PRODUGEDAT THE NATICNAL ARCHIES

UO% EEPORT SECOND_BATTALION B7TH INPANTRY

CAMPAIGN AGATNST THE JAPANESS

ARUNUEL, BRITISH SOLOMOR ISLANDS
{Period: Sept. 20 - 21, 1943)

AL U900 on [he morning of September 10, 1943 the battalion re-
ceived the order Lo prepare to move the battalion immediately with combnt
equipment {rom iis rest eamp on Ondongo Isltand, At 1545 the battalion em-
barked io two [CT Barges from the Causeway on Ondongo,Island, and arrived at
Busgell Foint, arundel Island at 1730 and bivouaced for the night.

‘The strength of the batialisn at this time was 432 men and 21
officers or approximulely one third of the authorized strength, Morals of

the Lroops was good.

Beginning al
in persornel carriers
{5747 = 69,1), on &ru
Companles "Ga, "EN, o
move was somploted by
"Gv and Gampany "B w
peninguls by Company
to mecure favorable g

1020 of September 11, 1943 the battalion was shuttled
boats from Pussell Point to East Bomhoe coordinates -
del Island, The order of departure for this move was
u, ¥Ft apd Hq, Co,, 2nd Bettalien in that order, This
1600, Immediately after ding at East Bomboe Company

wgre ordered to pass thromh the bloek held across the

¥, 169th Infantry and advances 350 yards to the Jast

'ound to place 8 block scross the psninsule. With Company

"G om the left and Company *3" on the right the move was completed without
opposition, and the remainder of the battalion was brought up and & cordon

defense wua set up fo

the battali

the night.

n was assigned the mission of attacking to the Hast

up the peninsule to mske contact with umits of the 172nd Infantry, and de~

#tray or drive into 4l
two hundred and Lifty
of the 17ind Infantry

The battalin

afterncon of Septambes
left with its left £l
right flask secured o
physical contact betwe

e ses the Japanese foroes estimated to be approximstely
men defendingz the north end of Arundel Island, Unite
were holding & blook through coordinates (644 - 68.7).

n attack order for September 12 was issued in the late
1lth, The vlan of attack was to have Company “G% on the
nk on the ses, and Company "B" on the right with ite

the ses,. advancing in a line of souad columns with

sen nquads, Uompany %F" was to be in reserve and follow

elong the center of the peninsula approximately thres hundrad yards behind

the assualt companies

bounda,

The attack
poaition shown on ove:
opposition ensountere:
a Jap. biviuee area 200
sheltered 200 Japs.
four hours and had 3 ¥
barge leanding on the
rosistance was et 4

o orossed the
e freshly killed Jap
was also recently vao
numerous lean-tos, I
sorogs the peninsula
o resistence waa met
wonsisted of et least
and was obviously 2 r
positions could be ocq
the advance continued
and the remainder of
set up for the night,
advance of the day.

Company *H" and Hq. Co. were to follew Company °F¢ by

fumped off at 0730 on Sﬂpt#nber 12th as echeduled from

lay. The advance proceaded favorably with no Japanese
Ry 1030 the assaalt sampaniss were passing through
yards east of grid 61, which was estimated to have

this bivouac area had besn vasated not mere then twenty

ell a¥fined trail running North and South with a marked
orth shore., In the vieinity of the 62nd grid slight
quickly overcume by Company “G®, 4t 1350 the assauit
band grid snd passed through sscond Jap bivouas, where
ss found on an improvised streteher. This bivouac arca
ted and contained fox holes and bomb shelters as well az
2130 had a well defined trail rusning North and South
s well as & trail running to the Zast, Fram thls tine
8t regular intervals of from 200 to 300 yards, which
one gutomatie weapon protected by several riflemen,

sar guard action delaying our advance until prenared

bunied. This resistance was reduced anccessively and
untdl 1600, when Companiag "G and "i' wora halted
he battalion wns brousht up and a cordon defense was
An estimated 3000 yards had been covared during the
@ suffersd four casualties during this advance,

UCED AT THE NATICRAL ARGHIVES

Daring the afterncon of Septesber 12th it had besn necessary to
attack ons platoon from fumpany "P* to Company "E" to adequately cover the
frontage which wae gredually widenlng. The atiask was to be sontinued at
0730 on Seplember 13th with the saxe general php of attack, but the plstoon
of cnm '!*' attached to Company "E' on the I2th was now attachsd to
Gompany 3%, as it had becoms apparent that the mein strength of the Jap
forass was deployed ox the north side of thw peninsula,

The attack of Sfptember 13th jusped off at 0730 and sdvanced scveral
hundred yarde withoul jopposition. 4t 0930 Company PEY reported imerican 130
eommunication wire along the east-west trail. EHepeated afforts were made to
contaet the 172nd Infantry over this wire, as it was balieved that they had
latd tho wire on s previcus sdvence izto this area. We wers unsuscessful
dus to ons breaks as a result of artillery fire and Jap astion. &b
1030 Qlu firvat mimnm was mat l&hor an advanes of appﬂsinf.oly 350 yard-.
s againet L 11 Company ™
ut strong resistance, and were piunsd down firt rm both h-
and light machine gun se well as numerous rif. m Campany "E° onthe right
hll met o) ught ruunnc», and at 1315 were ordered to continne the ad-
to the left in an attempt %o flank the resistamce. QCompany “B"
lﬂnnod in & northeasterly direction and succeadsd in reashing the orast of
the bigh groumd, They wers stopped thars by heavy fire. At
and the sttached platopn from Company *F® supported by fire auroes ite tmb
by Comparsy "BM agaln attacked to their front, After a very ehort advande they
wore sgain mnd down), and the bettalion with Sompany "L* attached formed a
cardon defense snd dug in for the xxim. r tmc had suffevsd eight
casusition dtr&ng the potion of the

Repested sttecpta had been cade by all avalilable means on Septesber
13th to contact, and find the exact locabicn of the 172nd Infantry, but with
a0 susosss. On Soptenber lidh the battalion wes crdered o hold t- podition,
and wend & pabrol out bo establish ocomtact with the 172nd Infaentry., At 0730 a
patrel from Company "L was aent out with lnstructione to by-pass the resis-
tanae to our front, and establish telephone communication with the 172nd
Infantry, By 1100 this had bean accomplished without opposition. It wae
found that the unit con.imd of a very depleted composite battalion numbering
spproxinately two hundred and £i£4y men who were suffering from a shortage of
tations axd fatigue. [his unit was now attached to the 27th Infantry and
were ordered by it to pttack lumediately on an asimuth of 290 degress and
nake contast with the pight flank of the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infentry, This

1730 mesting only slig)

ut tered strong istance immediately, It soen
® the twe units wers to join forces on this day the ro-
be by-passed, An order to effect this was issuod, and
¥ *L% suscesded in leading the units of the l72nd
heter of defense of the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry at
ht resistance emroute,

During the duy and night of September {Ath there were several hesvy
firs fighta as the opposing forcus felt each other out and each abtempted to
inprove their positione, We suffered several casusities in this astion in
sdditice to eleven casualties from a short artillery round.

Company "10
Ssptember 15th and ret)

has released from stvachment to 2nd Battalion st 0800
urned o vrd Battalion,

of September 15th the lines wers strengthbensd

During vhe moraing
with caits of 17nd :arum-y. he Jap positions were heavily shalled by
81z aortar

artillery,

and k.2 Chemioal Nortar almost ocontinously. A trnnhl

attaoic order was fagusd to begin at 1180, but was ansuccessful and the Japs
coupverattacksd in forpe and made & small pemstration in the canter of our

lines, They wsre

quigkly thrown beck by our troops. In this astion both

des suffered heavy opsusities.
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SPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

On September 16th the Jap positions were sgein heavily shelled b,
artillery and mortar fire. Thore was intermittant autcmatic .3;.’,’ rifle m‘.’
by opposing forces all during the day, it 1300 the lst Battalion, 27th
Infantry with snti-Tank Company atteched, arrived as reinforcmments, and
went loto position behind the lines of the rim flank units preparatory to

an sbtack st 0730 September 17th. 4t 1630 eix;
porimeter during a rain, and this fortunstely
9 advantege of surprise in their use for the atiack

aotora, sud geve us th

ht tanks entered the defense
od the noise of their

of the fallowing morning.

The plan of
head the attack. They

attack for September 17th wae Lo have the tanks spear-

wera to sdvance in waves of thres so that the sssond

tanlm proteoted the first thres, and move by bounds on an ssimuth of

27h m«:&ryfh‘;i:;"v

%o be followad slosely by Company "C* and Company B9,
G gn the left and 3" on the right

they were to pass thrdugh the lines of Gompany *E
¢ ‘] # and Company "F" as &
a8 the tanke had reduged the resistance to the imnediats front, and ‘dvme

to the seu on sn azimth of 60
aistanse, The moriar platoons of Sompany "H* and

degreas pinching off the Jap center of re-
D% were Lo furnish

& base of fire. The sachine guns of Gompany "DP were attsohed 30 the assault
coupanien, Uompany “A% and Anti.Tank Coapany wers Lo be in reserve and wers
::tb. in eohelon o the right rear to protect the right flank {position of

attack shown on atSached overlay). The tanks passed

through the lines of the nd Battalies st 0740 and eng the Ji in
berrific fire £ight tHat lasted until 0930 whea they wz:d!onld.:; rn:rn

amgaaition. The tanks were firing 3Tms H. B, and

i
canistér from point blaak range, with their fire being sontrolled and directed
by radic fron the 2nd Battalion'G. P, The Babtalimm, in turn, had telephone

comsuniontion with the &

Comganders in s)u\n-om 1ines, who had loqai i}:d

ORpARY
many of the snday meshine gun positions. 4% first the tanks drew heavy f
fron #usll arms wospons, bui this fire decreased steadily as the tanks re-

duced une positica after snotber. &b
Linew

1100 the tanks again paseed through the

of Gompany "E* apd Oompany "F® and were followed by Sompany *C* and
G *B%, This 4ims no resistance wae encountersd and, the sasault companies
advanged wntlil they hil the ses, t.hcn norgudnd ad puhod on to the East in
d in

purmail of the snesy,
and £ifty | bafore
position. It was late

ly three hundred
encountering hesvy rnim. at a second well organized
aftornoon before thle resistance was met and it beosas

o dig in apd prepare defensss For the night before the attacis

necesIRTY
oould e oonbinued,

The tank atthok had apparently caught the Japs by surprids and in-

23ioted heavy casnaltins. At least fifteen frechly
in eddition to numerous

killed bodies were found
shallow hassily covered graves, e had three men

wounded during the duyy actien.

on September 18, 1943,

Anti-fank Qompeny was releassd from

b G700
l%mhllat to lst Battalion and attached to the 3rd Battelion for sction on

Sagekarasn.

# 0990 the
ebtatk to improve ibed:
was 3¢ be nade through
laft flank of the lins
were aﬁrond wory qal
Anti-Tank ive, Ome &
ALL of the taskis orew
this susesns aounber-at

At 2300 Compy
Retion of Sugekarass &
and Reaen. Troops of
the day.

lst Battalion, 27th !nl'lni launched a limited objestive

position, The abtack was led by two light tanks and
Company "C% and Jompany °B" sectors, whish was on the

The attack started off well and several enesy positions
ckly. Aftey a short geis the two tanks ceme under Jap

gnic eaught fike and bumed and the secand waz disabled.

moabers essaped without imjury, The » encouraged by
ftacked and ware thrown back with heavy lossesa.

wiy "At and Company "B® were withdrewn from the lines for

d raplaced by the rsmpamis of Companiss MLY, ®K7, ="

e 172nd Infastry. There was no further uuau durhg

)

PRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

. tenks a6 they

Septemder 15th several additional tanks were

brought up to bring the total svaileble for astion to eleven, After an

sxtensive recomnaissance of the fronb line terrain by the battelion md tank
somuanders an attack w

the sleven tanks move

as acheduled for 1300. The plan of attack was Lo have
in behind our right flsnk companies (Compeny *A¥ & "K¥,
i4

172ud Inf.) in line, then pass through the lines and advance in bounds o
approxipataly fifteen [yarde every five minutes, This plan was dependant on
he tremendous fire power of the aleven tanks sbreast to destroy any amti-

bank wespons

in their
1€ his owuld be accouplished the dep right lank w
y "Cv, 172nd Inf, and Company ™

be eurrounded,

-4

ine of advence and make a bresk in the Jap linea.
4 have to give way or-
1720d Inf. on the

Coup!
leoft, £lank was to hold i.hti.r position mu.uy- . cupm-e HKW & MAR,
17 Infandry and Companies WEY, #Fw, & %G9, 278h Infentry, followed tho

y HAS while the tanks wore manmover

ing into posiblon the
founde of macke ineidd

Japs dropwd one round of 8lam mortar H, E. and five
our parimeter, causing meversl casunliies.

wag zome dslay in g;bun;; the tanks inmto position dus to the

Thare
dffieulty of goptrol [in

tront line troops, and
positions,

the e growth, bui et 1320 they moved past our
with their overwhelming fire power crushed the Jap
it sompaniaes followed the tanks olosely and reseived no

The
fire after the tanke had oleared the area to their immediste front. The Jup

potiti»m were eomplet
+  The advan

yut appoeite the easl
further opposition, 4
tion was captured, We
at least twonty on the

ely overrun and hie will to resist bpoken in this

od wes continaed until we had reached favorable ground
end of Sagekarsse (an advanse of 430 yards) without
37w anti-tank gan and a considerable amcunt of ammani-
suffered no gasualtios in this assault while 1nﬂioting

Jupe,

During the fight of September 19th, 204h, the Japa heavily shelled
the east end of Sagekarass with light and medium artillery frem Kolombangara

Island, Sweveral round

s hit near oar liges but nb casualties were suffered.

Nuch barge activity wgs heard vo the Bast of our| | poaition during the night.

patrols wers sent out on Septamber 20th st 0800 while the e~

Tvo
asindey of Lhe battald

the Jap block was estd
Ater a brief fire fig
pesition, it withdrew

on held ite position. A combet patrol conasisting of

¥ man was sent to the southeast along the trail dom

rasted to leoate the Japs or make cantact with units of
ing grid 68, This patrol trafelled approximately 2200
into a Jap blosk Just east of grid 67, The strength of
mated as £ifty men with &t leant five sutomstic weapons,
ht in whieh the patrol looated the flanks of the Jap
land returned, Two sasualties ware duffered. The second

patyol completing of dne officer and twalve mmn Was sent 500 yards to the south

4o resonnciter a trail
bivovao area that cont|
least a week, and oo £

Gn gpt-mbu
wes ordsred with Compa

running in that direction, The trail led to an old Jap
ained many Jap graves, It had not bean used for at
irach aign of Jap sotivity was noted,

21st a coordinsted attask by the 3rd and 2nd Bab ons
Iniey mA" and "B of the lat Battalion attached to

3rd Battalion, snd Companies "C® snd D attached to the 2nd Battalion. The

plan of attack wam to

Battalion and 172nd Iafantry, keep abresst of
Island

lheve the 2nd Bl\hsuon, ﬂth attached units of lst
vd Battalion ss it orossed

4nd adwi ‘d«atho insula on

the ohannel betwean

Arundel Island, The 4dvanoe of the batbelions was to be scor@inated and
EReglmant

eontrolled by

(%)




SPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHVES

The plan of [attack for the 2nd Battalion was 4o have Compenies
UE® & "F" start the attagk at 0830 sdvancing abreast down the esst.west trall,
with Geapany "E* on the left snd Company *F" on the right, sdvaneing in line
of squad columne, The remsinder of the unit wes Lo follow (ompanies "E" ang "¥w
at 0500 in the order of *GY, "CY, Hg, lst Bm, Hq. 2nd B, 27th Infan-
try followed by the units of the 172nd Infentry and Companies "D* & "H, 2Tth
Infantry, Be opposition wns met and by 1100 Companies "Z* and "F® had advanced
1600 yards. At this polnt they were haited to allow the Jrd Battalien time to
come sbroast on the peninsula., At 1300 the advance was resumed and by 1345 the
sdvsnce companies had passed the pesition of the Jap block of the previcus day,
At 1500 the advance was again halted, while patrols were sant to the east and
northeast to sontact unite of the 172ud Infantyy, and 163th Infantry. By 1600
sonteal had been sstabillished with the 1&9th, 172nd Infantry and the 3rd
Bstialion, 274h Infentry, thus reducing the last)organised resistance on
Arundel Ialand, ;

2

In ten days [of the bitterest fighting that this battalion has
partisipated in we had lost five men killed in action and twenty five men
wounded, whish La falrly high considaring the depleted strength of the
conpanies, During the sans period of time the Japs had lost an eatimated
two hundred and twenty five killed in addition to many more wounded,

B. P. EvANS,
1t. Col., 27th Inf.,
Qommanding
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