At 0800 the 2nd Battalion preceded by four light tanks passed through the
3rd Battalion in an attack on the same enemy positions, which had been de-
laying the 3rd Battalion for three days. No resistance was oncountered,
the Japancse having withdrawn during the night. The Battalion passed through
well prepared Jap emplacements, and by noon reach Zicts Village. Patrols
were gent out to locate the enemy but returned with a negative report. Con-
tact was made with the 3rd Battalion, 1A8th Infantry which had been ocated
for sometime on a hill overlooking Zieta Village, but which had made no con-
tact vith the enemy,

In the meantims the block cstablished by Company ¥ west of Zieta had
boen maintained. On the night of August 1i-15, an estimated 200 enemy es~
tabliched a bivouac a short distance from the trail bleock., This group of
Japancse was undoubbédly the same group that had been fighting a delaying
action along the Zieta Trail. At dawn the Japancse force broke camp and
moved down the trail dircetly into tho ambush, After the initial sarprise
the enemy launched vigorous attacks ageinst the block and completely en-
circled its all-around defcnse. ter five and one half hours of continmous
fighting, the platoon leader, finding that his men had only-a few rounds of
ammenition and two hand gremades left and not knowing that reinforcements
had besn sent to his assistance, succeeded in breaking through the enemy
lines and returning o the Rogiment., At & cost of two mon killed and seven
wounded this platoon Jilled 60 Jepanose (actual count at a later date) and
wounded many othocrs,

The 3rd Battalion following closely behind the 2nd Battalion into Zieta
was orderod to reccnnoiter the trail west of Ziets and locate the H Company
block. At 1300 about 500 yards from Zicta, Company L located the blogk then
unoceupded and continued to move westward along the trail. A% 1500 sniper
fire wes encounterad,

Campany L reinforced by Company K attacked the onemy resistance but
darimess prevented the complete annihilation of the onemy force and the
attacking units dug in for the night. Throughout tho night harrassing
artillery fire was placed along the trail to the west of the 3rd Battalion
lines,

AUGUST 16:

At 0800 the attack was resuncd by Companies K and L but again the enemy
had withdrawn and no opposition was met, The two companics advanced to Lalu
channel passing through two unoceupied enomy bivonacs, 4 Jap landing dock
and several engineer boats were located at Lulu Chamnel, This landing had
been used as a supply and evacuation point for the enemy troops along the
Zieta Trail. An outpost wos imnzdiately cstabiished to deny tha cneny fure
ther usc of the channel,

Zieta Village having been eaptured and contact lost with the eneny, the
Regimontal Commander immediately made plans to proceed with the Rogimental
mission of clearing the area fron- Sunday Inlet to Pirn Plantation, inclusive,
The 3rd Battalion, 148th Infantry,  was attached to the Reglment. (Sse Staff
Journal (M #26, Hq. 25th Infantry Division,)

A
The 2nd Battalion reliecved the 3rd Battalion of the L48th Infantry on
Zieta Hiil and continued patrolling to the north, east, and west, The 3rd
Battalion, 148th Infantry, bivouaced on Ziots Village,
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AUGUST 17:

Company K was relieved by Company I at Lulu Channel and returned
to the Battalion bivouse at Zieta Village,

After recelving oral orders from theConmanding General, 25th In~
fantry Division (Sce Staff Journal OM #27, Hq. 25th Infantry Division)
the Rogimental Commander issued the Regimental'plan of operations to'the
Battalion Commonders. {Sce Staff Journal, OM #1, Hq. 27th Infantry),
Tho 2nd Battalion was to make a vigorous reconnaissance to the west and
northwest with a view to otcupying Piru Plantatisn at the earliest prace
ticable date and denying the use of Diamond Narrows to the enemy. The
3rd Battalion was to follow and maintain contact with the 2nd Battalion
and the 3rd Battelion, 148th Infantry, was to maintain contect with the
3rd Battallon, 27th Infantry.

Sectrity and reconncissance patrols reconnoltered to the nrorth, east,
and werta . Mo oontact was fide with the enemy,

AUSUST 38:

Companies % and I were relioved by a detachment of the 148th Infantry
and rejsined the 3rd Battalisn at Zicta Village.

A patrol from the Regimental Rocomnaissanco Platoon with native scouts -
roturned from Sunday Inlet at 1400, The patrol which had left Regiment 0800,
Avgust 15th, reconnoitered along the south and west of Sunday Inlet to Hsthorn
Sound. The patrol reported mangrove swamp the cntire distance from Ms,
Tirokiamba to Hathorn Sound, but saw no Nips and little signs of them having
boen to Sunday Inlet, .

The Regimental Commander-mads a perscnal rogonnaissance in an obsope
vation planc over New Goorgia, ‘and reperted what appeared to be high graund
between Piru Plantation and Mb. Tirckiamba. This®same observabion was nade
by the Commanding General, 25th Infantry Division, who observed the area from
the alr the previous day. This high ground looked as if it might he a suite
able raute to Piru Plantatinn and extensive ground patrolling was ordered
to locate it. (This high ground at & later date was found to be a spetion
of the swamp which was woodod with exceptionally high trees.)

AUGUST 19: |

The 2nd Battalior following azimuth course advanced 3000 yards north-
west of Zicta through swamp toward Piru Plantation with the 3rd Battalion
following in an attempt to5 loeate the high ground reported having been seen
from the air,

The Regimental Gommander made a porsonal reconnaissanee to M,
Tirokiamba contacting the 161gt Infantry,

AUGUST 20:

The 2nd Battalicn advanced an additional 600 yerds and ran into-a
bog. Patrols the size of & platoon were sent out to the north, west, and
south in an attempt to locate the high ground across the swamp.,

Patrols from the 3rd Battalion which travelled wost in an attempt to
locate a southern route to Pirn likowlse reported gwamp in that area,

At 1700 tho Regimental Commander decided to abandon the search for
the high ground and plans were made to blaze a tyail directly through the
swamp £o Piru using the same route fs1lowed by the reeonnaissance patrol
of August 10-12,
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AUGUST 21:

The Rogimental Commander issued the Regimental Plans of- Operation
(Ses Staff Journal OM #2 Hg. 27th Infantry). The 2nd Battalion, leaving
their present location dugust 21 and followed by thé 3rd Battalion, was to
follow & trail blazing party through the swamp, arrive in rear of Piru
Plentetion August 22, bivouac there for the night, and make & surprise
asseult on the plantation the following morning,

In accordance with the Regimentel Commander's instructions an advance
party consisting of members of the Regimental Reconnalssance Platoon, trail
blazing detall from the 3rd Battalion and & wire detail, left the 3rd Bat.
talion C.P, at 0900 and cut & trail through mangrove swamp (which ranged
from kiiee to hip deep) following an azimuth of 270 degrees. At 1400 the
detail arrived 800 yards in rear of the plantation and bivouaced for the
night,

Meanwhile the 2nd Battalion backtracked 2000 yards to the south and
proceeded west along the marked route bivouacing just to the east of the
mangrove swamp,

AUGUST 22:

Throughout the morning an OP was established Just in resr of the plan-
tation, sscurity outposts were located to protect the 2nd Battalion advancing
through ths swamp, and reconnaissance made for a Battalion assembly area,

At 0700 the 2nd Battalion proceeded scross the swamp arriving 800 yards
in rear of the plantation opposite Cutter Point in the afterncom. A bive
ouac with all-around defense was prepared for the night. In the afternoon
the Battalion Commander with his Company Commanders made a personal roeone
naissance in rear of the plantation and preparations were mede for securing
the plantation the following morning,

The 3rd Battalion followed the 2nd Battalion occupying the old 2nd
Battslion bivouae to the east of the gwamp.

AUGUST 23:

At 0700 the leading elements of the Battalion entered Piru pushed on
to Hathorn Sound, Cne Cempany advanced to the north and two Companies ad-
vanced south sweeping the entire plantation, but mesting no opposition,
The last of the enemy had evacuated the provious day (as evidenced by the
report of an OP and dead cattls left behind) leaving food, oquipment, and
prepared defensive positions,

The Regimental Commandér arrived on the plantation just prior to noon
and the 3rd Battalion shortly after,

The Reglment had completed an overland movement of 22 miles pursuing
the enemy over gountainous Jungle and treacherous swemp opersting and sup-
plying iteelf under extremely difficult conditions of terrain and vieathor,
The Regiment which had arrived on New Georgia approximately two-thirds to
strength, lost 42 men KIA and 137 Wik {See Intel, Annex for anemy losses),

The Regimental Commander ordered that beach oositions be prepared with
the 2nd Battalion on the left in the Diamond Narrows area and the 3rd Bat~
talion on tho right extending 500 yards north of Cutter Point.

At 0200 the first of three parachute drops of food and ammunition was
recoived.
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AUGUST 24:

Early in the morning 25 - 30 Japanese were reported on-Nauro Island
across from Diamond Narrows., 8lmm Mortar and small arms fire was ime
mediately laid on the enemy personnel and positions threughout the day
with unobserved results.

AL 0730 a combat patrol was sént to Sunday Inlet along the coast, the
patrol passed through one cnemy bivouac, but encountered no enemy.

AUGUST 25 - SEPTEMBER 10:

On August 25th a Higgins boat bringing suppliesg to the Hegiment re~
ceived heavy machine gan fire from the southwast bvank of Diamond Narrowa:
and turnod back, B

On August 26th, part of Headquerters Company and one platoon of
Cannon Company joined the Regiment across the ewamp.

On Aqgast 27th the 3rd Battalion, 148th Infantry reverted to the cone
trol of ths 37th Division (See Staff Journal QM #26, Hq. 25th Infantry
Division).

On September hth the rear CP which had remained at Zieta, the remainder
of Headquarters Company, Cannon Company, and Service Company with supplies
rejoinod the Regiment at Piru Plantation and a system 8f supplying by water
was established.

The poriod August 25 ~ Septenber 10 was spont improving beach positions,
patrolling to Sunday Inle:, east across the swainp, and the Lulu Channel ond
Zieta River area by engincer bost. Except for regular nightly bombings from
which there were only two casuplties, thore was no other enemy activity.

On Septerber 10th, the lst Battalion, 27th Infantry, wns attached to the
43rd Division at Enogai.

FIRST BATTALION COMPAT REPORT
AUGUST 10 TO SEPTEEER 23

AUGUST 10:

At 1500 the lst Batt~lion, 27th Infantry, bivouaced on the- Briroko River,
was notified by radic communication from the Commending General, 25th Inf-
antry Division that the Battolion wes debached from the 16lst Infantry and
attached to the Liversedge Fores which wns comprised of the 16lst Infantry,
Lst Battalion l45th Infantry, 3rd Battalion l48th Infantry, and 1st and
3rd Morine Raider Battalions,

The situation in the Baircke area at the time the lst Battalion, 27th
Infantry arrived in the aren was as follows: The 1st Marine Raider- Regiment
comprising the let and 3rd Raider Battalions with the lst Battalion, 145gh
Infantry, and 3rd Battalion, 148th Infentry attached had landed at Rice
Archorage early in July, taken Enogai Inlet from the Hipe®, attacked Bairoko
Harbor without artillery support, and were repeatedly repulsed suffering
severe casualties. On August 10th, the Liversedge force was awalting for
artillery support to errive, and gathering strength for a coordinated drive
against Bairoko Harbor., Bairoko Harbor was the eneny's main supply port
for the entire New Georgla area, and an elaborate system of defsnses employ.
ing artillery and pillboxes had been prepared,
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AUGUST 11: e

At 0700, after supplies which had been carried from RI-R were issued,
the Battalion moved through a block of the 161st Infantry oft the N=S, E-W
trails and reached Kelly's Bar at 1700 after a march.of 6 miles and relieved
the lst and 4th Marine Raider Battalions and 1st Battalion of the 145th
Infantry in that area.

AUGUST 312:

The Battalion was given the mission of patrolling from Kelly's Bar to
the north and east of the Bairoko River,

August 12 through August 17, ambush, combat, and reconnaissance patrols
patrolled Bills 4~ 5, Baircko Inlet along the north trail, and to the east
of Bairokc Harbbr, with contact being made daily with the enemy and a number
of them being killed, Contact was also mainteined with the 1ist Infantry
and Marines,

AUGUST 15¢

Carge” planes made a parachute drop of supplies to the Battalion of
ammunition, food, and medicine. Native bearers were used to carry supplies
from Enogal Inlet. The Battalion was instructed to remain in place until
adequate supplies could be built up for the next move toward Bairoko,

AUGUST 18 . 19:

The 15t Battalion occupied HEIl 4 - 5. The Anti-Tank Company rematned
in position and pontinued to carry supplies forward to the Zattallon.

AUGUST 20:

Forward observers of the 140th Pield Artillery joined the Battalion,
and the artillery was preparing to move into positien to support the Battalion,

AUGUST 23:

A security patrol roconnoitered the area o the Battalion!s left flank,
Tho patrol travelléd southwest for 500 yards to the Bairoko River, but made
no contact with the enemy and returned at 1600,

AUGUST 22:

The Battalion Commander with a patroel of 30 men made a personal recon-
naissance for a route of approach for an attack on Bairoko, The patrol
travelled north for 1500 yards to Hill § for which thore was excollent ob=
servation to Bairoke Harbor.

AUGUST g3:

At 0845 a patrol reconnoitcred the area to tho west of HIlL #9 Looking I
for a Nip O? which had been previously reported in that area. Fresh tracks
wore found in that arca but no enenmy wore to be found.

A 0945 an artillory OP was ostablished on HILl #9 to observe enemy ace
tivity in Bairoko Harbor, large fires had been reported in the harbor the
night of August 22nd and it was helieved the enany was burning all supplies
and equipmont in preparation for a complete evacuation of Bairoko Harbor,
Plans were immediately made to attack Bairoko Harbor the following morning.
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AUGUST ph: .

A% 0800 the Battalion left their bivouac, occupied hilt #9 in force
at 1030 and pushed on to Baircke Inlet, passing through three large bivouac
aroas which had recently been evacusted, and arrived at Bairoko Inlet withe
out opposition, From examination of the arca and from onemy activity heard
the previous night, it was detorminsd the evacuation had taken place the
night of August 23-24, Contact was made with the Lélst Infantry on the op~
posite side of the inlet, Tho Battalion bivonaced at the inlet that night,

AUGUST 25:

At 0700 Colonel Liversedge and the Battalion Commander contacted the
lst Battalion of the 145th Infantry which had occupied the northeastern
section of the harbor the previous aftornocon. Instructions-wero given by
Colonel Liversodge for the defense of the arca Sunday Inlet, ~ Enogai Inlet,
The lst Battalion, 27th Infantry was given the mission of defonding the east
side of Baircke Harbor.

AUGUST_26:

The Battalion set up dofensive positions at Bairoke Inlet and salvage
wab begun on enemy equipment abandoned in that area.

AUGUST 27+

The Battalion was ordered to move to Enogai Imlet to relicve the lst
larine Raider Regiment and with the 1i5th Infantry sttached, eatablished a
defense of that area.

The Batbalion had completad an overland movement of 23 miles over
mountainous junglc operating and supplying itself under extremely difficuls
conditions of terrain and weather.

lst Battalion, 27th Infantry, relisved from abbached to tha lst Mardne
Raider Rogiment and attached to the 16lst Infantry,

SEPTEMBER 15:

1st Battalion, 27th Infantry relisved fmm'abtacment to the 16lst In-
fantzy and attached to the 43rd Division, (Ses Staff Journal, OM 31, Hq.
25th Infantry Division.)

From August 27th to September 24th at which time the Battalion reverted

to the control of the 27th Infantry Regiment, the 1st Battalion maintained
boach defenso at Enogai.
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CAMPAIGN AGATHST THE JAPANE: -

ARUNDEL, BRITISH SOLGMON TSLANDS

AND QCCUPATION OF KOIOMBANGIRA ISLAND

During the time the 27th Infantry was st Piry Plantation, Arundel Is.
land was patrolled by elemerts of the 43rd Division., After patrols had
croased the island and the slight resistance had been overcome, Arundel was
officially announced as cleared. 4 few days later, however, patrols encoun-
terad enemy strong-points on North Arundel, the main defenses guarding
Blackett Straib, the narrow strip of watar separating Arundel from Kolam—
bangara.

The entire coast of North Arandel is vold of suitable landing beaches,
all approaches teing dense Jungls, mangrove swamps, snd core) rock, The
typical Solomon Islands rain forest genarally covering the entire ares.

SEPTBICEER 10:

At 0900 the components of the 27tk Infantry at Piru were ordered to
prepare to move with combat equipment later in the days In the aftermoon
the Regiment (less the lst Battallon and Anti-Tank Company at Enogai Inlet)
boarded three LLT's and procesded to Bustling Point, For the Arundel oper=
ation the 27th Infamtry was attached to the 43rd Division, The Commanding
Officer, 27th Infantry, was placed in command of all units on North, Arundel,
Attached to the 27th Infantry were units of the 1&9th and 172nd Infantry,

The bulk of the Japanese forces were concentratod on Sagekarass Island
and the cammanding terrain of Bombos Peninsula dmmediatoly south of Sago-
karasa, The plan of the Regimental Commander Was strategically bold and
simple, The 2nd Battalion wag 1o attack swiftly to the east and drive the -
enemy on Bogboe Peninsula into the supposed block held by the lst Battalion,
172nd Infantry, running north from the castern extremity of Bombos Iagoon.
By the time the eneny would have contacted the block our forces would have
cleared the torrain south of Stepping Stons Island, preventing the enemy
on Bemboe Peninsula from Joining those on Sagekarasa. The two groups could
then be destroyed separetely, the Bomboe force boing caught betweed two
pincers, and Sagekarasa being cleared by the 3rd Battalion.

SEPTEMEER 11:

The 2nd Battalion proceeded by small personnel craft from Bustling Point
to the landing point at East Bomboe. The defense block of Hast Bonboe, main-
tained by a company of the 169th Infantry, was passed through by two compan~
des, and the high terrain to the east of the landing was secured in prepars-
tien for the attack the following morning,

The Regimentel Command Post was astablished at Bomboe Vililage.
SEPTEMBER 12:

The attack to the east was launched by the 2nd Battalion, two companies
abreast, at 0730, left and right flanks secured by the north sad sauth shores
of the narrow peninsula. . By 1030 the assanlt companies had passed through a
froshly evacusted enemy bivouac area of approximately 200 troops some 1300
yards east of.‘the lino of doparture, Resistanco was met in the vicinity of
the 62 grid linc but was quickly overcome. Another freshly evacuated bivouac
area was encounteréd, and from this point on delaying forcos of at lonst one
aubomatic weapon and several riflemen were met succassively at regular inters
vals of two to three hundred yards. These forces werc overcome as they ware
mot, and by 1600 the assault had advanced 3000 yards.
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The morning of the 12th the 3rd Battalion followsd the route of the
2nd Battalion to East Bomboe, 4t 1430 one company placed a block at each
end of e north « south trail running through the bivonse area the 2nd Babe
talion had passed near the 62 grid line,

SEPTEMBER 13:

4 0730 the attack of the 2nd Bettalion was resumed with resistance
eéncountered 350 yards to the east. Tho advance was slowly continued until
the left assault company was pinned down by intense heavy and light machine
gun and rifle fire, The right company, having met only slight resistance,
abtemptad to flank the enemy, but were stopped by intense fire after reach-
ing the crest of high ground to the northeast. The Battalion suffered eight
caseslties during the day, .

The 3rd Battalion, agsigned the mission of ¢loaring Sagekarasa, moved
to the area south of Stepping Stone Island, the best approach to the objec-
tive. After a reconnaissance from the northern shore of the peninsula one
company waded the neck~high strait, The company was to make the crossing to
Sbépping Stone, and if the island wore cloar, to proceed to Sagekarasa,
driving through to the north shore., Depending on the opposition met by the
leading company, another was to drive across Sagekarasa, parallal to and
west of the leading company. A platoon of 4.2 chemical nortars attached
to the Regiment Propared supporting concentrations in conjunction with the
Battalions guwn mortars.

The current’ around Stopping Stone was swift and most of the island was
3 mangrove swimp, however, the crossiag was successfully accomplished, Are
tillery fire fram Bustling Point had driven the Nip installations to the
western end of the island, and the move of the Battalion was unopposed.

Some infilttrators and one column of Nips approached the waslern company's
lines, but all wers killod or driven off,

To protect the left flank of the Regiment tho autlying islands west of
Bagekarasa were sutposted. Bafore dawn the Regimental Reconniaissance Platoon
with twelve men from the 3rd Battalion patrolled the islands, and when they
wors cleared, the 169th Infantry outposted them. The patrols paddled assault
boats under cover of darkness to within 100 yards of the shore and swam the
remaining distance with full combat equipment., Islands 4 - 10 were outposted
13 September, and 1 ~ 3 the l4th,

SEPTEMEER 14:

Repeated attempts on 13 September to contact and definitely determine
the location of the lst Battalion, 172nd Infantry, were unsuccessful., The
2nd Bettalion had reached the point supposedly blocked by this Battalion with
no signs of them, A4 patrol by-passed the Hips and contacted the Battalion-
somewhat farther esst than had been expected, The block was not in effect,
the lst Bettalion, 172nd Infantry, being a composite unit of only 250 men,
all suffering from fatizue and lack of food. The unit was ordersd to attack -
on an azimuth of 290 depgrees and contact the right flank of the 2nd Battalion,
27th Infantry, Strong resistance was net, and the unit was ordered to by-
Pass it and join the 27th Infantry,

During the day and night several fire fights ensued as the opposing
forces felt out their fronts and improved their positions,

Shortly after daylight the 3rd Battalion on Sagekarasa engaged in a
brisk fire fight with eneny forces from the west who employed light machine
guns and grenades,

In the late afterncon the sporadic firing that had been taking place
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during the day suddenly increasdd in intensity us the enemy atbempted to
work into our lines, Ilight machine guns and grenades prevented an inemy
broak-through, although at times the Nips, hidden by the demse Jungle
growth, advanced to within a few yards of our positions,

4t 2115 the OP on Ysland #1 reported-barges approaching the norih—
vest shore Zt Sagekarasa. During the day, observers on Island #1 had
adjusted concentrations on this known enemy barge 1a.ndmg." 'Ihas: concen—
trations, consisting of light and medium artillery and 4.2" and 8l mm
morter fire, were laid down with unobsorved results. .

SEPTEMERR 15:
ir de-
The 1st Battalion and Anti Tank Company were released from the
fensive assignment at Enogai Inlet, The Battalion procesded 4o Bustling
Point, blvouacing here for the night.

Dur the morning the lines of the 2nd Battalion were strengthened
by the ewigosihe unit of the 172nd Infantry, and an attack was launched at
1150, Tae attack met with little success, and the Nips counteved, Mng
2 small penetration which was quickly thrown back. Casualtics were heavy
on both sides,

Shortly after daylight the enemy on Sagekaraaa.attucked along tm_a on=
tire west line. Agein the dense jungle growth permitted the eneny to" ad-
vance unobserved to within a fow fcet of our positions, but as before, gro-
nades and iight machine guns prevented a break-through. &lmm mortars
searched parallel to 4nd as close as 35 yards in front of the 3rd Battalion) .
lines, Notween mortar rounds intense smll arms fire was laid down to preven
the Nips oscaping from the impact area of the mortars,

The onemy was obviously reinforeing from Kolombangars by barge at
night. The Regisontal Con r ted a'naval N v ) ar
similar craft to be placed under his control, eliminating norqal communican-
tion channels and permitiing immediate counter action against the reinfore.
ing barge actlvity. The request wes disapproved, and the iength of time cone
samed in requosting navel assistance through normsl channels was so great
(communication to New Georgia was very peor snd elow) that we had to rely
solely on our own Infantry and Field Artillery weapons to combat this ac-
tivity whlch each night was strengbhoning the enemy to our front.

SEPTEMEER, 16:

The 1st Battalion moved from Bustling Point to east Bomboe and went
into position in rear of the right flank of the 2nd Battalion,

Nip positions in front of the 20d Batdelion were hoavily shelled, and
intermittept eutomatic and rific Ziring continued throuzhout the day.

“At 1630 six light tanks landed at Dast Bomboe and moved to tho rear of
the 2nd Zattalion, rainfall covering the noise of ‘the tanks. This coupled
with the seeming impossibility of either landing or employing tonks on
Bomboe Peninsula afforded a complete advantage of surprise,

On Eagsite.rasa the 3rd Battalion, following an 8% mm mortar preparation,
attacksd, three companics abroast, to the west, Enemy resistance was determined
and intonse, and only 200 yards were gained during the day, each foot bitterly
contested.

*Nip barges were active shortly after dark, The concontrations were
laid, and the barges turned east. Direct hits werc seored by a 37mm Anti
Tank gun and two 50 cal, machine suns on the north shore, Those bargew
not sunk retired to Kolombangara.
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SEPTEMEER 17: : P

The 1st and 2nd Battelions combined for & coordinated attack at O740
along an azimuth of 60 degrees. The tanks, in waves of thres, spearheaded
the attack, the second wave protecting the first. The Infantry troops fol-
lowod closuly behind the tanks which moved by bounds: Cannister and HE
amunition was fired by the tanks' 37mm guns at doint-blank range. The
tanks were controlled by radic from the 2nd Battalion Commend Post which
also had telephone commmication with tha front-line company commanders
who located many of the enomy machins gun positions. The attack broke
through to the sea arcund noon, pinching off the coutor of onemy resistance.
After reorganization the advance was pushed to tho oast. Another 350 yards
was reachod before inereased resistance and the approach of nightfall neces-
sitated digging in for the night.

This suceessful tank-supported attack apparently caught the Nips by
surprise. Many freshly killed bodies were found in addition te numerous
hastily-covered shallow gravesy

Throughout the day mortars and artillery shelled wostern Sagekarssa,
SEPTENEZR 18:

The 1st Battalion, using two tanks, launched a limited objective at-
tack Lo improve positions. After a short gain the Nips counterattacked
but were driven back with heavy losscs, howevér, both tanks wora put out
of action; one caught fire, and the other wag hit by Anti Tank fire,

The Anti Tank Company was attached to the 3rd Battallon as a rifle
campany and ordered to advance east along Sagokarasa; and 1f not opposed,
to eross to the western end of the adjoining peninsula and thore cmplace
2 block., The move was effected, and the company bagan to organize the
blocki - Bofore positions could ba dug or fields of fire eleared, the Nips
attacked in force, The position became untenable, withering fire being
brought dewn by the eneny, end the company withdrew, The withdrawal eould
not have been suceossfully effected had not the 2nd Battalion on Bombos
Peninsula been able to lay heavy flanking fire across the Nip front.

In the afternoon two companias from the lst Battalion were alss ate
tached to the 3rd Battalion. A%ler a preparation of artillery and mortar
Tire en attack was launched to the west, meoting with 1ittle success. Nip
light and heavy machine gun fire was intenss,

SEPTEMEER 19:

During the morning additional tanks were moved in rear of the 2nd
Battalion, bringing the total to eleven, All eloven tanks were employed
abreast, the entire line advancing by a sories of short Bounds. After
each short advance the wozpong of all tanks thoroughly mwept the entire
ares to their front. The assault companies mainteined close physical cone
tact with the tanks at all times. This plan depended on the sweeping pre-

demoralize the enemy, The attack was highly succes}!ul, overrunning the
enoay positions and breaking his will to resist, 450 yards wers gained
by this attack,

On Sagekarasa the attack to the west was resumed at 0830, precoded
by & more intense artillery and mortar preparetion. The seme resistance

was met, but a few Nip positions were reduced by flome throwers and anti
tank grenades, :

During the night naval guns on Kolombangora heavily shelled Sagekarasa
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and Bomboe Peninsula, This was obviously an abtemptod diversion of -atten-
tion from the heavy barge activity heard around the northwestern ond of
Sagekarasa. Whether the enemy was reinforeing or evacusting was not known,
The preparod barge concentrations were laid, ainking at least one barge,

SEPTEMBER, 20:

A% (900 the attack on western Sagekarasa was resumed. The western end
of the island was reached with vory light opposition. The barge activity
the night before had been an evacuation.

SEPTEMEEF, 21:

A ceordinated advance to the east was begun at 0830. The units on
Bomboe Peninsula kept ebreast of the units likewise moving along Segekarasa
Peninsula. After mopping up a few stragglers the Rogiment contacted units
;f l:ﬁe 4Jra Division thus reducing the last of enemy rosistance on Arundel

sland.

In reviewing the action on North Arundel it is well to vemomber that
the 27th Infantry was considerably understrength in officers and men. The
Roglment had been in the Solomons arca for over eight ronths and had par-
ticipated in the goneral attack on Guadalcanal which drove the Japanese into
the scz ab Kokumbona as well as the gruelling pursult of the enamy on New
Georgia from Mundn to Baircks and Piru Plantation. In spite of all this,
the Regi ad at timos, letely annihilated or drovg off
Arundel 211 of the 13th Japancse Imporial Infantry, "The Pride of South
dJapan.®

From prisonors takon later on Kolombangars it was loarmed that the
13th Infantry hed been given a mission of Yholding out to the end® on
4randel, From the perlod 13 ~ 18 September the enemy reinforced and cvace-
usted chsualties from Sagokarasa each night.

During the Arundel operation at least 600 Japanese, including the
Regimental Commander, his successar, and two Battalion Commanders s wers
killed. In addition to this the entire westorn end of Sagekorasa is lite
tered with shallow Japsnese graves, and for severzl days bodios of those
who had desperately tried to swim to Kolombangars were scen floating near
the island and peninsula. Estimate about 400 of the cnemy wore evacuated
by barge to Kolambangara. :

QCCUPATION OF KOIQMBANGARA ISLAND
SEPTRUEER 21 - OCTORER Lt

Follawing the evacuation of the remainder of the Japancse forees from
Arundel Teland on 21st the Regi 1 Combat Team (89th Field Ar-
tillery Bsttalion sttached) now reverted to the control of the Commanding
General, 25th Infantry Division, was assigned the mission of defending the
north coact of Arundel Island and bombarding with artiliery the enemy-held
airport of Vila, Kolombangara Island, 1200 yards scross Blackett Strait.

On Ockober 2nd, two reconneissance patrols which had reconnoitered the
south coast and the Vila-Hamberi trail respectively, roturned having been
gone since Septamber 29th and reported that the cneny were evocueting from
Kolombangara Island,
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