£PRODUICED AT JHEHATIONAL ARCHIVES.

AL 0800 on

written order from the Commanding Gensral XI¥

(Poriod: Sapt, 15 ~ 21, 1943)

Saptecber 15, 1943, the Batbalion Cormandsr receivsd a
pe, that the Mirst Battalion

Tranty Saventh Infanbyy would be preparsd to move with combat equipment ab

1300, Cow 10T would
AvtiaTark Compeny to

ervive at Gnegal at 1200 to transport the Battalion and
irundel Islend where wo would rejoin the Regiment,

The Rattalicn Commander promptly alerted the Bottalion to be resdy
to move out with combet equipment a8 1130, Oubpost were sallad in from Triri,
Shark Island snd feem |defensive positions facing leland lagoon, Juvnlies and
squipment not esasntlsl in combat wers stored at Pnogsl and two men {rom sach

wore left behind as guerds, Bach individual was to ocarry combub pack,

twpthirdy 50" rations,

wag ordered to carry

two santesns and $ndividual equipment, Bash conp
o unit of flre, 2 stoves with neceasary equipment for

opevating in the field and 20 vans of water,

One 107 mrrived ab 1290 and loading was started imvedistely, It
wng found that all personnel and squipment could not be loaded on the trans-

portation provided,
pose of tranaporting

1ON was secured from the Enogel Boat Pool for fhe pur-
supplies. By 1300, the Dttalion with attached Anti-Tank

Company hud loaded onjtransportation provided and sterted for Arundel Island,

The Firet
ling Potat at 1720,

Battelion with inti~Tank Compony attached arrived at Bust-

fo wors met by the Regimental Comnander and ordered to

bivougs in the vielnity of the 169th Fleld Artillery for the night, The

witaation as pointed

out by the Rezimental Caosmander was: The Third Battalion

is ongaged cn the smell island of Zsgelarass {Just north of Arundel) and the
Second Battalion with remnants of the 43rd Division {perte of seven sompanies
toballing 225 men) arp engiged on florth Arundel, having met strongly organised

dafensive positions {

Bt 63,3 - £9.). The eneny is eatimated to be about two

cospaniies with supporting autometic weapons and it 1s believed that reinforae~
manta are being brought in at night, as svidenced by a strong counter-attsck

during the day.

The First Battelion was ordered to be rsady to move oub at dawn the
next moyning by Higgihe boat. They would go to Zast Bomboe and mova inland
to Join the Second Pattelion. Supplies would be brought from Bsst Bomboe over

1

ube,

he ol "3
that tize wae 539 men snd 26 officors.

of the Bsttalion with attached unite at

On September 16, 19543 et 0645, the Battallon Comssander, O

Commanders and "B+ Company moved by Higpi:

onpeny
ne bost Lo East Bogboa, The remaining

oaipaniee ware Lo awalt boat transportation to follow in the order of 0, "Hg.*
AN, WDN pad Antd-Tenk. A guide from each company went with the sdvance party

eand wae to return to

fast Bomboe and guide the company to the assembly area.

A1) companies had reathed the Second Battalion by 1300 and were put in a eorden
defense tix rear and op the »ight flank of the SYcrsnl Battalion's line,

At 1500 the| Company Uomoandsrs wers salled in conference with the

Battalion Commanders

pf the Piret and Ssoond Battalions and orders were gliven

for the coordinated sptack of the next day.

FIEID ORDYR NO, &

16l me
matic wesyems otoupy

pueny, estimated to be two tompanios reinforced with abto-
khe area in front of the Second Battalion, He is well dug

in on the high ground has made excellent use of cover ond concealment. Pollow-

ing the abtsck by the|
epunter-atbaclk, with

Seaond Battallon that day, the enemy had launched a stromg
kdded weapone and reinforeed troupa,

ERODUCED T THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

b, The
elements of the 172n

First, and Second Bsttalions, Twenty Seventh Infartry with
Infantry, supported by four tanks of the 1lth Narines,

a plataon of the 82nd Chemics) Mortar Company snd 159th Pleld Artillery, will

attuck ab OThS on 17

(s0e cveriay).

September 1943 and ¢liminats all onemy resietance to our

front, oontinme forwdrd and secure the high ground overlooking the peninsula

2. ‘The Fir

5% Buttalion Twenty Seventh Infantry will attack with 3o

Gompany in the center, *C* Compsxy on the left flank and "A® Company on the
right flank; following immedistely in rear of the tanks, They will sefge and

hold the nigh ground

overlooking the peninsula. Line of departure: The pre-

sert line of the Hacand Battalion Twenty cheatra Infantry. Time of atisock:

5.

Cempany *C" with a section of heavy machine gunz from ©

3 &
=Dv atvached will sttack and follew the left flank

ground secured,

ompany
of the asseult tanks; holding

) b, Couglany ¥2" with one section of heavy machine gune from Company
"h" attached will attack abreast and on the righi flank of Company *C%; seizing
the high ground to the lmwediate front,

o, Compy
Qompany attached will)

rear will seoure the

d, Cowp;
from their present po

€. Anti;
position, prepared to

L, Supply

5. 8. The
M1l displace forwars)

b Somnl
Battalion Comsand Pos

6, The
Commander Ly means of|
v

On Beptember
A", WBY_ and "C" movi
scngentrations of artd
of the aassnlt

Ny "AY with one ssction of hesvy machine guns from "D®
attack on Comneny *Bits right flank and echelonsd to the
pight rlank of the Battalion,

poy *D¥, leas the detached uunits will mupport the attack
mitione.

rTank Company will remain in Battalion Heserve in prosent
move forward on order.

¥ill be from presant assembly area,

Battelion Command Post vilir be in rear of Company "C" and
with Company "0%. :

gnication will be maintained between companies and the

bty sound pomer telephona.

Battalion der will bave rdcation with the Tank
SCR - 28,

r 17, five light tanke follewed Ly the assauvlt companies
6d threugh the Second Battelion lines at O745. Heavy

llery, &lem and 4,2 mortar fire was laid dowm in front
The caniever and B, E. shells fired from the light

tankes wers very effestive in knocking out the well-canoufleged enemy machine

gun positions es well
unita had reach the &
tive for the day, Con
was sncountered. By
try had sdvanced and
forsdng 8 perimeter dy¢

On September
Battalion Twsnty Swvex
previous day's fightin
in fyent of #C* Compen
se¢tor), from whers &h
cenisher and 4. 5. abe
gun poeitions. During
knotked out by eneay 3
the volume of fire laj
to escape. The enemy

e slearing the area of undergrowth. By 1310 ihe assault
bore evericoking the peninsula thus attaining their cbjec
jaidersble maohine gun, sutomatic weepon and rifle fire
700, the Second Battelion and elemente of the 172nd Infan-
ied in with the Firet Battallon Twenty Saventh Infantry
fense for the night.

t 18, the anti-Tank Company wap relessed to the Third

th Infantry end would be ubed on Sagekarase. In the

ig two enemy machine guns wers spoited on the high ground
. 'Wo iight tanks wers moved into owr line (Company “BM
ay were able to deliver s heavy concentratlon of 37mm

11s into the well-smplaced and eamouflaged onemy machine
the sarly phass of the attack one-of the tanks was

7o anti-tenk gun {ire and the other caught fire; however,
d down by the supperting riflemen enabled the tank crows
Imade determined sfforta to completely knock out the two

(2)




g:pnonmnwmm ARCHVES

bankes and their srews
and #ifle fire Compan

ropulas the ntiack ang

The First By
OQuemander to the effet
Third Battalion for &
were pulled out of th
The remaining portion
a perimeter defense.
ot aneny positions b

Stx light &
during the afternvon,
aondition, Plans wer
duy, with Company nCv

. Heking use of the light and heavy machine guns, BAR's
das "A%, "B and "Gt with atteched units were able to
at the sase time kil mors than torty Japs.

pitalion Commander received an ordsr from the Beglmental
gt that Companies "A" and "B” would be relsased to the
he push on Sogekarasa. At 1315, "4" and *B” Gompenies

@ linea and replausd by elements of the 172ud Infantry.
of the afterncon wes spent in reogganlzing snd forming
Mortar and artillery fire wis contlnucusly being laid
h day and niehd,

arka, originally plamned for Bagekarasa, were brought up
and five of the six originel tanks were in operating

latd for a strong attack by the tanke on the following
fcllowing in slose support. It was not defindtely iknown

whother the enemy anti-tank gun had besn kneukcd} out the previsus day.

During the

Ptarnoon, the anti-Tank Company, stécehed bo the Third

Battalior had moved ftom the middle of Sagekarase to the Hast and without
meeting any ememy resistance. Au they were esteblishing & bridgehesd on the
peninsuls, they were;tit by a strong enemy counter-attack, 'Supporting machine

gun fire from Comp

“H" on Arundel coupled with timely sud accurate novtar

fire enaMled them to withdraw to Sagekarass, whiere they reorganised and dug
defensive poaltions for the night,

The Third BEqttalion Yworty Seventh Infantry with attached unite, met
heavy maohine gun, sutomatic snd rifle Firs in their push to the ¥ost eud of

Sagakarasa.

4% 1300 on September 19, the eleven tanks moved to the right front
and supported the advanee of all front line trasonms, In spite of encountering
heavy eneny machine gup, rifle 2nd mortar fire, the sssanlting forees ceptured
the envmy organised positions and were able to make an advance of three handred
yards te their objectipe; where they formed a perimeter deferse for the night.

The hesvy concentratic

of 3mm caninter and maehline gun fire from the tanks

vontributed toward the| sucsess of the attaci.

The Third Beptslion Twenty Severih Infantry with attached units in
the push toward the West end of Sagokarasa sngcuntered hsavy machine guny, sutow
malilog

watlie rifle, imee mort

pr and rifle fire. By » full uee of machine gun,

K94l rifle grensde, #lwm and 4.2am mortar Pire to support the riflemen they

vere able to penstrate

Dardng the n
gorrison. Artillery,

the enemy defensive position for 100 yards.

ight the Japs atbtempied to eavasuate thelr heleagusrsd
sortar, 37me canister and H, E. shells coupled with asachine

gun fire inflicted numerous ¢asusltiss and grestly hampered their attempt to

svasuate,

AL 0830 on 9
Seventh Infantry and 4
to patrol the raute to
Sizty Binoth Infantry wi
After advancing 2500
and fire from an
4 fittesn man sceurity
South, This patrel re!

During the d
units ¢leared the West

sotember 20, & thirty-man patrol from Company “CY Twenty
mpany - “1t One Hundred Sevenly Second Infantry wag ordered
the bage of the pesinsula and contaet the (ne Hundred

o had dstablished a hlock ssross the base of the peninsuls,
vds along the trall the patrol enccuntered aubonabie $ifle
organized enemy position near the basa of the paninsula,
ratro) from the Jecond Bettalion was sent 500 yards to the
urned two houra later with a negative report.

y the Third Battalion Twenty 3Seventh Infuntry with attached
and of Sagokarass of all onemy rosistance, The

snemy resistance remaiqing on irundel was on the peninsula. During the night
soemy barges again attdapted to come in and evaouate the remsining troops,
frtillery snd mortar cdnoentratlone had been preparsd during the day and these
4nfiteted tremendoua cisualties on the enemy as they attempted to lead on the
Boets and leave the shgra. Direct hits were scored on several barges that had
‘basn loadsd with personnel and the scores of enemy dead that drifted ashore testi-
fied $0 the offestivendss of the artillery, mortar, 37mm and machine gun fire.

[€)]
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e

September
followed by the Firs
panies) with elewment

21, af 0930, the Second Bsttalion Twenty Seventh Infantry
t |Battalion Twenty Seventh Infantry (less "4» and Bv Come
s [of the One Huadred Seventy Second Infantry sdvanced 2000

yards elong the trail [te the sast and met ro snemy resistance. & patrol from

Company "0 was sent
in posltion on the p

o contagt the One Hundred Sixty Ninth Iafantry, who were
erinsula. Contact wes wsde with the One Hundred Sixty

Kinth Infantry and thq patrol returned with out mesting any resistence. In
the mesntime the Third Battalion Ywenty Seventh Infantry had cpossed over from
Sagakarasa to the paninsula and also contacted the One Hundred Sixty Ninth

Infantry, This ende:

d w1l enemy rasistance on Arundel, Sritish Solomon Islands,

| JOSEFE F. RYNBSKA,
| L. Gol., 27th Inf.,
¢ Gammanding .
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