{EPRQAUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

@

4 or
on the momming of 3eple
forise 8t Piry Planbatis
Battallon would eabark
Arundel Ieland, B,8.I.

The Battalic
ber 11, and had somplet
of two LOT's, Combat
at 1300, and continusd
soneleting of ninetesn

the entire unit wax good,

The 10T's ar
aquipment were unloada
to units, Upon lesrnit
available to the Babtal
sbarted al 1500, énd b

Bomboe Village, in all
remaindsr of the Battal

Early on the|
resunnd, ind the Battal

on this date
sonjanetion with sever,

{Period: Sppt. 10 - 21, 1943)

der was received by Third Battalion, 27th Infantry,
omber 10, 1943, while the Battalion was on Beach De-
on, New Georgis, B.5.I, The order atated that the
at, Piru on September 11, 1943, and would procsed to
the seme date,

n started 4. 1 on the ing off Septem-
fed loading of troops by 1230. Transportation censisted
dquippent only was taken. ‘The Battalion departed Firu
to Arundel Island, The Battalion was far understrength,
officers and thrse hundred forty five EM. The morals of

s

pived &t Bustling Point on Arandel ab 1515, Troops and
B immediately, and tentative bivouac arean were aseigned
ng that a limited number of small assault boats were
ifon, the shabtling of troops to Bomboe Peninesula was

¥ 1730 Companies I, K, and half of Company 1 had been

$ Bambos Peninsula approximately 2400 yards east of
i.around defense was set up by these units, with the
Lion bivouaeing at Bustling Peint. .

morning of Ssptember 12 sbuttling opsrations ware
3ton had gonsclidated on Bomboe Peninsula by 0900,

welve men ware furnished to Regiment to be used in
51 men from Hegimental Intelligence and HReconnalssunce

Plakoon in reconnoiterlng msd selming the c¢hain of small islands extending

wost of Gugekaresa Isl

hnd, These seall islands were arbitrarily numbered from

# to 10, from east to west, storting with the one fust west of Sagekarasa.
The twelve men referrefl Lo above ware esphibislly selected scout-swimmers, and
plans were made by Reglment to seise several of themse numbersd islands Just
‘before daylight on eash of the following two mornings. .

A 1430 this

oans Conpany L was ordered to place a block on the

day
Jap trail extending north-south acrogs Beambos Panineula in the visinity of bgﬁd

lios 6l. This was acql
wnds of the trail,

baplished before nightfall, with blooks emplaced on

I of the Bsttalion formed a sordon defanse in the goneral

The resainde
ares ocowpled the previous night by Companies I, K, eod L.

The Battalion moved sarly on Septsuber 13, following the route taken
by Gompany L $he day befors, and reached Company L's blook at spproximately

1000. The Battalien 7,

in this area untill 1300, at which time it received

saained
orders to continus esstward to the vieinity of Stepping Stone Island, a small

body of land lying

ween Dombos Peuinsula snd Segekarasa Islend, and situsted

oY
opposite the center of the iatter, This move was completed at about noon and
Lmandlat i of

Stone Island was made from the edge of

the penia
Island; and

Ab this time Company
with the Jeps approximately 1000 yards to the east, and

whick wes in cootaet
1aft the Battslion at

, ‘The Battalion had been given the miasion of seizing Sagekarssa
pping Sone leland appeared to affer the best routs of appreach.

1L was ordered attached to the Second Battalion

330,

£

¥
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Orders for the atback of Sagekerass were then issuedy Company I,

xﬂiﬂ\ a section of machine guns from Company M attached, was to wade the narrow
B saparsting the peninsula from Stepping Stone Island, cross the island,

aid sgain by weding wes to oress over on to Ssgekarasa. They were to drive

sutoss Segokurasa to the northern side and establish a bleck across and on

£ soutbarn side of the Islend, opposite Stepping Stone, to cover the subse-

g‘::t erosaing of the

Battalion. Company X, with a section of machine guns

Company M attashed, was to follow Company X, and depending on the opposition

net b 1 was

on the peninsuls with
The remsining eestion

% by Company 1ikewise to drive scross $0 the northern shore, going to
thi Left or west of Cdmpany I. Compi

7 ¥ was to prepare 8lum mortar positions
the missioh of placing fire on any part of the isladd,
of Company W's machine guns and Headquarters Jompany were

to vemain en the peninsuls in the vicinity of the mortar positions pends.
developaents of the attack. ? pencine

Cozmpsny H immediately started cleaying firing positions, It was
negesnary to sut a pusber of large trees in addition to the dense undergrowth
before, any firing could be dome, and work on this was continued until late in

the day,

A6 about this time it was learned that Company B, 8ind Cheaical
BaStelion, had been attached to the Regiment. They likewise started clearing

aortar positions olos

Qompany
I jumped of at 1450,
Stopping Stone proved
ssouts felt thelr way

to those heing prepared for the 8l's.

Companders having issned their orders, the attack by Company

The advanse proceeded very slowly, as the ohannel te
%o bs almost peck-desp and rather swifiy, The leading
aesatiously onto and scross Stepping Stone, which was

found to be almost entirely mangrove swemp, with the remainder of the company

follewing their route

and srriving at 1530. A brief halt was made by the scounts

while they seanned the Jjungle-lined shove of Sagekeraca, and again they moved

forvard. The g 2

to Sagekarasa was not a9 deap as the other had besn, and

the ssoute the island without opposition. The advance was pushed
steadily and the northern shore was reached at 1630. Compeny X followed close-

Ly bebind and going slightly west of Company

I slpo,reached the north edge of

the lslsnd, Ho opposition was met by either unlt of this advance.

Companies I

and K immedistely eonsolidated in a cordon defense,

forming a smell syuare with Compamy I facing te bthe esat and south and Company
K to the wezh, the northern flanks remting on ths beach which was covered by

maghine gun fire only.
odge of the island opy

Shortly bef
from the east and wery

£4re ‘were net. observed

Company I's positions
on this flank furing §

i about 223
east-west tyail runnip
Japs approsshing aleng
moon was within o day
wan within & few fest
the coluan wers killed
of the night on this f

OP's which B
panigs noted extenaive
whioh lay betwesn Sage
of water was snly 1200

Joupauy I also placed a amall block on the southern
sosite Stepping Stone, {See accompanying overlay.)

re , while the men were dlgging im, two .}lpf approached
Firelf on by an outpoat of Compeny I, Besulta of this

. At about 2000 two Japs were sgain seen coming into

both of these ware killed. No other activity ozourred

the night.

30 o machine gumner of Company K, whoss gun covered an

1g along the center of the island, observed a column of
the trail from the west. Visibility was good, as the

of baing full. He held his fire until the leading Jap

of his position and then opsued up, The first five in

, with the others scattering to the west. The remainder

lank was quiat,

Jad been ostablished on the northera flanks of both Com-
barge activity throughout the aight in Blackett Straits,
iiarass, and Kolombangera Island to the morth, This body
yarde wide at iis narrowsst point, and because of the

bright moonlight boats tould be seen immedistely|and they laft Kelembangara.
Nost of thia traffic prosseded towards Devil's Islend end then cut northward
along the eastern shoye Kolombangara, The barges were in column, and often

five or aix were visi

Jla at one time, Some barges were noted moving westward

frem the vicinity of the mouth of Vila River, . Several timeas during the night

a Jap float plane was
of Kolombangars,

observed landing and taking off nsar ths soushern shore

(2)
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¥

Requests were made for artillery fire to be placed on those targets,
but apparently artillary had not registered, and the fire was not received.

Shorbly after daylighi on Geptember L4 Jeps were cbaerved inflltrating

from tho west towards
raceived from several
our line,

aation section of Head

In order to
betneen the porimeter

Company K's line, and & brisk fire fight snsusd, Fire was
Jap light machine gune, snd grenedes were thrown towards

This fire fight was still in progress at 060C when the rewalning zec-
tion of machina guns frowm O b

ompeny ¥, the Battalion ald Station end the communi-
iquarters Coapany srrived on Jagekarasa. '

prevent the Jups from cutting the lime of commmnicatlions
[defense on the north and block covering Stepping Sione

an the stuth, the sectlon of machine guns of Company ¥ wes placed in this gap.

Thls 1ine maa lightly
pltent Hghting book

held, but additional troops were not aveilablie. Inter-
place throughout the day on the entire western line,

The
sastern flank waz quidt. At 0500 » padrel fras Comp: I noved 300 ds to the
oazt and returnad. Ko enemy was sncountersd, d i

order to fedl out the enemy strength to the west, & platoon

13
of Company I conalisting of an officer and fourtebn men was sent along the southe
arn slopd of 2 small ridge running eastewest near the middle of the imland,
Aoout 200 yards west of cur lines and betwesn the sbove-mentionsd ridge and the
pouthern edge of the lsland 4 large Jap bivouat was envountered. The platoon
suscesded in surprising the Japs in thias bivouas, killed five of them and with-
drow aafely to our lides, the onony following them as they pulled back.

The asall my
had by this time been
tion was peasible of ¢
wAs knowr, frass sapburs
s shore of SegeRaras

Puring t:is afternoon
155%s were adfucted of

At about 18
throughout ths day on
Japs- atbompted to worl
until Just beffors dary
grenades and Light mag
ithough the deneenest
alose to our posiviont

Basge aotivi

the ssas routes as on|the ous night,
.on to the Vila aly strip on Xolosbungara by & float plane,

mbered islards forming a chain to the west of Sagekarasa
asourad, with an OF in positlon on #1 fram which observe~
e western end and nor shore of Sag It
1 maps that o Jgp bargs landing wos lossted on the North-
sa pear the western end. sotordingly, the 8lam sortars of
saled Le2 mortars registered on the western snd of the is-
ig the northern ahore for about 500 yards (Ses overlsy).
mertar unite were made so that thess bargs comeontrations
yary short notise in the event the Japs used this barge
cart of the porthwestern shore for reinforoing or evacus-

tions were caupleted on the afterncon of Jsptembey li.

2 forward cbserver from's 155 unit came to Sagekerasa, and
the westoyn part of the island.

M0 the sporadic fijhting whioh had bsen teking place

the wastern flank suddenly inoreazed in intensity as the
thalr way into KXYs lines. This attock continusd
, when Lhe enesy cemssd his activity. The uss of our hand

shine guns hed prevented the Jups from breaking the line,

p of Whe jungle growth peraltted them Lo approsch very

4, Compiny X's lines were reinforved for the night by five

1 available quarters Company p consisting of

neo men, were also plesced in the line.

ity in Blackett Stralts started soon after davk, follewing
Ko aboit 21200 three Jep bosders or

7 flew towards Plru Plantation on New Ceorgis Island, anbi-
pard st this tiwe from the vieinity of Pird. The float

s again g¢alled for, bat none was received,
15 gﬂﬂ. reported thet several small landing boata wers seen

ware wmmy"i"m
araft wers loadedy th
Sagekarasa. Barga

A fow minkte

asnter of the Leland,

cornay of The barge
down, OPF1l wes wnable to detersine whether or not khsse
sy later saw several of thesce boxbs pulling away

from
activity in Wackett Straite oontinued throughout the night.

ez after daylight on t 1% the Japs attacked along
Their oain effort wes is along the high ground near the
which was opposite Company Xts left platoon. The lack of

& good £leld of fire waes keenly felt, as the snemy was able to work hls way un-
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Pplane
The boubers referred to above were sesn taking off

|

gean to within grenade distance of our polltim‘l. In addition heavy automatic

fire was lald down on

our line, and considerable sniper fire was recelved.

Ho veserve Was available as all men were alresdy in the cordon.

Contact #as made with

the Company M mortar positions on the peninsuls, and men

who could be aparsd from the mortars plus Headquarters Cospany men whe had been

carring supplies were
to Regliment that Compg

The Jeps con
gases approashing slmg
Grepades wore again ug
machine guns covering
the line in that sech

Upon the ary
in the line extending
wtarted digging positi
sams time, Progress w

by 1150 & new line had been

ordared te withdraw be

The withdray
senpletion Caspany X 4
pw{ 1.  Thiz eastern
while I Company was di,

At about nog
sttached to the Battal
time, The weapons pla
placed in lins to the
agross the island to Y
platoon formed & aimil
Its old popition with

Company 1 ha
their way back through
along the line. - They
£ive and gniper fire o

Before Compa
mortar fire.on the Jag
HE light stment wa
north of the ridge in
Kt withdrawal this £3)

he

sent to roinforye the Battalion, A request was also mede
Iny 1 be returned as soon as possible.

\tinued to axert pressure along the entire line, in some
st to the edgo of Company K's foxholea before being shot.
ed to good sdvantage in holding off the enemy., The light
the ridge to the west prevented the Jape from breaking
e

dval of 7 L from the p la they were put
the 1eft flank of Campany K., Company I in the meantlme
lons in rear of Company K, clearing fields of fire at the
an alow, as iderable fire was the srea, but
sade and cccupied by Compsny L. Campany K was
hizd the new defensive line,

jal by Company K was skillfy executed, and upon its
ook over the line to the east formerly cecupied by Com~
1fne had been outposted by Headquarters Company men
gging in on the new line,

in & platoon of the 159th Infantry arrived, having been
lion, and Gompeny L arrived st spproximately the sams

toon of Company L and the platoon of the 169th were

left of Company Its new positiona, extending southward

he block opposite Stepping Stone, Compeny L less waspons
lar 1ine to the sast, comnesiing the right flank of Company
ithe bleek om the scuth and facing sastward,

d taken up the fire fight ss men from Company K worked
the lines, as the Japs continued to exert prassure all
leontinued to work their way forward, and placed automstis
n our positions.

Iny K had been withdrawn, steps were taken to place 8lmm

a in front of the western line. Using ome gun only with
s gtarted 300 yards to the west of our lines, and Lo the
khe center of the island, [Upon" the complstion of Company
fre was walked in towards Company I, adjustment being mbde
of Company Y and a forward cbeerver from Cempany Y,

by the company

until it was falling o
effoat wore quickly dr
2ifby yurds from our p
the Japs, eausing thex
Parther adjustment bro
and again fire for eff;
shore and then south b
ureas in whish the eng

Threughout 4
machine gon fire aleng
gospleted and stopping
of fire served o rest;
pulling ot of the imp

As soon ae Y
was adjusted in front
was followed, with the
ares from the ridge to

Irter.
mittent firing was coxtinued with both merters, dingle rounds veing followed up

with concentrations wh
aftar 1700,

n the Jape 100 yarda west of our line. Ten rounds for':
opped, AdJustment was continued until a round was dropbed
lositions, This round produced imuediste reactions from,
to chatter and shout, sc fire for effect was ordored
ught the firs to within thixty-five yards of our lines, !
laot was lald dewn, The impast area was moved north Loithe
o the ridge with concentrations of rounds drepped up
oy was sctive. ‘

his close-in mortar fire Qompany I laid down ¥
the antire lins, opening up as acon as the

when amother Oongentration was on the way., This volump.
ledot movement ameng the Japs, and prevented them from- 1.
Aot areas.

area north af the ridge had been covered, anobher m\‘\'

our lines to the south of the ridge, The same P“”‘w’
Fire again being walked in closs to our lines, and the ° v
the southern shore was covered in the same mamner. &\A

anever they caused movemant or noised among the Japs.

)
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Another plag
it wes plaged in posiy

Barlier in Y

oon of the 169th Infantry had arrived at about 1630, and
don in the sastern line,

he day, an outpost from Company K and 169th's platoon

had baen seat 40O yaids to the eest, They remiined in position during the day,

and worw withdrewn at

Harrase: 4
ap, with sight ro

Al enemy ag
@nd both flanks weve g

Barges wave
stoe pattern a9 on the

in reperting this, and
ainebes bafore barge

1600, No enemy sctivity had bean observed by them.

ire to be employed during the night by the 8lte was eet
per heur to be dropped elose in,

tivity to the west had aeased sfter the mortar firing,
ulet throughout the night.

lagain activs the night of Jeptember 15, following the
two provious nights. AL about 2100 aix Jap barges
# the nor shore of L OF #1 was slow
88 & rasult the barges remained there for about ten

(1 by the 4.2'e and 81's were called for,

Iater in the night bar)
wers agadi: leid down,

Early on the
the east. Flons wers
this hour was selected
off, The plan of alts
waek, with its sone of
greund nenr the middle

gus were sgain reported by OP #1, and the concentrations

morning of September 16 an cutpoat was again put out to
made for an stback to the west to bs launched at 0530;

80 that units would bo able to eobtaln water before Jumping
ok wasy Compasy I, on the right, was to drive to the
agtion extending from the beaoh to and including the high
of the isiand; Company L, |fn the center, was to drive

t6 the weat maintaining contast on the right witi Compeny I and on the left with

a platoon of the 149%h
yards in width. 4 plal
maintaining cuntact op
shove on the left, Ii
the miestin of protect]

After a mort

men attempted to work
line of diparture the
wory dense} many logs
to movs fyrward was met
the Japs had in astion
mashine guns; and aboul
the high ground,

Infentry; Compeny Lls sone of astion was approximately 150
roon of the 169th on the left was io drive to the west,

the rdght with Company L, and to extand t¢ the sonthern
was to schelon its line slightly to the left rear, with
ing the rear of Cempany L.

r preparatisn which started very close in to our lines

bd about 200 yards the attaok was started. It progressed
bassed through the area of Jap aotivity of the day before,
stile Pire, This fire inaressed in intensity ae the rifle-
forward, and at & point approximately 200 yards from the
sntire line was pinned to the ground. The undergrowih was
and large rocks made observation difficulf, Any sttempt
with fire. In additiom to uaing snipers and grenades,
north of the ridge three heavy and at least two light

the same pusbar of guna (M.G.) wers in setion south of

It was decidsd to pull back slightly and plece mortar fire on the Jup

Ioe, The withdrawal
Cempany L had hesn unal
was huld off while of;

vas made, and it was learned thal two wounded men from
hle besause of eneuy fire to pull bask, The morber fire
ros were made bo axtricats these men, bhub eaoh attempt was

mat with intense automtis fire. It was finslly declded to dig in and hold the

ground gaimed, and aft
prepared sboub 150 yar
which had basn

» the line had bosn straighteded defensive positions were
ds west of the old line. The flack on the porthern shore
by Gompany 1's sadvance was sovered by Headquarters Cempany

men, and sdjustments were made by the 169thte platoon to'the laft of Sompany L

and the Gompany I blod
AL attempte

on the scath to clome that flank.
at wemscuing Company L'z two men heving failed, mortar '

fire was idjusted on the Jap, lines, and considareble fire for effest was laid
déws, Tho Blam mostars also reglstered farther Lo the west on Sagekaraes, using

B mediva, (Sée Qverlay.)
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During the aftarncon an Anti-Tank Gum, 37mm, and two 50 salibar
uachine guns were brought to Sageksrass, and emplaced on the northern hors
betwoen Oonpany K's left and Company I'e right. Fields of fire forithese guns

ware not clsared until
Kolembangara. 411 of
to the sset and paoor t.
1ine.

dusk because of the direct observation possitle {rom
hese weapons had good flelds of fire to the north, fair
the west, this being dictated by the lay of the shore

farrassing fires by both the 4.2%s end }tho f1's for the night were

seb up, tovering the ai
the lsland,  The Bl'a
and AE medium for the

Jap barges 1

porbod that five of Lh
of the 37mm and the 50
thereafter the barges
yards off shore.
dirveet hib with the fi
time a Jap light mechin
this was guickly silen
3Mm, The leading barg
wd the other barges we
mechine guns bed alse
ricochebting from thel)
threnghout the night,

14082e mobivy
down on the western hal
tions by the 8l's using
B medivm, O all of
szployed, in order do {
[

fea from ¢lose-1n to our lires to the western end of
ere to use HE ’ligh\‘. for the close-in concanirations,
ore distant (§'e 3, 4, 3, & §; see overlay).

#med operations shortly after dark. Ay about 2130

barfies approaching the landing on tha northwsstern shore of

soncentrablons were quickly laid down., The OF then re-

barges were obssrved golng Lo the east, The gun ordes
caliber machine gune were informed of this, and shortly
sane in view, proceading in column esstward, abeut 600

The $7mm opened fire on the leading barge with 4P and got a

st round. The second round, HE, also was a hit, At this

2¢ gun frem the second barge in eolumn opaned fire, but

ted by one of our light machine guns emplaced pear the

e had disfipeared when the smoke from the 37ma had cleared,

re heading north towards Kolomiangaraz. The 50 caliber

ired on the barges, and several tracer btullets were seen
sides. Darges contimued active across Alackett Straits

hut none approachsd the oenter of Sagekarasa.

jty oceurred on September other than sortar fire laid
1£ of Sagekarass, Tmis firm includedsplose-in concentra-
K& light, and alac concantrations #3, i, 5, & 6 using
hete, cortinuous searching and traversing firee were
thoroughly cover the ares, In addition the 4.2's lald
from 200 yards t6 500 yards east of the

westorn ond of the isl3
irpegular intervals, s

Registration
the sfterncon; and was
sovered the westorn hal
the end of the island.
rn ghore,

The outpost
nd roported no sign of

Harraseing i

and, These difterant sonsentrations were laid down at
ingly, in groups and simultaneously throughout the day.

of 105's by an srtillery liason officer was started in
£inally completed just before dark. This registration
1f of the islend from 150 yerds in front of our lines to
snother 37umm gun was obtained snd emplaced on the north—

o the east hed Again been sent out early im the moraing,
£ snemy activity.

ires by the 81's and L.2's were srrenged for the night,

sgain sovering all conpestretions., Birgs sctivity in Dlackett Straits was re-
sumed by the Japs as on previous alghts, but the moon was coming up later each
night and they werve copfining most of their mevements to the surly period of

dayknees. Dayges were agaln

hoard soversl times by OP #1 in the vicinity of the

Jup landiog sn Sageksrise, and Lhe burge congenbrations were lald dows each time.
Hord was received on the morning of Septomber 18 that the Anti-Tank

Qompany, A7th Infantry)
pettalion, with the wi)
sntablishing there a
on Sageksrses &b 1000,
heving been asde, the

| ss & rifle coupany, was baing sttached to ths Third
hsion af advaneing to the eastern ond of Sagekarass and
fotk, The leading element of anti-Tank Company arrived
‘aud orders for the move weve isaued. A reconnsissence
pdvance got under way at 1160,

Aftar snti-Tapk Company had starded its cdvande, ordera wers reseived

that in the event no o

eod of the penimsula ahd emplace & block there.
inti<Tank Gospany before the end of Sageksrasa had bsen reached.
wae met, and the channel betwaen Segekarass end the pen:

pposition was met, 1t wae to continue asrcss to the nostern
Tnis informatien was conveysd to
¥o opposition

insuls was reached at 1400,
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The crossing
ing up & defensive pos
the pentnsula., Ho sig

Two small pa
right, or south, emcou
with negative informat
distanes vhen a singlel

was accamplished a squad at a time, with each squad tak-
Htion & few yards inland and forming 2 line extendiug acress
m of Jap activity had been observed during the orossing.

trols were then sent out to the esst, The patrel on the
tered a swamp sbout 100 yards to the front, end returned
don., The patrol on the left had advanced about the same
Jap was seen, He disappeared before any firing dould be

done, and the patrol returned with this information,

n the meant)
defange the northweate
ar flelds of fire clea
maghine gun and numero
forsed the right of b
low foothold near the

11

in sction, as that sids
its crew knocked out i3
4t was under constant

limited. fleld of fire,

The positien
the compsny commander,

sastern and of Sagekarasa.

fime Antl-Tanx Company was in the process of organizing for
pry corner of the peninsula, Before positions could be dug
rad the Jeps attacked in foree, using at least one light

s grenades, The suddennsgs and intensity of the fire

B line to fall back, with the result ihat only a very shal-
thannel was held, Three mashine guns were beling set up by
e time of the atiack; one in the lsft of the line, one in
he right. The machine gun to the right was nover gotten
of the line was foreed bsck; the cemter gum had three of
mmediately it openen Iire, and gould not be remauned becanse
fap fire; the left gun was put in aetion, but had & very

rapidly becoming uatenable, and upon the recommendation of
at 1600 Anti~Tenk Company was ordered to withdraw to the
A small force was withdrawn iniiially, and covered

the subsscuent withdrawal of the remainder of the company.

At the same
wep mads of the Second

ime that orders for the withdruwal were given a request
Battalion, then oocupylng positions on Arundel epproximatelfy

oppogite the channel between Ssgekerase and the penlnsuls, to lay down machine guh

£ire acroes Anti~Tank
sorved to dlatract and
opuration,

Also at the
plateon of the L69th wi
%o proceed Lo the easts
Gostpany iu & coydon . def

antivTank cof
of Qompany K ‘and the p
govering the channel af

Casuslties s
weunded, losges would
onrried out in an effys

At sbout noor

fompany's front. This was effectively done, and undoubtedly
divert the eneay, thus materially alding the withdrewsl

hame time that the withdrawal was ordered Compeny ¥ and the
hich had been in position i the enstern Ilank wers ordered
rn end of 3agekarssa and there consolidate with Anti-Tank
fange,

mploted the withdrawal &t aboub 1645, nni upon the arrival
latoon of 169th shertly thereafter an all-sround defense
hd including the northeast corner of the 1sland was prepared.

hatained by inti-Tank Cospany gere two killed and nine
probably have bssn more sever§ had not the withdrawal been
olant manner.,

o this date the Bsttalion was informed that Companies

4and B of the 27bh Infantry would be attached to the Batlallon wpon their arrival
at Sagekersea at approximstely 1400, end that they would be used in en’ sttadk to

the weet to bs launched the following morning.

arvival of o8 A

This order was ehanged before the
and B, and the atback was ordered to take place as soon &8

possible after their arrivel. .

The plan of

bttsck was ¢ followss &b H hour minus 15 simutes the 105's

were to bugin a preparstion, starting 150 yards in front of our lines and walk:

weatward to the and of

the islandy et H hour minus 10 minutes the 8l'y and L.2%

were 4o liy down mortar five covering {rom 50 yaide in front. of our lines o the

end of the island; at
right, with boundary bf
of the island,

i hour Compunies 4 snd Bwere to attack, Company 4 on the
htween companies the left of the high ground in the aiddle

4]

i
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Upen the arm
hour was seb at 1545,
opposite their sones o
sbout 75 yards before
machine gun fire, and

lval of both Companies, which was completed at 1515, ®

ind the companies went into positien behind our lines
action. The attack jumped off as scheduled, and proceedsd
kaoting any resistance. The entiro line then came under Jap
a5 unable to sdvance further.

Iz an attempt to neutralize the heavy autamatic fire being recaived,

machine gung wore set

ip 6y & base of fire by both companies, but dus to the
|iaited fields of fire they proved ineffective., Any move-

aent forward by riflemdn drew heavy fire, snd it tecame apparent fhat the attack

would progress ng Iart)
draw,

or that day. B0th ooupanies were tnerefore ordered to with-

Gompaty A was placed in the 1ine on the csstern flank formerly occuplied

by Campany % and the platoon of the 167bh, and the weepons platoon of Compeny B

was placed on the Lead
thons within our cordol

to the north. The

o

r of Company B ocoupied posi-

A sbout 1700 Regiment directed that the 4.2's register on the western
ond of the panlnsuls, dnd also register ¢n & Jap barge landing known 4o be on

_the northern shore of
Adjustment was done by a forward observer from Company
Company.

the western ead.
was with Aoti-Tank
shers of the peninsula

1

the peninsula et & point bstween 500 and 600 yards east of
¥ who
Adjustment on the Western end and the northwestern
was also done by 105's.

lres on Sugekarasa by the mortars were set up as on previous

Hargassing
mights, Jap Darges followed the same pattern as on obher nights, and several

barge concentrations wi

rs called for during the might, following sny lndiocation

that the boata wors landing on the northwastern shore,

Herraesing {-

irs on the western end of ihe peninsula wag carried out

throughout Lhe night by 4.2 xortars. The bargs congebtration ontihe peninsula

wap alse laid down on
1n the vieindty of the

an attack to

wo occasions durdng the night, barges having been heard
landing previously registersd on.

the west was again directed on the morning of Septeaber

19, The orders were the same as on the afternoon befors, with the exception

that the srtillery and

The abtack J
previous day.

both Lights sné heavies.

morter preparatiocas were intensified,

wmped off st 0830, and procesded mush the same as on Lhe

The seme resistance wes met, eoui]sting of meny Jap machine guns,

Sniper f£ire was not am heavy &s hed been recaived be-

Zore, but suy forward govement wes met with a ball of automatis fire.

Fire and movy
& squed or plstcen ende
sucoass, and a few yar
wad good resits were |
maphine gun explscemen

A1 sitempis

1500 two flame throwers

bax with these Ilame i}
and they wars
withdrawm to our lines,

Intepmitient.
peainsula for the night
nade the following day

" # aboat 2001
the barge conscentratiof
ing wad flared or trac

A 2200 ons
boat approximstely 23
one Jap in the boat, bl
were alome. The outpol
in Jepaness, The enti
fire, and the Lot was
vighted wd fived on ¥

puent was attempted, with the entirs line opening up while
bavored to work their way forwsrd, This met with limived

is wore gained. Anti~Tank grenzdes were also employed,
bxperienced in the few grenades that wers not duds. Several
Ls were knockad out by this method,

at breaking the enemy resistance taving feiled, ab about

L were carried forward and used, Close approach Lo & pille
hrowers was diffioult because of matually supporting enemy
ot affective, At about 1630 the attacking ceapanies wers

firing by mortars was arranged for both Sagekarasa and the
of September 19, and plans were nade for an attack to be

O barges were heard on the western end of Jagekarass, and
he wero laid dows, Shortly thereafter (P #1 reported see-
srs being tired from the mestern part of the island,

bf the outpuats along the boach saw a swall Jap landing
yards off shore approaching his positiops. He could se6
it beceuse of tne darkness was unable to dstermine if he
Bt opsned fire with his carbine, and the bostmsn cried out
be beach Line, including the 37ma with cannister, opened
quickly sunk. snother boat or barge farther out was also
Ath unobaerved results,

{8}
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The plan of |attack for the followlng dorning wes lssued: Following
& twenty minute artfllery and k.2 mortar preparation on the western end of the
perdnsula, Anti-Tank Company followed by Company K waa to cross the chenmel
and establish & block|scross the peninsula &t & point 200 yerds inland.  The
platoon of the 169th Infantry was to reasin in posltion, nd was bo estsblhsh
a base of fire with their automeiic wespons covering the crossing by Antl-Tank
Company.

At about 2235 a 4.2 soncentrailon was placsed on the western end of the
paninsuls and the bargs contration on the peninsula was fired at the same time,
Tais was ropeated 30 minkbes later, and much shouting snd scrseaing was heard
from the impact avese, While this second firing was being done "Pistol Pete#
opened up from 3 and shelled the mortar positions. 48 the 4.2's ware
in expossd positions and their mngele flaah was considerahle, they were ordered
to ovase firing snd the 105's ware requested %o take up the firing on the peninsula,

Por the next
positions and eastern
the rounds were long,

o the east

three hours "Plsiol Pete” gave the area hetween the mortar
jend of Sagekerssa a thorough shelling, Fortunately most of
and fell in rear of the units. One man wee killed and four
and of

o8 wore heard in the vicinity of the Jop landing on Sagekarasa

Barp,
threaghout the night,
It was apparent that t
he was again reinforeds

At the heigh
went out, and the Batt
Regiment was finally »¢

Ab 0900 on 3
Ordsrs for the stiack
mortar pruparstion wasi
to harraening mortar f)

The advance
ont the dense terrain
days was vesched and of
to the wert, On reach
eharply to the northwer

Bnd on esch oéeasion the barge concertrations were fired,
he enemy was using "Pistol Pete* as a diversion, but whether
ng Sagekerasa or was svacuating could not be ascertained,

b of tha ahellirig from Eolombangars all communication lines
2lion was out of contact for aeveral hours. The line from
apaired; the other lines were cut untll deylight.

sptember 20 the attack to the west was agaln launched,
vars the sams as on the iwo previous dsys. 4 close-in
fired, and the wectern half of the island wse eubjscted
e only; srtillery fire was held on call,

pot under way slowly, as leading elemsnts cuutiously felf

o thelir front, The line of Jap rosistance on previous
asped without oppesition, and the adwancs continued stesadily
ng the part of the lsland where the gouthern shore out

at, Company A took up the attack with Company B followlng.

The vate of ad waa in d as the undery h became lighter. 411 mortar
wat stopped.
Ab 1405 the western end of Ssgekarasa was reached, and contach was made

with the (P on Island
way taken prisoner,

Ordere wers I

1, One Jap was ¥illed near the end of the island, and one

reseived from Reglmemt to ocutpost the western extremity,

and to withdraw the repainder of Gomoznies A and B to tho center of the island,

A rifle pistoon from O
formed & & sbrong poir
aceemplished by 1830,

1700, thig cutpost was
way taken over by thenm

Orders were f
be taken over by anits
Battalion with sttached
peninsuls and attack
making aonbact with a

smpany 4 with & section of machine guns attached was

it near the end of the feland, and the withdrawsl was

Upon the azrival of Oom A, 169tk Infantry, at ebout
relieved and the defense of the wesforn part of Sagekarasa

recelved at this time that the defense of Sagekarase would
of the 169th the following morning, and that the Third

d units nould cross the channel to the western end of the
the southesst, The Battnlion was given the mission of
init of the 43rd Divialon holding a block across the penin-

suls at @ point approximetely 2400 yards southesst of the western tip.

Harrassing ooncentrations covering the erea from the western end of the

penipsula 600 yards ea:

4 were met up Ly both the 4,2 wm mortars and the light

artillery, and were rined throughout the night. PFollowing one of these concentrae

tions serenuing was hot

"Plgtol Pete"

ird, The some concentration was repcsted lmmedlately.

conmenced firing from Kelombengara st about 2200, with most

of hip shelling directed at Lhe eastern tip of Sagekarasa, As on the previous

night most of these ro
the peninpula, During
guls as had been seen

Inds were long, and sevaral landed sgross the channel on
this firing the same signalling wes observed on the venin-
n Segekarass the night befors,

()

The srtillery end morier prepsrations were campleted at C800 on
September 21, and a pstrol from Anti-Tank Gompany guickly crossed the chemnel

and gained the peninsyl

la, When its reconnsissance discloced no epemy activity

the remsinder of Anbi-Tunk Cenpany crossed over, followed by Company X, and the
block was put in eesording to plan, with Anti-Tazk Company on the left.

At 0800 ihe |remeinder of the Battalion and Companies 4 aud B loft the
genter of Sageksress dnd moved to the saetern end of the island, Companies I
and L erosgsd over to [the peninsule at once and started to go in position 1n
rear of the bloek, since it was »lanmed to pass them through the fnti.Tenk
Company snd Jompany K fand hsve them continue the attack., Because of the very
heavy Jungle growth ard the swempy ground on the right it was decided to move
the blook forward 200 |ysrds, which would give Compenies I and L more reom for

deploying.

it 0945 Comgenies I and L were ir position and at 1000 they pasesd
througls bhe block and [resumed the advance. The femainder of the Battalion
followhf in column, frogress ot first wes slow, dut becawe more rapid as the
undergrovth thinned odt,

The advance |continued at a steady rate, and at 1438 the leading
elements made contact fwith the 43rd Division Block. Cne Jap was killed and
one taken prisoner by (Cospany A during this advance.

wders were [received that the northern shore of the peninsule from

the wesbern end to the

black would bo defended by the Battalion. This was

ageomplished by placidg companies st intervala of 400 yards, each Company
eatablisking a cordon defense which included as mach f the shiore as tie slze
of the company would fermit, Units received water and sendwiches lster in
the evening; these were carried by boot viz the lajcon south of the paninsula,
wolikoyg of nobe happered during the nlght of September 2l.

(m 8optecber

22 the defense of the yenineula wza tuken over by the

Pirgt Asbtelion, 27th (Infantry; Gowpanies A and B revorted to the First Babtaliom,
The Third Battelion with Anti-Tank Compeny sttached moved by marching via Stopping
Stone leland to s bivauac areg on Sombes Feninsule. Thus the actdve part of the
sanpaign same %o 2 olgse.

Caguslties received by the Third Bnttaiion and attached units Lrom
September 10 through Septeuber 32 wers eleven killed and sixty-nine wounded. Of

this number five killdd and twenty woundsd wera from atbached umdits.

In sddition

a total of elghby-seven wera evacuated because of sickness.

Japs known f{o bave bean killed on Bagekeraza Ialand during the period
September 13 to 20 ingluaive were 126, with ono prisoner taken. Japs killed on
the peninsuls from Septemsber 18 through September 21 amounted to 38, with one

inclusive was 164, I

. prisoner, The totsl pumber of Japs %illed from September 13 to September 21

sddition to these known erwmy dead, the entire western

nalf of Sagekarssa is [Littered with shallow Jap graves, and for several days
Jap bodies were sesn fiosting near the island and peninsula,

Material captured on Sagekarass included a Jap T5me field piese with
abwt 500 rourds of egmenitions a Jap 37am AT Gun, less tube; a Jap B}m mortars
snd & BAR & 133, both|U.S. weapons which Lad been used by the Japs, In additien
quentitiss of land mires and ampunition of all types were captured. On the penin-

sula many ritles, lig
aquipment and food wer

t machine guns, bayonete, land mines, ammanition, end obher
e seized,

(10) !
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o

Fourteen hutdred rounds of 4,2 mortar wers fired on Jap positions on
the weatern part of S4gekarass during this campalgn., Approximstely 3000 rounds
ot 8:.? martar, both H% light end HE medium, ware laid down during the same
period,

It 1s believed that the wedge driven-meross the island by Comianies
I and X on the afterncon of Jeptember 13 cut off'a small Jap. outpost which had
been statloned at the eastern end of the island, and that they were returning
to ths main Jap garvison on the western part of the island when they encountsred
Companyl's lines It iy alec balisved that the Japs were succassful in landing
boats on the northwestern shore of Sagekarasa sach right from Septembor 13
through the I8th, bringing in reinforcements end taking off wounded esch nipht;
and that they finslly bvacusted the 1slend on the night of Septamber 19.

WALPER K, GULETSKY,
Major, 27th Infaniry,
Gommanding.
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